
A newsletter for families and leaders of Blackhawk Area Council

Golf Outing 
Friday, June 18th 
12:00pm Shotgun Start 
Sandy Hollow Golf Course

Sporting Clays for Scouting 
Saturday, August 21st 
8:30am to 6:00pm 
Rock Ridge Sportsman’s Club

Sporting Clays for Scouting 
Saturday, September 11th 
8:30am to 6:00pm 
Camp Lowden

Legacy of Service Awards Dinner 
TBA 

Upcoming Events: 

Farewell to our Scouting Friend 

Mary Anne Rounds 
spent over 50 years 

volunteering and working for 
Scouting, both Boy Scouts and 
Girl Scouts, fulfilling roles from 
Den Mother to council and 
national leadership positions. 
She wrote basic handbooks, 
organized training courses, and 
authored training materials for 
Cub Scouting.

She trained hundreds of Scout leaders locally and 
at the Philmont Training Center in New Mexico. 
At the request of the Boy Scouts of America (BSA), 
Mary Anne wrote the book documenting the 75-year 
history of Cub Scouting, published in 2005. She was 
the recipient of the Silver Beaver (twice), the Silver 
Antelope, and the Silver Buffalo awards for her service 
to local, regional, and national BSA, respectively. 
The Silver Buffalo is a national honor that has been 
awarded to only four people in the State of Illinois, of 
which she is the only female recipient. 

For 32 years, she served part-time as the editor of the 
Blackhawk Courier, the monthly newspaper for the 
Blackhawk Area Council of the BSA, and was their 
longest-serving staff member. Mary Anne was also 
honored with the highest awards for volunteers for her 
service to the Girl Scouts. All told, Mary Anne had a 
very fulfilling life of volunteerism and touched the lives 
of many people.  

Mary Anne Rounds Memorial Service 
Saturday, August 21 
Christ United Methodist Church  
(4509 Highcrest Road, Rockford) 
Gathering: 9:30 a.m. – 10:30 a.m. 
Memorial Service: 11:00 a.m.

Letter from Council Commissioner  
“Consequences Unknown”

Let’s be honest, as Scout Leaders we encounter a 
lot of people.  We do not always think about how 

those interactions with others play out in the end.  This 
becomes especially true at Scout Events because it is 
often work with a group, they rotate out and a new 
group comes in.  This week proved it happens.

I was getting ready to leave a retirement party, and as 
I said my congratulations and goodbyes to the guest 
of honor, another person was looking at me strangely.  
This guy said I looked familiar, and I had no clue who 
he  was.  We spent a moment trying to guess how we 
knew each other when the retiree pointed out we might 
have met through Scouts.  Scouts was the link.  Then I 
heard those fateful words, “Hey, you are that guy!” 

Great.  Now I know I did something, but have no clue 
on what it was.  Apparently this man’s Troop came 
through my station at a Klondike Derby and attempted 
to light a fire without a match.  This is convenient 
because that was the station I was working at.  This 
Troop was high on enthusiasm, but low on skills.  They 
coached, plotted, tried, tried some more, and never got 
the fire lit.  In lighting a fire they were not so good, but 
had a blast the entire session.  What caught me back 
then is that each and every one of them was friends 
with every other Scout in the Troop.  So I told them I 
was impressed that they were such good friends.  That 
is what stuck with those boys.  Not the failure, but the 
importance of being friends.  So much so that it became 
important in the Troop to make sure they emphasize 
“Friendly.”  To this day all those Scouts remain 
friends.  I thought I was just making a positive out of 
a negative situation, I was wrong in two ways.  First 
of all my comments did matter.  Secondly, there may 
not have been a visible flame but a fire was definitely 
lit that day.
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Troop 657 layed flags at Cary Cemetery for AMVETS.

Troop 1, Troop 5, Pack 5 and Pack 391 participated in the annual Memorial Day Parade in Pecatonica, IL. Troop 51 assisted VFW in Savanna and American 
Legion in Mount Carroll placing flags on graves. 

Troop 553  helped  raise  flags  and  layed flowers  at Trinity Memorial Gardens and Long Ridge Cemetery 
in Rochelle for the fallen veterans at Long Ridge Cemetery.

Scouts throughout our council honored the memories of those who fought and died for our freedom!

Memorial Day Salute 
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Growing Pack, Troops, Crews is as much a mindset... 
as a process.  It is important to keep Scouting in the public eye so 
young families and community members see what Scouting does for 
the community.  Not only developing youth into future leaders but 
making a positive impact on the communities we live and instilling in 
youth the importance of volunteering to solve community needs.

There are several ways to increase Scouting’s presence in the 
community resulting in more families joining our Packs, Troops and 
Crews.

Share Scouting... The general idea is for current Scouts to invite 
friends to a unit meeting/activity and ask them to join.  

Step 1. Determine a meeting/activity that would be ideal to invite 
new scouts to attend.  Something engaging sets a good tone of what 
a new Scout can expect.  Pack (Fishing derby, Halloween Party, Join 
night) Troops (local campout, skiing event, or day trip).  

Step 2. One month prior to the scheduled meeting/activity, ask your 
Scouts if Scouting would be more fun if their friends were in Scouting.   
Spend a few minutes getting youth excited about asking their friends 
to join.  Before the meeting is over make a list of friends who Scouts 
will ask to join.  Hand out invitation cards to Scouts as the meeting 
ends.  Make sure parents of Scouts are aware of the new recruitment 
effort.

Step 3. Two weeks prior to the meeting/activity, follow-up with 
Scouts and parents to remind them of meeting/activity.

Step 4.  Hold the meeting/activity, welcoming new youth and 
families.  Have the new youth participate in the meeting while 
answering parent questions and getting new youth applications 
completed and registration fees collected. 

Summer/Fall/Winter Community Events.
What better way to make Scouting part of the community than being 
part of local events.  Parades, festivals, car shows... you name it.   
Make Scouting part of these events.  First look at the community 
calendar and what events will draw younger families and pick a couple 
that make a good fit.

For example, if there is a community car show in the community you 
live, why not talk with the organizers and figure out a way to run a 
Pinewood Derby as part of the car show.  The car show enhances the 
Pinewood Derby and the community gets to see Cub Scouts in action.  

Other events to consider: Easter Egg Hunts, Santa Clause events, 4th of 
July, County Fair and Local Triathlon.  Think about these community 
events and how Scouting can benefit and supplement the event as 
well.  These events might just be a great place to sell popcorn, soda, or 
another item in need that day.  Please work with the District Executive 
on promotional supplies needed for the event and other ways to make 
Scouting visible for the event.

Save A Scout 
Follow up with youth that have left Scouts and invite them to an 
upcoming event.  Fifty-four percent of youth who left scouting will 
return if asked to join again.

Step 1.  Acquire a Dropped Youth list from the District Executive.

Step 2. Start contacting the families on the list, inviting their youth 
back to Scouting.   Personally invite them to the next Scouting activity.  
Sample phone script and conversation guide below.  

SAVE-A-SCOUT VOLUNTEER CALL SCRIPT 

HELLO: MR. OR MS. _______________________(NAME). 
THIS IS ________(NAME) I AM  WITH Unit Name______.  
OUR RECORDS INDICATE YOUR SON or daughter IS NO LONGER 
REGISTERED AS A SCOUT IN TROOP ______ OR CUB PACK ___.  
IS THIS CORRECT?    
Then continue the conversation to re-register the youth.  

IF ANSWER IS “NO”, politely ask why and record the information to 
improve future Scouting experience.  Spend a few minutes pointing out 
the benefits of scouting, but do not overdo it. 

COURIERCOURIER
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JOIN CUB SCOUTS
TODAY AT BEASCOUT.ORG

310-1060(18)_48x14_CS_Billboard_Boys_and_Girls_v04.indd   1 8/22/18   5:39 PM

Recruiting new youth and families to join our Scouting  
programs is vital to serving youth in our communities! Recruitment Tool Kit
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Arrowhead District
Monroe, Wisconsin’s Scouts BSA Troop 114-G kept busy during 
Covid by getting together outdoors and doing online merit badges.  
They kept up outdoor weekly meetings to work on requirements and 
had Saturday events to work on the Camping merit badge (camping 
requirements completed with their families).  Some of the girls made 
the trek down to Camp Lowden for rifle and shotgun merit badge fun.  

Additionally, they teamed up with their “brother” Troop 101 for 
some service hours cleaning up the Badger State Trail.  As the nights 
grew shorter and colder the Troop switched over to online meetings, 
working through all 3 Citizenship merit badges.  Now that restrictions 
are being reduced, they have helped the local Cub Scout Pack 101 
and are beginning to plan outdoor outings and prepare for summer 
camp.  They made the best of the tough situation that Covid put us in 
by focusing on what they could do instead of dwelling on what they 
couldn’t.

White Eagle District
The White Eagle District Recognition 
event was held Saturday April 10.

2020 Awards

Key 3 Award: Kari Ebens

District Award of Merit: Andy Elston, 
and Josh Stone

2021 Awards

Key 3 Award: Greg Ebens

District Award of Merit: Kari Ebens and Dr. Don Rastede

COURIERCOURIER
The BlackhawkBlackhawk

What’s happening in  my district?
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Wanchanagi District 
From the Desk... of Roman Salamon, District Executive

Growing a garden is a rewarding experience. But ask any gardener 
and they will tell you that it demands a lot of hard work and patience 
to reap the benefits. You must take time to prep the garden, continue 
to cultivate throughout the growing season, and then harvest the 
bounty. From start to finish, lessons learned from gardening may be 
applied to growing a Scout unit. Here are three key takeaways from 
gardening that may prove useful in your Scout unit.

1. Change your Perspective 
When a plant goes does not grow properly, instead of repeating the 
process gardeners adjust their plan. As Scout leaders, when a specific 
program or recruitment method stops producing the desired result, 
it’s time to reevaluate and try something new. Situations change. 
What previously worked may not work now. Start to see things from a 
different perspective.

2. Be Enthusiastic 
Planning a successful garden begins late winter. That is about the 
same time last year’s growing failures and body aches fade away and 
gardeners begin to imagine the new year’s produce. As Scout leaders, 
it is important to prevent burnout. Scouting is year-round so plan 
your seasons accordingly and plug in times to recharge. Enthusiasm is 
key to keeping the Scouting Spirit alive in your unit.

3. Cultivate for Growth 
The process of cultivating a garden is for two primary reasons: 
removal of weeds from the garden and loosening the soil to allow 
the flow of water, air, and nutrients. Growing your Scout unit 
requires the similar cultivation process. Weeds in a unit may 
represent an underlying challenge or gossip that is being overlooked. 
Immediately address and resolve those negative situations. Promote 
continued training among your leadership and youth and look out 
for potential parents that could step up as volunteers. Mix up your 
unit programming from time to time to prevent getting stuck in a 
mundane routine.

Growing a garden is not always fun and games. It requires prep 
work and ongoing maintenance to produce a bounty of fruits and 
vegetables. The same goes for growing your Scout unit. Take the 
proper steps to plan accordingly, to take care of yourself, to adjust 
methods when necessary, and finally, to enjoy the fruits of your 
labors. Happy Summer! #ScoutOn #ShareTheHappy 

Yours in Scouting... Roman Salamon

COURIERCOURIER
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Cub Scout Day Camp Season
Cub Scouts from around Wanchanagi District escaped the indoors 
and joined us at the Blackhawk Area Council Program Center for 
weeklong activities. Scouts participated in handicrafts, physical 
fitness, archery and BB Rifle Gun, along with fishing and STEM-
related activities. Thank you to all the volunteers for helping run this 
event.  
Spots still available for the remaining Day Camp sessions. 

July 13-16, 2021 - Kieselburg Forest Preserve
https://blackhawkscouting.doubleknot.com/event/2021-wan-day-
camp-at-kieselburg-forest-preserve/2809623

July 26-30, 2021 - Program Center

https://blackhawkscouting.doubleknot.com/event/2021-wan-july-
day-camp-at-the-program-center/2806267  
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Sycamore District 
From the Desk... Katie Moore 
Sycamore Friends of Scouting Chair

Click https://blackhawkhub.org/posts/67111/2021-friends-of-scouting 
to donate NOW!

 The Sycamore Family Friends of Scouting Campaign for 2021 is still 
going strong and our team continues to work hard to achieve the goals 
we have set for our Units.  Some Units have already met their goals 
earlier this year, others within this past month.  For those Units whom 
have met their goals, a huge congratulations to you!  For those whom 
are still working at this, there’s still time to get pledges.      

During this time, we are asking that the Unit Coordinators to take 
a more active role in communication with our Friends of Scouting 
Family Captains.  At the end of March, we sent an email to the Key 
Three leaders of each Unit to ask for their continued support towards 
our end goal and for additional assistance. 

Almost all of our Units have made contact with the Captains, made 
arrangements to host presentations, or have choose an email campaign 
approach if presentation is not possible.  However, we need to have the 
Units continue to be working with our Captains to ensure we keep the 
Friends of Scouting 2021 Campaign is staying as strong it can be to 
finish before Summer.   We know that this year has brought challenges, 
however without Friends of Scouting, we cannot continue to offer the 
great programs in our district.  

We continue to request that Units to continue to reach out to families 
via use of email and by phone, or face to face if they are allowed to 
meet in person. 

As always, we look forward to making this 2021 Family Friends of 
Scouting Campaign successful and as always, thank you for your 
support. 

COURIERCOURIER
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National Scout Shop 
Rockford: 815-637-6180 
Address:  2820 McFarland Road, Rockford IL 61107

Scout Shop hours:
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 
10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.  
(closed for lunch 1:00 p.m. - 1:30 p.m.)
Wednesday and Sunday – closed
Saturday – 10 a.m. to 2 pm.

National Scout Shop  
Crystal Lake: 815-479-0615
Address: 600 N. Rt. 31, Crystal Lake IL 60012

Scout Shop Hours:
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday  
10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m
(closed for lunch 1:00 p.m. - 1:30 p.m.)
Thursday and Sunday – closed
Saturday – 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
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Commissioners Article 
“Game Changer”

About 15 years ago I was a new Cubmaster and attending 
BALOO training, when a moment happened that changed my 

time as a Scouting Volunteer.  Our District Commissioner walked 
up to me and handed me a pamphlet.  She simply said, “this is for 
Wood Badge, you need to take it.”  I took the pamphlet, promptly 
folded it and put it in my pocket.  Not meaning to be rude, but 
dinner had been served, and I had food in front of me.  Priorities.  
The Commissioner stepped one step over and handed my wife a 
pamphlet saying, “This is for Wood Badge.  If your husband does 
not take that pamphlet out of his pocket and start filling it out 
immediately, you fill this one out for him.  He needs it.”  Being a wise 
Cubmaster, it was at that moment I realized I was going to Wood 
Badge.  Simply it was a game changing moment.

Now this is not a commercial for Wood Badge.  Although everyone 
should attend and complete their tickets.  It is a call for us to push 
training.  I shudder to think what would have happened if no one 
had pushed me.  Our jobs as Commissioners will be easier if we 
get our leaders trained, and trained well.  Leaders become stronger 
through training.  Commissioners are suddenly information sources 
rather than the people coming to the unit to find out what a unit is 
doing wrong.

So change the game.  Recruit for Wood Badge.  Send people to 
Okpik.  Get Scouts to attend NYLT.  Fill the Powder Horn Course.  If 
you have not attended yourself, sign yourself up.  You might just like 
the changed game. 

Help Wanted:  Unit Commissioners 
Contact Gregg Ripley for more information 
gwripley61071@yahoo.com 
816-631-6399 

Yours in Scouting 

Gregg Ripley

District/Council Contacts: 

Arrowhead District
Executive: Matt Ohms - matt.ohms@scouting.org
Commissioner: Dan Frommelt - danielmfrommelt@gmail.org

Sycamore District
Executive: Michael Ancheta - michael.ancheta@scouting.org
Commissioner: David Beeson - david@davidbeeson.com
Chair: Matthew Ewertowski - matthewewert23@gmail.com

Wanchanagi District
Executive: Roman Salamon - roman.salamon@scouting.org
Commissioner: Alice Roby - alice@oextreme.com
Chair: Clint Little - aldermanlittle@hotmail.com

Wetassa District
Executive: Matt Ohms - matt.ohms@scouting.org
Commissioner: Dan Dick - dandick09@gmail.com
Chair: Joshua Ehlers - jtehlers2009@icloud.com

White Eagle District
Executive: Thomas Eden – thomas.eden@scouting.org
Commissioner: Nancy Johnson - nmj1964@gmail.com
Chair: Dan Hawkins - hawkins@wmpj.com

Council News, Events & Updates
Chartered by the national council of the Boy Scouts of America to serve local (and potential) chartered  
organizations in the following counties in northern Illinois and southern Wisconsin: Boone, Carroll, Jo 
Daviess, Lee, McHenry, Ogle, Stephenson, Whiteside, Winnebago, Grant, Green, and Lafayette.

Camp Lowden Monthy Work Days 
Dates that have been established: June 12th, July 17th, Aug. 
14th, Sept. 18th and Oct. 16th.

Please contact: Lowden Properties Chair, Bob Gingras if you would 
like to help on the Camp Lowden Properties Committee  
segragingras70@comcast.net or 815-440-5872.
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Hundreds of Scouts enjoyed being back to an in-person Council 
Pinewood Derby race. This year, the races returned to center court 
area inside CherryVale Mall. Big thank you to all the Scouts and 
their families for bringing the enthusiasm, and to the volunteers 
for their hard work in making this event a success. Finally, we 
appreciate the support from all our sponsors, especially Kunes Auto 
Group, this year’s Victory Lap event sponsor. 

2021 Pinewood Derby Results
Lion Race Winners
1st - Rickie Solis, Pack 163 (Marengo)
2nd - Zach Jacobs, Pack 150 (Algonquin)
3rd - Joey Dinopuls, Pack 168 (Crystal Lake)

Tiger Race Winners
1st - Austin Kaiser, Pack 93 (Galena)
2nd - Jack Ornelas, Pack 168 (Crystal Lake)
3rd - Elias Snyder, Pack 150 (Algonquin)

Wolf Race Winners  
1st - Austin Burnett, Pack 48 (Savanna)
2nd - Hudson Sutliff, Pack 315 (Stillman Valley)
3rd - James Kerrigan, Pack 156 (Crystal Lake)

Bear Race Winners  
1st - Tommy Ewertowski, Pack 367 (Woodstock)
2nd - Owen Nelson, Pack 141 (Belvidere)
3rd - Cody Cyrul, Pack 350 (Woodstock)

Webelos Race Winners
1st - Colin Graf, Pack 367 (Woodstock)
2nd - Natalie Gudett, Pack 150 (Algonquin)
3rd - Eli Knoerschild, Pack 83 (Platteville, WI)

Arrow of Light Race Winners  
1st - Graham Miller, Pack 93 (Galena)
2nd - Peyton Matusz, Pack 340 (Spring Grove)
3rd - Kadin Kochie, Pack 158 (Lake in the Hills)

Lion Race Runner Ups  
1st - Lucas Walsh, Pack 127 (Crystal Lake)
2nd – Jeffrey Rehm, Pack 207 (Machesney Park)
3rd – Charger Klein, Pack 101 (Monroe, WI)

Tiger Race Runner Ups  
1st - Finn Morrissey, Pack 368 (Algonquin)
2nd - Grayson Heik, Pack 267 (Huntley)
3rd - Aiden Murphy, Pack 321 (Dixon)

Wolf Race Runner Ups
1st - Gabriel Pinsky, Pack 156 (Crystal Lake)
2nd - Katelyn Carey, Pack 657 (Cary)
3rd - Ginahong Lindahl, Pack 89 (Platteville, WI)

Bear Race Runner Ups  
1st - Adam Graczyk, Pack 43 (Rockford)
2nd - Easton Paulson, Pack 367 (Woodstock)
3rd - Andrew Hickman, Pack 147 (Byron)

Webelos Race Runner Ups  
1st - Charles Pruden, Pack 167 (Lake in the Hills)
2nd - Hunter Meyer, Pack 315 (Stillman Valley)
3rd - Julian Baggio, Pack 156 (Crystal Lake)

Arrow of Light Race Runner Ups  
1st - Brady Bass, Pack 93 (Galena)
2nd - Marcus Niebert, Pack 89 (Platteville, WI)
3rd - Josh Funk, Pack 126 (Poplar Grove)

Lion Design Winner  
1st - Brody Lofthous, Pack 553 (Rochelle)
2nd - Clara Klann, Pack 89 (Plateville, WI)
3rd - Thomas Howard, Pack 156 (Crystal Lake)

Tiger Design Winner  
1st - Henry Weger, Pack 168 (Crystal Lake)
2nd - Colton Kalush, Pack 368 (Algonquin)
3rd - Damian Parchanowicz, Pack 167 (Lake in the Hills)

Wolf Design Winner
1st - Emily Graf, Pack 367 (Woodstock)
2nd - Aiden Polky, Pack 139 (Rockford)
3rd - David Van Camp, Pack 156 (Crystal Lake)

Bear Design Winner
1st - Cooper Mayborne, Pack 147 (Byron)
2nd - Ethan Bomkamp, Pack 139 (Rockford)
3rd - Justin Marsh, Pack 455 (Port Barrington)

Webelos Design Winner  
1st - Gabriele Luperini, Pack 167 (Lake in the Hills)
2nd - Xander Noon, Pack 127 (Crystal Lake)
3rd - Samuel Schelling, Pack 315 (Stillman Valley)

Arrow of Light Design Winner
1st - Ronan Wentz, Pack 775 (Cuba City, WI)
2nd - Nicholas Vintartas, Pack 168 (Crystal Lake)
3rd - Gavin Woodsmall, Pack 126 (Poplar Grove)

Council News, Events & Updates
On my honor I will do my best to do my duty to God and my country and to obey the Scout Law; to help 
other people at all times; to keep myself physically strong, mentally awake, and morally straight. 

Council Pinewood Derby Returns to 
CherryVale Mall 

photo by: Dan O’Connell
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Help Ensure Safe Flag Retirement 
Many modern-day flags are made of combustible materials like 
nylon and polyester, which are extremely dangerous as they 
produce hazardous gases and vapors when heated or burned. 
BSA’s Environmental Health and Safety team advocates alternative 
methods to the traditional burning ceremonies for flag retirement. 

Please read this information on alternative flag retirement 
methods: https://blog.scoutingmagazine.org/2014/09/08/retiring-
worn-out-american-flags/  

Reminder: Use the Summer of Service PR 
Playbook to Connect with Local Media 
Summer of Service is an initiative designed to put a focus on what 
Scouting does best – give back to our communities – so that we can 
make a positive impact and remind our neighbors of why Scouting 
matters. Use the recently released Summer of Service PR Playbook 
to help you engage your community and local media in an exciting 
conversation about Scouting this year. 

The Summer of Service PR Playbook contains key messages, 
sample social media posts, press release templates, tips for 
connecting with media outlets, and more.  

Summer of Service creative materials (logos, fliers, posters, social 
images, etc.) are available on the BSA Brand Center here:  
https://scouting.webdamdb.com/bp/#/folder/9288229/.  

Visit the Summer of Service site here:  
www.scouting.org/summerofservice. 

Reminder: Full-Face Snorkel Mask  
Use Prohibited 
H Full-face snorkel masks are prohibited in all BSA aquatic 
activities; all participants should use traditional snorkel/dive masks 
and tubes.  

Full-face snorkel masks are combinations of a built-in snorkel 
with a mask covering the entire face. Due to several unexplained 
fatalities involving the use of full-face snorkel masks, their use is 
prohibited in all BSA aquatic activities. BSA is closely following 
aquatics industry efforts to further investigate the safety of full-face 
snorkel masks. 

Council News, Events & Updates
Chartered by the national council of the Boy Scouts of America to serve local (and potential) chartered  
organizations in the following counties in northern Illinois and southern Wisconsin: Boone, Carroll, Jo 
Daviess, Lee, McHenry, Ogle, Stephenson, Whiteside, Winnebago, Grant, Green, and Lafayette.
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