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Popping Back into Adventures!
Earn funds for summer camp and activities

Spring Popcorn is here! Now is the time to raise money for summer camps and activities. We are gearing 
up to start our adventures and popcorn sales can help us reach our goal fueling our adventures! To get your 
unit started selling popcorn you need to recommit for 2021. If you have never sold popcorn with Trail’s End, 
you will need to set up your leader account. Go to www.trails-end.com/unit-registration.

Traditional Storefront and Wagon Sales will be bringing back unbelievable butter microwave popcorn. 
There will also be a new product, salted peanuts. Online sales, which are all year long, have added new 
products as well. Milk chocolate pretzels, honey roasted peanuts, jerky, and coffee are available for online 
only sales. Don’t forget the American Hero Donations. These will continue to support our U.S. Military in 
sending popcorn to those that serve.

All units that reach $4,000 in sales now thru April 26 will be rewarded with a Pizza Party.  Every scout 
that sells $400 now thru April 26, will be entered into a drawing for a $50 Amazon gift card. There will be 
one winner per district.

Commission for online sales is 30%. Traditional sales with rewards will be 32%, and opt-out of rewards 
is 35%. Scouts using the rewards system will receive 1.5 points for online and credit card sales and 1 point 
for cash sales. Rewards are Amazon gift cards letting the scouts choose the prizes they want!

Any questions, please contact Cynthia Graf, Council Kernel at cynthiagraf01@gmail.com.

SPRING SALES DATES
Online Sales: Starts now thru June 30
Traditional Sales: Starts March 8
Initial Orders Due (storefront): March 8
Initial Orders Pickup: March 26

Mid-Orders Due (storefront): March 21
Mid-Orders Pickup: April 9
Final Orders Due (wagon): April 26
Final Orders Pickup: May 14
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Blackhawk Area Council
Hours, Phone, Address

Staff can be reached via email. See district rosters.

Phone number:
Council office 815-397-0210
Web Site: www. BlackhawkHub.org
  
National Scout Shop -- Rockford: 815-637-6180
Address:  2820 McFarland Road, Rockford IL 61107
Scout Shop hours:
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday – 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 

(closed for lunch 1:00 p.m. - 1:30 p.m.)
Wednesday and Sunday – closed
Saturday – 10 a.m. to 2 pm.

National Scout Shop -- Crystal Lake: 815-479-0615
Address: 600 N. Rt. 31, Crystal Lake IL 60012
Scout Shop Hours:
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday – 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.;
 (closed for lunch 1:00 p.m. - 1:30 p.m.)
Thursday and Sunday – closed
Saturday – 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Schedule for All
Internet Couriers

All Couriers will be internet only. The deadline will be the first 
Tuesday of each month. The latest schedule is shown below. 

Deadline Months Covered Web Target 
Date

April 6 May through July April 14

May 4 June through August May 11

June 1 July through September June 8

July 6 August through October July 14

Camp Trading Posts
Canyon and Lowden online trading posts are now OPEN!

https://blackhawkhub.org/posts/55285/canyon-lowden-online-trading-
posts-are-now-open

Some of your favorite camp gear is now available to purchase 
online! Click on link above to see all the cool gear! What would you 
like to purchase?

Letter From the
Council Commissioner

“All Aboard”
The key to success as a Scout Leader is so easy, yet it seems like 

often Scouters work to avoid it.  Much of it can be done at “any time, 
and any place,” thanks to the internet, but the number of Scouters taking 
advantage of it is sadly small.

The secret “key” is training.  I am not talking about the advanced 
trainings...yet.  First we need to talk about the “position basics training”.  
These trainings are so important that Tom Lotito, Council Training Chair 
has dedicated the entire month of March to getting as many leaders 
trained as possible.  As Commissioners, we need to encourage all of 
our leaders to attend training.  In fact I would wager that your strongest 
units have well trained leaders.  Likewise, a struggling unit has leaders 
that need training, or need to put the training they have into some 
serious practice.  After the leaders have completed their basic training, 
then get them into more advanced trainings such asWood Badge, Okpik, 
and Powder Horn.  

So how do we get our leaders to take this training? Ask yourself 
these questions.  How well are you trained?  Are you up to date on your 
position specific training?  Have you taken advantage of the advanced 
classes for yourself?  How well do you know your local trainers?  Are 
you a part of the training team?  

As Commissioners, we do not have an easy job.  The Trainers do 
not have an easy job either.  Working together, we make all of our jobs 
just a little easier and deliver a better program to our Scouts.
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Blackhawk Area Council COVID Guidelines listed in the link below are current COVID-19 safeguards for the 
Blackhawk Area Council as of February 5, 2021, and are subject to revision. These safeguards are in place to 
mitigate the risk of contracting COVID-19. Units which choose not to adhere to the guidelines for Scouting 
activities will not be covered by liability insurance that normally covers leaders, and the supplemental health 

insurance that covers leaders and Scouts will not be in effect during those activities.
Furthermore, any situation that is deemed a violation of the guidelines will be investigated by district and

council leadership to ensure compliance and enforcement of these requirements.
  Enforcement may result in the suspension of an individual or a unit participating in Scouting. 

Download: Blackhawk Area Council COVID Guidelines PDF updated 2/5/21
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Model COVID-19 Pre-Event Medical Screening Checklist
Use this checklist to assist in identifying potential COVID-19 cases before event participation.
Review with each youth and adult participant their current health status, both before departure and upon arrival at 
the event. Anyone entering a camp or event – including visitors, vendors, etc. – must be screened.
Councils should customize with input from their council health supervisor and local health department. 
	 q Yes  q No Have you or has anyone in your household been in close contact* in the past 14 days with 
   anyone known or suspected to have COVID-19 or is otherwise sick?

	 q Yes  q No Have you or has anyone in your household been in close contact* with anyone who has 
   been tested for COVID-19 and is waiting for results?

	 q Yes  q No Have you or has anyone in your household been sick in the past 14 days, or have you or 
   they been tested for any illness and are waiting for results?

	 q Yes  q No Has anyone in your household been exposed to an individual known or suspected to have 
   COVID-19 in the past 14 days?

	 q Yes  q No Have you or has anyone you have been in close contact* with traveled on a cruise ship or 
   internationally or to an area with a known communicable disease outbreak in the past 14 days?
*According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), “close contact” means:

• You were within 6 feet of someone who has COVID-19 for a cumulative total of 
15 minutes or more over a 24-hour period

• You had direct physical contact with an infected person (hugged or kissed them)
• You shared eating or drinking utensils
• An infected person sneezed, coughed, or otherwise got respiratory droplets on you

	
If the answer is YES to any one of the five questions above, the participant must stay home.

 

If all answers above are NO, proceed to the symptoms list below.

680-057 • 12/20 Revision

Symptoms of COVID-19
If anyone in your household has any one of the following new or worsening signs 

or symptoms of possible COVID-19, the entire household must stay home.

	 q	 q Shortness of breath Shortness of breath
	 q	 q Cough Cough
	 q	 q Fever of 100.0º or greater Fever of 100.0º or greater
	 q	 q Flu-like symptoms Flu-like symptoms
	 q	 q Repeated shaking with chills Repeated shaking with chills
	 q	 q Fatigue Fatigue
	 q	 q Muscle or body aches Muscle or body aches
	 q	 q Headache Headache
	 q	 q Sore throat Sore throat
	 q	 q Loss of taste or smell Loss of taste or smell
	 q	 q Diarrhea Diarrhea
	 q	 q Nausea or vomiting Nausea or vomiting

*Potential Higher-Risk Individuals*
q Yes  q No Are you in a higher-risk category as defined by the CDC guidelines, including older adults, 
  people with medical conditions, and those with other individual circumstances?

If the answer is “yes,” we recommend that you stay home. 
Should you choose to participate, you must have approval from your health care provider. 
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S = Supervision

❑ Understand local and state guidance on 
  preventing COVID-19 exposure. 

❑ Engage your chartered organization and 
 local council on necessary adjustments.

❑ Conduct the “before you gather” protocols.

A = Assessment 

❑ Identify participants who fall under the  
 CDC’s group of higher-risk individuals. 
 Notify all participants about the risks of 
 participating since COVID-19 exposure 
 cannot be eliminated.   

❑ Verify that the planned activity, gathering 
 or group sizes are not prohibited by local 
 or state orders.  

F = Fitness and Skill

❑ Review Annual Health and Medical Records 
 and consider using a pre-event screening 
 for all participants.

E = Equipment and Environment

❑ Verify that handwashing, hygiene and 
 cleaning supplies are available and used 
 properly.   

❑ Monitor social distancing, interactions 
 and sharing of equipment and food among 
 participants.

❑ Monitor participants for changing health 
 conditions.

❑ Use the “as you gather” protocols.

SAFE ≠ Risk-Free
As the response to the pandemic shifts to a 
state-focused, phased approach, the Boy Scouts 
of America advises local councils to consult with 
their local and state health departments, as 
well as local chartered partners, to implement 
appropriate protocols to help keep our members, 
volunteers and employees safe.  

Precautions and mitigation strategies are 
important, but they cannot eliminate the 
potential for exposure to COVID-19 or any
other illness when in-person activities resume.   

People with COVID-19 may show no signs or 
symptoms of illness, but they can spread the 
virus. Some people may be contagious before 
their symptoms occur. The fact is that someone 
with COVID-19 may pass the required health 
screenings and be allowed into program activities.   

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC) states that older adults and people of 
any age who have serious underlying medical 
conditions are at higher risk for severe illness 
from COVID-19. If you are in this group, please 
ensure you have approval from your health care 
provider prior to resuming in-person Scouting 
activities.

Every member, volunteer and 
family must evaluate their unique 

circumstances and make an 
informed decision before attending 

in-person activities.

We hope this information will be 
helpful as you make that choice.

For updates, please monitor 
https://www.scouting.org/coronavirus

Restart Scouting Checklist
As always, the safety of our Scouts, volunteers, employees and communities is our top 
priority. This checklist outlines several minimum guiding protocols that adult leaders/ 
volunteers must consider while working with local and state health departments, local 
councils, chartered organizations and Scouting families on when and how to resume 
meetings, service projects, camping and all other official Scouting activities.      

If it is not practical to meet these minimal protocols, do not restart in-person activities.   

Council News – Safe Restart– Page 1
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Congratulations to all of the 101 Scouts that earned their 
Eagle Rank in 2020!

Of course, we all know that 2020 was not like any ordinary year and 
seeing that 101 Scouts were able to rise to the challenge and overcome 
all the nuances that the year brought is beyond impressive.

If you would like to join us in celebrating the young achievers, please 
register for our first ever virtual Eagle Recognition event on Sunday 
April 18

When: Sunday, April 18, 4:00 p.m. - 5:30 p.m. 

Where: Any where you choose to tune in!

Cost: $10 / household

Register: Deadline to register is Friday, April 16
https://blackhawkscouting.doubleknot.com/event/class-of-2020-
eagle-recognition-event/2797984

Contact: Beth Costa, elizabeth.ann4544@gmail.com, 815-543-4544
 

It is with great honor that we are proud to announce our 2021 
Silver Beavers!

Please join us in congratulating:
 

James Gerhards, Arrowhead District

Michael Kennison, Arrowhead District 

Lance Snider, Sycamore District
As many events have adjusted during the pandemic so has our recognition 
event. We invite everyone to help us celebrate these amazing volunteers 
and other adult leaders on Sunday, April 25. 

When: Sunday, April 25, 4:00 p.m. - 5:30 p.m. 

Where: Any where you choose to tune in!

Cost: $10 / household

Register: Deadline to register is Friday, April 23
https://blackhawkscouting.doubleknot.com/event/2021-silver-
beaver-adult-recognition-event/2797985 

Contact: Beth Costa, elizabeth.ann4544@gmail.com, 815-543-4544
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Steve James (1946-2021)
By Jodie James

Steve James began his cub scouting career in Great Falls, Montana 
where his father, a career Army/Air Corps man, was stationed at Great 
Falls Air Force Base.  Whether his father’s career moved the family 
to Ankara, Turkey; Atwater, California; Madrid, Spain; or Weisbaden, 
Germany, Steve enjoyed the camping, hiking, and camaraderie – and 
s’mores –  always associated with Scouting, as Scouters the world over 
know.  Though Steve never became an Eagle, falling off around the first 
class ledge as many do, he fondly recalled his experiences.  After two 
years of high school in Germany, the family moved back to the United 
States where Steve finished high school in California, switching his 
time from scouting to DeMolay, a Masonic youth organization.  From 
there he spent four years traveling the world with his own stint in the 
Navy, with two tours in VietNam.   Life settled a bit after that which 
lead Steve to 32 years with United Parcel Service where he started as a 
switchboard operator, moved into loss prevention, and eventually time 
study, knowing to the microsecond how long it took a package car driver 
to get into the vehicle, start the car, and put on the seat belt, among other 
tasks.  “When I retired, my boss joked that every job I’ve had at UPS is 
now obsolete,” Steve often laughed.

After retirement, with newfound time on his hands, Steve recalled 
his earlier Scouting involvement, and in 2002 joined as an adult 
volunteer.  He went through WoodBadge in 2003 and enjoyed his time 
as a bear, collecting all kinds of belt buckles, pins, and hats and, like 
many Scouters, he added patches with Woodbadge, Philmont, Camp 
Lowden, Canyon Camp, Jamboree on the Air, and Order of the Arrow 
to the collection.

Mostly Steve spent his time with the Sycamore District Committee 
of Blackhawk Area Council, where he tried being on Klondike and 
Camporee staff, was a member of the Lutheran Association of Scouters, 
council-wide Pow Wow staff, Council Properties Committee and went 
through his Ordeal, then eventually, his Brotherhood for Order of the 
Arrow.  In 2006, Steve joined the Central Region Camp Visitation staff 
where he saw other Boy Scout Camps and how they run their programs, 
always returning home with lots of stories and, of course, more patches.   
In 2010, the 100th anniversary year, Steve was proud to have received 
the Silver Beaver Award.

When he could, Steve liked to combine interests.  He was a member 
of the Northern Illinois Fire Museum and would often invite Cub Scout 
Packs and Boy Scout Troops out for tours where he loved to talk about 
the history of the trucks and equipment and where it all was used when 
active.  When not driving a fire truck in a local parade, Steve was also 
an FCC licensed amateur radio operator, station KA9NPT, and in 1987 
he found out about Jamboree on the Air, in which he tried to participate 
every year.  Sometimes he operated his home station, making sure 
Scouts around the US and sometimes the world, had another “ham” to 
talk to.  Some years he and others set up at Camp Lowden and some 
years he invited Scouts to his home, one year even having the local Boy 
Scout troop lash together spars to make antenna tripods, filling his yard.  
He, along with Jim Zeigler (K9JZ), Jim Pepper (W9PX), Keith Potter 
(KB9GIV), and Frank LaChat (N9JWI), and Ed Colson, (KC9MIP) 
were instrumental in establishing the radio communication system for 
both Camp Lowden and Canyon Camp.

Council News

During the warmer weather, Steve often visited the camps to hang 
out with the guys, check out the radios, and, of course, keep an inventory 
of all the parts and pieces.  He loved making sure everything was put 
away and could be found again the next time, part of the beloved UPS 
training.  “Save that partial box of screws.  We can use it on another 
project,” Steve was often heard saying.  While at home, one of Steve’s 
favorite activities, to the delight of some, and the dismay of others, was 
creating spreadsheets.  The man was a font of spreadsheet knowledge.

While not at camp, or creating a new inventory, Steve was a long-
time member of Masonic United Lodge #211 (now Glenview United 
Lodge #1058), the Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite of the Valley of 
Chicago, and the Ancient Arabic Order Nobles Mystic Shrine (Medinah 
Temple).  He belonged to several amateur radio clubs, including the 
Medinah Shrine radio unit, and spent many hours with his friends who 
restore Model A cars, again loving to sort screws and other auto parts, 
stack them neatly in bins on shelves, and, obviously, keep several of his 
famous spreadsheets.

Whether traveling the world or staying close to home, operating his 
radios, or checking his email, Steve loved to chat with people and share 
his experiences and knowledge.  He loved to talk as much as he loved to 
eat cookies.  Like many, he found that no matter where your talents lie, 
you can find a place in Scouting.  

To his ham friends, he’d now say a final “73.”  
To his Scouting friends, “Until we meet again . . .”
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Make a Gift That
Lasts a Lifetime

Have you ever thought about a financial gift to Scouting that lasts a 
lifetime? In addition to donating to Friends of Scouting each year, which 
is absolutely necessary for the council to operate; there are other ways to 
donate that will create a financial pipeline in perpetuity for our council 
and Scouting programs and help us “Scout Our Future.”

It is our Council Endowment Committee’s goal to be able to fund 
all of our council program expenses through the interest generated 
from our Council Endowment. This goal is not something that can be 
completed in a single year, but a goal our entire Scouting community 
must take on together to achieve.

Specifically,
Our Mission: “To provide ongoing financial support for Scouting 
programs in the Blackhawk Area Council”

Our Vision: “To ensure that Scouting in the Blackhawk Area Council 
is gratis from perennial, financial constraints in perpetuity”

So What Is an Endowment?
An endowment is a fund held to provide interest and dividend 

earnings for the benefit of a charitable cause. Ultimately, it is a life 
preserver that generates income each and every year for our council. 
With a gift to the Council Endowment Fund, you are supporting Scouting 
throughout your lifetime and beyond.  

Unlike Friends of Scouting, your donations are held in a restricted 
fund, meaning only the interest and dividends earned from your gift can 
be used for council support each year. What this means is that if our 
endowment grows large enough, the Blackhawk Area Council will be 
able to improve its programs, cut costs for programs, and overall be free 
from the constraints of financial hardships.

There are several recognitions for Endowment gifts and different 
types of gifts that can be accepted such as cash, estate gifts, charitable 
remainder trusts, and much more. 

Should you have an interest in donating to our Endowment or have 
questions, please contact the council service center any time at 815-397-
0210  and someone will be happy to assist.

Blackhawk Area Council
James E. West Pledge Card

Please choose a level of commitment: 
       ____$1000   ____$5000  ____$10,000  ____ $15,000 
Donor Information and Affiliation:        
In Memory/Honor of __________________________________
Name  _____________________________________________
Pledge Signature _____________________________________
Address _____________________________________________ 
City ___________________________________  State  ______   
Zip ______________ 
Email ___________________________________
Date _______________________ 

_____ NEW - James E West   _____ EXISTING: Please add to 
my James E West Account
_____ Send Me Information on Endowment Events
_____ Send Me Information on Endowment giving - Gifts can be   

given over a period of time.
_____ Send Me Information on Will Services

Method of Payment and Billing Schedule:
_____ Cash
_____ Check # _______ ______
  (Make payable to Blackhawk Area Council)
_____ Visa  _____ Master Charge  _____ American Express
_____  Credit Card # _______________________________   
Exp. Date ______________
_____  Bill Me: _____ Monthly  _____ Quarterly  _____ 
Annually ______

Name on Card _______________________________________   
CSV# _______

Other Ways to Support Your Council

Securities and Other Assets,
Stock Options, Wills and Bequests,

IRAs and Reirement Plans, Life Insurance,  
Gift Annuities, Charitable Lead Trusts

www.blackhawkhub.org/give
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Before you gather:

❑ Consult your council and chartered organization to
understand community standards and protocols in place.

❑ Communicate to all parents and youth that the Boy
Scouts of America recommends that no one in the 
higher-risk category take part in person. Continue to 
engage virtually.  

❑ Communicate that anyone who feels sick must stay 
home. If you become sick or develop symptoms, isolate 
yourself then go home and seek care.

❑ Educate and train all participants on appropriate social 
distancing, cleaning and disinfecting, hand hygiene and 
respiratory (cough or sneeze) etiquette before meeting for 
the first time. Periodically reinforce the behaviors
as needed.

❑ Before attending, upon arrival and at least daily for 
longer events, all participants should be screened for any of 
the following new or worsening signs or symptoms of 
possible COVID-19:

• 	Cough

• 	Shortness	of	breath	or	difficulty	breathing

• 	Chills

• 	Repeated	shaking	with	chills

• 	Muscle	pain

• 	Headache

• 	Sore	throat

• 	Loss	of	taste	or	smell

• 	Diarrhea

• 	Feeling	feverish	or	having	a	temperature	greater 	
than	or	equal	to	100.0	degrees	Fahrenheit

• 	Known	close	contact	with	a	person	who	is
	lab-confirmed	to	have	COVID-19

❑ As appropriate, participants should have face 
coverings available to wear when gathering or when in 
public areas or venues. Several coverings per person may 
be needed.

❑ Communicate that those who take part in person 
should avoid contact with higher-risk individuals for 14 days 
after the event.

As you gather:  

❑ Minimize group sizes. Small groups of participants
who stay together all day every day, remain 6 feet apart
and do not share objects are at the lowest risk. Think of a
den or patrol that does not mix or gather with other dens
or patrols, with supervision that stays with the small group.
Scouting’s Barriers to Abuse always apply. 

❑ Stay local to your geographic area and groups for unit
activities. If you must travel, limit mixing with others along
the way.

❑ Minimize mixing with parents or siblings unless they
are part of the unit activity. For example, the same parent
picks up and drops off youth, and stays in the car. No guests
or visitors who have not been through the pre-gathering
protocols and screening should take part.

❑ Have hand sanitizer, disinfecting wipes, soap and water,
or similar disinfectant readily available for use at meetings,
activities and campouts.

❑ Minimize the use of common areas and shared tools.
If unavoidable, they should be thoroughly cleaned and
disinfected between uses.

❑ Develop dining protocols (including but not limited to):
• No self-serve buffet meals or common water coolers.
• Use of disposable utensils, napkins, cups and plates.
• Clean and disinfect eating and cooking gear after

each use.

❑ Develop tenting protocols for the group:
• Minimize use of fans or devices that stir the air.
• Campers should sleep head-to-toe in bunks or cots

spaced as far apart as possible.
• Individual tents, hammocks and bivys may be

considered.

❑ During program activities:
• Equipment that must be shared should be disinfected

before and after each use.
• Where possible, assign activity-related protective

equipment for the duration of an event to a single
individual (life jacket, gloves, harness).

• Effective handwashing before and after each program
area use.

❑ In case of an injury or illness, promptly report the
incident, including COVID-19 exposures. Utilize Incident
Reporting Resources, including COVID-19 instructions.

When you get home:  

❑ Avoid contact with higher-risk individuals for 14 days.
❑ Monitor for any signs of illness for 14 days, and

❑ Communicate with your unit leadership should you develop symptoms.

BIN 680-693
June 2020

Council News – Safe Restart– Page 2
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Ready! Set! Go!
Blackhawk Area Council Pinewood Derby 

Is on Track!
May 8-9, 2021

Winnebago County Fairgrounds
The Council Pinewood Derby races are back and in a new location. 

The large buildings at Winnebago County Fairgrounds allows us to 
run an in-person event while following social distancing and safety 
guidelines. 

Registration is now open for all Cub Scout Pinewood Derby race 
winners and runners-up, and best designs.

 Arrow of Light Extension: Youth who  cross-over to a troop prior 
to their pack event may return and participate in the unit’s race.

Pack Registration Fee
• $5 per participant, capped at $50 total for unit through April 5, 

2021
• Between April 6 - April 21 The fee increases to $10 per 

participant, capped at $100 total for unit

Pinewood Derby Rules and registration
       Please visit www.blackhawkhub.org/events

Need Help Cutting
Pinewood Derby Car?

Car Cutting Days at the  Council Scout Shops will be held February 
27,  March 13, and March 27 in Rockford and February 20 and March 6 
and March 20 in Crystal Lake – by appointment only!

 Please call 815-637-6180 for Rockford or 815-479-0619 
for Crystal Lake. Email RockfordScoutShop@scouting.org or 
CrystalLakeDcoutShop@scouting.org to make your appointment as 
soon as possible.

For more information, contact:
Andy Myshkowec at amyshkowec@gmail.com

Pinewood Derby Resources
Get ready for Pinewood Derby season with these online resources.

Virtual Event Tips:
Read this Scouting Magazine article for guidance on how to host a 

virtual or socially-distant Pinewood Derby event:
https://blog.scoutingmagazine.org/2020/12/15/get-ready-for-

pinewood-derby-with-these-virtual-events. 
 

 Pinewood Derby Headquarters: 
Whether it’s your first year or you’re basically the captain of the pit 

crew, you’ll find everything you need to have the BEST Pinewood on 
www.scoutshop.org/pinewood-derby. 

 

Online Workshops:
Tune into the Scout Shop’s Facebook page, www.facebook.com/

ScoutShopBSA, for workshops covering topics from hosting an event 
to decorating a car.
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Get on the Fast Track and Support Cub Scout’s Signature Event 

Sponsorship Levels 
Your generous support of Pinewood Derby helps deliver the Scouting Spirit to over 
1,000 youth and their families from 12 different counties in Northern Illinois and 
Southwestern Wisconsin. In addition to these levels, custom packages are available to 
align with your social responsibility goals.

$2000 – Victory Lap Sponsorship
Logo on official Event Patches (secure 
by 3/23/20) and Photo Backdrop

Recognition in Council Newsletter

Share remarks during awards ceremony

Signage throughout Event

Set up booth/product display

Recognition on Council Facebook Page 
and Event Webpage

$500 – Pit Stop Sponsorship
Recognition during awards ceremony
Signage in Competition Area
Set up booth/product display
Recognition on Council Facebook Page 
and Event Webpage

$150 - Track Sponsorship
Signage in Track Area
Recognition on Event Webpage

Pinewood Derby is the highlight of a Cub Scout’s year because of its fun and 

excitement. The event itself is a STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, 
Art, Math) physics racing challenge in which scouts design a car with the best 

weight distribution and lowest friction. But it is also a time for a scout and family to 

work together in a hands-on project that builds skills and character.

Date:
May 8-9, 2021

Location:
Winnebago County
Fairgrounds 
(Pecatonica, IL)

Audience:
1,000+ total over 
two-days

Contact:
Laura Cullotta, Development Director
laura.cullotta@scouting.org | 815-261-0353
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U.S. Grant Pilgrimage
August 27 Through 29, 2021

The U.S. Grant Pilgrimage will have two options for 2021.
We will have the hybird virtual event will be available again. The 

virtual event will require a registration fee and a link to the virtual event 
will be included in the confirmation receipt. This link will go live in the 
month of April for units that want to visit Galena in the spring or over 
the summer. 

We will be holding an in-person event on August 27 through 
August 29 in Galena as long as covid guidelines allow. The Civil War 
encampment will again be part of Pilgrimage as well as the Galena 
Generals, Grant’s hme, the Bucket Brigade, and more.

To ensure we can offer the best Grant Pilgrimage event this year, we 
have moved the Pilgrimage to the end of the summer. Keep a lookout 
for more updates soon on exciting programming and an online trading 
post for all to enjoy,

Registration opens soon. Be sure to sign up early.  Additionally, the 
virtual hybrid -option will be available to everyone this Spring for units 
to enjoy the Grant Pilgrimage as it fits their schedule.

We would like to thank the City of Galena, Grants Home, Museums, 
and the countless volunteers for their hard work continuing the 
Pilgrimage tradition through everything this year has brought.   

For more information please visit the Pilgrimage website. For any 
questions and more information regarding the Pilgrimage please contact 
Matt Ohms at matt.ohms@scouting.org or 815-397-0210.

Scholarship Program 
Application Form

 Deadline for BSA/PADI Applications is December 31, 2021

 Applicants will be notified of status end of the First Quarter 
2022Diving Scholarships

The Professional Association of Diving Instructors (PADI) offers a 
multilevel scholarship program to introduce Scouts BSA, Venturers, and 
Sea Scouts to the exciting underwater world.

PADI recognizes that adventure is one of the key elements of 
Scouting and scuba diving is an exciting avocation or vocation that 
can be enjoyed in just about every part of the country. Please share this 
unique opportunity with Scouts in your council.

Program Details

Dive to
 Adventure

27 fire tenders and over 200 visitors braved the frigid temperatures to 
participate in the Continuous Fire Display held on February 7-12. In 
total, 215 volunteer hours were logged.
Photos credit: Hon. K. Patrick Yarbrough 
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Welcoming Arrow of Light Scouts
Troops should be preparing to welcome Arrow of Light Scouts into 

their units. Here’s a quick list of helpful reminders for pack and troop 
leaders to ensure a welcoming experience for the new youth.

• Assign an adult in your troop to be a New Member Coordinator 
(NMC), whose purpose is to welcome youth and their families and 
help them become truly engaged in Scouting so that they feel a 
strong sense of belonging.

• Confirm transition date, time, location, and who will be attending the 
cross-over ceremony.

• Check your inventory of appropriate materials and resources. For 
example some troops present a neckerchief or handbook to the Scout 
at the cross-over ceremony.

• Troops should invite parents to a special meeting to learn about 
Scouts BSA and their unit. Provide any important information 
including youth applications and annual unit calendar.

• Connect new Scouts with a troop guide to work with them the first 
six months or until they become part of an established patrol. Use 
older Scouts as instructors; this is a valuable troop leadership role 
that keeps older Scouts active, keeps younger scouts engaged, and 
helps teach multiple skills during a troop meeting.

• Conduct an induction ceremony within 30 days. Set a goal for your 
new scouts to earn their Scout rank and present the Scout badge as 
part of their induction ceremony. Plan it well and make it meaningful.

• Monitor participation and advancement. Make sure new Scouts feel 
welcome and are encouraged to be  involved.

• Don’t forget the parents! Connect new parents with simple tasks as a 
way to get them involved with the troop. Make them feel welcome.

• Finally, enjoy having new Scouts in the troop!

“Share Scouting” Program 
When you think about all the great things you do in Scouting, 

wouldn’t your friends enjoy it too? Encourage your Scouts to invite a 
friend to join Scouting and earn a fun patch. Everything in Scouting is 
better with a friend!  

Here’s how Scouts may participate in the program: 
• Invite a friend to attend an in-person or virtual meeting, or Scouting 

activity. Program is open to all Scouting units (Pack, Troop, Crew, 
Post). 

• When the friend joins Scouting (submits completed registration), 
unit leaders may submit information via an online form on the 
Recruitment & Registration page found under Resources at www.
blackhawkhub.org. 

• If a unit submits 10+ new youth through the “Share Scouting” 
program, all registered members of the unit receive the patch. 

• If the friend joins another unit, the referring unit may still submit a 
form to receive a patch.

Resources and Materials
for Your Units  

The Marketing and Membership Hub is a resource to help you 
serve more youth in your area. From recruiting ideas to information 
about online registration, from social media best practices to marketing 
webinars, the Marketing and Membership Hub provides a one-stop 
online resource to discover, activate, and improve your marketing and 
recruiting strategy.

You may also access the BSA’s brand identity guidelines, 
customizable marketing assets, photos, videos and more.

Visit https://scoutingwire.org/marketing-membership. 

“Spring into Scouting”
Membership & Marketing Webinar

Marketing and Membership Webinar series returned with a “Spring 
into Scouting” presentation. Learn tips and tactics for retaining and 
recruiting Cub Scouts for summer fun!

https://scoutingwire.org/marketing-and-membership-
hub/marketing-webinars.
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Special needs and disabilities are 
all around us. There are many of us 
who have disabilities, but by looking 
at us, one cannot tell. In the next few 
months, Scouts and Scouters will be 
either recruiting or joining a new unit. 
With that in mind, one of your personal 
goals should be getting to know each 
Scout, each family and the leadership 
better. You especially need to better 
understand, from either side of the 
table, when a Scout has a disability that 
presents the need for extra support. If 
so, after a Scout joins a unit, follow up 
with a joining conference!

Here’s how it works:
Rationale: A joining conference 

builds trust and rapport among the 
leadership and the parents as partners 
in delivering the Scouting program. 
Every Scout has unique attributes. 
The joining conference can help the 
unit play to the strengths of the youth, 
provide for his/her special needs, 
and help prevent conflicts with other 
members of the unit. 

Attendees: One or both parents, 
preferably someone who is disabilities awareness trained who will have 
direct contact with the youth; in Cub Scouting the den leader should be 
included; in Scouts BSA, the youth could be included—but let common 
sense prevail.

Where: This is a candid, private conversation, so it should be held 
out of earshot of others. It is OK to do this at a regular unit meeting, 
but you might have to hold the conference at a different place or time in 
order to ensure privacy.

Confidentiality: Parents decide what the leaders need to know. 
Assume confidentiality unless a parent gives permission for you to share 
with other key leadership. Ask if you are not sure what the parent wants. 
If you believe the youth will benefit from other key adult and youth 
leaders being brought into the loop, ask for permission.

Topics: The joining conference should be a friendly, informative, 
get-to-know you meeting. While listening and asking questions, it is 
critical to understand what is being said. The expertise of someone who 
has worked in the field of special needs can be very beneficial. Your 

council’s Disabilities Awareness Committee could be a resource for you 
at the time of the conference.

 
Ask questions such as:
1. What are the youth’s unique strengths? Struggles?
2. How are the struggles managed at home? At school?
3. Does anything trigger emotional outbursts? How can this be 

prevented? What strategies can be used to de escalate?
4. What strategies can be used within small or large groups to help 

the youth participate?
5. What could the parent/leadership need to work out in order to 

ensure success?

Don’t stop with just this one conference. Keep an open door policy. 
Building relationships with the Scout and his/her family is critical. 
Communication is paramount. Scouting is for everyone. Together we 
can all be successful!

For local resources, please contact Blackhawk Area Council’s 
Disabilities Awareness Committee by emailing Karla.Zander@gmail.com. 

Special Needs Interests: Joining Conferences
Abbreviated article adapted from January/February 2021 Advancement News.

Social distancing may keep you from physically canyoneering at Zion National Park or traversing 
unseasonably cold streams at Yosemite. But you and your kids can still take on rugged explorations you never 
imagined! Every Monday, Wednesday, and Friday at 2:00 p.m., Scout Life magazine editors are jumping on 
Facebook Live to share treks, jokes, and mind-bending facts that will take your kids on a journey all over the 
world – and even to space! Share this chance to keep kids’ minds active.

Head to go.scoutlife.org/fblive



Page  15                                                                                                                                                                                                     March 2021Advancement News

Claire Yonto, Pack 657 (Fox River Grove)
Cale Etter, Pack 657 (Fox River Grove)
Katelyn Carey, Pack 657 (Cary)
Achilles Prantalos, Pack 657 (Cary)
Connor Murphy, Pack 321 (Sterling)
Aidan Murphy, Pack 321 (Sterling)

Light of Christ
Designed for 6-7 years old Cub Scouts

The Light of Christ program helps the Cub Scout develop a 
personal relationship with Jesus. With the parents’ active assistance and 
participation in this program, it is hoped that the Cub will come to see 
Jesus as a real person and his friend.

Blackhawk Area Council Religious Retreat
Have you thought about helping out at the Blackhawk Area Council Religious Retreat before and 
was never sure how to do it? Well, we would love to have your help!! We ask that you are able to 
join us at 2-3 meetings a year and the weekend. Our retreat will be in September. I’m working on 
the date and will post that in the next Courier note. Drop me a note at chiodinix5@comcast.net and 
I will include you in our next meeting which will be in April on zoom.  

God bless,
Cindy Chiodini

Jonathan Harms, Pack 620 (Rockton)
Jace Jordan, Pack 417 (Machesney Park)
Lily Nestler, Pack 5 (Pecatonica)
Thomas Nestler, Pack 5 (Pecatonica)
Camden Lipnisky, Pack 152 (Lake in the Hills)
Mateo May, Pack 152 (Algonquin)
Jack Bickett, Pack 657 (Cary)
Zachary Rubo, Pack 326 (Sugar Grove)
Ricardo Briones, Pack 127 (Crystal Lake)
Tyler Beres, Pack 340 (Spring Grove)

Parvuli Dei
Designed for 8-10 years old Cub Scouts

The Parvuli Dei (Children of God) program helps youth explore a wide 
range of activities in order to discover the presence of God in their daily 
lives as members of their families and parishes, and develop a positive self-
image through the contributions they make to the group or community.

Aidan Khalil, Troop 139 (Rockford)
Jacob Jaworowski, Troop 139 (Rockford)
Claire Etter, Troop 166 (Fox River Grove)
James Jordan, Troop 32 (Machesney Park)
Patrick Riley, Troop 305 (Sterling)
Kyle Hutchison, Troop 72 (Sterling)
Colin Messer, Troop 305 (Sterling)
Mark Fisher, Troop 127 (Crystal Lake)
Jacob Newberry, Troop 305 (Sterling)
Adam Weightman, Troop 37 (Rockford)
Nathan Kagan, Troop 530 (Marengo)
Jacob Kagan, Troop 530 (Marengo)

Ad Altare Dei
Designed for youth in Scouts BSA and Venturing

The Ad Altare Dei (to the altar of God) program helps Catholic 
youth of the Roman Rite develop a fully Christian way of life in the faith 
community. The program is organized in chapters based on the seven 
sacraments as a primary means toward spiritual growth.

Please congratulate the following scouts on completing their Catholic religious awards this year. Due to covid and the restrictions/regulations, each 
Scout received their award at home and was sent a video link to view a personal congratulatory message from The Most Reverend David J. Malloy, 
Bishop, Diocese of Rockford. You may view the video at this link: https://youtu.be/wh-RTJ6T2Mo.

Catholic Religious Awards Revognition

Pope Pius XII
Designed for 15 years old and older Scouts BSA and Venturing

The Pope Pius XII program deals with different life choices, 
occupations and ministries in the church as calls from God. It includes 
youth led discussions on current issues facing the church and society, 
which are normally included as part of a retreat or day of recollection.

Nathan Anderson, Troop 139 (Rockford)
Gavin Birkley, Troop 267 (Algonquin)
Damien Harms, Troop 622 (Rockton)
Tristan Sordelet, Troop 657 (Cary)
George Roby, Troop 32 (Rockford)
Kevin Clemens, Troop 139 (Caledonia)
Cameron Rossmiller, Troop 153 (Wonder Lake)
Zac Wheeler, Troop 32 (South Beloit)
Grant Bytnar, Troop 267 (Sleepy Hollow)
David Etling, Troop 158 (Crystal Lake)
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ALL MEETINGS ARE ZOOM MEETINGS.   A ZOOM INVITATION W(ILL BE SENT TO REGISTERED SCOUTERS.
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Many of us have had practice or training when it comes to deciding 
the best methods in dealing with an emergency. Far too often when those 
fight-or-flight situations arise, it’s difficult for us to recall everything 
we need to know. Luckily, there are written procedures with maps and 
guides on how to effectively address emergency situations, assuming 
they have been prepared and reviewed in advance at your office/event 
location.

An Emergency Action Plan (EAP) can be found at your camp and 
local council office, and it’s a good idea to develop one for your regular 
meeting place or campout location. As part of the program hazard 
analysis for your camp, activity-specific EAPs are most effective when 
they are developed, approved, and practiced on a regular basis.

Some major components of an EAP include:

Evacuation routes and escape plans with instructions that can be 
posted in designated areas throughout your local council, camp location, 
and meeting place.

Maps indicating: 
• Emergency exits
• Primary and secondary evacuation routes
• Locations of fire extinguishers
• Locations of fire alarm pull stations
• Assembly points

Emergency contacts that include a hierarchy of:
• Your designated Scout leaders and local council contacts
• Local hospitals; fire, police, or sheriff’s offices; and reminders 

about calling 911 (or the appropriate emergency telephone 
number)

Scenario-specific response plans:
• Sheltering in place against environmental threats such as 

chemical, biological, or radiological contaminants
• Severe weather, including weather reports that are specific to 

your location and, if applicable, a mass notification system plan
• Active shooter situations, with information on how to respond 

and where to go or stay, including:
• Nearest facility exits
• Stationary response
• Close confines response

Others
• Where to go in an emergency when you are on a hiking trail or 

camping
• Site-specific information (locations and contact information) 

for outdoor adventure camps, day camps, council offices, etc.

For more Scouting Safety Moments:
https://www.scouting.org/health-and-safety/safety-moments/

Safety Moment: 
Emergency
Action Plan

Training & Safety

National Youth Leadership Training (NYLT) is an exciting, action 
packed program designed to provide Scouts BSA and Venturing youth 
with the leadership skills and experience they can use in their home 
units and in any other situations that require leadership of self or 
leadership of others.

Event Details:
https://blackhawkhub.org/posts/51598/2020-summer-national-
youth-leadership-training-nylt

National Youth
Leadership Training

July 25 - 30, 2021

Reflecting on a century of Scouting, Wood Badge draws upon the most 
current leadership models used by corporate America, academic circles 
and successful organizations throughout the country to present the 
latest in leadership theory and team development to a new generation 
of Scout leaders. The program helps you understand how to run a 
quality program, and to enable the Scouts that you serve to grow to 
their greatest potential

Event Details:
https://blackhawkhub.org/posts/66222/wood-badge-c7-660-21

Wood Badge
August 20-22, 2021
September 25-26, 2021

The objective of this course is to help Scout units extend their camping 
season to all 12 months of the year. It is expected that the participants 
of this course will go back to their units and share the knowledge and 
skills learned in this course.

Event Details:
https://blackhawkhub.org/posts/37732/okpik-cold-weather-
camping

Okpik Cold Weather Camping
November 13, 2021 • December 11, 2021
January 15, 2021 • January 29-30, 2022
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Now Open!
2021 ScoutsBSA Summer Camp Registration!
Sign up your troop today!  2021 will be filling up quickly!

Camping

Canyon Camp
Week 1 June 20, 2021 - June 26, 2021 - FULL
Week 2 June 27, 2021 - July 3, 2021 - FULL
Week 3 July 4, 2021 - July 10, 2021 - FULL
Week 4 July 11, 2021 - July 17, 2021 - FULL

Week 5 July 18, 2021 - July 24, 2021

Register online for Canyon Camp at 
CanyonCampBSA.org

New Program Features
32-foot climbing structure for our Zip-line and High Ropes area  

New Merit Badges: Graphic Art, Textile, Insect Study, Scouting 
Heritage, and Metalwork.

(SCHOLARSHIPS FOR CAMP) ARE HERE TO HELP

Access the 2021 CAMPERSHIP APPLICATION HERE
The Blackhawk Area Council provides financial help to scouts
in need who are registered with the Blackhawk Area Council
to ensure that they will not be deprived of a summer camp
experience because their family is facing financial hardship.
A campership may cover up to one-half (early fee) of the
Scout’s camp fee, as unit help is expected. 

The Campership Request Application is due by April 1.

CAMPERSHIPS

Scholarships for Camp are here to Help

Access the 2021 CAMPERSHIP APPLICATION HERE
The Blackhawk Area Council provides financial help to scouts
in need who are registered with the Blackhawk Area Council
to ensure that they will not be deprived of a summer camp
experience because their family is facing financial hardship.
A campership may cover up to one-half (early fee) of the
Scout’s camp fee, as unit help is expected.
The Campership Request Application is due by April 1.
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Lowden 2021 Programs
From Family Camps to Merit Badge Days there are programs for 

everyone coming this spring, summer and fall! Click on the images below for 
full program details and to register!

https://blackhawkhub.org/posts/55195/family-camping-canyon-lowden

https://blackhawkhub.org/posts/67981/lowden-merit-badge-days

https://blackhawk.ihubapp.org/posts/68652/atv-course-registration

https://blackhawkhub.org/posts/55277/rifle-shot-gun-merit-badge-days

https://blackhawkhub.org/posts/55885/welding-merit-badge-camp-
lowden---scoutober

Camping
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More information will be share as it becomes available at https://blackhawkhub.org/c/ourcamps/
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Shooting Committee
If you have a passion for Shooting Sports we want to hear from you! 

The Blackhawk Area Council Shooting Sports Committee is reorganizing 
to better serve  the Scouting Youth of Blackhawk Area Council. The 
committee oversees archery and firearm discipline activities / instruction 
in the Cub Scout, Scouts BSA, and Venturing programs. 

We need committee members AND individuals that can help as 
Rangemasters for Cub Scout Day Camps and Cub Programing, merit 
badge counselors for archery, rifle shooting, shotgun shooting in the 
Scouts BSA program, and NRA instructors & RSO’s to help run ranges.

You must be a registered BSA. leader and current with your Youth 
Protection Training. Training via the BSA Camp School or National Rifle 
Association is required to be an Instructor for the disciplines of Pistol, 
Rifle, Shotgun, and Black Powder Muzzleloader Rifle.  Certification 
is also required for Archery. If you do not currently hold the needed 
certifications, but are interested in attending training we can help find 
training near you! 

If you enjoy the shooting sports in a safe and enjoyable environment, 
please contact:

Michael McCleary, 815-337-9016, mjmccleary76@yahoo.com 

Staff Alumni GeoSurvey
Canyon Camp Alumni are submitting data to create a map and dataset 

to display the current geographic range of their Canyon Camp Staff 
Alumni. The final map(s) will be unveiled as part of the program for the 
2021 85th Canyon Camp Alumni and Friends Reunion (July 24-25). 

We can’t wait to see you at camp this summer. The reunion is going 
to be exciting, and we will have the registration link available by May as 
part of our annual spring newsletter. Included with a high-level agenda, 
we will share specific updates on safety plans to bring us together for 
a fun-filled weekend. We ask that you share this information with any 
friends or family that you know served on the Canyon Camp Staff as 
well! This would be VERY helpful as we try to have all of our Alumni 
fill this out. We already have nearly 100 alumni who have submitted their 
responses on the first day.

If you’re interested in sharing your information, be sure to do so by 
July 1, 2021. Please contact Seth Kannarr, stjkannarr@gmail.com, with 
questions about this project or survey.  

For more information:
- Access the Alumni survey here
- Alumni Information for reunion details and moreBe Part of the Camp Lowden 

History Book
In conjunction with Camp Lowden’s “81st” Anniversary, I am 

preparing an updated version of the camp history book…The Living 
Legends of Camp Lowden.

Anyone may submit information for possible inclusion in the history 
book and are subject to approval. Here are some suggestions to get your 
thoughts flowing:

• What things do you think of when you think of Lowden?
• What reflections or memories do you have?
• If someone has never been to Lowden, what would you say to 

them that would explain why Lowden is great?
• Who were your favorite staff members? Why? What made them 

great? Who did you look up to? Why?
• If you were on the camp staff, what are your favorite memories 

of being on staff?
• What are your favorite Lowden Order of the Arrow memories?
• What are your favorite Lowden campfire memories?  

Submissions of photographs, newspaper articles, patches, etc., are 
highly encouraged.  In addition, if you have any photographs, newspaper 
articles, memorabilia, or any other information about the camp’s history 
that you would be willing to share, I would like to hear from you as 
well. Expansion of stories, etc., from previous editions is encouraged, 
as are any alternate viewpoints.The goal is to have the update ready for 
publication and distribution by June 1st.  For that to be possible I will 
need to have any and all submissions due no later than March 31.

Would you be kind enough to write a paragraph... two... more? Anything 
you are comfortable submitting is encouraged! Questions? Comments? Please 
contact Steve Sarver at steve@camplowdenhistory.org or 815-751-5186 

Seeking Properties
Committee Members

Canyon Camp and Camp Lowden properties committees are looking 
for new members to assist with Camp projects/maintenance/planning. 
This volunteer group is responsible for the maintenance and overseeing 
of Camp Capital projects. The committees meet 2-3 times per year and 
have 2-3 formal work days a year, per camp on scheduled Saturdays.  

Many hands are needed to help maintain our properties for our 
Scouts so all are encouraged to help out on workdays. Other times 
there are smaller, less formal work days for specific tasks that require 
special skills or resources throughout the year. Anyone with specific 
construction trades skills or facility management skills is encouraged 
to volunteer.  

If you are able to help out on either of the camp committees, work 
days, or special projects please contact:

- Program Director Emily Cross emily.cross@scouting.org 
- Council VP of Properties Jake Dykstra dykstra@cordconstruction.com

Order of the Arrow Dues

Friendly reminder to submit your Order of the Arrow 
membership dues for 2021.

Pay online here

Camp and OA News
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Sycamore District
Serving McHenry County in Illinois

Sycamore District Committee Sycamore District Calendar
March

2 Courier deadline
4  District Committee meeting
11 Roundtable
25 Commissioner’s Meeting

April
1  District Committee meeting
2  Good Friday, council service center closed
6 Courier deadline
8 Roundtable
22 Commissioner’s Meeting

May
4  Courier deadline
6  District Committee meeting
13  Roundtable
27 Commissioner’s Meeting

Committee Chair – Matthew Ewertowski, 815-276-7821
Vice-Chair of Membership, Karla Zander, 847-650-9951
Cub Scout - Fall Roundup - Donald  Novak, 847-497-9223
Cub Scout - Spring Recruitment Donald Novak, 815-529-8913
Webelos-to-Scout Tansition – Sarah Frey, 224-430-7124
Boy Scout Open House – Tamyra Riniker, 224-305-9473
Vice Chair of Finance – Charles Natoli, 847-531-7765
Family Friends of Scouting Chair – Kathleen Moore, 847-987-81221
Community Friends of Scouting Chair – Vacant
Popcorn Kernel – Cynthia Graf, 815-245-8927
Sporting Clays – Mason Gennardo, 847-532-0208
Legacy of Service – Karla Zander, 847-650-9951
Vice-Chair of Administration – Leah Beeson, 847-502-2452
Nominating Committee Chairperson – Lance Snider, 630-525-0518
 Committee Member – Jennifer Broadfield, 847-754-7080
 Committee Member – Russ Friend, 847-915-866
 Committee Member – Pierre Langlois, 815-675-6524
 Committee Member – Chuck Natoli, 847-531-7765
 Committee Member – Blair Piotrowski,  847-712-0867
Risk Management Representative – Michael McCleary, 815-337-9016
 District Dinner Chair – Carrie Fiorina, 815-355-6145
Awards and Recognition –
Noteworthy Editor – Rachel Friend, 224-829-6479
Web Administrator – Rachel Friend, 224-829-6479
Local Media Coordinator –
Public Relations Chairperson – Kurt Kokoruz
Vice-Chair of Program – Brian Gahan
Advancement and Recognition Chairperson – Jamie Klinefelter
 Internet Advancement Pack Coordinator – Vacant
 Internet Advancement Troop Coordinator –
   Denike Warden, 847-863-0929
 Life-Eagle Board Coordinator - Michael Lumpp,  815-344-1088
 Activities and Civic Service Chairperson - Vacant
 Klondike Chair – Kurt Kokoruz - 815-307-8027
 Scouting for Food – Susan Clancy-Kelly, 847-516-3782
 Woods of Webelos Coordinator – Gail Krec, 815-675-6578
  Merit Badge Day – Denike Warden, 847-863-0929
 Camp Promotion and Outdoor Chairperson - Casey Slick 
  815-243-5582
 Day Camp Administrator – Christina Bahnsen, 815-245-6303
 Day Camp Administrator – Lisa DeRusha, 815-861-9203
OA Advisor –  Dan Koleno, 815-344-4569
Venturing Chairperson – Ken Wisniewski. 847-962-1413
District Religious Coordinator – Chris Walneck, 847-565-6846
Training Chairperson – Christina Bahnsen, 815-245-6303
 Assistant Training Chair – Vacant
 Cub Scout Training – Tyson Carter, 708-642-1972
 Boy Scout Training – Tara Northway
 Venturing Training – Randy Jenovai, 847-971-5560
District Commissioner – David Beeson, 847-754-43927
Senior District Executive – Michael Ancheta, 815-397-0210

Sycamore Membership
Don Novak and the Sycamore District Membership Committee 

Sycamore District Membership Committee wants to thank units for 
the recruiting and retention efforts that are an ongoing part of our Scouting 
mission. Any recruiting ideas, retention ideas, and successful unit events can 
be shared on the Sycamore District Facebook page. A stable unit will help in 
the recruiting of new members.

Our focus this Spring now turns to the Arrow of Light (AOL) transition 
time. Troops should be actively recruiting AOL Cub Scouts to their Troop.  
Contact as many Cub Scout Packs in your area to invite AOL scouts to your 
Troop meeting or activity. The February Courier, on page 14, suggests ways 
that a Troop can enhance their chances of recruiting AOL’s into their Troop. 
The page also lists other great recruiting ideas.

 We are suggesting April 24th as a Spring Recruiting Day allowing 
Packs / Troops/Crews in each town to build a strong foundation of growth in 
their unit. Promote this day in your town as an opportunity for potential new 
members to join at all levels of Scouting. If each unit in our district would 
recruit at least 7 new members this year, we will meet our district goal for 
the year.

Key 3 leaders (Chartered Org. Rep, Committee Chair & Scoutmaster 
/ Cubmaster) of each unit should be checking the my.scouting.org for 
managing their unit’s invitations and applications coming in. A quick 
response to an invitation can get a new Scout started with fun activities right 
away by capturing the enthusiasm early. 

Now more than ever, please be sure your beascout.org information 
is up to date and promote the website at any event you have . Your unit’s 
information at bsascouting.org can help someone find a Scouting program 
close to them. This is a great tool to promote your unit. Anyone interested 
in joining Scouts will use this site to quickly  find an active Scouting group 
in the area. At each meeting and court of honor, promote an atmosphere of 
recruiting by encouraging each Scout to “bring a friend” to Scouts this month.

Not all heroes are in the movies! You can be a hero for the BSA by participating in the McHenry 
County Human Race. This is a virtual race that allows you to walk, run or bike through the San 
Diego Zoo, Redwood Forest, Pike’s Peak or Alaska. The race event runs from April 21 - May 9, 
2021. Be sure to choose Blackhawk Area Council as your agency during registration.
Register now at: https://runsignup.com/Race/49128/Charity/9467
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Wanchanagi District
Serving Winnebago & Boone Counties in Illinois

Wanchanagi District Calendar

March
2 Courier deadline
4  District Committee meeting
11 Roundtable
25 Commissioner’s Meeting (alice@oextreme.com)

April
1  District Committee meeting
2  Good Friday, council service center closed
6 Courier deadline
8 Roundtable
10 Scouting for Food (distribution)
17 Scouting for Food (pickup)

May
4  Courier deadline
6  District Committee meeting
13  Roundtable

Wanchanagi District Directory
District Chair – Ald. Clint Little
aldermanlittle@hotmail.com, 815-540-0563
Vice Chair – Admin: Lara Skrzypczynski
laraskrz1@msn.com, 815-519-5724
Vice Chair – Finance: Cliff Chappell
cliffscubs80@gmail.com, 815-713-0731
Vice Chair – Membership: Beth Costa, beth4544@gmail.com
Vice Chair – Program: Rob Bucey
rgrdoc1@hotmail.com, 815-985-3221
District Commissioner: Alice Roby, alice@oextreme.com 
Pcpcorn Kernel - Stephanie Urquhart, surquhart77@gmail.com
Friends of Scouting Coordinator – Open
Training Chair – Open
Camp Promotion & Outdoor Chair – Open
Activities & Civic Service Chair – Open
Advancement & Recognition Chair – Connie Snyder,
wanprojreview@yahoo.com; 815-262-5223
Religious Emblems Coordinator– MaryAnn Bushaw,
bushville181@comcast.net, 815-904-4287
Scouting For Food Coordinator – Bob Olson
chvlldreams@gmail.com, 815-222-3204
Day Camp Coordinator – Alice Roby
alice@oextreme.com, 773-368-5724
Klondike Derby Chair – Rick Kuntzelman
rick.kuntzelman@woodward.com
Fall Camporee Chair – Open
Flag Retirement Chair – Paul Trent
goofykidjr@hotmail.com, 815-871-3801
Continuous Fire Chair – Aaron Roby, aaron@oextreme.com
Roundtable Commissioner – Heidi Fawcett, heidiflaw37@gmail.com
District Executive – Roman J. Salamon
 Roman.Salamon@scouting.org, 815-397-0210

From the Desk
of Roman Salamon

District Executive

During this time of the year, I make it 
a point to visit units and their families. 
Whether it’s a Pinewood Derby race, 
Blue and Gold ceremony, Court of Honor 
or other activity, these visits are meant 
to give me a perspective of Scouting at 
the unit level and allows units to share their thoughts on the new year.

The most common conversation topic I come across is that despite 
updated COVID-19 restrictions and guidelines, things are still “not the 
same”. It’s true that a virtual court of honor; a Pinewood Derby race 
one den at a time; a Arrow of Light crossover instead of a Blue and 
Gold Ceremony, etc., are not the same activities we’ve once held. But 
it’s the fact that units are “doing” instead of giving up because it’s “not 
the same”.

I applaud the units that are attempting to keep the Spirit of Scouting 
alive for their youth and families. It’s not an easy task. We remain 
hopeful that current conditions will soon return to some semblance of 
normal. But in the meantime, Do your best to keep “doing”. 

Merit Badge Series

March
Personal Fitness: https://blackhawkhub.org/events/23762

April
Cycling: https://blackhawkhub.org/events/23763
Hiking: https://blackhawkhub.org/events/23764

May
Astronomy: https://blackhawkhub.org/events/23766
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White Eagle District Directory White Eagle District Calendar

White Eagle District
Serving Whiteside, Lee, and Ogle Counties in Illinois

District Chair, Dan Hawkins, hawkins@wmpj.com
District Commissioner, Nancy Johnson, nmj1964@gmail.com
Vice Chair Training, Josh Stone, joshstone1@gmail.com
Vice Chair Membership, Bruce Colmark
Vice Chair Advancement , Kari Ebens, kebens@byron226.org
Vice Chairs Finance, Christopher Tenggren, christophertenggren@gmail.

com
Scouts BSA Roundtable Commissioners
 Dr. Don Rastede
 Keith Potter, kb9giv@gmail.com
Cub Scout Roundtable Commissioner
 Josh Stone, joshstone1@gmail.com
Vice Chair Public Relations/News, Heather Wiedrich, heatherwiedrich@

comcast.net
Vice Chair Social Media, Gregg Ripley, gwripley61071@yahoo.com
Vice Chair Religious Emblems, Heather Wiedrich, heatherwiedrich@

comcast.net
Vice Chairs Activities, Dr. Don Rastede, dlrastede@att.net
 Keith Potter
Vice Chair Special Activities, Rosemary Matthiessen, rmatthiessen@

yahoo.com
Vice Chair Camping, Tom Halla, thomas.halla@illinois.gov
Order of the Arrow, Scott Diehl, sefd117@gmail.com
 Michelle Diehl, mohs1991@gmail.com
Senior District Executive, Bob Sutton

815-397-0210, Bob.Sutton@scouting.org

March
2 Courier deadline
4  District Committee meeting
11 Roundtable

April
1  District Committee meeting
2  Good Friday, council service center closed
6 Courier deadline
8 Commissioner’s Meeting / Roundtable
10 District Recognition Celebration  

May
4  Courier deadline
6  District Committee meeting
13  Commissioner’s Meeting / Roundtable

From the Desk of
 Bob Sutton

Senior District Executive
Winter is here here and some restrictions 

have been loosened. This means units are busy 
preparing for meetings and outdoor programs. 
Please take time to review the “The Guide to 
Safe Scouting” to ensure compliance and we are 
ensuring the safety and well being of our youth. 
Current COVID guidelines are listed on the council website.

All unit leaders please send me your dates for Blue and Gold Banquets 
or Courts of Honor if you haven’t already. The District Key 3 would like 
to come out and join you in the celebration. Please and thank you! Text or 
email dates to: (563) 607-4640, Robert.Sutton@scouting.org

Spring Popcorn sales have started! Popcorn Kernels, please go online 
and sign up your unit at Trails-end.com. Popcorn can help support your 
unit financially providing more opportunities for your Scouts on their 
Scouting adventures. Popcorn sales are in-person friendly with Square 
readers for taking orders during our dale dates or can be done online all 
year long.  Popcorn makes a great gift for your friends and family while 
helping support your unit financially. 

Friends of Scouting is a way for you to help support the Council and 
District programs. Without your support we cannot provide the quality 
programs for your youth that we all want, so I am asking you to give what 
you can.  At your Blue and Gold or Court of Honor, please consider a gift 
to Friends of Scouting. If you have questions or need help, please contact 
me at (563) 607-4640. Thank you very much!

Unit leaders please contact me with your Spring recruitment plans. If 
you have not done Spring recruitments in the past, I would suggest giving 
it a try. We will need to reach out to families to invite youth back to our 
units and invite new youth into our program to share the positive message 
of scouting with more families. We have flyers, e-flyers, and peer-to-peer 
cards available. What a great way for Scouts to invite their friends!

In person programs and online merit badge opportunities are available 
online now. Go to Blackhawkhub.org for all the great opportunities right 
around the corner!

White Eagle District
 Adult Appreciation Celebration
Volunteers get their “just desserts!”

Saturday, April 10
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
4221 S. Peoria Ave., Dixon

After a brief hiatus in 2020, the White Eagle District Adult 
Appreciation Celebration is on the calendar. On Saturday April 10, 
2021, we will begin gathering at 3 p.m. at St. Paul's Lutheran Church. 
The fun begins at 3:30 p.m. and should be done by about 6 o'clock.

Just like in the past there will be lots of door prizes, there will be 
tons of fun, and wearing your uniform is optional. In fact not being in 
uniform makes it easier to go out for dinner after the celebration.

A few changes have had to take place. First of all, if you had not 
noticed we are at a new location. So the menu had to change. This year 
we will be serving finger food, and our most popular items from the 
past freshly made of course. The desserts are back, and there will be 
more than ever. This way a lot of volunteers will finally get their “just 
desserts.”

 Speaking of volunteers we will be awarding the District Award of 
Merit and the Make a Difference Awards to last years and this year's 
recipients. It is even not too late to nominate someone for the awards.

To register, send the name and unit number of those attending to 
Rosemary Mattheissen at 1901 11th Ave., Sterling IL 61081  

Cost is only $20 per person, and make checks payable to Blackhawk 
Area Council.

The Committee looks forward to seeing you on the 10th of April.
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We are into our 2021 Friends of 
scouting campaign, and we want to 
help your unit reach your Friends of 
Scouting Goal.  Although we are not 
in ideal times, we do need to ask our families for their continued 
support of Scouting.  Please contact me to work out a plan for your 
unit.

Spring is beginning, forty degrees has never felt so warm, and 
it is time to start planning outdoor activities.  Getting ready for in 
person meetings is exciting and as you plan meetings for a Pack, 
Troop, or Crew it is more important than ever to make sure to 
keep unit communication open and clear. Many units utilize Social 
Media. Be sure Social Media pages are up to date and active so 
families are in the know, but also to make sure that other families 
in the community can see Scouting in action in the community. You 
never know when others might notice the benefit Scouting could 
have for their family.  Also this is a great time to reach out to the 
local school and see if there are any service projects that can be 
done.  The snow piles will be melting, and we always find stuff to 
be cleaned after the spring thaw.

Spring Popcorn is also up and going now.  Online sales can go 
year-round, but remember it is important to register your unit for 
the sale even if just selling online.  Spring Popcorn is a great way to 
generate some extra funds for summer programs and events. This 
summer we will have events and popcorn funds are going to be 
needed.  If your unit has not signed up for Popcorn now is a great 
time to start selling.

Thank you all for all that you do for scouting positively 
impacting the youth in our communities.  Now is a great time to 
put Scouting back on family calendars and show everyone how 
relevant the Scouting program is in our community.

Wetassa District Calendar

Wetassa District
Serving Stephenson, Jo Daviess and  Carroll in Illinois 

District Committee
District Committee meetings will be held via Zoom the 1st Wednesday 

of every month.  An email/meeting invite will be sent from matt.ohms@
scouting.org before the meeting.  Accept the invitation and the meeting will 
be in your calendar.  Meetings will be held on April 7th, May 5th and June 
2nd.  Starting back up in the fall on August 4th, Sept 1st, October 6th, Nov 
3rd, and Dec 1st.

Roundtable
Round Tables will be held the 2nd Wednesday of every month through 

an online portal an email will be sent to all registered leaders a week ahead 
of time from matt.ohms@scouting.org with a link/calendar invite to Round 
table that month.  When in person Round Tables will resume is undecided 
at this point.  

Round Tables will be held on March 10th, April 14th, May 12th, June 
9th. Fall Round Tables will vary between in person and Zoom.  Starting 
back up on August 11th will be in person with popcorn supply distribution 
September 8th will be a zoom meeting October will be in person, for Charter 
Distribution, November Virtual, December in person for Charter turn in.

Virtual Merit Badge Series
Virtual Merit Badge Series offered on the second Saturday of the month 

from March through May! Classes held online via Zoom. Class sessions 
will run for approximately one hour each. All Scouts BSA members are 
welcome and are invited to sign up for one, two, or all three classes. 
Registration cost is $5 per merit badge. 

Scholarship – Saturday, April 10 at 10 a.m.
Citizenship in the Nation – Saturday, May 10 at 10 a.m. 

Online registration for each class are via Doubleknot and stay open 
until the Wednesday before. Merit badge counselors will send out a link 
to the Zoom meeting two days prior. Any questions should be directed to 
Alex T. Valencic, Asst. District Commissioner, alex.t.valencic@gmail.com.

District Chair – Joshua Ehlers, jtehlers2009@icloud.com,   815-291-6748
District Commissioner – Jim Clay, Jclayjr.@att.net, 970-443-2997
District Vice-Chair – Lee Kraut, leekraut@gmail.com, 815-297-8247
Roundtable Commissioner – Barry Sanders, adtc3bs@yahoo.com 815-

654-8349
Asst District Commissioner – Alex Valencic,
alex.t.valencic@gmail.com 217-714-1291
Fundraising – Gene Nott, gnott@helmgroup.com, 815-238-3724
Membership – Vicki Kested, vickikested@gmail.com, 815-291-5855
Activities – John Scott, bluucode@gmail.com
Camping – Bob Boyer, bob.boyer@mchsi.com, 815-369-2834
Popcorn Chair – Christine Gable, fcpgable@gmail.com, 815-275-3280
Advancement and Recognition – Jeanie Santa Cruz,  
 jeaniesantacruz88@gmail.com, 815-238-4384
Eagle Review – Liz Hollis, bigmamaholliz@yahoo.com,  815-233-4870
District Director – Matt Ohms, Matt.Ohms@scouting.org,   815-397-0210

Wetassa District Directory

March
2 Courier deadline
3  District Committee meeting
10 Roundtable

April
2  Good Friday, council service center closed
6 Courier deadline
7  District Committee meeting
14 Roundtable

May
4  Courier deadline
5  District Committee meeting
12  Roundtable

From the Desk
 of Matt Ohms

District Director 
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Arrowhead District
Serving Grant, Lafayette, and Green Counties in Wisconsin

Arrowhead District Committee Arrowhead District Calendar
District Chair – Open
District Commissioner – Dan Frommelt, danielfrommelt@gmail.com,
  608-732-8536, 
District Activities – Kevin Olson, kevinolson102@gmail.com,
  608-778-1950
District Advancement – Jim Bussan, 608-568-3177
   Cub Scout Advancement – Ame Ellis, auntmame82@gmail.com,
  815-541-7597
District Finance – Open
    FOS – Dee Woolf, 608-348-7403
    Popcorn – Bruce Small, bsmall@mchsi.com, 815-266-1980
District Committee member – Dan Bestul, Bestul bestul@duxstadlaw.

com, ,608-214-4926
Camping Chair – Molley Jerret, mollyjerrett@gmail.com,
  608-330-1875
Cub Scout Roundtable – Dick Davies, dickdavies@hotmail.com,
  608-778-4029
Scouts BSA Roundtable – Pam Conley, conleyp@tds.net, 608-822-3633
District Committee – Tamara Richardson, ganzgut@live.com, 
 608-426-1221
District Director – Matt Ohms, Matt.Ohms. Matt.Ohms@scouting.org, 

815-397-0210

District Committee

Meetings will be held via Zoom the first Wednesday of every month. 
An email/meeting invite will be sent from matt.ohms@scouting.org 
before the meeting. Accept the invitation and the meeting will be in your 
calendar.

Meetings will be held:
April 7
May 5
June 2

Roundtables 

Roundtables will be held the second Wednesday of every month 
through an online portal. An email will be sent to all registered leaders a 
week ahead of time from matt.ohms@scouting.org with a link/calendar 
invite to roundtable that month.

When in-person roundtables will resume is undecided at this point.
Roundtables will be held:
April 14
May 12
June 9

March
2 Courier deadline
3  District Committee meeting
10 Roundtable

April
2  Good Friday, council service center closed
6 Courier deadline
7  District Committee meeting
14 Roundtable

May
4  Courier deadline
5  District Committee meeting
12  Roundtable

We are into our 2021 Friends of 
scouting campaign, and we want to 
help your unit reach your Friends of 
Scouting Goal.  Although we are not 
in ideal times, we do need to ask our families for their continued support 
of Scouting.  Please contact me to work out a plan for your unit.

Spring is beginning, forty degrees has never felt so warm, and it is 
time to start planning outdoor activities.  Getting ready for in person 
meetings is exciting and as you plan meetings for a Pack, Troop, or Crew 
it is more important than ever to make sure to keep unit communication 
open and clear. Many units utilize Social Media. Be sure Social Media 
pages are up to date and active so families are in the know, but also to 
make sure that other families in the community can see Scouting in 
action in the community. You never know when others might notice the 
benefit Scouting could have for their family.  Also this is a great time to 
reach out to the local school and see if there are any service projects that 
can be done.  The snow piles will be melting, and we always find stuff 
to be cleaned after the spring thaw.

Spring Popcorn is also up and going now.  Online sales can go year-
round, but remember it is important to register your unit for the sale 
even if just selling online.  Spring Popcorn is a great way to generate 
some extra funds for summer programs and events. This summer we 
will have events and popcorn funds are going to be needed.  If your unit 
has not signed up for Popcorn now is a great time to start selling.

Thank you all for all that you do for scouting positively impacting 
the youth in our communities.  Now is a great time to put Scouting 
back on family calendars and show everyone how relevant the Scouting 
program is in our community.

From the Desk
 of Matt Ohms

District Director 


