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Blackhawk Area Council
 2021 Friends of Scouting Campaign

The Blackhawk Area Council Executive Board and
Advisory Board Lead the Way!

Friends of Scouting, or FOS, is the council-level annual giving campaign. In the Blackhawk Area 
Council, Friends of Scouting represents the council's largest source of income.

The Council's newly selected Scout Executive, Sedrick Robinson, started in his new assignment 
December 1, 2020. Within the first couple of weeks, he shared his vison for the Council's Board campaign 
with Christopher Carter who serves as the VP of Revenue Generation. After a few meetings they had a 
plan in place.

Their plan was straightforward. They wanted a short campaign that started early in the year, finished 
early in the year, and that included the appropriate amount of manpower. They started by recruiting a 
team of board members whose role was to ask other board members for their 2021 FOS gift.

The campaign kicked off on Thursday, January 21, and was scheduled to conclude with a victory 
celebration on Friday, January 29. Seems simple, yes, but what was not simple is the goal was 28% higher 
and the campaign was only one week, not the entire year. 

On January 29, 2021, the celebration was held and there was indeed a victory to celebrate! The board 
met its goal of the 28% increase. During his comments to the board FOS team, Sedrick Robinson said 
“when I interviewed here, someone on the selection committee asked me how I raised $100,000 in a 
week with another council?” He said, “I told them that we devised a plan and followed the plan.”Sedrick 
then smiled at the team and said, “you guys just witnessed the plan.”  

Christopher Carter and Sedrick Robinson would like to thank the Executive Board and Advisory 
Board for leading the way with 2021 gifts. They would also like to thank Dan Dick, Jake Dykstra, Joe 
Geraghty, Dan Hawkins, Don Kinney, Jon Krause, Ed Rounds, Mary Anne Rounds, Lance Snider, and 
Kris Tumilowicz for being a part of the Board FOS dream team and securing 2021 commitments from 
their fellow board members.

Friends of Scouting: What, How, and Why?
What – Friends of Scouting is Blackhawk Area Council’s annual giving campaign. Did you know the 
campaign begins in November and ends in March?This is how we fund the fun that is Scouting! 
How – Normally, a volunteer would visit your unit during the Blue and Gold Banquet or Court of Honor 
to explain the campaign and make an appeal for support. Like everything else in the last nine months, it’s 
going to look differently in 2021 and will require some flexibility. Some presentations may be in a socially 
distanced setting, but some will be virtual. No matter what, it’s going to take a team effort. 
Why – Blackhawk Area Council provides volunteer and staff training, insurance coverage, support 
staff, camps, equipment, recognitions for leaders, administrative needs, AV supplies, a council website, 
scholarships, and the list goes on. Have you heard of the Iceberg Analogy? Some people only see 20% of 
what the council provides. There’s much more beneath the surface, that’s where the Scouting magic happens! 
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Blackhawk Area Council COVID Guidelines listed in the link below are current COVID-19 safeguards for the 
Blackhawk Area Council as of February 5, 2021, and are subject to revision. These safeguards are in place to 
mitigate the risk of contracting COVID-19. Units which choose not to adhere to the guidelines for Scouting 
activities will not be covered by liability insurance that normally covers leaders, and the supplemental health 

insurance that covers leaders and Scouts will not be in effect during those activities.
Furthermore, any situation that is deemed a violation of the guidelines will be investigated by district and

council leadership to ensure compliance and enforcement of these requirements.
  Enforcement may result in the suspension of an individual or a unit participating in Scouting. 

Download: Blackhawk Area Council COVID Guidelines PDF updated 2/5/21

https://az601583.vo.msecnd.net/app-content/posts/10654/2021/02/05/blackhawk_08_27_20_66703c0945492d594a4a88c93c3016a92cbb
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Model COVID-19 Pre-Event Medical Screening Checklist
Use this checklist to assist in identifying potential COVID-19 cases before event participation.
Review with each youth and adult participant their current health status, both before departure and upon arrival at 
the event. Anyone entering a camp or event – including visitors, vendors, etc. – must be screened.
Councils should customize with input from their council health supervisor and local health department. 
	 q Yes  q No Have you or has anyone in your household been in close contact* in the past 14 days with 
   anyone known or suspected to have COVID-19 or is otherwise sick?

	 q Yes  q No Have you or has anyone in your household been in close contact* with anyone who has 
   been tested for COVID-19 and is waiting for results?

	 q Yes  q No Have you or has anyone in your household been sick in the past 14 days, or have you or 
   they been tested for any illness and are waiting for results?

	 q Yes  q No Has anyone in your household been exposed to an individual known or suspected to have 
   COVID-19 in the past 14 days?

	 q Yes  q No Have you or has anyone you have been in close contact* with traveled on a cruise ship or 
   internationally or to an area with a known communicable disease outbreak in the past 14 days?
*According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), “close contact” means:

• You were within 6 feet of someone who has COVID-19 for a cumulative total of 
15 minutes or more over a 24-hour period

• You had direct physical contact with an infected person (hugged or kissed them)
• You shared eating or drinking utensils
• An infected person sneezed, coughed, or otherwise got respiratory droplets on you

	
If the answer is YES to any one of the five questions above, the participant must stay home.

 

If all answers above are NO, proceed to the symptoms list below.

680-057 • 12/20 Revision

Symptoms of COVID-19
If anyone in your household has any one of the following new or worsening signs 

or symptoms of possible COVID-19, the entire household must stay home.

	 q	 q Shortness of breath Shortness of breath
	 q	 q Cough Cough
	 q	 q Fever of 100.0º or greater Fever of 100.0º or greater
	 q	 q Flu-like symptoms Flu-like symptoms
	 q	 q Repeated shaking with chills Repeated shaking with chills
	 q	 q Fatigue Fatigue
	 q	 q Muscle or body aches Muscle or body aches
	 q	 q Headache Headache
	 q	 q Sore throat Sore throat
	 q	 q Loss of taste or smell Loss of taste or smell
	 q	 q Diarrhea Diarrhea
	 q	 q Nausea or vomiting Nausea or vomiting

*Potential Higher-Risk Individuals*
q Yes  q No Are you in a higher-risk category as defined by the CDC guidelines, including older adults, 
  people with medical conditions, and those with other individual circumstances?

If the answer is “yes,” we recommend that you stay home. 
Should you choose to participate, you must have approval from your health care provider. 
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S = Supervision

❑ Understand local and state guidance on 
  preventing COVID-19 exposure. 

❑ Engage your chartered organization and 
 local council on necessary adjustments.

❑ Conduct the “before you gather” protocols.

A = Assessment 

❑ Identify participants who fall under the  
 CDC’s group of higher-risk individuals. 
 Notify all participants about the risks of 
 participating since COVID-19 exposure 
 cannot be eliminated.   

❑ Verify that the planned activity, gathering 
 or group sizes are not prohibited by local 
 or state orders.  

F = Fitness and Skill

❑ Review Annual Health and Medical Records 
 and consider using a pre-event screening 
 for all participants.

E = Equipment and Environment

❑ Verify that handwashing, hygiene and 
 cleaning supplies are available and used 
 properly.   

❑ Monitor social distancing, interactions 
 and sharing of equipment and food among 
 participants.

❑ Monitor participants for changing health 
 conditions.

❑ Use the “as you gather” protocols.

SAFE ≠ Risk-Free
As the response to the pandemic shifts to a 
state-focused, phased approach, the Boy Scouts 
of America advises local councils to consult with 
their local and state health departments, as 
well as local chartered partners, to implement 
appropriate protocols to help keep our members, 
volunteers and employees safe.  

Precautions and mitigation strategies are 
important, but they cannot eliminate the 
potential for exposure to COVID-19 or any
other illness when in-person activities resume.   

People with COVID-19 may show no signs or 
symptoms of illness, but they can spread the 
virus. Some people may be contagious before 
their symptoms occur. The fact is that someone 
with COVID-19 may pass the required health 
screenings and be allowed into program activities.   

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC) states that older adults and people of 
any age who have serious underlying medical 
conditions are at higher risk for severe illness 
from COVID-19. If you are in this group, please 
ensure you have approval from your health care 
provider prior to resuming in-person Scouting 
activities.

Every member, volunteer and 
family must evaluate their unique 

circumstances and make an 
informed decision before attending 

in-person activities.

We hope this information will be 
helpful as you make that choice.

For updates, please monitor 
https://www.scouting.org/coronavirus

Restart Scouting Checklist
As always, the safety of our Scouts, volunteers, employees and communities is our top 
priority. This checklist outlines several minimum guiding protocols that adult leaders/ 
volunteers must consider while working with local and state health departments, local 
councils, chartered organizations and Scouting families on when and how to resume 
meetings, service projects, camping and all other official Scouting activities.      

If it is not practical to meet these minimal protocols, do not restart in-person activities.   

Council News – Safe Restart– Page 1
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Before you gather:

❑ Consult your council and chartered organization to
understand community standards and protocols in place.

❑ Communicate to all parents and youth that the Boy
Scouts of America recommends that no one in the 
higher-risk category take part in person. Continue to 
engage virtually.  

❑ Communicate that anyone who feels sick must stay 
home. If you become sick or develop symptoms, isolate 
yourself then go home and seek care.

❑ Educate and train all participants on appropriate social 
distancing, cleaning and disinfecting, hand hygiene and 
respiratory (cough or sneeze) etiquette before meeting for 
the first time. Periodically reinforce the behaviors
as needed.

❑ Before attending, upon arrival and at least daily for 
longer events, all participants should be screened for any of 
the following new or worsening signs or symptoms of 
possible COVID-19:

• 	Cough

• 	Shortness	of	breath	or	difficulty	breathing

• 	Chills

• 	Repeated	shaking	with	chills

• 	Muscle	pain

• 	Headache

• 	Sore	throat

• 	Loss	of	taste	or	smell

• 	Diarrhea

• 	Feeling	feverish	or	having	a	temperature	greater 	
than	or	equal	to	100.0	degrees	Fahrenheit

• 	Known	close	contact	with	a	person	who	is
	lab-confirmed	to	have	COVID-19

❑ As appropriate, participants should have face 
coverings available to wear when gathering or when in 
public areas or venues. Several coverings per person may 
be needed.

❑ Communicate that those who take part in person 
should avoid contact with higher-risk individuals for 14 days 
after the event.

As you gather:  

❑ Minimize group sizes. Small groups of participants
who stay together all day every day, remain 6 feet apart
and do not share objects are at the lowest risk. Think of a
den or patrol that does not mix or gather with other dens
or patrols, with supervision that stays with the small group.
Scouting’s Barriers to Abuse always apply. 

❑ Stay local to your geographic area and groups for unit
activities. If you must travel, limit mixing with others along
the way.

❑ Minimize mixing with parents or siblings unless they
are part of the unit activity. For example, the same parent
picks up and drops off youth, and stays in the car. No guests
or visitors who have not been through the pre-gathering
protocols and screening should take part.

❑ Have hand sanitizer, disinfecting wipes, soap and water,
or similar disinfectant readily available for use at meetings,
activities and campouts.

❑ Minimize the use of common areas and shared tools.
If unavoidable, they should be thoroughly cleaned and
disinfected between uses.

❑ Develop dining protocols (including but not limited to):
• No self-serve buffet meals or common water coolers.
• Use of disposable utensils, napkins, cups and plates.
• Clean and disinfect eating and cooking gear after

each use.

❑ Develop tenting protocols for the group:
• Minimize use of fans or devices that stir the air.
• Campers should sleep head-to-toe in bunks or cots

spaced as far apart as possible.
• Individual tents, hammocks and bivys may be

considered.

❑ During program activities:
• Equipment that must be shared should be disinfected

before and after each use.
• Where possible, assign activity-related protective

equipment for the duration of an event to a single
individual (life jacket, gloves, harness).

• Effective handwashing before and after each program
area use.

❑ In case of an injury or illness, promptly report the
incident, including COVID-19 exposures. Utilize Incident
Reporting Resources, including COVID-19 instructions.

When you get home:  

❑ Avoid contact with higher-risk individuals for 14 days.
❑ Monitor for any signs of illness for 14 days, and

❑ Communicate with your unit leadership should you develop symptoms.

BIN 680-693
June 2020

Council News – Safe Restart– Page 2
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Support Scouting and buy popcorn. Visit www.trails-end.com/shop
to place an online order or contact roman.salamon@scouting.org for assistance.

SPRING SALES DATES
Online Sales: Starts now thru June 30
Traditional Sales: Starts March 8
Initial Orders Due (storefront/wagon): March 8

Initial Orders Pickup: March 26
Final Orders Due (wagon): April 26
Final Orders Pickup: May 14
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www.scouting.org/bethechange

Join us for a national celebration of service, leadership and
the groundbreaking accomplishments of the first female Eagle Scouts.
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Blackhawk Area Council
Hours, Phone, Address

Staff can be reached via email. See district rosters.

Phone number:
Council office 815-397-0210
Web Site: www. BlackhawkHub.org
  
National Scout Shop -- Rockford: 815-637-6180
Address:  2820 McFarland Road, Rockford IL 61107
Scout Shop hours:
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday – 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 

(closed for lunch 1:00 p.m. - 1:30 p.m.)
Wednesday and Sunday – closed
Saturday – 10 a.m. to 2 p,m.

National Scout Shop -- Crystal Lake: 815-479-0615
Address: 600 N. Rt. 31, Crystal Lake IL 60012
Scout Shop Hours:
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday – 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.;
 (closed for lunch 1:00 p.m. - 1:30 p.m.)
Thursday and Sunday – closed
Saturday – 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Schedule for All
Internet Couriers

All Couriers will be internet only. The deadline will be the first 
Tuesday of each month. The latest schedule is shown below. 

Deadline Months Covered Web Target 
Date

March 2 April through June March 10

April 6 May through July April 14

May 4 June through August May 11

June 1 July through September June 8

Camp Trading Posts
Canyon and Lowden online trading posts are now OPEN!

https://blackhawkhub.org/posts/55285/canyon-lowden-online-trading-
posts-are-now-open

Some of your favorite camp gear is now available to purchase 
online! Click on link above to see all the cool gear! What would you 
like to purchase?

Letter From the Council 
Commissioner

“The Commissioner…the Spy?”
Years ago as a new and young(ish) Cubmaster I was warned to keep 

my mouth shut at a Pack Committee meeting, “the Commissioner is 
coming, and they are a SPY.” Imagine my disappointment when the 
commissioner arrived. They did not wear a tuxedo, have any cool 
gadgets, or drive a cool sports car. They brought fresh baked, homemade 
cookies! This was a spy to be feared? OK, maybe the cookies had truth 
serum in them, because to be honest I did not keep my mouth shut.

A simplified definition of a spy is a person who collects and reports 
information. Our founder, Lord Baden-Powell often spied, as part of his 
duties during his military service. So in reality yes, a commissioner is a 
spy. Just not how you might think.

The commissioner looks for warning signs or problems the unit 
might experience, before the actual problems take place. We are looking 
for potential commissioners. Who are the leaders that have more to 
offer? Who is ready for new responsibilities in the unit, district, or 
council, and who does not realize it and needs a little guidance? We 
are looking for those that might need a little inspiration after a rough 
time, and who might need a sympathetic ear and advice. We are looking 
for what is working, and yes what the unit and leaders are doing right. 
You may help find the answer to another units problem, just by being 
yourself.

As for the other spy stuff, leave that to the movies and novels.

Yours in Scouting,
Double Oh…my knees hurt
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Ready! Set! Go!
Blackhawk Area Council Pinewood Derby 

Is on Track!
May 8-9, 2021

Winnebago County Fairgrounds
The Council Pinewood Derby races are back and in a new location. 

The large buildings at Winnebago County Fairgrounds allows us to 
run an in-person event while following social distancing and safety 
guidelines. 

Registration is now open for all Cub Scout Pinewood Derby race 
winners and runners-up, and best designs.

 Arrow of Light Extension: Youth who  cross-over to a troop prior 
to their pack event may return and participate in the unit’s race.

Pack Registration Fee
• $5 per participant, capped at $50 total for unit through April 5, 

2021
• Between April 6 - April 21 The fee increases to $10 per 

participant, capped at $100 total for unit

Pinewood Derby Rules and registration
       Please visit www.blackhawkhub.org/events

Need Help Cutting
Pinewood Derby Car?

Car Cutting Days at the  Council Scout Shops will be held February 
27,  March 13, and March 27 in Rockford and February 20 and March 6 
and March 20 in Crystal Lake – by appointment only!

 Please call 815-637-6180 for Rockford or 815-479-0619 
for Crystal Lake. Email RockfordScoutShop@scouting.org or 
CrystalLakeDcoutShop@scouting.org to make your appointment as 
soon as possible.

For more information, contact:
Andy Myshkowec at amyshkowec@gmail.com

Pinewood Derby Resources
Get ready for Pinewood Derby season with these online resources.

Virtual Event Tips:
Read this Scouting Magazine article for guidance on how to host a 

virtual or socially-distant Pinewood Derby event:
https://blog.scoutingmagazine.org/2020/12/15/get-ready-for-

pinewood-derby-with-these-virtual-events. 
 

 Pinewood Derby Headquarters: 
Whether it’s your first year or you’re basically the captain of the pit 

crew, you’ll find everything you need to have the BEST Pinewood on 
www.scoutshop.org/pinewood-derby. 

 

Online Workshops:
Tune into the Scout Shop’s Facebook page, www.facebook.com/

ScoutShopBSA, for workshops covering topics from hosting an event 
to decorating a car.
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Get on the Fast Track and Support Cub Scout’s Signature Event 

Sponsorship Levels 
Your generous support of Pinewood Derby helps deliver the Scouting Spirit to over 
1,000 youth and their families from 12 different counties in Northern Illinois and 
Southwestern Wisconsin. In addition to these levels, custom packages are available to 
align with your social responsibility goals.

$2000 – Victory Lap Sponsorship
Logo on official Event Patches (secure 
by 3/23/20) and Photo Backdrop

Recognition in Council Newsletter

Share remarks during awards ceremony

Signage throughout Event

Set up booth/product display

Recognition on Council Facebook Page 
and Event Webpage

$500 – Pit Stop Sponsorship
Recognition during awards ceremony
Signage in Competition Area
Set up booth/product display
Recognition on Council Facebook Page 
and Event Webpage

$150 - Track Sponsorship
Signage in Track Area
Recognition on Event Webpage

Pinewood Derby is the highlight of a Cub Scout’s year because of its fun and 

excitement. The event itself is a STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, 
Art, Math) physics racing challenge in which scouts design a car with the best 

weight distribution and lowest friction. But it is also a time for a scout and family to 

work together in a hands-on project that builds skills and character.

Date:
May 8-9, 2021

Location:
Winnebago County
Fairgrounds 
(Pecatonica, IL)

Audience:
1,000+ total over 
two-days

Contact:
Laura Cullotta, Development Director
laura.cullotta@scouting.org | 815-261-0353
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Klondike 2021 is a test of Scout skills and creativity. The event brings you some Scout favorite activities with a twist 
(think fire building but with marshmallows) along with new STEM-themed challenges (think igloo building but 
with ice cubes).

HOW IT WORKS 
• Teams compete in outdoor Klondike-themed activities on their 

own thru end of February; units may register multiple teams

• Teams receive an event ribbon, scorecard, and Leaders 
Guide that details activity setup and scoring

• Each team will assign an adult as their official judge

• Teams set up each outdoor activity on their own 
(activities are designed to use basic materials found in 
units inventory) or teams may choose to utilize one of the 
council locations

• Teams have until 5:00 p.m., Sunday, February 28 to 
complete all activities and submit their scorecard

• Top teams in each activity will be awarded; top teams for 
the overall event will be awarded

Open to all Troops, Crews, Webelos/Arrow of Light Dens

For more information and to register:
www.blackhawkhub.org/events

Units may register multiple teams;
patches available to purchase

$25 MAX 8 YOUTH & 2 ADULTS
PER TEAM

Klondike Activities 
• Dining Fly Mitten Assembly
• Don’t-Spill-the-Medicine Sled Run
• First Aid Scenario
• Ice Cube Igloo Build
• Ice Decoding 
• Ice Cube Lift
• Marshmallow Roast Fire Building
• Snow Blind Obstacle Course
• Snow Shoe Relay
• Winter Campout Meal Plan
• Winter Nature Hunt
• Winter Sled Design

OUTDOOR 
CHALLENGES
NOW THRU FEBRUARY 28
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U.S. Grant Pilgrimage
August 27 Through 29, 2021

The U.S. Grant Pilgrimage will have two options for 2021.
We will have the hybird virtual event will be available again. The 

virtual event will require a registration fee and a link to the virtual event 
will be included in the confirmation receipt. This link will go live in the 
month of April for units that want to visit Galena in the spring or over 
the summer. 

We will be holding an in-person event on August 27 through 
August 29 in Galena as long as covid guidelines allow. The Civil War 
encampment will again be part of Pilgrimage as well as the Galena 
Generals, Grant’s hme, the Bucket Brigade, and more.

To ensure we can offer the best Grant Pilgrimage event this year, we 
have moved the Pilgrimage to the end of the summer. Keep a lookout 
for more updates soon on exciting programming and an online trading 
post for all to enjoy,

Registration opens soon. Be sure to sign up early.  Additionally, the 
virtual hybrid -option will be available to everyone this Spring for units 
to enjoy the Grant Pilgrimage as it fits their schedule.

We would like to thank the City of Galena, Grants Home, Museums, 
and the countless volunteers for their hard work continuing the 
Pilgrimage tradition through everything this year has brought.   

For more information please visit the Pilgrimage website. For any 
questions and more information regarding the Pilgrimage please contact 
Matt Ohms at matt.ohms@scouting.org or 815-397-0210.

Scholarship Program 
Application Form

 Deadline for BSA/PADI Applications is December 31, 2021

 Applicants will be notified of status end of the First Quarter 
2022Diving Scholarships

The Professional Association of Diving Instructors (PADI) offers a 
multilevel scholarship program to introduce Scouts BSA, Venturers, and 
Sea Scouts to the exciting underwater world.

PADI recognizes that adventure is one of the key elements of 
Scouting and scuba diving is an exciting avocation or vocation that 
can be enjoyed in just about every part of the country. Please share this 
unique opportunity with Scouts in your council.

Program Details

Dive to
 Adventure

Continuous Fire Display
February 7-13, 2021

Located at Tumilowicz Center for Scouting
Sunday, February 7 through Saturday, February 13
Opening Ceremony: 2:00 p.m., Sunday, February 7
Closing Ceremony: 2:00 p.m., Saturday February13

Blackhawk Area Council presents the annual Continuous Fire display 
in honor of Scout Week and the Boy Scouts of America Anniversary. All 
are welcome to visit the fire. A regular schedule of Scouts, Cub Scouts, 
and Venturing youth and adult volunteers help keep the fire tended 24/7 
for the entire week of February  7-13, 2021. Scouts, families, and friends 
are invited to visit the Continuous Fire any time.

The fire is held behind the Blackhawk Area Council office at 2820 
McFarland Road, Rockford, Illinois. Units are encouraged to volunteer 
for a shift, and to visit.

Patches are available to order to commemorate this special 
occasion. Click here to pre-order patches.

Volunteer Fire Tenders
Volunteers signed up for shifts to help tender the Continuous Fire. 

Shifts are available for individuals or units to register. Units sign-up for 
a shift and may divide up responsibilities into multiple time segments. 
Please keep to a maximum of two volunteers per shift/segment; all other 
individuals are listed as guests. Each volunteer will receive an event 
patch. Additional patches may be purchased for guests.

    
Email Aaron Roby for additional information: aaron@oextreme.com

History of Continuous Fire Display
Ralph Zitelman was the Scoutmaster responsible for starting the 

Continuous Fire. In January of 1966, Zitelman wanted to do something 
unique for Scout Week that involved many youth. Tossing several ideas 
around with other Scouters and his three sons, he decided to build a fire 
that would last the whole week. A continuous fire.

Four troops manned the first fire which started on sunrise Scout 
Sunday. Scout Sunday is the Sunday starting the week February 8th falls 
in. Scouting started February 8, 1910. The four troops were 123 – Mt. 
Olive Church, 425 –  Christ United Methodist, 12 – Gloria Dei Lutheran, 
and 139 – Holy Family Church.

In 1980, the fire became a Mauhnahteesee District event. Troops 
took 12-hour shifts 6 a.m. to 6 p.m., and 6 p.m. to 6 a.m. from sunrise 
Sunday to sunset Saturday. The first fires were held at Mt Olive Lutheran 
Church then moved to Brookside Medical Center. In 1995 after 
Mauhnahteesee and Winnebago Districts merged to form Wanchanagi 
District a central location of Sinnissippi Park north of the gardens near 
Symbol was selected. In 2008, the fire was moved to Harlem United 
Methodist Church because of flooding in the park.

Ralph organized the fire until he died on December 30, 1990. Bud 
Dosier, Scoutmaster Troop 206, took over the responsibility until 1995 
when Don Reis, Scoutmaster Troop 206, took over. Bill Spivey and 
Mark Broman took the helm in 2017. Aaron Roby is organizing this 
year’s event.

This is our 55th year celebrating Scouting with Continuous Fire 
Display event.
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Time to register for Blackhawk 
Area Council’s “Venturing Blast”

Camp Lowden
Saturday, February 27
8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Calling all Venturing Crews and Scouts BSA youth (ages 14 and 
older). After careful planning with updated State and county health/
safety guidelines, Venturing Blast is now an IN-PERSON EVENT. 
The course will adhere to social-distancing guidelines as teams earn 
points on their way to being named the big winner at the closing of the 
event. With this honor comes bragging rights and a group prize. 

Bring your mask, a lunch, and  be ready to have an AMAZING 
time! Activities include service, physical challenges, adventures, 
creativity challenges, and team building.

Register Here!

Questions? Call Heather Lisser at 608-214-0970 or email hlisser@
yahoo.com.

Webelos / Arrow of Light 
Weekend

July 30 to August 1 -- Canyon Camp
Webelos/AOL Registration Is Open!
Canyon Camp's annual Webelos Summer Camp Weekend is July 

30-August 1, 2021
Cub Scout families with current Bear or Webelos in your pack – 

sign up today for the July 30-August 1 event. Our annual Webelos/AOL 
weekend is expected to fill once again. 

This program is held over a weekend to reduce the amount of time-
off needed for parents and leaders, covers multiple adventures, has great 
eats, and is one of the best priced programs in our area!

Canyon Camp’s program includes two nights of camping and 
awesome programs designed for older Cub Scouts working on Adventure 
Loops/Pins.  In addition to great food, all Scouts will experience summer 
camp in a way that will create lifelong memories and help them as they 
prepare for the transition to Scouts BSA.

Join us for a fun themed weekend with Swimming, Climbing, 
Archery, BB guns, great food, awesome campfire, and more!

2021 Adventures:
Into the Woods, Aquanaut, Art Explosion, Game Design

Register Here!
**Every registration includes a t-shirt, meals provided 

in our dining hall, and a platform tent for your use (optional/
while tents last)**
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“Ask a Friend” Recruiting
Share Scouting is our current theme for recruiting more youth. Each 

Scout who recruits a friend to join will receive this patch. Please visit the 
membership channel for the Google form to submit the names of youth 
that recruit a friend. Make sure all the families in your unit know about 
this program. Scouting is more fun if your friends are in it with you.

Membership News

The transition from Webelos to Scouts BSA is an important stage in 
a Cub Scout’s journey. It is crucial that leaders in Scouting do everything 
they can to make the process as seamless and inviting as possible for 
Webelos Scouts and their parents.

To make sure Scouts make the move from Webelos to Scouts BSA, 
follow these eight steps for a successful transition.
1. Select Scouts who represent your troop well to serve as den chiefs 

for Webelos Scout dens, while also arranging for den chief training.

2. Serve as a resource for overnight (and outdoor) activities. The troop 
can be of service to provide equipment, leadership, and logistics for 
Webelos parent-child campouts to show how troops operate in the 
outdoors.

3. Invite dens and parents to a troop meeting to show and explain the 
differences between Cub Scouting and Scouts BSA and to see the 
Methods of Scouting and its aims. Provide each Webelos Scout a 
copy of the troop’s calendar for the upcoming year.

4. Conduct an orientation for parents and Webelos led by youth leaders 
using the New Scout Parent orientation resource on Scouting.org.

5. Work with Webelos den leaders to encourage them to plan to move 
into the troop with their Webelos Scouts and to serve as either 
committee members or assistant Scoutmasters.

6. Conduct a Scoutmaster conference under the guidance of the 
Scoutmaster covering the meaning of the Scout Oath and Law, the 
advancement program, troop camping, the patrol method, summer 
camp, and personal equipment.

7. Work with the Cubmasters to implement a meaningful Webelos-to-
Scouts crossover ceremony at the pack’s Blue and Gold Banquet. 
Arrange for each Webelos Scout to receive a unique form of 
recognition like a troop t-shirt or neckerchief and Scouts BSA 
Handbook, along with the Arrow of Light Award.

8. Make sure to highlight the benefits of the Scouts BSA program 
and emphasize why it is so important for Webelos Scouts to join a 
troop.

Eight Ideas for an Easy
Webelos-to-Scouts BSA 

Transition
Article source: January 2018 -- https://Scoutingwire.org/8-ideas-for-

an-easy-webelos-to-boy-Scouts-transition

Resources and Materials
for Your Units  

The Marketing and Membership Hub is a resource to help you 
serve more youth in your area. From recruiting ideas to information 
about online registration, from social media best practices to marketing 
webinars, the Marketing and Membership Hub provides a one-stop 
online resource to discover, activate, and improve your marketing and 
recruiting strategy.

You may also access the BSA’s brand identity guidelines, 
customizable marketing assets, photos, videos and more. Visit https://
scoutingwire.org/marketing-membership to get started. 

“Share Scouting” Program 
When you think about all the great things you do in Scouting, 

wouldn’t your friends enjoy it too? Encourage your Scouts to invite a 
friend to join Scouting and earn a fun patch. Everything in Scouting is 
better with a friend!  

Here’s how Scouts may participate in the program: 
• Invite a friend to attend an in-person or virtual meeting, or Scouting 

activity. Program is open to all Scouting units (Pack, Troop, Crew, 
Post). 

• When the friend joins Scouting (submits completed registration), 
unit leaders may submit information via an online form on the 
Recruitment & Registration page found under Resources at www.
blackhawkhub.org. 

• If a unit submits 10+ new youth through the “Share Scouting” 
program, all registered members of the unit receive the patch. 

• If the friend joins another unit, the referring unit may still submit a 
form to receive a patch.
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Recognition of Advancement 
From Advancement News - December 2020 edition

Recognition is an important part of the Cub Scouting program. Child 
development research shows that acknowledgement using awards for 
children is a powerful tool in shaping positive behaviors. Recognition 
can be immediate, or it can be delayed. The timing has a big impact on 
reinforcing behavior that leads to character growth.

The design of the Cub Scout program is to establish good habits 
using positive reinforcement. The habits we want to shape are the aims 
of Scouting. They are character development, citizenship training, 
leadership, and mental and physical fitness.

In Cub Scouts, positive reinforcement occurs in two ways.
The first is having fun with the activity. We recently witnessed 

a den leader with an innovative way to conduct the Wolf Germs Alive 
adventure. The den leader put a twist on the activities to demonstrate 
how germs spread. At the beginning of the meeting, she pulled aside a 
“mystery” Scout. A product called Glo Germ was applied to the hands. 
Glo Germ is a clear product designed to teach proper handwashing. 
No one else knew the Scout was “infected.” Everyone wore masks and 
gloves during the meeting. Towards the end of the meeting she shared 
with the den the lesson on how germs spread and then took out the black 
light to demonstrate how just one person can spread germs. All the 
other Scouts could see where the germs landed. The kids were amazed 
and laughed at how they each were infected so easily. They learned a 
valuable lesson while having fun.

The second component for reinforcing positive behavior is 
recognition. In Cub Scouts, after completing all the requirements for 
an adventure, Scouts are rewarded with a belt loop or pin. According 
to child development experts, the shorter the time between the behavior 
and the reward, the higher the likelihood of success. The longer the time 
between the behavior and the reward the less likelihood of success, to 
the point that when enough time passes there is no connection between 
the behavior and the reward.

This is why Cub Scouts should be rewarded right away when 
they complete an adventure by receiving their adventure loop or pin, 
preferably at the conclusion of the den meeting or when the activity 
occurred.

This is the preferred method. Some packs save the presentation 
of the adventure loops and pins for the pack meeting. The time between 
when the adventure was completed and the presentation of the adventure 
loop or pin at a pack meeting for many, is too long a period to be 
effective. Youth do not internalize the new habit, even if it was fun.

Young Cub Scouts need immediate recognition to see the connection 
between the behavior and the reward. Time for them is about the here 
and now.

Our goal is to help build positive character in our youth. We do this 
with fun activities and recognition. To be effective, activities should be 
fun, and the recognition should be immediate so that our children can 
see the connection.

Cub Scouts
Blue and Gold Celebrations

 in 2021
A blue and gold is more than just a banquet or a ceremony, it can 

help define a community.
For many Cub Scout packs, February is blue and gold banquet month 

because the observance is associated with our Scouting Anniversary in 
early February. Units may certainly treat it as a birthday party for Cub 
Scouting.

The first recorded blue and gold banquet was held in the 1930s. 
At that time, the pack and all activities were run by the mothers of 
the neighborhood for their sons. To engage the fathers, a banquet was 
proposed.

To be able to attend, fathers, and sons had to create their own 
homemade utensils. The idea was to come up with an activity that father 
and son could do together. Sound familiar? The pack supports an activity 
that brings the family together.

As the idea of a blue and gold caught on with other packs, each 
created an event or banquet that best fit the needs of their community 
of families.

Precisely because the original intent of these events was to build a 
community among families. Blue and gold can be anything a unit wants 
it to be. There are no established requirements. Some units do not have 
a blue and gold. It is not a requirement.

If you want to have a meal and celebrate, work with the families in 
the pack and figure out the when, where, and how. If you want to have a 
ceremony, then have a ceremony that fits with the pack community. Blue 
and gold should be about celebrating the unit, and reflect the wishes of 
the participating families.

There is nothing sacred about February. Blue and Gold may take 
place anytime during the year. Some packs hold a blue and gold in May 
as a ceremony for rank advancement. This ensures that all the youth 
have ample opportunity to complete their adventures. Cub Scouts are 
young children who rely on adults to help them complete their activities. 
The goal is to create a path to success for them.

Another option is to hold an “end of the year“ picnic in the park. 
It could be a barbeque to allow adults and youth time to simply enjoy 
being together, with no other objectives.

One additional thought. If February is the month that your unit 
would like to hold the event, consider the possibility of having it on a 
Saturday as a breakfast and invite your larger community, those outside 
your Scouting community.

 Show what Scouting families look like. Now more than ever, 
families are looking for a way to connect with other families. Their 
children want to be around other kids. Many of our youth are attending 
school virtually or in a blended format. They really miss their social time 
with their peers. Adults are looking for contact with other adults. Blue 
and gold can be just the ticket to building a community using the Cub 
Scout Pack as the common bond.

Advancement News
As programs and opportunities modify over time, your friends at 

Advancement News will be here to share these insights with you in a 
new format.

Advancement News will be published directly to the Advancement 
Resources page of Scouting.org. Each bi-monthly edition will be found 
at the Advancement News site.

As advancement changes regularly, note that the most current 
versions of items found in Advancement News supersedes previous 
versions. As always, the current edition of the Guide to Advancement 
that is found online is the primary source.

Cub Scouts
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12th Point of the Scout Law
Work on Your Religious 

Emblems
Calling all Scouts! Remember the 12th  point of the Scout Law – you 

got it – Reverent!
Reverence is an important part of Scouting and for all ages!  In fact, 

there are several awards that one can work on and you can find these by 
looking at HTTP://WWW.PRAYPUB.ORG 

After you know what book you need, call the Scout Shop and order 
it or pick it up if they have it in stock. You might need the mentor book 
also for your parents or religious leader to help you.  

Parents, now is the time to encourage your youth to work on their 
awards. What a treasure it is to spend time talking to your own youth.

If you have any questions about the awards or process, contact Mr 
Broman (Mr B) and he can help you. His email is mrb3@att.net.

God Bless,
Mr. B

Council News

Volunteer Recognition
(From Advancement News, September-October 2019)

Human beings of all ages love recognition. We might not always 
want to admit it, or we might think some recognitions are silly, but we 
still want to be recognized for a good effort or a job well done. Research 
and leadership theory backs that up.
• The Gallup Organization says one of the most important elements 

of a successful team is when a member answers “Yes” to “Have I 
received recognition or praise for doing good work?”

• One favorite learning organization, the Disney Institute, says: 
“Recognition can be empowering, often propelling people to higher 
levels of engagement.”

• The psychology blog Exploring Your Mind says, “If we are 
recognized and respected, our self-esteem blossoms. But be 
careful! Just as we accept it, it is also essential to know how to offer 
recognition to others.”

Baden-Powell recognized the value and importance of recognition 
for youth, e.g., badges of merit, as well as adults, e.g., a wooden bead on 
a leather thong, in Scouting from its earliest days. The founders of the 
Boy Scouts of America followed this concept, too.

Most of us are well aware of the elements and importance of youth 
recognition, but at times we forget the value of adult recognition. As 
advancement and recognition leaders we really need to make an effort 
to recognize our volunteers for their efforts. And, since many volunteers 
are not seeking recognition, other volunteers might have to be the ones 
who make it happen rather than let it happen or hope it happens.

Recognition is the “psychic paycheck” we seek when we volunteer. 
It keeps volunteers motivated and, in the case of recognition for units 
such as the Journey to Excellence, it helps to promote a good feeling 
among Scouts, leaders, parents, and the chartered organization regarding 
their Scouting program: “WE are a Gold JTE Unit!”
• Do you make sure training and service awards are applied for and 

presented to deserving Scouters in  Customize your experience
• District Award of Merit, Silver Beavers, and even Silver Antelopes, 

and Distinguished or Outstanding Eagle Scout Awards?
• Do you present some of these awards in public, or do you present 

them in private? Or worse – by mail? Banquets, pack meetings, 
courts of honor, and service area meetings are great venues for 
recognition. Use them or create events in your service area to 
facilitate recognition.

Furthermore, when volunteers who contribute in an outstanding way 
are recognized, we as advancement and recognition leaders who helped                                           
to make it possible, feel good too. We might not be the ones who get 
that certificate or square knot, but we know we played a role in making 
sure the right person did – and in seeing the good that will likely happen 
in the future because of the recognition. Section 3.0.0.0 of the Guide 
to Advancement has some points on how you can recognize youth and 
volunteers. You can also find valuable information about the multitude 
of BSA awards available on Scouting.org on the Advancement and the 
Awards-Central pages. Make sure you remember to recognize!

#TrekAt2
Social distancing may keep you from physically canyoneering at 

Zion National Park or traversing unseasonably cold streams at Yosemite. 
But you and your kids can still take on rugged explorations you never 
imagined!

Every Monday, Wednesday, and Friday at 2 p.m. Central, Scout Life 
magazine editors are jumping on Facebook Live to share treks, jokes, 
and mind-bending facts that will take your kids on a journey all over the 
world – and even to space!

Share This Chance to Keep Kids’ Minds Active
Families, educators, and kids are in need of mental stimulation and 

fulfillment now more than ever. As always, we’re committed to making 
sure children live active, exciting lives.

Consider sharing this post with your friends, neighbors, teachers, 
youth volunteers and the youth you serve.

How to Tune Into #TrekAt2
1. Set a reminder on your phone. Every Monday, Wednesday, and 

Friday, a few minutes before 2 p.m. Central (that’s 3 p.m. Eastern, 
12 p.m. Pacific), gather your kids or family unit around your phone, 
tablet, or computer.

2. Head to #TrekAt2
3. Get ready for the Facebook page to go live so you and the famly 

can enjoy an adventure from inside your home.
4. Comment along and share family-friendly jokes. Our hosts are 

reading your comments in real-time and would love to give you a 
shout out!
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Make a Gift That
Lasts a Lifetime

Have you ever thought about a financial gift to Scouting that lasts a 
lifetime? In addition to donating to Friends of Scouting each year, which 
is absolutely necessary for the council to operate; there are other ways to 
donate that will create a financial pipeline in perpetuity for our council 
and Scouting programs and help us “Scout Our Future.”

It is our Council Endowment Committee’s goal to be able to fund 
all of our council program expenses through the interest generated 
from our Council Endowment. This goal is not something that can be 
completed in a single year, but a goal our entire Scouting community 
must take on together to achieve.

Specifically,
Our Mission: “To provide ongoing financial support for Scouting 
programs in the Blackhawk Area Council”

Our Vision: “To ensure that Scouting in the Blackhawk Area Council 
is gratis from perennial, financial constraints in perpetuity”

So What Is an Endowment?
An endowment is a fund held to provide interest and dividend 

earnings for the benefit of a charitable cause. Ultimately, it is a life 
preserver that generates income each and every year for our council. 
With a gift to the Council Endowment Fund, you are supporting Scouting 
throughout your lifetime and beyond.  

Unlike Friends of Scouting, your donations are held in a restricted 
fund, meaning only the interest and dividends earned from your gift can 
be used for council support each year. What this means is that if our 
endowment grows large enough, the Blackhawk Area Council will be 
able to improve its programs, cut costs for programs, and overall be free 
from the constraints of financial hardships.

There are several recognitions for Endowment gifts and different 
types of gifts that can be accepted such as cash, estate gifts, charitable 
remainder trusts, and much more. I invite you to read more about this 
great way to make a lifetime impact to the Blackhawk Area Council by 
visiting www.blackhawkscouting.org/scoutingourfuture

Should you have an interest in donating to our Endowment or have 
questions, please contact the council service center any time at 815-397-
0210  and someone will be happy to assist.

Blackhawk Area Council
James E. West Pledge Card

Please choose a level of commitment: 
       ____$1000   ____$5000  ____$10,000  ____ $15,000 
Donor Information and Affiliation:        
In Memory/Honor of __________________________________
Name  _____________________________________________
Pledge Signature _____________________________________
Address _____________________________________________ 
City ___________________________________  State  ______   
Zip ______________ 
Email ___________________________________
Date _______________________ 

_____ NEW - James E West   _____ EXISTING: Please add to 
my James E West Account
_____ Send Me Information on Endowment Events
_____ Send Me Information on Endowment giving - Gifts can be   

given over a period of time.
_____ Send Me Information on Will Services

Method of Payment and Billing Schedule:
_____ Cash
_____ Check # _______ ______
  (Make payable to Blackhawk Area Council)
_____ Visa  _____ Master Charge  _____ American Express
_____  Credit Card # _______________________________   
Exp. Date ______________
_____  Bill Me: _____ Monthly  _____ Quarterly  _____ 
Annually ______

Name on Card _______________________________________   
CSV# _______

Guide to Safe Scouting
“Be safe” is one of the watch words of Scouting. According 

to Former Chief Scout Executive Michael Surbaugh, “the BSA is 
committed to safety.” He charges each of us to commit ourselves to 
creating a safe and healthy learning environment. It behooves all of us to 
keep this charge in mind every time our Scouts get together. The Scout’s 
parents entrust their children to our care and expect them to be safe, 
secure, healthy, and happy.

Our definitive guide to safety in all of our Scouting activities is 
the Guide to Safe Scouting. It has a great deal of information on a wide 
range of topics. Every Scouter should be familiar with this guide and 
should check it regularly.

The Guide to Safe Scouting can be found at http://www.scouting.
org/Healtandsafety/GSS.aspx.

The online version is updated quarterly. A PDF version is also 
available for download.

Be sure to check the guide for the latest changes before any outing 
or event.

Not all learning happens in the classroom.
We are equipping young Americans for life.
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Every Scout Deserves a
Trained Leader

If you had a magic wand, would you use it to make the Scouting 
program better and more fun for youth so they stayed in Scouting longer, 
so it had a larger impact on their lives? What if the same magic wand 
made leadership roles easier, more rewarding, and led to better retention 
among adult leaders? Would using that magic wand be a top priority?

Well, such a magic wand does exist—in the form of the learning 
programs for leaders in the Boy Scouts of America.

Common sense tells us that training is  important and research shows 
the importance of trained leaders. A trained leader is knowledgeable and 
more confident in the role being performed.  Trained leaders exhibit 
knowledge and confidence that is picked up by people around them.

Trained leaders impact the quality of programs, leader tenure, youth 
tenure, safety and a whole lot more. A trained leader is better prepared to 
make the Scouting program all it can be!

Wood Badge C7-660-21
Wood Badge Registration Is Now Open.

This training is for any Scouter who is trained in their current 
position. Check out the information listed at the site below. If you have 
any questions, contact Ken Wisniewski at wlkw03@gmail.com.

Find out more about Wood Badge here

Location
Camp Lowden (Oregon, IL)

Dates
Session 1 – August 20-22, 2021
Session 2 – September 25-26, 2021

Registration has begun
Last day to register – August 10, 2021

Cost – $250 per person
Early discount before June 1, 2021 – $30.00 will apply

Training Awards Update
In  response  to  feedback  from  Scouters  around  the  BSA,  the  

Volunteer  Development  Team, at Scouting U, has taken another look 
at the Scouter’s Training Awards and has updated the requirements.

Requirements have been changed to make it possible, once again, 
for all members of unit committees to earn the appropriate Training 
Award for their position within the unit. The district committee award 
has been updated to provide council options with the end of the Journey 
to Excellence for districts.

Thank you for your feedback, your support of volunteer recognition, 
your commitment to training and to delivering the best possible 
Scouting experience to youth in your community.

Access the Training Award Progress Records and applications at: 
https://www.scouting.org/training/adult/

Enthusiasm
You can do anything if you have enthusiasm. Enthusiasm is 

the yeast that makes your hopes rise to the stars. Enthusiasm is the 
sparkle in your eyes. It is the swing in your gait, the grip of your 
hand, the irresistible surge of your will and your energy to execute 
your ideas. Enthusiasts are fighters. They have fortitude. They 
have staying qualities. Enthusiasm is at the bottom of all progress. 
With it there is accomplishment. Without it there are only alibies.

Welcome to “A Taste of Okpik”!
Okpik is a popular, informative, and FUN winter camping training 

program that BAC has offered annually for the last 10 years.  However, 
given that our regular course has been cancelled this year due to Covid-19 
restrictions, we have created a unique alternate opportunity for you...  “A 
Taste of Okpik”!

This mini program will teach you highlights from our full course 
instruction, and be open for questions about winter camping.

Winter camping is a natural for social distancing... there are no 
crowds, it’s outside, and your face is already covered to stay warm! 

This program is open to all registered scouts (age 14 or older) and 
scouters, and the cost is just $5 to cover facility fees. Sign up now and 
come find out what Okpik is all about!  Space is limited, so please 
reserve your spot by choosing the best location / date for you from the 
options below. 

Covid-19 safety policies will be followed at each session.  Masks 
will be required and group sizes will be limited.  The program will be 
taught outdoors (weather permitting), so please dress appropriately (in 
layers) to be comfortable outside for up to 2 hours.  Please bring a water 
bottle, notetaking supplies and a camp chair. Be ready to have some fun!  
Don’t miss out on this great opportunity to get a sneak peek into this 
fantastic training course!

If you have any questions, please contact Heide Kuhns at 
heidekuhns@comcast.net .

Please make sure that you bring a face covering and water to drink. 
Thank you!

Click on your date / location below!
March 13 at Canyon Camp or Camp Lowden, 10 a.m.

March 20 at Rockford or Crystal Lake, 10 a.m.
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New Video Series Delivers the 
Ultimate Den Leader Experience

By now, you’ve probably caught word of Scoutbook’s Den Leader 
Experience, the free web app that makes it easier than ever for den leaders 
to prepare for and lead meetings, track advancement and attendance, 
and more. So, how could preparing for a den meeting possibly get any 
easier?

Leave it to the Scoutbook team to find new ways to streamline and 
simplify the den leading process—because they’ve now introduced a 
video series to help you navigate the Den Leader Experience app and get 
the most out of this terrific new tool.  

Based on the top questions the Scoutbook team received since the 
launch of the Den Leader Experience, these videos were created in the 
spirit of continuous improvement. The video series uses quick, to-the-
point snapshots that will help any den leader get started, whether you’re 
a tech novice or an app aficionado.

From home screen how-tos to den invitations, check out the list 
below to see how these videos can offer you the best Den Leader 
Experience possible. You can also find all 16 videos at Scouting.org/
DenLeaderTips.

Dashboard:
Accessing Your Account
Navigating the Main Pages
Taking Training
Finding Resources
Preparing for the Next Meeting
Selecting Your Den
Setting Up a Den

Meetings:
Understanding the Calendar View
Editing Your Calendar
Taking Attendance

Roster:
Finding Parents
Finding Your Scouts
Inviting a Leader to Your Den
Inviting a Parent to Your Den
Inviting a Scout to Your Den
Viewing an Adult’s Profile

Check out the Den Leader Experience for yourself through 
Scoutbook and be sure to head to Bryan on Scouting’s story to learn 
more about the awesome features! 

For questions on the Den Leader Experience or Scoutbook in general, 
you can always contact the Scoutbook support team at: Scoutbook.
support@scouting.org. You can also read answers to frequently asked 
questions http://Scoutbook Den Leader Experienc.

As always, keep an eye on Scoutbook.com for updates and stay 
tuned to Scouting Wire for details on another new video series featuring 
den leader tips and Cub Scout rank overviews!

Training Talk

It Is Time to Update Your
 Youth Protection Training

A big thank you to our Scouters and parents who have taken the 
opportunity to renew their Youth Protection training online while we all 
shelter in place!  If you haven't yet, please CLICK HERE  to be taken 
directly to the Youth Protection training page at my.scouting.org where 
you can update your Youth Protection training. 

As a reminder, Blackhawk Area Council now requires that your 
YPT training is valid through the END of your charter period, or we 
will not recharter you. That means that your YPT training must be 
valid through December 31, 2021, at a bare minimum. 

If you are unsure when your training expires, you can log in to 
your account online and it will display the date for you. You can also 
ask your unit committee chair, as that person  can also see training 
records for all adults in the unit.
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ALL MEETINGS ARE ZOOM MEETINGS.   A ZOOM INVITATION W(ILL BE SENT TO REGISTERED SCOUTERS.
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Winter Activity
There is magic to camping in winter. It is one of the most challenging 

outdoor adventures. However, potentially extreme weather conditions, 
cold temperatures, and unique hazards associated with outdoor winter 
activities require careful planning to ensure safety.

General Information
Eating the right type of food when camping or playing in the cold 

is important.
One of the best ways to remember what is appropriate to eat when you 

are spending extended periods of time outside in cold weather is to use 
good nutrition to build the fire within. Make sure your food consumption 
includes sugars, which act like a fire starter; carbohydrates and proteins, 
which act as kindling; and fats that produce the energy needed to keep 
the fire burning and your body running at peak performance. Stay away 
from caffeinated drinks such as soda, coffee, and tea; drink plenty of 
plain water to keep yourself properly hydrated.

Keeping warm is the most important part of cold-weather camping 
and outdoor activities. Use the “C-O-L-D” method to stay warm. 

C=Clean: Since insulation is only effective when heat is trapped by dead 
air spaces, keep your insulating layers clean and fluffy. Dirt, grime, 
and perspiration can mat down those air spaces and reduce the 
warmth of a garment.

O=Overheating: Avoid overheating by adjusting the layers of your 
clothing to meet the outside temperature and the exertions of your 
activities. Stay hydrated by drinking plenty of water, and refrain 
from drinking caffeinated drinks that act as diuretics.

L=Loose layers: A steady flow of warm blood is essential to keeping 
all parts of your body heated. Wear several loosely fitting layers of 
clothing and footgear that will allow maximum insulation without 
impeding your circulation. Having clothing that is brightly colored 
(orange or red) is also a good idea, so hunters and sportsmen can see 
you in snowy conditions. Always have a hat and wear it.

D=Dry: Sweaty, damp clothing and skin can cause your body to cool 
quickly, possibly leading to frostnip and hypothermia. Keep dry by 
avoiding clothes that absorb moisture. Always brush away snow on 
your clothes before you enter a heated area. Keep clothing around 
your neck loosened so that body heat and moisture can escape 
instead of soaking through your layers.

Hypothermia
Hypothermia is an abnormally low body temperature that is 

dangerous, and potentially fatal if not properly cared for. Hypothermia 
most often occurs when individuals are exposed to extremely cold 
temperatures for extended periods of time. However, it can also occur 
in warmer environments in situations such as wearing wet clothing 
in windy conditions, becoming chilled from being in the rain for an 
extended period, or submersion in cold water. Sweating leads to wet 
clothing, which increases the possibility of becoming chilled. Dressing 
in layers that are easy to put on or take off will help you to avoid 
becoming chilled, or becoming too warm and sweating heavily in your 
clothes. Planning is essential before a trek or outing to make sure you are 
prepared for possible changes in environmental conditions.

General Information
Hypothermia occurs when the body loses heat faster than it can 

be generated. A person is experiencing hypothermia when the body 
temperature drops 2 degrees Fahrenheit or more below that individual’s 
normal body temperature. Normal body temperature is usually 
considered to be 98.6 F (37 degrees Celsius), but many people have a 
normal body temperature below that level.

Once the body temperature begins to drop, the heart, brain, and 
other organs start losing the ability to function properly. Left untreated, 
these vital organs will begin to fail, eventually leading to death. A person 
experiencing hypothermia often isn’t aware of their condition because 
the onset is gradual and, as hypothermia progresses, they become 
confused and agitated.

To prevent hypothermia, be aware of your environment and dress 
accordingly. Cover all exposed skin surface possible to help prevent heat 
loss. Avoid activities and clothing that will cause you to sweat a lot. The 
combination of wet clothing and cold temperatures will cause more heat 
loss. Wear multiple layers and stay dry.

Signs/Symptoms of Hypothermia
• Feeling cold, shivering uncontrollably
• Cool or cold skin on the abdomen, chest, or back
• Presence of the “umbles”
     — Stumbles: loss of control over movement
     — Mumbles: slurred or incoherent speech
     — Fumbles: poor coordination or reaction time
     — Grumbles: change in behavior or attitude
• Fatigue

For more details about hyperthermia or dozens of other safety 
subjects, go to Scouting.org/safetymoments
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Now Open!
2021 ScoutsBSA Summer Camp Registration!

2021 will be here before you know it!

Sign up your troop today!  2021 will be filling up quickly!

Camping

32 foot Climbing structure to complete our Zip-line and 
High Ropes area.  
New Merit Badges: Graphic Art, Textile, Insect Study, 
Scouting Heritage, and Metalwork.

Canyon Camp
Week 1 June 20, 2021 - June 26, 2021 - FULL
Week 2 June 27, 2021 - July 3, 2021 - FULL
Week 3 July 4, 2021 - July 10, 2021 - LIMITED SPACE
Week 4 July 11, 2021 - July 17, 2021 - FULL
Week 5 July 18, 2021 - July 24, 2021

Register online for for Canyon Camp at 
CanyonCampBSA.org

New Pprogram Features
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Summer Camp –
More Than Just Fun

Scout troops which go to summer camp use the advancement 
program and Scouting activities to provide learning experiences – and 
fun! Scouts discover what they don’t know, and soon want to master the 
skills necessary for advancement.

When the Scoutmaster is with his group at summer camp, he gets 
to know his individual Scouts better, since he is with them at some time 
each day during the six-day encampment.

The Scouts learn to interact, to work together toward a common 
goal. They develop team spirit, using the time-tested patrol method. 
Benefits that are often overlooked are opportunities to meet new 
Scouting friends and to “see how the other troops do it.” 

New High-Adventure Base
 “Find Your Adventure”

Portal Launches
Scouting Wire October 30, 2020

The BSA’s Outdoor Adventures team is gearing up to welcome 
Scouts and Scouters to high-adventure bases for the 2021-2022 seasons. 
To help you manage registering for these life-changing experiences, you 
can log on to a new “Find Your Adventure info” portal.

Registration for 2022 opens during the last week of October at 
Philmont Scout Ranch, Florida Sea Base, Northern Tier, and the Summit 
Bechtel Reserve.

Through the new portal, you can review and register for any of 
the BSA’s high-adventure bases all from one site. Different from the 
previous system, you will be required to log in with your My.Scouting 
credentials.

Reservations are finalized in the order they are received, so log in to 
your My.Scouting account to confirm your username and password, and 
that all your information is current. Your reservation will be populated 
from the information in your My.Scouting account. To help you Be 
Prepared, review this checklist.

By confirming you can log in, or resetting your information if 
needed ahead of time, you will have a smoother registration process. 
If you need help resetting your password, check out these instructions.

For information on “High-Adventure Week” go to “Bryan on 
Scouting” (October 26, 2020) which delves into the new, exciting 
programs and treks offered at the high-adventure bases for 2022. 

Still looking for a 2021 adventure? Individual treks are still 
available at Philmont Scout Ranch and crew slots are still available at 
the other three bases.

What Is a Scouter
A Scouter is one who knows it’s not about them but about the 

youth we serve, who knows it’s not about building campfires in 
the rain and tying square knots but it is about sharing leadership 
skills and opportunity with others, who knows that Scouting is not 
perfect but is a safe environment for youth to learn lifelong skills, 
who knows we are blessed by the opportunity of doing our small 
part to support the Scouting movement.

#Join the Fun in 21
We made it! It’s 2021... now what?! It’s time to prepare for summer 

camp 2021. Our mantra this year, in the words of Lee Binkley, is for you 
and your fellow Scouts to “Join the fun in ‘21!”

The camp staff has interviewed and are anxiously awaiting their 
appointments for this summer. With more than 90% of our applicant pool 
submitted, we have only a few staff positions remaining. E-mail us today 
at Program.Canyon@gmail.com if you were considering applying but 
didn’t quite pull the trigger (sorry –  our shooting sports program seems 
to have received enough applicants, but we have other options for you to 
apply for!). 

This month we are contacting all 60+ units which have registered for 
camp thus far to update your estimated registrants. We want to provide 
the best summer camp possible and getting a clearer picture from you 
will help us do this. Be sure to let us know aa soon as possible – don’t 
worry, these are just estimates and $50/Scout deposits are not due until 
April. 

As of today, our projected attendance for the summer season is  
close to 900 Scouts BSA registrants as of today. We even have our first 
Webelos/AOL registrants secured as well! There is much anticipation for 
our Scouts to get outdoor and enjoy the Spirit of Canyon Camp. If your 
unit has not yet secured your spot, be sure to register today- Weeks 1, 
2, and 4 are already at capacity. Learn more and register today at www.
canyoncampbsa.org/register.

We have many adventures planned for 2021, and we can’t wait to 
have you join us for them!
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Camp and OA News

Recently, the Camp Lowden Alumni Association was formed 
as a way for dedicated camp alumni to help support Camp Lowden 
financially and through volunteerism.  

It is the mission of the CLAA to unite Friends of Camp Lowden 
and Camp Lowden Staff – past, present, and future  –  for the purpose 
of serving Scouting adventures, teaching and instilling the Scouting 
Ideals, and preserving Camp Lowden in order to create memories that 
will last a lifetime. The CLAA will support Camp Lowden through 
Staff Scholarships, volunteer hours, maintenance funds, and dedication 
to Blackhawk Area Council Approved Projects pertaining to Camp 
Lowden.

Membership is open to any individual or family with ties to Camp 
Lowden or considers themselves a “Friend of Camp Lowden.”  The 
CLAA offers a variety of membership levels and terms of membership.  
Benefits of membership include
• A commitment to sustaining programming at Camp Lowden
• Membership Card
• Quarterly Newsletter
• Invitations to “Alumni Happenings”
• Eligibility to run for a position on the CLAA Advisory Committee
• Access to purchase CLAA exclusive branded items

More benefits may be added as the Association gets fully up and 
running.

For more information or to request a membership application, please 
contact Jason Endress at chem_rulz@mchsi.com

New Initiative:
Stewards of Canyon Camp

Dear Canyon Camp Alumni and Friends,
Canyon Camp holds a special place in each of our hearts; it helped 

shape who we became as adults. As each successive generation of 
Scouts makes their way through the front gate of camp into the lower 
parking lot, we know that the dedicated camp staff is ready to give them 
an amazing week. They will become the heroes to those young Scouts. 
In turn, the Spirit of Canyon Camp will encourage some of those young 
Scouts to join the ranks of the next generation of staff who will learn 
about those “Little Scouts who follow me.”

Several alumni recently pondered the question of how they could 
help camp, the list of needs was deep and wide, but the resources 
available were not. A plan was created that took inspiration from the 
founders of Canyon Camp. The vision of Dr. Eugene Vickery, Paul 
Watz, and Clayton Chatters was to find a place where Scouting could 
flourish into the future. Together we, the alumni and friends of Canyon 
Camp, will come together and pool resources to ensure that Scouting 
continues to flourish along the banks of Coon Creek.

You will find the details of the Stewards of Canyon Camp initiative 
here, and we hope you will consider joining us in this endeavor, for it 
shall be, as you will have it.

Camp Lowden 
Alumni Association 

Seeks Members

Introducing the Stewards of
Canyon Camp

Mission Statement: Our mission is to ensure that the Spirit of 
Canyon Camp can continue to impact the lives of young people into the 
future by collectively pooling resources to have maximum impact on the 
program and facilities at Canyon Camp.

Goal: Each year we will consult with the Camp Director(s), Property 
Committee, and Council Program Director to identify a list of needs, 
both program focused as well as facility focused.  Each year the money 
collected through the Stewards of Canyon Camp  will fund projects 
from the list as chosen by the members of the Leadership Council.

Donations:  We are asking each member of the Stewards of Canyon 
Camp to donate $250 towards the fund each year. As a thank you, you 
will receive a limited edition silver-threaded Canyon Camp patch.  
As this is our inaugural year for the Stewards of Canyon Camp, you 
will also get a Founder segment patch and a 2020 year segment patch. 
Each year that you continue to support the Canyon Camp Stewards 
initiative you will get yearly segments, all in silver thread. If you recruit 
another supporter to our fund, then yes we have a Recruiter segment 
for you! Patches will be handed out during a Wednesday night family 
night during the summer camping season (2020 to be disbursed next 
summer).  Regular members of the Stewards who donate for four years 
will be awarded a limited edition gold-threaded Canyon Camp patch.

Stewards Leadership Council: The Leadership Council will be 
composed of members that choose to increase their commitment+ to 
the Spirit of Canyon Camp by donating $1,000 each year. The board 
members will receive the golden Canyon Camp patch and corresponding 
golden segments.  Each year in the spring, the board will have a dinner 
meeting in Rockford or conference call to discuss the proposed projects 
and decide which project(s) will be supported by the Stewards of Canyon 
Camp annual fund.  Each December, the Leadership Council will create 
an annual report/update to send out to all Stewards detailing the status 
of each funded project and previewing upcoming needs at the camp. 

Payments:  Payments can be made either a single payment or if 
you prefer, we can arrange for a monthly installment plan that better fits 
your budget.
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Sycamore District
Serving McHenry County in Illinois

Sycamore District Committee Sycamore District Calendar
February 2021

11 Roundtable
15 President’s Day, council service center closed
25 District Commissioner meeting
27    Venturing Blast

March
2 Courier deadline for dates through June
4 District Committee meeting
11 Roundtable
25 District Commisioners meeting

April
2 Good Friday, council service center closed
6 Courier deadline
8 Roundtable
22 District Commissioners meeting

Committee Chair – Matthew Ewertowski, 815-276-7821
Vice-Chair of Membership, Karla Zander, 847-650-9951
Cub Scout - Fall Roundup - Donald  Novak, 847-497-9223
Cub Scout - Spring Recruitment Donald Novak, 847-497-9223
Webelos-to-Scout Tansition – Sarah Frey, 224-430-7124
Boy Scout Open House – Tamyra Riniker, 224-305-9473
Vice Chair of Finance – Charles Natoli, 847-531-7765
Family Friends of Scouting Chair – Kathleen Moore, 847-987-81221
Community Friends of Scouting Chair – Vacant
Popcorn Kernel – Cynthia Graf, 815-245-8927
Sporting Clays – Mason Gennardo, 847-532-0208
Legacy of Service – Karla Zander, 847-650-9951
Vice-Chair of Administration – Leah Beeson, 847-502-2452
Nominating Committee Chairperson – Lance Snider, 630-525-0518
 Committee Member – Jennifer Broadfield, 847-754-7080
 Committee Member – Russ Friend, 847-915-866
 Committee Member – Pierre Langlois, 815-675-6524
 Committee Member – Chuck Natoli, 847-531-7765
 Committee Member – Blair Piotrowski,  847-712-0867
Risk Management Representative – Michael McCleary, 815-337-9016
 District Dinner Chair – Carrie Fiorina, 815-355-6145
Awards and Recognition –
Noteworthy Editor – Rachel Friend, 224-829-6479
Web Administrator – Rachel Friend, 224-829-6479
Local Media Coordinator –
Public Relations Chairperson – Kurt Kokoruz
Vice-Chair of Program – Brian Gahan
Advancement and Recognition Chairperson – Jamie Klinefelter
 Internet Advancement Pack Coordinator – Vacant
 Internet Advancement Troop Coordinator –
   Denike Warden, 847-863-0929
 Life-Eagle Board Coordinator - Michael Lumpp,  815-344-1088
 Activities and Civic Service Chairperson - Vacant
 Klondike Chair – Kurt Kokoruz - 815-307-8027
 Scouting for Food – Susan Clancy-Kelly, 847-516-3782
 Woods of Webelos Coordinator – Gail Krec, 815-675-6578
  Merit Badge Day – Denike Warden, 847-863-0929
 Camp Promotion and Outdoor Chairperson - Casey Slick 
  815-243-5582
 Day Camp Administrator – Christina Bahnsen, 815-245-6303
 Day Camp Administrator – Lisa DeRusha, 815-861-9203
OA Advisor –  Dan Koleno, 815-344-4569
Venturing Chairperson – Ken Wisniewski. 847-962-1413
District Religious Coordinator – Chris Walneck, 847-565-6846
Training Chairperson – Christina Bahnsen, 815-245-6303
 Assistant Training Chair – Vacant
 Cub Scout Training – Tyson Carter, 708-642-1972
 Boy Scout Training – Tara Northway
 Venturing Training – Randy Jenovai, 847-971-5560
District Commissioner – David Beeson, 847-754-43927
Senior District Executive – Michael Ancheta, 815-397-0210

2021 Cub Scout Day Camp
Save the Dates! 

The Sycamore District Cub Scout program team is excited to invite 
you and your Cub Scout(s) to the 2021 Day Camp. The team is actively 
working on a safe, fun, outdoor program.

More information will be sent via email soon!  For now, mark these 
dates on your calendar! 
• Lion (K) / Tiger (1st): Sunday, June 27
• Wolf (2nd) / Bear (3rd): Monday June 28 – Thursday, July 1
• Webelos (4th) / AOL (5th): Monday, June 14 – Thursday, June 17

(Reminder: choose the date for your Scout’s next rank - not the 
current rank.)

More information coming soon on our Facebook page “Friends of 
Sycamore Cub Scout Day Camp” and via email at 

sycamoredaycamp@gmail.com (new).
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Spring Popcorn Is Popping!
Spring popcorn sales are popping around the corner. If your unit is 

in need of funds, popcorn sales are the way to go. Over 73% of the sales 
from Trail's End Popcorn goes back to  Scouting. Sales will begin in 
March for Storefront and Wagon or Take Orders. To refresh everyone's 
memory, store-front sales are just that– selling popcorn that you have 
on hand in front of a store. Wagon sales are what we used to call take 
orders. They are now on an app instead of paper, but they allow the 
Scouts to ask customers to purchase popcorn and then the popcorn is 
ordered and Scouts deliver it to the customer.

Online Sales, which have become the most popular way since the 
COVID-19 outbreak, are available all year long. It’s actually really 
amazing as a kernel to go to your Trail's End leader site and see funds 
that you didn't even know you had because people need their popcorn 
replenishments. Especially now that there is so much binge watching!

Patches for Scouts that sold in the 2020 popcorn sales are now 
available. Make sure to talk to your unit popcorn kernel if you have 
not received yours yet. We had 437 Scouts who sold popcorn, 261 sold 
more than $350 and qualified for the Braves of Blackhawks patch and 
$10 gift card. If you have already gotten yours, be sure to add it to your 
brag vest!

Now is the time for kernels to update information on their Trail's 
End Leader site. If your unit is changing kernels or you need to add 
other members of your popcorn team, please update that information. 
You don't want your unit to miss important updates and information 
regarding-popcorn or flash sale incentives from Trails End.

Spring popcorn sales will reintroduce the popular microwave 
popcorn for delivery, in addition to having it available online. They 
will have traditional favorites such as white cheddar and salted caramel 
along with a new item, honey roasted peanuts. As always, the option of 
the American Hero donation gives popcorn to our men and women of 
the armed services.

If you have any questions regarding popcorn, please contact me: 
cynthiagraf01@gmail.com

Let's keep popping in 2021!
By Cynthia Graf

Sycamore District Popcorn Kernel

Sycamore Membership
The Sycamore District Membership Committee wants to thank the 

recruiting and retention that is an ongoing part of all our units. Any 
recruiting/retention ideas and successful events your unit has done 
would be nice to see on the Sycamore District Facebook page. A stable 
unit will help in the recruiting of new members.

Our focus this Spring now turns to the Arrow of Light transition 
time. Troops should be actively recruiting AOL Cub Scouts to their 
troop. Contact as many Cub Scout packs in your area to offer visits to a 
troop meeting or activity.

Our April Recruiting Day will allow packs and troops in each town 
to build a strong foundation of growth in their unit. If each unit in our 
district would recruit at least seven new members this year, we will meet 
our district goal for the year.

Key 3 leaders of each unit should be checking the my.scouting.org 
for managing their unit’s invitations and applications coming in. A quick 
response to an invitation can get a new Scout started with fun activities 
right away, capturing the enthusiasm early. 

Now ,more than ever, please be sure your beascout.org information 
is up to date and promote the website at any event you have. Along with 
“Scout Me In” at bsascout.org, these can help someone find a Scouting 
program close to them. These are great tools to promote your unit so 
anyone interested in joining Scouts can quickly find an active Scouting 
group in the area. At each meeting and court of honor you have, promote 
an atmosphere of recruiting by encouraging each Scout to “bring a 
friend” to a meeting you are having this month.

As we look to our future, make sure a portion of your display or 
fundraising advertises “Join Scouting” in some way. Encourage “Bring a 
Friend” to your virtual and in-person meetings. Retain the boys and girls 
you already have to grow a strong unit!

Don Novak
and the Sycamore District

Membership Committee 
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Merit Badge Day
April 17

Merit Badges for all levels
including Eagle Merit Badges

Woods of Webelos
May 21, 22 and 23

Overnight for Bears and Webelos
Saturday Programming for Bears and 

Webelos 

Summer Camp and Day Camp
June and July

Religious Emblems
Happy New Year Everyone!
2020 was a good year for Scouts working on and earning their 

religious emblems.

Youth Emblems
As we recognize Scout Sunday during February, I encourage you 

to make sure your Scouts are being recognized by asking your church 
where you might be able to serve that weekend.

Also, if you have a leader, a counselor, or a mentor you want to 
acknowledge, Scout Sunday would be a great time to show them how 
much they mean to your spiritual growth.

Please note that your specific faith may celebrate “Scout Sunday” on 
a different day, so look for those opportunities during the entire month 
of February.

Feeling like you missed out on earning your religious emblem this 
year?  Don't worry!  Religious emblems can be earned all year round!

Adult Recognition 
Adult recognitions are given to adults for outstanding service to 

youth through both their church and one of the national youth-serving 
agencies, including the Boy Scouts of America.

Adult awards are not earned like youth awards: An outside party 
must nominate an adult to receive an award by submitting the required 
applications, letter of recommendation, and resume of activities. 
Self and spouse nominations will not be accepted. Nominations cannot 
be made posthumously.

The adult award package contains a medal that can be worn around 
the neck, a personalized color certificate suitable for framing and the 
following also contain a matching lapel pin: God and Service, Good 
Shepherd, Lamb, Shofar, and Building Faith in Youth.

Please note: Not all adult awards are handled by P.R.A.Y. Please 
search by faith for more information specific to your faith.

For more information on these awards, contact Chris Walneck.
Yours in Scouting, 

Chris Walneck
Sycamore District Religious Emblems Coordinator

Advancement Coordinator 
Venturing Crew 308

h. 847-639-9897
c. 847-565-6846

McHenry County Animal Control offers free educational programs 
to Cub Scouts and Scouts in the region! To schedule a presentation, call 
815-334-4948.

Programs include:
Pet Safety –  bite prevention, how to appropriately play and bond 

with pets.
Responsible Pet Ownership – needs of pets, why pets end up in a 

shelter, how we care for them at the shelter.
These programs are available to grades K-8, with content modified 

based on grade level. 
All programs can include, if desired
•  a craft (for older Scouts this would be making a DIY 

enrichment activity for pets)
•  a donation opportunity (a donation wish list can be provided 

upon request)
• a virtual shelter tour.

Programs can be conducted via Zoom lead by McHenry County, or 
materials can be given to Scout leaders to run programs, followed by a 
virtual shelter tour with McHenry County.

Pet Care Programs

Friends of Scouting
The Scout Family Friends of Scouting Campaign for 2021 is moving 

right along at a great pace and we are working very hard to achieve the 
goals we have set for our units by the end of March.

This past month, we reached out to the Family Friends of Scouting 
Captains and held training sessions to bring them up to speed on our 
plans for this campaign. They have been provided the materials to 
reach out to their assigned units. We are asking the Captains to work 
on actively preparing the Unit Coordinators for what they need to have 
completed and everything they need to work with their families to have 
a successful campaign this year.

We are still requesting units to campaign during the months of 
February and March. We know they may still hold Blue and Golds as 
well as Courts of Honors, however, we are asking them to work on 
reaching out to families prior to any set presentation date, with sending 
out materials to families as they receive it. If they can do an additional 
presentation at their unit event, then that’s an added bonus for the Unit. 

This month, the Unit Coordinators should be on the lookout for 
emails within the first week, as well as phone calls from their Friends of 
Scouting Family Captain. Units need to be working with them to ensure 
we get the Campaign started strong, and staying strong. 

As always, we look forward to making this 2021 Family Friends 
of Scouting Campaign successful and as always, thank you for your 
support. 

Katie Moore
District Friends of Scouting

 Family Unit Chair
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Wanchanagi District
Serving Winnebago & Boone Counties in Illinois

Wanchanagi District Calendar

February 2021
7-13  Continuous Fire
7 Scout Sunday
7-13  Scout Week
11 Virtual roundtable
15 President’s Day, council service center closed
2      Venturing Blast

March
2      Courier deadline for April through June dates
4 District Committee and Commissioners meetings
11 Virtual roundtable

April
2 Good Friday, council service center closed
6 Courier deadline

Wanchanagi District Directory
District Chair – Ald. Clint Little, aldermanlittle@hotmail.com,
 815-540-0563
Vice Chair – Admin: Lara Skrzypczynski, laraskrz1@msn.com,
 815-519-5724
Vice Chair – Finance: Cliff Chappell, cliffscubs80@gmail.com,
 815-713-0731
Vice Chair – Membership: Megan Crain, m.crain710@gmail.com, 
 779-772-0501
Vice Chair – Program: Rob Bucey, rgrdoc1@hotmail.com, 
 815-985-3221
District Commissioner: Alice Roby, alice@oextreme.com 
Pcpcorn Kernel -- Open
 Friends of Scouting Coordinator – Open
Training Chair – Open
Camp Promotion & Outdoor Chair – Open
Activities & Civic Service Chair – Cleto Trigo, cleto.trigo@gmail.com
Advancement & Recognition Chair –
  Connie Snyder (wanprojreview@yahoo.com; 815-262-5223
Religious Emblems Coordinator– MaryAnn Bushaw, bushville181@comcast.

net, 815-904-4287
Scouting For Food Coordinator – Bob Olson, chvlldreams@gmail.com,
 815-222-3204
Day Camp Coordinator – Alice Roby, alice@oextreme.com,
 773-368-5724
Klondike Derby Chair –Rick Kuntzelman
Fall Camporee Chair– Open
Flag Retirement Chair – Paul Trent, goofykidjr@hotmail.com,
 815-871-3801
Continuous Fire Chair – Aaron Roby, aaron@oextreme.com
Cub Scout Roundtable – Heidi Fawcett, heidiflaw37@gmail.com
Scouts BSA/Venturing Roundtable – Open
 District Executive – Roman J. Salamon
 Roman.Salamon@scouting.org, 815-397-0210

Wanchanagi District 
Virtual Roundtable

Roundtable is open to all leaders and adults of Scouts – (check 
www.blackhawkhub.org/events for details)
March 11, 7:00 p.m.
April 8, 7:00 p.m.
May 13, 7:00 p.m.

Check Wanchanagi Facebook Page for Zoom details.

District Committee Meeting
(Check www.blackhawkhub.org/events for details)
March 4, 7:00 p.m.
April 1, – 7:00 p.m.
May 6 – 7:00 p.m.

Support Scouting locally by going to BlackhawkScouting.org
and clicking on the Friends of Scouting logo.
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From the Desk
of Roman Salamon

District Executive

Pro Football Hall of Fame Coach, 
Vince Lombardi, once said, “Football 
is two things. It’s blocking and tackling. 
I don’t care about formations or new 
offenses or tricks on defense. You block 
and tackle better than the team you’re 
playing, you win.” It’s about executing 
the fundamentals of football and one mistake can quickly drain a team’s 
momentum.

This block and tackle approach has since been adopted among 
leadership development circles to channel focus on the fundamentals of 
work functions. In the Scouting family, we can also learn to apply this 
leadership focus in our activities. Here are three ways in which we might 
apply the block and tackle approach to our Scouting positions.

1. Completing Position-Specific Training. In addition to Youth 
Protection Training, BSA offers training tracks to help Scouters 
learn how to effectively carry out their Scouting roles. Being a 
“Trained” Scouter allows you to provide a quality Scouting program 
to our youth and helps you adapt to any obstacles in delivering the 
program. (Think last year’s lockdown).

2. Communicating regularly with Scouting families. One critical 
key reason families lose attention and participation of their Scouts 
is the lack of communication from unit leadership. Simply put, 
maintain lines of communications with your Scouts and families. The 
more successful units in our district utilize various communication 
methods and communicate regularly.

3. Keeping up with advancement and recognition. Regularly 
recognizing Scouts for their advancement accomplishments keeps 
their momentum moving forward. Nothing thwarts a Scout’s 
progress on the Scouting journey than delayed recognition of their 
accomplishments. The same goes for adult volunteers and parents. 
Create an atmosphere of positive reinforcement and see both youth 
and adult leadership grow in your unit.

Let’s recharge this year and focus on the fundamentals to better Scouting 
leadership. It wil make us more prepared to deliver a quality Scouting 
program to our youth no matter the obstacles. 

Yours in Scouting
Roman Salamon

District Executive

Severson Dells runs a Community Science program 
that encompasses bat, bluebird, bumblebee, frog, plant 
monitoring and more! Projects vary in difficulty and time 
commitments, so there is a fit for everyone. Scouts could 
check Bluebird nestboxes for chicks, go listening for 
frog calls at night, or use special microphones to record 
bat calls. It is a great way to get outside, learn more, and 
contribute valuable data.

 Service Project Opportunities 

Severson Dells

Midway Village Museum    

Midway Village Museum is seeking Units/Scouts 
to help cultivate a historic iris garden. The Historic Iris 
Preservation Garden contains flowers that are pre-1911 
and some date back to the 1500’s. The garden is in its 
infancy, and the project would bring joy to guests for 
years to come.

Please contact Dolores Avram at Midway Village 
Musem for more details by calling 815-397-9112. 
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News From the Units

Your unit could be featured next month!
Send your news to Roman Salamon at

Roman.Salamon@scouting.org

Troop members collected cold weather and personal 
hygiene items for Miss Carly’s, a Rockford-area nonprofit 
that serves homeless and individuals in need. Scouts Kimmy, 
Marissa, and Makayla (not pictured) did a great job stocking 
up a van with donated items! They also decided to organize 
an upcoming rummage sale in order to raise funds for Miss 
Carly’s.

Members of the Arrow of Light den, along with some future members 
of Scouts BSA Troop 5 (starting later this month) ventured out to Atwood 
Forest Preserve for a day of snowshoeing and snow fun.

Scouts BSA Troop 14G

Pack 5 Arrow of Light Den

Crew 10 youth spent an afternoon outside in the snow completing several of the Council Klondike Derby activities. Activities included a sled 
run transporting a bottle of “medicine”, marshmallow roast, fire building, and a First Aid scenario. Activities continue through the end of this 
month. (3 photos attached) 

Crew 10
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White Eagle District Directory White Eagle District Calendar

White Eagle District
Serving Whiteside, Lee, and Ogle Counties in Illinois

District Chair, Dan Hawkins, hawkins@wmpj.com
District Commissioner, Nancy Johnson, nmj1964@gmail.com
Vice Chair Training, Josh Stone, joshstone1@gmail.com
Vice Chair Membership, Bruce Colmark
Vice Chair Advancement , Kari Ebens, kebens@byron226.org
Vice Chairs Finance, Christopher Tenggren, christophertenggren@gmail.

com
Scouts BSA Roundtable Commissioners
 Dr. Don Rastede
 Keith Potter, kb9giv@gmail.com
Cub Scout Roundtable Commissioner
 Josh Stone, joshstone1@gmail.com
Vice Chair Public Relations/News, Heather Wiedrich, heatherwiedrich@

comcast.net
Vice Chair Social Media, Gregg Ripley, gwripley61071@yahoo.com
Vice Chair Religious Emblems, Heather Wiedrich, heatherwiedrich@

comcast.net
Vice Chairs Activities, Dr. Don Rastede, dlrastede@att.net
 Keith Potter
Vice Chair Special Activities, Rosemary Matthiessen, rmatthiessen@

yahoo.com
Vice Chair Camping, Tom Halla, thomas.halla@illinois.gov
Order of the Arrow, Scott Diehl, sefd117@gmail.com
 Michelle Diehl, mohs1991@gmail.com
Senior District Executive, Bob Sutton

815-397-0210, Bob.Sutton@scouting.org

February 2021
7-13  Scout Week
8      Scout Day
11   Roundtable
15 President’s Day, council service center closed
27   Venturing Blast, Camp Lowden

March
2      Courier deadline for April through June dates
4      District Committee meeting
11   Roundtable

April
2 Good Friday, council service center closed
6 Courier deadline
14 Roundtable

From the Desk of
 Bob Sutton

Senior District Executive

Court of Honor or Blue and Gold
All unit leaders – it is time to schedule your Court of Honor or Blue 

and Gold. Please send me your date for your event. The District Key 3 
would like to come out and join you in celebration. So please let us know 
when your event is scheduled. 

Text: (563) 607-4640 or Email Robert.Sutton@scouting.org

Spring Popcorn
Sale

White Eagle continues on next page

Winter is here here and some restrictions 
have been loosened. This means units are 
are busy preparing for meetings and outdoor 
programs. Please take time review the “The 
Guide to Safe Scouting” to ensure compliance. 
Also, be sure that we are using good safety 
practices to ensure the safety and well being of 
our youth. Current COVID guidelines are listed 
on the council website.

Spring Popcorn sales are scheduled to start very soon, Popcorn 
Kernels, please go online and sign up your unit at Trails-end.com. 
Popcorn can help to support your unit financially and make it possible 
for your youth to enjoy more and better programs. Popcorn sales can also 
be done online year-round. This means less need for direct contact and 
still provides a great service to your customer. Units can also use Square 
readers provided by Trails-End to take credit card payments for faster 
service. Popcorn makes a great gift for your friends and family while 
helping support your unit financially. 

Friends of Scouting is a way for you to help support the Council and 
District programs. Without your support we cannot provide the quality 
programs for your youth that we all want, so I am asking you to give what 
you can. When you are at your Blue and Gold or Court of Honor, please 
consider a gift to Friends of Scouting. If you have questions or need help, 
please contact me at 563-607-4640. Thank you very much!

New Date for Recognition Dinner
The White Eagle District Recognition Celebration 

will be held on April 10, 2021
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Unit leaders please contact me with your Spring recruitment plans. 
If you have not done Spring recruitments in the past, I would suggest 
giving it a try. As we begin to get back to somewhat normal Scouting, 
we will need to reach out to families to invite youth back or to invite new 
youth into our program. We have flyers and e-flyers available. We also 
have other materials available for recruitment, including peer-to-peer 
cards so that your youth can invite their friends. We need to invite new 
youth into our programs so that we can share the positive message of 
scouting with more families.

Spring Recruitment Recharter packets for 2021 are mostly back in. A few units still 
have not turned in their packets which are overdue now. If you have not 
returned your Recharter packet, please do so ASAP so that there’s is no 
interruption in your program or advancements. If you have questions 
please contact any of your District Key 3, Unit commissioner, or 
Blackhawk Area Council

Thank you ,
Bob Sutton aka “Boy Scout Bob”

Recharters

White Eagle District
 Adult Appreciation Celebration
Volunteers get their “just desserts!”

Saturday, April 10
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
4221 S. Peoria Ave., Dixon

After a brief hiatus in 2020, the White Eagle District Adult 
Appreciation Celebration is on the calendar. On Saturday April 10, 
2021, we will begin gathering at 3 p.m. at St. Paul's Lutheran Church. 
The fun begins at 3:30 p.m. and should be done by about 6 o'clock.

Just like in the past there will be lots of door prizes, there will be 
tons of fun, and wearing your uniform is optional. In fact not being in 
uniform makes it easier to go out for dinner after the celebration.

A few changes have had to take place. First of all, if you had not 
noticed we are at a new location. So the menu had to change. This year 
we will be serving finger food, and our most popular items from the 
past freshly made of course. The desserts are back, and there will be 
more than ever. This way a lot of volunteers will finally get their “just 
desserts.”

 Speaking of volunteers we will be awarding the District Award of 
Merit and the Make a Difference Awards to last years and this year's 
recipients. It is even not too late to nominate someone for the awards.

To register, send the name and unit number of those attending to 
Rosemary Mattheissen at 1901 11th Ave., Sterling IL 61081  

Cost is only $20 per person, and make checks payable to Blackhawk 
Area Council.

The Committee looks forward to seeing you on the 10th of April.
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Wetassa District Calendar

Wetassa District
Serving Stephenson, Jo Daviess and  Carroll in Illinois 

Roundtables

February 2021
7-13  Scout Week
8 Scout Day
10 Roundtable
15 President’s Day, council service center closed
27    Venturing Blast

March
2 Courier deadline
3 District Committee meeting
10 Roundtable

April 
2 Good Friday, council service center closed
6 Courier deadline
14 Roundtable

Virtual Merit Badge 
Series

The Wetassa District is excited to 
announce our first ever Virtual Merit 
Badge Series to be offered on the second 
Saturday of the month from March 
through May! Classes will be held online 
via Zoom. Class sessions will run for 
approximately one hour each.

All Scouts BSA members are 
welcome and are invited to sign up for 
one, two, or all three classes. Registration 
cost is $5 per merit badge. 

Family Life  – Saturday, March 13 at 10 
a.m.

Scholarship – Saturday, April 10 at 10 
a.m.

Citizenship in the Nation – Saturday, 
May 10 at 10 a.m. 

Online registration for each class will 
be via Double Knot and will stay open 
until the Wednesday before. Merit badge 
counselors will send out a link to the 
Zoom meeting two days prior.

Any questions should be directed to 
Alex T. Valencic, alex.t.valencic@gmail.
com.

Alex T. Valencic
Asst. District Commissioner

Wetassa District 

Roundtables will be held the 
second Wednesday of every month 
through an online portal. An email 
will be sent to all registered leaders 
a week ahead of time from Josh 
Ehlers with a link/calendar invite 
to roundtable that month. When in-
person roundtables will resume is 
undecided at this point.  

Roundtables will be held on 
March 10, April 14, May 12, June 
9.

District Committee 
Meetings will be held via 

Zoom the first Wednesday of every 
month. An email/meeting invite 
will be sent from Josh Ehlers 
before the meeting. Accept the 
invitation and the meeting will be 
in your calendar. Meetings will be 
held on March 3, April 7, May 5, 
and June 2.   

From the Desk
 of Matt Ohms

District Director 

We are into our 2021 Friends of Scouting campaign. We want 
to work with your unit to figure out the best way we can help reach 
your Friends of Scouting goal. We know we are still in trying times, 
but we do need to work on a way to ask families to continue to 
support Scouting.  Please contact me to work out a plan for your 
unit.

We might be in the middle of winter but it is a great time to get 
Scouting going again. There are many outdoor winter activities for 
packs and troops to do, and it is a great time to get Scouting out in 
the community doing good things.

School has been in session in various forms for several months 
now. It is important to remember a family can join Scouting at any 
time.  Continue to remind Scouts to bring a friend to unit meetings.

Also in important reminder our online popcorn sale is year-
round now, so continue to encourage Scouts to sell online and 
families to post on social media that Popcorn is still available and 
supporting Scouting by purchasing popcorn is still a possibility.

Many units have found a way to make Scouting happen even 
with current safety guidelines.  Where there is a will there is a way – 
showing the resilience, we teach in Scouting, and living by example 
again. Whatever the status of units that you are associated with, 
now is a great time to volunteer for the first time or continue the 
service you have for years. Youth need Scouting, our communities 
need Scouting.

Thank you all for all that you do for Scouting to positively impact 
the youth in our communities. Now is a great time put Scouting 
back on family calendars and ne relevant in our community.

Welcome to 2021. We are 
all hoping for a less challenging 
year.

District Chair – Joshua Ehlers, jtehlers2009@icloud.com,   815-291-6748
District Commissioner – Jim Clay, Jclayjr.@att.net, 970-443-2997
District Vice-Chair – Lee Kraut, leekraut@gmail.com, 815-297-8247
Roundtable Commissioner – Barry Sanders, adtc3bs@yahoo.com 815-654-8349
Asst District Commissioner – Alex Valencic,
alex.t.valencic@gmail.com 217-714-1291
Fundraising – Gene Nott, gnott@helmgroup.com, 815-238-3724
Membership – Vicki Kested, vickikested@gmail.com, 815-291-5855
Activities – John Scott, bluucode@gmail.com
Camping – Bob Boyer, bob.boyer@mchsi.com, 815-369-2834
Popcorn Chair – Christine Gable, fcpgable@gmail.com, 815-275-3280
Advancement and Recognition – Jeanie Santa Cruz,  
 jeaniesantacruz88@gmail.com, 815-238-4384
Eagle Review – Liz Hollis, bigmamaholliz@yahoo.com,  815-233-4870
District Director – Matt Ohms, Matt.Ohms@scouting.org,   815-397-0210

Wetassa District Directory
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Arrowhead District
Serving Grant, Lafayette, and Green Counties in Wisconsin

Arrowhead District Committee Arrowhead District Calendar
District Chair – Open
District Commissioner – Dan Frommelt, danielfrommelt@gmail.com,
  608-732-8536, 
District Activities – Kevin Olson, kevinolson102@gmail.com,
  608-778-1950
District Advancement – Jim Bussan, 608-568-3177
   Cub Scout Advancement – Ame Ellis, auntmame82@gmail.com,
  815-541-7597
District Finance – Open
    FOS – Dee Woolf, 608-348-7403
    Popcorn – Bruce Small, bsmall@mchsi.com, 815-266-1980
District Committee member – Dan Bestul, Bestul bestul@duxstadlaw.

com, ,608-214-4926
Camping Chair – Molley Jerret, mollyjerrett@gmail.com,
  608-330-1875
Cub Scout Roundtable – Dick Davies, dickdavies@hotmail.com,
  608-778-4029
Scouts BSA Roundtable – Pam Conley, conleyp@tds.net, 608-822-3633
District Committee – Tamara Richardson, ganzgut@live.com, 
 608-426-1221
District Director – Matt Ohms, Matt.Ohms. Matt.Ohms@scouting.org, 

815-397-0210

District Committee

Meetings will be held via Zoom the first Wednesday of every month. 
An email/meeting invite will be sent from matt.ohms@scouting.org 
before the meeting. Accept the invitation and the meeting will be in your 
calendar.

Meetings will be held:
March 3
April 7
May 5
June 2

Roundtables 

Roundtables will be held the second Wednesday of every month 
through an online portal. An email will be sent to all registered leaders a 
week ahead of time from matt.ohms@scouting.org with a link/calendar 
invite to roundtable that month.

When in-person roundtables will resume is undecided at this point.
Roundtables will be held:
March 10
April 14
May 12
June 9

From the Desk of
Matt Ohms
District Director 

February 2021
7-13  Scout Week
8     Scout Day
10   Roundtable
15   President’s Day, council service center closed
27   Venturing Blast, Camp Lowden

March
2     Courier deadline for April through June dates
3     District Committee and Commissioners meeting
10   Roundtable

April
7     Courier deadline for April through June dates
7   District Committee and Commissioners meeting
14  Roundtable

Welcome to 2021. We are all hoping 
for a less challenging year.

We are into our 2021 Friends of Scouting campaign. We want to 
work with your unit to figure out the best way we can help reach your 
Friends of Scouting goal. We know we are still in trying times, but we do 
need to work on a way to ask families to continue to support Scouting.  
Please contact me to work out a plan for your unit.

We might be in the middle of winter but it is a great time to get 
Scouting going again. There are many outdoor winter activities for 
packs and troops to do, and it is a great time to get Scouting out in the 
community doing good things.

School has been in session in various forms for several months 
now. It is important to remember a family can join Scouting at any time. 
Continue to remind Scouts to bring a friend to unit meetings.

Also in important reminder, our online popcorn sale is year-round 
now, so continue to encourage Scouts to sell online and families to post 
on social media that Popcorn is still available and supporting Scouting 
by purchasing popcorn is still a possibility.

Many units have found a way to make Scouting happen even with 
current safety guidelines.  Where there is a will there is a way. Showing 
the resilience we teach in Scouting, living by example again. Whatever 
the status of units that you are associated with, now is a great time to 
volunteer for the first time or continue the service you have for years. 
Youth need Scouting, our communities need Scouting.

Thank you all for all that you do for couting to positively impact the 
youth in our communities.  Now is a great time put Scouting back on 
family calendars and relevant in our community.


