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The Blackhawk

A Publication of Blackhawk Area Council

We are pleased to announce that the Selection Committee of the Blackhawk Area Council Executive Board has chosen Sedrick Robinson to serve 
as our Scout Executive/CEO of the Council eff ective December 1, 2020. Blackhawk Area Council serves three counties in Southern Wisconsin and 
nine counties in Northwest Illinois.

Sedrick earned his bachelor’s degree from Arkansas Tech University. Shortly thereafter, he began his Scouting career in 2003 as a district executive 
at the Quapaw Area Council in Little Rock, Arkansas. He also served at the Circle Ten Council in Dallas, Texas, moved up through positions of 
leadership, and in 2015 he was selected to serve as Scout Executive/CEO in Shreveport, Louisiana. Most recently, Sedrick served as Area Director in 
the Northeast Region, which covers twelve councils in fi ve states.

Sedrick is a Brotherhood member of the Order of the Arrow who enjoys spending time with his family. He says that he has chosen his career in the 
Boy Scouts of America because he believes in the mission of preparing young people to make ethical and moral choices over their lifetimes, and enjoys 
the opportunity to change the lives of our Scouts and their families with all that the Scouting program has to off er.

Sedrick and his wife, Tamera, have two children, DeShayla and Skylar

Dr. Kristoff er Tumilowicz, DMD
Council President

Lance Snider
Council Commissioner

Marvin Smith
Area 7 Director
Interim Scout Executive

See page 5 for the index of special articles. 
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It's Not Too Late!
It’s not too late to sell popcorn, earn patches, raise money, 

receive Amazon gift cards and receive gift cards to the Scout Shop!

Holiday Products!

• Bring some holiday cheer to your online direct fundraiser.
• Only available until November 16 while supplies last.
• Items start shipping November 11 and will be delivered in time for the holidays.

Incentives

• 2020 Popcorn Patch – every Scout participating in popcorn sales receives a 2020 PopcornPatch (see attached)
• Earn a gift card & Braves of Blackhawk – Scout receives a Braves of Blackhawk patch (see attached) and a $10 Scout Shop 

gift card when reaching $350+ in total sales – Incentive runs through December 31, 2020
• High Sellers could earn a larger gift card – Scout is entered into a drawing within their district for a $100 Scout Shop gift 

card when reaching $500 in total sales; Scout receives an entry for each $500 increment of total sales (i.e., $1,500 in sales = 
3 entries); Each district will have a separate drawing. Incentive runs through December 31, 2020

Sign Up Now to Fund Your Scouting Adventure!

Scouts may participate individually in online popcorn sales to help fund their Scouting 
adventure whether or not their unit elects to sell as a group. Visit www.trails-end.com/registration 
to create your youth’s online account and begin earning money year-round toward their Scouting 
adventure.

When creating an account, under Unit Selection, you’ll need to provide the following 
information:
• Council: Blackhawk Area Council
• District: Select the District where your Unit “lives,” If you are unsure, please look at our 

district map: https://blackhawkhub.org/posts/35086/about-blackhawk
• Unit: Select the unit you represent (if for any reason your Unit does not appear on the list, 

please contact us and we’ll get you fi xed up right away)

• Blackhawk Area Council Trail’s End Facebook group: https://www.facebook.com/groups/286335389283716
• Trail’s End Unit Popcorn Specialist:  Sondra.Wendt@trails-end.com
• How do I place my unit's popcorn order:  https://support.trails-end.com/support/solutions/articles/17000093372-how-do-i-

place-my-un it-s-popcorn-order-
• What do we do if a Scout sells with the paper order form: https://support.trails-end.com/support/solutions/

articles/17000093258-what-do-we-do-if-a-s cout-sells-with-the-paper-order-form-
• As the unit leader, can I add Scouts on my own: https://support.trails-end.com/support/solutions/articles/17000093269-as-the-

unit-leader-c an-i-add-scouts-on-my-own-

Resources
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Blackhawk Area Council 
COVID-19 Information Updates

November 2, 2020 – Restore Illinois Phase 4
**Updated November 2nd, 2020: Council guidelines will be updated as local Department of Health/State guidelines are updated.

In Scouting, safety is our number one priority. It is in that light, 
especially during these uncertain times, that all Scouts and Scouters 
must adhere to the guidelines. If a unit is not following the guidelines 
set forth, they are not following the Scouting program and therefore 
are liable should an incident occur as they will not be covered under 
the BSA insurance. Furthermore, any situation that is deemed 
a violation of the guidelines will be investigated by district and 
council leadership to ensure compliance and enforcement of these 
requirements. Enforcement may result in the suspension of an 
individual or a unit participating in Scouting.

Blackhawk Area Council requires all Scouts, registered leaders, and 
unregistered adults to adhere to the Guide to Safe Scouting, the  BSA 
Restarting Scouting Checklist, and your local area guidelines following 
the Wisconsin Mitigation Strategies and the Illnois Phase 4 Guidelines 
respectively. The Scouting program falls under the “Day Camp” 
guidelines set by the Illinois Department of Health.

Currently, the State of Illinois is permitting Family Camping defi ned 
as members of the same household participating in an overnight camping 
outing.  Scouting units are authorized to participate in daytime activities 
only. Scouting units are NOT authorized for overnight camping in any 
format or location.

Additionally, Scouts and Scouters should have a current BSA Annual 
Health and Medical form, part A and B on fi le with their unit. These 
procedures and health forms are required for all Scouting activities and 
events, including unit meetings, Order of the Arrow gatherings, district 
events, council events, and service projects including Eagle Scout 
projects.

The following guidelines MUST be followed and apply to indoor 
and outdoor activities:

Within our council, there are three regions with similar state 
guidelines. You can see those current state guidelines by following the 
links for each region:
• Illinois Region #1 (Boone, Carroll, DeKalb, Jo Daviess, Lee, Ogle, 

Stephenson, Whiteside, and Winnebago County): Click Here
• Illinois Region #9 (McHenry County): Click Here
• Wisconsin – Click Here

  Being proactive Blackhawk Area Council’s guidelines for 
Scouting gatherings are as follows regardless of your location:
o    Meetings (example unit weekly meeting) are limited to a maximum 

of 10 people for indoor and outdoor settings with proper social 
distancing and face coverings*

o   If participating in outdoor group recreation activities (example: 
service projects), gatherings can be up to 25 people if separated 
into groups of 10 or less with no less than 30 feet between the 
groups of 10.

• Obtain permission from the facility where you will be meeting as 
they may have stricter guidelines in place

• Obtain the permission of your unit’s Chartered Organization for 
meetings and activities

• No overnight camping until further notice; regardless of location.   
• Carpooling is suspended at this time as social distancing is not 

possible in a vehicle

Additional guidelines below should be considered and discussed 
by unit leadership before meeting in-person:
• Pre-screening each attendee is recommended with these checklists: 

https://www.scouting.org/health-and-safety/safety-moments/pre-
event-medical-screening/

 o    We recommend each individual should take their temperature 
prior to attending a meeting or activity

 o    If your temperature is 100.4 or higher, or you / a family member 
have been experiencing COVID symptoms you should remain 
home

• Travel between states and/or Illinois regions for Scouting is 
discouraged

 o   For individuals in the high-risk categories (65 years old and up 
and individuals whose immune system is compromised) – It is 
strongly suggested that these individuals not attend in -person 
events

• Be sure that hand washing and sanitizing of hands is done frequently
• Often touched surfaces should be sanitized multiple times 

throughout the activity/another state with the same guidelines as 
those you currently adhere to in your local region

• Each participant should have their own supplies. If this is not 
possible then sanitizing after each use for supplies will be necessary

* Exceptions: Children under 2 years old and those with health conditions 
that prevent them from wearing a mask.

Please remember, that for the safety of all if you have any reason 
to believe that you or a member of your household has been exposed 
to COVID you should NOT attend any scouting activities until it is 
confi rmed that you / your household members are COVID negative.

We greatly appreciate your due diligence in ensuring that all our 
Scouts and Scouters remain safe and follow the above guidelines.

 Yours in Scouting,
The Blackhawk Area Council Risk Management Committee

And your Council Key 3
 Marvin Smith            Dr. Kris Tumilowicz          Lance Snide
Central Region           Council President               Council ommissioner
Area Director 
and Interim Scout Executive                           



Page  4                                                                                                                                                                                                     November 2020Council News

Journey to Excellence
What You Need to Know About the Journey to Excellence Updates

JTE recognition program for districts and councils has been 
discontinued, but the Unit recognition program continues. 

Scouting’s Journey to Excellence (JTE) is the BSA aspirational 
planning, performance, and recognition program designed to encourage 
and reward success of our units, districts, and councils. It is meant to 
encourage excellence and continuous improvement in providing a 
quality program at all levels of the BSA.

The JTE standards are based on achievements the previous year or 
previous few years, both individually and for the creation of national 
standards. Due to the extraordinary circumstances occurring in 2020, 
benchmarking 2019 to 2020 at the district and council level is not 
constructive and similarly basing 2021 standards on 2020 for districts 
and councils is equally inappropriate. Many units, however, have largely 
adapted their programs to the challenges of 2020 so their members have 
continued to enjoy Scouting.

For these reasons, the Journey to Excellence recognition program 
for districts and councils is discontinued immediately. The Unit level 
recognition program will continue, and recognition patches will be 
available for units.

Unit Recognition
Revised unit criteria, due to the pandemic, is available at 

 https:// www.scouting.org/awards/journey-to-excellence/unit/2020-
scorecards-english/

2021 unit scorecards are available at  https://www.scouting.org/
awards/journey-to-excellence/unit/

We will be considering what assessment and/or recognition system 
will be most helpful to councils and districts for 2022 and beyond. It is 
very premature to speculate on what that might be. Questions can be 
directed to jte@scouting.org.

Thank you for all you do for Scouting and for your support of the 
Journey to Excellence program.

Blackhawk Area Council
Hours, Phone, Address

Staff  can be reached via email. See district rosters.

Phone number:
Council offi  ce 815-397-0210
Web Site: www. BlackhawkHub.org
  
National Scout Shop -- Rockford: 815-637-6180
Address:  2820 McFarland Road, Rockford IL 61107
Scout Shop hours:
10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m., Monday through Friday
Closed for lunch 2:30 to 3:00 p.m.
Saturday and Sunday closed

National Scout Shop -- Crystal Lake: 815-479-0615
Address: 600 N. Rt. 31, Crystal Lake IL 60012
Scout Shop Hours:
10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday through Friday
Closed for lunch 2:30 to 3:00 p.m.
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday
Sunday closed

Schedule for all
Internet Couriers

All Couriers will be internet only. The deadline will be the fi rst 
Tuesday of each month. The latest schedule is shown below. 

Deadline Months Covered Web Target 
Date

December 1 January 2021 through March December 8

January 5 2021 February through April January 13

February 2 March through May February 10

March 2 April through June March 10

April 6 May through July April 14
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Council Calendar
November 2020

14 Hike Canyon Camp – New date
26 Thanksgiving Day
26-27 Council service center closed

December 2020
1 Courier deadline for January 2021 issue
12`   NOVA Award workshops
14 Hike Canyon Camp – New date
24 Council service center closed
25 Christmas Day, council service center closed
28  Hike Canyon Camp – New date
31 Wayne and Ruth Diehl Scholarship application deadline
31 New Year’s Eve – Council service center closed

January 2021
1 Happy New Year, council service center closed
5 Courier deadline for February 2021 edition
16 Order of the Arrow Winter Banquet
18 Martin Luther King Jr. Day, council service center closed

Wayne and Ruth Diehl
Eagle Scout Scholarships

Go to https://blackhawk.ihubapp.org/posts/55950/wayne-ruth-
diehl-scholarships for the Wayne and Ruth Diehl Scholarship Application 
External Link

 Each year several Eagle Scouts from the Blackhawk Area Council 
are honored with the Wayne and Ruth Diehl Scholarship. This award 
is designed to aid Eagle Scouts from the council to prepare themselves 
educationally for their chosen life’s work.  

This award is made possible by the generous gift of Wayne and Ruth 
Diehl for a Scholarship Trust Fund. Each year the interest earned is used 
for scholarships for outstanding Eagle Scouts who are completing high 
school or are already in college.

Objectives:
• To encourage Scouts to advance and attain the Eagle rank.
• To recognize outstanding Eagle Scouts.
• To provide fi nancial assistance for education or training beyond 

high school. This scholarship is to be used for tuition, books, and/
or other college expenses.

Criteria for Selectiion: 
• Must be a registered Eagle Scout in the Blackhawk Area Council 

at the time of application and receipt of award.
• Must be a high school senior or graduate.
• This is a one time non-renewable scholarship.

Selection and Procedure
• Application must be submitted by December 31
• Recipients will be recognized at the council’s Adult and Youth 

Recognition Event.
• Awards will be in the amount of $1,000.00.
• The number of scholarships presented will be determined by the 

funds available from the trust fund.
• Applications should include letters of recommendation from:
         •     Unit leader
         •   Head of chartered organization
         •   High school counselor
         •   Employer 

*At the end of the application you will have the opportunity to upload 
your recommendations. or you can have them mailed to Blackhawk 
Area Council, Att: Diehl Scholarship Applications, 2820 McFarland 
Rd., Rockford IL 61107
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“Ask a Friend” Recruiting

Share Scouting is our current theme for recruiting more youth. Each 
Scout who recruits a friend to join will receive this patch. Please visit 
the membership channel for the Google form to submit the names of 
youth that recruit a friend. Make sure all the families in your unit know 
about this program.nd. Hey, Scouting is more fun if your friends are in 
it with you.

Membership
It is November already! How did that happen! Schools are up and 

running all in diff erent capacities. It is always important to make sure 
every activity and event that happens in your pack, troop, crew, and 
Exploring post needs to be promoted in around the community. 

Every den meeting or, troop meeting needs to be an “invite a friend” 
event. Make sure to post your activities on Facebook and ask all the 
families in your unit share them on their pages. It is more important 
than ever to make sure our communities, and young families see what 
Scouting is doing and has to off er. 

Finding a way to hold regular meetings is more challenging now 
than in the past and to deal with that please check out cpcbsa.org/
fall2020/   This site has a ton of great information and planning already 
done for a number of ranks and activities. Half the battle is getting an 
activity planned, so here is a help in getting that part done.

Keep in mind the holidays are around the corner, Thanksgiving and 
Christmas might as well be next week. Now is a great time to see what 
part of holiday celebrations Scouting can be a part of. Make sure  that 
whatever that role is, that Scouting is front and center so young families 
see what Scouts do and that their children and family would benefi t from 
being in Scouting.

Many of the new families that have joined Scouting this year have 
been through word of mouth. So it is vital to continue our eff orts to 
get more youth into the Scouting program through Facebook, parent 
networks, and Scouts just plain and simply just inviting a friend. Make 
sure each Scout has asked at least one friend to join the pack, troop or 
Venturing crew this fall.

Join Cub Scouts
Joining Cub Scouts Benefi ts the Whole Family and Creates 

Adventure!
Even during unprecedented times, Cub Scouts benefi ts families by 

providing:
• Positive family time
• A Community of Support
• Self-confi dence and Resilience Development
• Life Long Skills and Memories
• Activities to look forward to including (but defi nitely not limited 

to!):
• Pinewood Derby Races
• Day Camp Fun
•  Adventures in historic Galena, Illinois, with other Scouts and 

their families
• So much more!

Interested in joining the fun?

Click on https://beascout.scouting.org/ to Join Cub Scouts
Check out this fun page –   https://blackhawkhub.org/posts/52890/

scouting-from-home-resources – for at-home activities that you can do 
with your family right now!

Sign-up here on our Hub to get all of the latest information on 
programs being off ered. Take a look around!

Welcome to Cub Scouts and Blackhawk Area Council!

Membership News



Page  7                                                                                                                                                                                                     November 2020

Blackhawk Area Council
Hours, Phone, Address

Staff  can be reached via email. See district rosters.

Phone number:
Council offi  ce 815-397-0210
Web Site: www. BlackhawkHub.org
  
National Scout Shop -- Rockford: 815-637-6180
Address:  2820 McFarland Road, Rockford IL 61107
Scout Shop hours:
10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m., Monday through Friday
Closed for lunch 2:30 to 3:00 p.m.
Saturday and Sunday closed

National Scout Shop -- Crystal Lake: 815-479-0615
Address: 600 N. Rt. 31, Crystal Lake IL 60012
Scout Shop Hours:
10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday through Friday
Closed for lunch 2:30 to 3:00 p.m.
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday
Sunday closed

Council News

2021 Unit Charter Renewal 
Information

If at any time you are experiencing diffi  culty completing your 
Charter Renewal, please contact the council service center at 815-397-
0210 and they will connect you with your local staff  member.

If you have questions about getting started, please see the FAQs and 
tutorials below.

Ready to get started? Internet Charter Renewal will be available on 
November 1, 2020.

Charter Renewal Information, Guide, 

Step-by-Step
First time doing Charter Renewal? Before you begin, check out 

these tutorials:  https://www.scouting.org/commissioners/internet-
rechartering/ 
   2021 Unit Charter Renewal Guide.pdf
Online Charter portal  Click here to begin your online charter process.

Downloadable Forms Included in Charter Packet:
Additional Disclosures and Background Check Authorization.pdf  

(Every adult must have a signed copy on fi le with Council) (If name 
is highlighted in Charter packet, Council has one on fi le for individual 
highlighted)

Annual Charter Agreement.pdf (GOLDENROD)
Unit Leadership Roster.pdf (GREY)
Unit Account Form.pdf (SALMON)

2020 Journey to Excellence Scorecards: 
2020-JTE-Pack-Scorecard-Updated.pdf
2020-JTE-Troop-Scorecard-Updated.pdf
2020-JTE-Crew-Scorecard-Updated.pdf
2020-JTE-Ship-Scorecard-Updated.pdf
2020-JTE-Post-Scorecard-Updated.pdf

 New Unit Annual Charter Fee Structure.pdf

Camp Trading Posts
Canyon and Lowden online trading posts are now OPEN!

https://blackhawkhub.org/posts/55285/canyon-lowden-online-trading-
posts-are-now-open

Some of your favorite camp gear is now available to purchase 
online! Click on link above to see all the cool gear! What would you 
like to purchase?

Would you like to pick up your order at camp? Check out these 
AWESOME opportunities to get out to camp!
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Rank Box!
What Is a Rank Box?

The materials you’ll need to get your Scout their rank –
– all in one box!

What is the cost?
      $40 per Scout

Are these to be used at home or with a den?
• Both settings! Rank boxes can be purchased for each member of 

the den to bring with them to den meetings.
• OR they can be used at home. 

Why Rank Boxes?
1. Time saver: den leaders and parents don’t need to worry about 

gathering materials for each Scout.
2. Safe: You know that you are the only one who has handled your 

materials. 
3. Versatile: Miss a meeting? Unable to meet in-person? No 

problem! You already have your materials. 
4. Close to you: In order to keep costs as low as possible we have 

multiple pick-up locations throughout the fall in Blackhawk Area 
Council. 

When?
We are taking orders now and will be distributing boxes in early 

October.

*Please note there are some materials that are not provided.
For example there are no perishables provided in the box.  

Click the Rank Box below
to purchase your Rank Box today!

Click the register button to purchase your 
Rank Box today!

This year has been hectic, to say the least — disrupted schedules, 
cancelled campouts and constant adjustments have become the norm. 
Any resource to help you keep track of changes and plan accordingly 
would be welcomed.

Say no more. Boys’ Life magazine off ers free downloadable 
calendars, notebooks and charts to help you Be Prepared and continue 
Scouting effi  ciently. Boys’ Life, the premiere magazine for kids and 
teens, has provided these resources to Scouters for years.

Many of these resources have been integrated into Scoutbook, the 
BSA’s advancement tracking app. The app off ers a suite of easy-to-use, 
web-based tools that are helpful to both Scouts and leaders.

Go to Bryan on Scouting for August 6, 2020, for the full list of 
available resources on Facebook as well as outside of Facebook.

Planning Resources
for Your Next Scouting Year

From Bryan on Scouting, August 6, 2020

Staying Safe
From the Council Enterprise Risk Management Committee

Tips for Staying Safe During Covid-19.

" Avoid touching your face as much as possible.
" Practice proper hand washing:
o  Wash your hands with soap and warm water for at least 20 seconds. 

Singing 'Happy Birthday' to yourself takes approximately 20 
seconds. Do this often during the day.

o Pay special attention when using a public washroom which often 
has a lot of bacteria on the faucets. When you are at the sink, wash 
your hands with warm, soapy water while singing 'Happy Birthday' 
to yourself. Be sure to get between your fi ngers, fi ngertips, and 
thumb. Turn the water off  with a paper towel. Use this paper towel 
to open the door to leave, then dispose of the paper towel. That's 
how you properly wash your hands.

" Wear a mask whenever you leave your home.
" Practice social distancing at all times.

Following these tips will keep us all safe.
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Blackhawk Area Council is opening camp to all families for weekend 
camping!

We are excited to get everyone back out to camp! For the time being 
the State of Illinois Health Department has only opened up camping for 
individual households / families. 

https://blackhawkhub.org/posts/55195/family-camping-canyon-
lowden

Need to unplug? Just get outside? Bring the family out to Canyon 
Camp or Camp Lowden for the weekend! 

hike
stargaze

play games (bring your own yard games etc. or
 make up your own family games)

explore
enjoy a campfi re

Firewood provided
Flush restrooms available

and so much more with your family! 
Individual families are welcome to reserve a site and enjoy camp!

$50 per weekend for the family!

Please note that for the safety of everyone while at camp we 
require that
• social distancing is observed at all times
• face coverings are in each person’s possession should there be any 

instance where social distancing is not able to be maintained.

Choose your camp, your weekend, and your site! There’s no limit 
to the amount of life-long memories and fun you can create on a family 
camp-out!

Council News

Hike Canyon Camp
New Dates Added 

For $5 you will receive a color Canyon Camp trail map with hiking 
requirements to keep track of your achievements and for your memories 
made at Canyon Camp! 

Once you have completed the trail you will receive the Canyon 
Camp trail patch.

You can start your visit on your schedule and either set a goal to hike 
a trail or enjoy your time at any pace you would like. 

When you arrive, you can park in the camp parking lot and check-in 
with the campmaster to receive your map.

When you have completed your visit, check-out with the campmaster 
for your patch.

Click on any of the dates below to register. We’re excited to see you 
at Canyon Camp!

Pick your Hike Day!
Hike Canyon Camp, November 14, 2020
Hike Canyon Camp, November 28, 2020
Hike Canyon Camp, December, 12, 2020
Hike Canyon Camp, December 19, 2020
More dates to come!

Would you like to make a weekend visit out of your Hike Day? 
Reserve a campsite as a family. See details here: Family Camping

Canyon Camp   Camp Lowden
Click Here For  Canyon Map  Click Here For  Lowden Map
November 13-15 @ Canyon  November 13-15 @ Lowden
November 27-29 @ Canyon  November 27-29 @ Lowden
December 11-13 @ Canyon  December 11-13 @ Lowden
December 18-20 @ Canyon  December 18-20 @ Lowden

Come and Share Your Favorite 
#ScoutSummer2020 Moments

Use #ScoutSummer2020 on Instagram for a chance to be 
featured on boyslife.org and later in the magazine!

From https://boyslife.org/scoutsummer2020/
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Scouts BSA Advancement Update
November 5, 2020

Blackhawk Area Council (BAC) wants to highlight some important 
updates all Scouts, Scouters, and parents on some critical news as 
provided for by guidance from the National Advancement Team of the 
Boy Scouts of America in the Scouts BSA Program.

Eagle Extensions:
• BAC has been provided temporary authority to grant valid Eagle 

Scout extensions, beyond the age of 18 up to 3 months past the 
age 18, for specifi c reasons tied to the current pandemic. Two 
extensions may be provided for a total of 6 months. 

• Extension request will be accepted up through December 31, 2020
• Extensions are extraordinary in nature and therefore are rare.
• Scouts must demonstrate that the extension is necessary 

because of circumstances beyond their control. For COVID-19 
based extensions, please use this form: BlackhawkCOVI-19 
Eagle Extension Form

•  For extension request for other reasons' please use This form: 
National Form for Eagle Extension Requests 

• Request for extensions should be emailed to the Council 
Advancement Chairman at advanceinBAC@outlook.com. Do 
not mail them to the council offi  ce!

• An extension is not granted because of convenience but rather 
if there are circumstances beyond the control and the Scout has 
demonstrated that they have exhausted every possible remedy. 

A word about Eagle Scout Board of Reviews:
• Virtual Boards of Review are still acceptable as well as electronic 

signatures.
• Please note the important and vital process changes
        o  Once an “Eagle Scout Packet” has been reviewed at our 

Council Offi  ce, the actual packet will be returned to the unit 
leader.

o  The mailed packet will NOT contain the Letters of 
Reference (LoR). An electronic version of the packet will 
be emailed to the District Advancement Chairperson. This 
District/Council version will contain LOR’s. You should 
contact the District Advancement Chairperson to schedule the 
Eagle Board of Review and it will be their responsibility to 
provide the LOR’s at that time.

o  For virtual Eagle Board of reviews only: The District 
Representative is responsible for submitting the approval 
email, in lieu of physical signatures, to Council. The District 
Representatives have been given specifi cs on this process.  

o  By having this dual process, we can now provide assistance 
for scouts wanting to conduct their EBoR via in-person or 
virtually.

Camping Merit Badge:
• For the camping merit badge – requirement 9b has been temporarily 

suspended! When the requirement is reinstated, we will be 
provided 30 days advance notice.  What this means is that all other 
requirements for the Camping merit badge are still in place, but if 
the Scout is just missing 9b, consider the merit badge completed. 
This is a National directive and NOT subject to individual unit or 
merit badge counselor discretion. 

•  If a Scout is unable to complete other camping merit badge 
requirements due to COVID-19 restrictions that have impeded 
progress, please contact your district advancement chairperson (see 
next page) to discuss.

And fi nally, some temporary adjustments for other Scout advancement 

(Tenderfoot Through First Class)
Tenderfoot rank requirements
1b.   Virtual patrol or troop campouts via video conferencing will be 

permitted.
2a.   During the same day as your virtual patrol or troop campout, assist 

in preparing one meal with the help of those with whom you live. 
Tell your patrol or troop why it was important for each person to 
share in meal preparation and cleanup.

2b.  During the same day as your virtual campout, demonstrate the 
appropriate method of safely cleaning items used to prepare, serve 
and eat a meal.

5a.  Explain the importance of the buddy system as it relates to your 
personal safety on outings and in your neighborhood. Verbally 
commit to following the buddy system on your next troop or patrol 
outing.

7a. Tell how to display, raise, lower, and fold the U.S. fl ag.

Second Class rank requirements:
1a &  1c.  Virtual patrol or troop activities via video conferencing will  be  

permit ted. 
3b.   Using a compass and map together, plan a 5-mile hike approved by 

your adult leader.
4.      Evidence of wild animals can be demonstrated with information or 

photos of your local area found online.
5c.   May be completed virtually via video conferencing on dry land.
7c.    Learn about the dangers of using drugs, alcohol and tobacco and 

other practices that could be harmful to your health. Discuss what 
you learned with your family and explain the dangers of substance 
addictions. Report to your Scoutmaster or other adult leader in your 
troop about which parts of the Scout Oath and Scout Law relate to 
what you learned.

8a.  May be completed virtually using video conferencing.
8d.   May be completed by comparing costs at three (3) online sites or 

locations.

First Class rank requirements:
1a    Virtual patrol or troop activities via video conferencing will be 

permitted.
2e.    Supervise your assistant(s) in using a stove or building a cooking 

fi re. Prepare the breakfast, lunch, and dinner planned in First Class 
requirement 2a. Supervise the cleanup.

4a.    By drawing, computer software, or other virtual methods, plan an 
orienteering course that would cover at least one mile. Explain why 
measuring the height and/or width of designated items (tree, tower, 
canyon, ditch, etc.) is helpful. Explain how you would complete 
your course using a real map and compass.

4b.    Scouts do not need to follow their route.
5a.   Evidence of native plants can be demonstrated with information or 

photos of your local area found online.
6e.  May be completed on dry land.
9a.  Visit may take place virtually or by phone.
9c.  Outings can include past or future plans.
10   I nvite the potential new member to a virtual meeting or future 

activity using video conferencing.

See page 13 for conclusion of this article
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Recognizing Conservation
BSA Unveils Distinguished Conservation 

Service Award

For more than a century, the BSA has encouraged and honored 
conservation work with an award that recognizes youth, adults, and/
or organizations who have demonstrated tremendous eff ort and 
commitment to the environment. This award, which until now had 
been known as the William T. Hornaday Award, is being discontinued, 
and the new BSA Distinguished Conservation Service Award is being 
introduced to underscore the importance of encouraging everyone to 
participate in environmental stewardship.

The new BSA Distinguished Conservation Service Award will 
continue to recognize the conservation eff orts of Scouts, Venturers, 
Sea Scouts, adult volunteers, and other individuals, corporations, and 
institutions that contribute signifi cantly to natural resource conservation 
and environmental protection. It has been streamlined and modernized 
to build on the extraordinary contributions made by all the dedicated 
award recipients to date, and we believe the changes will help make 
these important eff orts even more accessible for today’s members.

Eff ective immediately, the Boy Scouts of America is transitioning 
conservation recognition to the new BSA Distinguished Conservation 
Service Award. The change in the award going forward does not in any 
way diminish the impactful conservation eff orts taken on by Scouts, 
volunteers, and organizations over many years as part of the previous 
awards program. Their eff orts have made important and positive 
diff erences in their communities and remain among the proudest bodies 
of work in Scouting.

For those who have earned a Hornaday award prior to this change, 
the legacy award can now be referred to as the BSA Distinguished 
Conservation Service Award. Although we are unable to replace medals 
or badges earned by previous award recipients, replacement certifi cates 
can be requested.

For those that have submitted or are currently working on a Hornaday 
award or project, the new award program outlines a path to transition to 
the BSA Distinguished Conservation Service Award. Bronze or Silver 
award distinctions will be used temporarily for individuals whose eff orts 
were already submitted or underway under the previous award program.

For all others, the BSA Distinguished Conservation Service Award 
will stand on its own as the organization’s highest award for conservation 
and environmental service.

More information on the new awards program, including details 
about how you can participate, will be available here on November 1, 
2020.

Advancement News

Scouts BSA Advancement
Update

(Continued from page 12)

It is important to remember that these temporary modifi cations are in 
place to “Scout On” during these unusual and extreme times. In almost 
all cases, discretion is not permitted by either the unit leader or other 
Scouter unless specifi cally permitted through guidance provided by the 
National/Region/Council level. This will allow for the Scout experience 
to be consistent throughout the program and not be compromised.

If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact a 
member of the BAC Advancement Team:

District  –  Name of Advancement Chair and Email address
Arrowhead  –  James Bussan (Temporary)  –   bussanja@chorus.net
Sycamore  –  Jamie Klinefelter,  ictadvancements@gmail.com
Wanchanagi  –  Connie Snyder, wanprojreview@yahoo.com
Wetassa  –  Jim Clay, jclayjr@att.net
White Eagle  –  Kari Ebens , ebensfab5@hotmail.com
Blackhawk Area Council  –  Manny Torres (Council Chair),   
        advanceinBAC@outlook.com
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Activity Planning and Risk Assessment

Policy Regarding Prohibited and Unauthorized Activities
The Boy Scouts of America’s Charter and Bylaws, Rules and Regulations, policies, and program guidelines help provide a safe and consistent 

program. Council and unit charters as well as individual registration are conditioned upon adherence to those requirements.
Adult volunteer leaders and units that allow youth or units to engage in prohibited or unauthorized activities in contravention of program 

requirements, and leaders who fail to take steps to stop any such activities, put Scouts and the organization at risk.
Only leaders possessing the educational, emotional, and moral qualities necessary for leadership are permitted to register and serve as Scouters. 

Actions which put youth or the organization at risk call into question the suitability of a Scouter for leadership.
If it is determined that Scouts were allowed to participate or engage in unauthorized or prohibited activities, a leader’s registration and/or the unit’s 

charter may be subject to adverse action, including revocation.
Some activities considered by youth and leaders are not compatible with the Scouting program. Some have unacceptable risks that have been 

confi rmed by serious or even fatal consequences. Others are not compatible with the Scout Oath and Scout Law. The activities listed below are strictly 
prohibited as part of any Scouting program.

The list is not comprehensive, but it serves as a defi nitive list of prohibited activities and it off ers a broad sense of what is not allowed as a 
Scouting activity. Scouting leaders should refer to this list when deciding on activities, and they should refl ect vigorously on how any activity outside 
our published program would resonate with the Scout Oath and Scout Law.

The Boy Scouts of America prohibits the following activities (with exceptions in italics):

The Scouting program incorporates common activities such 
as swimming, climbing, cycling, archery, and snowboarding that, 
depending on the details, may include both real and perceived risks to 
participants. Those risks are managed by BSA policies, procedures, and 
guidelines that set limits and incorporate specifi c features such as safety 
equipment or qualifi ed supervision. Guidance is provided by, but not 
limited to, the Age-Appropriate Guidelines for Scouting Activities  , Safe 
Swim Defense, Safety Afl oat, Climb on Safely, Belay On  , and the BSA 
shooting sports program. Activity components outside of BSA program 
guidelines are prohibited as follows:
1. Nonadherence to the Scouter Code of Conduct  
2. Any activity that is not aligned with the current Age-Appropriate 

Guidelines for Scouting Activities  
3. Aquatic activities that fail to comply with Safe Swim Defense and/

or Safety Afl oat
4. Activities related to COPE or climbing that fail to comply with 

Climb on Safely and/or Belay On  . This includes activities on 
courses that are not constructed to comply with standards set by the 
Association for Challenge Course Technology (ACCT)   and/or are 
not inspected annually for integrity.

5. Flying—use of hang gliders, ultralights, experimental aircraft, or 
nontethered hot-air balloons, or fl ying in an aircraft as part of a 
search-and-rescue mission (exceptions: transportation to Scouting 
events by commercial airlines; fl ying or tethered hot-air balloon 
fl ights following completion of the Flying Plan Checklist  )

6. Motorized vehicles used as program or activities—including all-
terrain vehicles (ATVs), off -road vehicles, motorized personal 
watercraft (PWC), and motorized speed events (exceptions: council-
approved ATV and PWC programs that comply with National Camp 
Accreditation Program [NCAP] standards  ; go-karting conducted 
at a commercial facility that provides equipment and supervision of 
cart operation; youth completing the Motorboating merit badge)

7. Shooting or throwing sports outside of BSA program literature and 
guidance. Examples of prohibited activities (with exceptions in 
italics) include:

 o  Anvil shooting, fl intlocks, exploding targets, and devices 
regulated by the National Firearms Act

 o Blow guns, boomerangs, and ballistae
 o  Homemade fi rearms and air cannons, potato cannons, and 

tennis ball cannons
 o Throwing of shovels, torpedoes, spikes, or stars

Prohibited Activities
(Eff ective  October 1, 2019) 

 o  Inappropriate ammunition such as pumpkins, hard slingshot 
ammo, and tracers

 o Canons exception: council camp ceremonies, which must                 
                follow the BSA’s guidelines for cannon use)
 o  Crossbows (except at the Summit Bechtel Family National 

Scout Reserve)
 o  Reloading ammunition, and using reloaded ammunition 

(except at Philmont Scout Ranch)
 o  Spears, including atlatls, pole spears, and spear guns (except 

at Philmont Scout Ranch)
8.  Open or concealed carry or use of fi rearms at any Scouting activity, 
   with the following exceptions:
 o  Law enforcement offi  cers who are required to carry fi rearms 

within their jurisdiction
 o Use as part of an offi  cial BSA shooting sports program
 o Appropriate hunting in Venturing
9.      Extreme or action sports and associated activities that involve an 

unusually high degree of risk and often involve speed, height, a 
high level of exertion, and specialized gear or equipment. These 
activities include but are not limited to
o Parkour
o Cliff  diving or jumping
o Whitewater paddling on rapids rated Class V or above
o Tree climbing
o Free or solo climbing
o  Aerobatics while snowboarding, skiing, wakeboarding, or 

mountain biking
o Parachuting, BASE jumping, or wingsuiting
o  Parasailing or any activity in which a person is carried aloft by 

a parachute, parasail, kite, fl ying tube, or other device
o  Participation in amateur or professional rodeo events, council 

or district sponsorship of rodeos, and use of mechanized bulls 
or similar devices (This restriction does not apply to bicycle 
safety rodeos.)

o  Jumping with bungee-cord devices (sometimes called 
shockcord jumping)

o  Bubbleball, Knockerball®, zorbing, Battle Balls™, bubble 
soccer, bubble football, and similar orb activities where 
participants collide or roll around on land or water.

(Continued on next page)
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o Flyboarding/jet-boarding
o Highlining
o XPOGO
o  Trampolines and trampoline parks (exception: commercial 

facilities that meet or exceed current ASTM Standard F2970-
15)

10. Use of accelerants, chemicals, or pyrotechnics to start fi res 
or in ceremonies (exception: solid fi re starters designed and 
manufactured for this purpose)

11. Using homemade or modifi ed equipment that fails to comply with 
the BSA Chemical Fuels and Equipment policy

12. Burning any solid, liquid, gel, or gas fuel in a tent—including tents 
or teepees that feature or support stoves or fi res

13. Activities where participants strike at each other, including martial 
arts, boxing, combat games, gladiator games, and reenactment 
activities such as live action role-playing games (LARP) and 
Society for Creative Anachronism (SCA) activities (exception: tai 
chi)

14. Activities where participants shoot or throw objects at each other, 
such as rock-throwing, paintball, laser or archery tag, sock fi ghts, 
or dodgeball

15. Service projects that fail to comply with federal, state, or local 
laws regarding the safety of youth (For more information, visit 
www.youthrules.gov and www.dol.gov/general/topic/youthlabor/
hazardousjobs/ )

16. Use of power tools by youth, including chainsaws, log splitters, 
wood chippers, and power saws or mills (Youth may use age-
appropriate tools following tool manufacturers’ guidelines.)

17. Use Exploration of abandoned mines
18. Fireworks, including selling of fi reworks (exception: fi reworks 

displays by a certifi ed or licensed fi reworks control expert)
19. Water chugging, and eating or drinking competitions such as 

“chubby bunny” or hot dog eating contests
20. Hunting (Venturing crews may conduct hunting trips, and councils 

may host special adult hunting expeditions provided that all 
participants have obtained necessary permits and/or licenses 
from state or federal agencies and have completed a hunter safety 
education course.)

21. Intramural, interscholastic, or club sport competitions or activities

Please review Prohibited Activities FAQ’s if you have any questions.
You can use this Safety Moment on prohibited activities to help 

explain the policies at your meetings.

Prohibited Activities
(Continued)

Safety

RESOURCES
• Program literature including handbooks, merit badge 

pamphlets, and leader guides
• Prohibited Activities FAQs: www.scouting.org/health-and-

safety/prohibited-activities-faqs/

When an Incident Happens
From the Council Enterprise Risk Management Committee

Do you know what an incident is? Do you know what to do when 
an incident occurs? Do you know what a near miss is? Read on for the 
answers.

What is considered an incident? Loosely defi ned, a health 
and safety incident is any unplanned event that results in harm to an 
individual, property, or the environment. Examples include injuries 
(ranging from minor to life-threatening), outbreaks of food borne 
illnesses, vehicle accidents, property damage, the closure of a program 
area because of safety concerns, and the death of a Scout or volunteer.  
Use the Incident Reporting Tool (No. 680-016).

What is a near miss? A near miss is an unplanned event that doesn't 
result in injury, illness, or damage but had the potential to do so. An 
example of a near miss is a Scout getting lost at camp and your calling 
for emergency response. Use the Near Miss Reporting Tool (No. 680-
017).

Why should we report incidents? To ensure that the organization 
can respond in an appropriate manner and be prepared to handle any 
ensuing allegations or claims. Incident reports also help the BSA develop 
policies to prevent future occurrences.

What if the incident involves allegations of child abuse or 
inappropriate behavior? Use the Youth Protection/Membership 
Infraction Incident Information Form (No. 680-676) to gather data.  Note 
that this form contains confi dential information and must be forwarded 
directly to the Scout Executive as soon as possible.

If I report alleged child abuse to the BSA, do I still need to report 
it to the authorities? Yes. You must still follow your state's mandatory 
reporting requirements.

Complete the Incident Report Online. Go to https://
bsapublicintakeportal.secure.force.com  and complete the report.

On our council website go to the “Health and Safety” tab, then scroll 
down to “Incident Reporting.” There you will also fi nd PDF versions 
that can be printed and taken with you to write down the particulars. It 
can also be found in the appendix of the Guide to Safe Scouting.

In all cases, complete the Incident Report online.

The “Scouts First Helpline” phone number is
 844-SCOUTS1 (844-726-8871)

Go to https://bsapublicintakeportal.secure.force.com/ 
and complete the report.

On our council website go to the "Health and Safety" tab, 
then scroll down to "Incident Reporting."

 There you will also fi nd PDF
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P.R.A.Y. Extends Eligibility in 
Response to COVID -19

Extension Deadline: December 31, 2020

Recognizing that church and Scout meetings have been suspended, 
P.R.A.Y. has adopted the following policy to ensure that young people 
do not miss the opportunity to earn their P.R.A.Y. emblem while 
maintaining eligibility for the Four-Star Award:

At the request of clergy and counselors, a special eligibility 
extension is in eff ect until December 31, 2020. This means that students 
who are eligible for a program based on their current grade level in 
March 2020, will still be eligible to earn that award until the end of this 
calendar year, December 31, 2020. Instead of aging out of a program 
in the fall when starting a new grade at school, the P.R.A.Y. extension 
will allow young people to complete their requirements until December 
31, 2020.

We also know that with time at home for spring breaks and self-
quarantines, trying to maintain health, there is a good chance you will 
be battling cabin fever. Below you will fi nd information and resources 
from P.R.A.Y. to engage Scouts and their families in faith formation. I 
hope you will fi nd them useful in your own ministry.

P.R.A.Y. is grateful for the many churches and volunteers who help 
young people grow in faith and earn their religious emblems. You are 
needed for such a time as this! We pray God’s presence be a source of 
comfort and strength both to you and to the young people with whom 
you work.

Jason Noland, P.R.A.Y. CEO

30-Day Challenges
In an addition to the video series on YouTube, we are pleased to 

introduce 30-Day Challenges for every P.R.A.Y. Program level. When 
completed according to the prescribed schedule, with the help from a 
parent or counselor at home, youth can complete the requirements and 
share with their family the work toward achievement of their religious 
emblem. Visit each program's challenge below.

Jesus and Me 30 Day Challenge
God and Me 30 Day Challenge

God and Family 30 Day Challenge
God and Church 30 Day Challenge

God and Life 30 Day Challenge

Religious Emblems Class
As we start another Scouting year, now is the best time to start 

earning your religious emblem.
Here is a great opportunity to do so!
The PRAY Religious Emblem Programs are being hosted by the St. 

Barnabas Lutheran Church in Cary, starting September 20th.

Earn your religious emblem and exercise your Duty to God. Learn 
about God’s importance in family and community while earning patches, 
badges and awards recognized by Scouting.

All are welcome to participate, regardless of what church you belong 
to.  The Youth Director at St. Barnabas will guide you and your child 
through the program with fun monthly activities and service projects 
tailored for specifi c age groups. 

Lessons coordinate with numerous Christian faiths. Members of 
other churches are welcome to participate. 

Badges/awards are earned upon completion.  For more information 
or to register for the program, email youth@stbarnabas-cary.org.

You can also get additional information by visiting https://www.
praypub.org/pray .

12th Point of the Scout Law
Work on Your Religious 

Emblems
Calling all Scouts! Remember the 12th  point of the Scout Law – you 

got it – Reverent!
Reverence is an important part of Scouting and for all ages!  In fact, 

there are several awards that one can work on and you can fi nd these by 
looking at HTTP://WWW.PRAYPUB.ORG 

After you know what book you need, call the Scout Shop and order 
it or pick it up if they have it in stock. You might need the mentor book 
also for your parents or religious leader to help you.  

Parents, now is the time to encourage your youth to work on their 
awards. What a treasure it is to spend time talking to your own youth.

If you have any questions about the awards or process, contact Mr 
Broman (Mr B) and he can help you. His email is mrb3@att.net.

God Bless,
Mr. B

Council News

Blackhawk Area Council
Catholic Committee

Our plan next year will be back to the retreat weekend but if we can’t, 
we know how to have fun anyway!!
Scout Sunday  – February 7, 2021 Join us at the Cathedral of St. Peter 
in Rockford as the  Scouts are awarded their emblems!

Any questions, drop me an email at chiodinix5@comcast.net. Don’t 
forget to have your younger – Scouts K-5 – work on their own religious 
awards!

God bless
 Cindy Chiodini  –   chiodinix5@comcast.net. 
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2020 Friends of Scouting 
Invest in Youth. Invest in Character. Invest in Leadership.

How Do We Meet Our Pack, Troop, or Crew Goal?
1) Hold a Family Friends of Scouting Presentation at your Blue & Gold Banquet or Court of Honor

  a.      Your Unit leadership will be contacted by a District volunteer or staff  member to schedule this presentation. We will train a volunteer to 
come and deliver a presentation during your event to give all families an opportunity to participate in the giving program and explain 
where the money goes.

2) Council Email Invites to your group
  a.     Council will send an invite to your Blue and Gold or Court of Honor for all emails currently in our database from your Unit.
  b.      If your Unit has an invite list; it can be sent to Council and they will send a nice email inviting your families to your event, including a 

link to online donations, a link to the Friends of Scouting video, and providing more information prior to the presentation on your behalf.
  c.     Excel List is preferred but any is acceptable. Send to dane.boudreau@scouting.org

3) Matching Gifts
 a.      Many companies will match a donation by their employees to a non-profi t. Matching gift letters will be provided at your presentation, 

but  this is a great way to help reach your goal by doubling your gift. All you do is present the letter to your HR or Payroll and mark it 
on your pledge card.

4) Follow up and Regular Correspondence with Your Families
 a.      Not everyone will donate at your event, but, if sent reminders will donate if asked directly. The Council will help follow up with donors/

families but it is faster and better received if they receive a contact from a Unit Leader helping to reach the goal.

Digital Presence - An easy way to help family and friends donate

5) Unit Online Donation Platform
 a.      Every Unit that holds a presentation will be given a unique link to an online donation platform. This can be used at any time throughout 

the year and during the presentation if a family is more comfortable donating online. This allows the gifts from your families to be 
credited to your Unit goal and will be included with any email invites.

 b.     This is what our Unit Banners look like:
         i.      When navigating to donate online, your families and donors will be able to see a thermometer with your Unit Friends of Scouting 

Goal.

6) Facebook Fundraiser through Blackhawk Area Council 
 a.      Through the Blackhawk Area Council Facebook page, any person can set up an online fundraiser to help reach their unit Friends of 

Scouting goal.

7) Facebook Birthday/Anniversary Fundraisers
 a.      It is now the norm that instead of people asking for gifts for their birthday/anniversary, they will post a Facebook fundraiser for their 

favorite non-profi t. This can help your campaign greatly because many people will donate because of the connection with their friend or 
family versus the organization itself.

If you do not know how to setup a Facebook fundraiser, or set up an email with a link to your Unit Banner, please contact your District staff  member 
for assistance.

We thank you for your commitment to Scouting and helping raise the needed funds to continue to support our 
local programs serving over 12,000 youth annually in 12 counties!
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Make a Gift That
Lasts a Lifetime

Have you ever thought about a fi nancial gift to Scouting that lasts a 
lifetime? In addition to donating to Friends of Scouting each year, which 
is absolutely necessary for the council to operate; there are other ways to 
donate that will create a fi nancial pipeline in perpetuity for our council 
and Scouting programs and help us “Scout Our Future.”

It is our Council Endowment Committee’s goal to be able to fund 
all of our council program expenses through the interest generated 
from our Council Endowment. This goal is not something that can be 
completed in a single year, but a goal our entire Scouting community 
must take on together to achieve.

Specifi cally,
Our Mission: “To provide ongoing fi nancial support for Scouting 
programs in the Blackhawk Area Council”

Our Vision: “To ensure that Scouting in the Blackhawk Area Council 
is gratis from perennial, fi nancial constraints in perpetuity”

So What Is an Endowment?

An endowment is a fund held to provide interest and dividend 
earnings for the benefi t of a charitable cause. Ultimately, it is a life 
preserver that generates income each and every year for our council. 
With a gift to the Council Endowment Fund, you are supporting Scouting 
throughout your lifetime and beyond.  

Unlike Friends of Scouting, your donations are held in a restricted 
fund, meaning only the interest and dividends earned from your gift can 
be used for council support each year. What this means is that if our 
endowment grows large enough, the Blackhawk Area Council will be 
able to improve its programs, cut costs for programs, and overall be free 
from the constraints of fi nancial hardships.

There are several recognitions for Endowment gifts and diff erent 
types of gifts that can be accepted such as cash, estate gifts, charitable 
remainder trusts, and much more. I invite you to read more about this 
great way to make a lifetime impact to the Blackhawk Area Council by 
visiting www.blackhawkscouting.org/scoutingourfuture

Should you have an interest in donating to our Endowment or have 
questions, please contact the council service center any time at 815-397-
0210  and someone will be happy to assist.

Blackhawk Area Council
James E. West Pledge Card

Please choose a level of commitment: 
       ____$1000   ____$5000  ____$10,000  ____ $15,000 
Donor Information and Affi  liation:        
In Memory/Honor of __________________________________
Name  _____________________________________________
Pledge Signature _____________________________________
Address _____________________________________________ 
City ___________________________________  State  ______   
Zip ______________ 
Email ___________________________________
Date _______________________ 

_____ NEW - James E West   _____ EXISTING: Please add to 
my James E West Account
_____ Send Me Information on Endowment Events
_____ Send Me Information on Endowment giving - Gifts can be   

given over a period of time.
_____ Send Me Information on Will Services

Method of Payment and Billing Schedule:
_____ Cash
_____ Check # _______ ______
  (Make payable to Blackhawk Area Council)
_____ Visa  _____ Master Charge  _____ American Express
_____  Credit Card # _______________________________   
Exp. Date ______________
_____  Bill Me: _____ Monthly  _____ Quarterly  _____ 
Annually ______

Name on Card _______________________________________   
CSV# _______

Guide to Safe Scouting

“Be safe” is one of the watch words of Scouting. According 
to Former Chief Scout Executive Michael Surbaugh, “the BSA is 
committed to safety.” He charges each of us to commit ourselves to 
creating a safe and healthy learning environment. It behooves all of us to 
keep this charge in mind every time our Scouts get together. The Scout’s 
parents entrust their children to our care and expect them to be safe, 
secure, healthy, and happy.

Our defi nitive guide to safety in all of our Scouting activities is 
the Guide to Safe Scouting. It has a great deal of information on a wide 
range of topics. Every Scouter should be familiar with this guide and 
should check it regularly.

The Guide to Safe Scouting can be found at http://www.scouting.
org/Healtandsafety/GSS.aspx.

The online version is updated quarterly. A PDF version is also 
available for download.

Be sure to check the guide for the latest changes before any outing 
or event.

Not all learning happens in the classroom.
We are equipping young Americans for life.
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Updated Youth 
Protection Training

The updated online and facilitator-led (face-to-face) Y01 Youth 
Protection Training have been released.

Updates include a new learning plan as well as a Spanish-translated 
version of the training. Previous versions of the facilitated training are 
obsolete. Do not use them. YPT Champions can get a link to the new 
facilitator materials from their Scout executive.

YPT training must be current through December 31, 2020 to be 
rechartered with your unit in Blackhawk Area Council. That means that 
it could not have been taken before December 31, 2018.”

Both the English and Spanish Youth Protection facilitator-led 
courses have been released to council Scout executives.

To further your knowledge in protecting youth, we have released 
additional recommended online training modules covering the following 
Youth Protection topics:

• Physical abuse
•  Emotional abuse
•  Neglect
•  Impact of violence in the home

Training Talk

New Video Series Delivers the 
Ultimate Den Leader Experience

By now, you’ve probably caught word of Scoutbook’s Den Leader 
Experience, the free web app that makes it easier than ever for den leaders 
to prepare for and lead meetings, track advancement and attendance, 
and more. So, how could preparing for a den meeting possibly get any 
easier?

Leave it to the Scoutbook team to fi nd new ways to streamline and 
simplify the den leading process—because they’ve now introduced a 
video series to help you navigate the Den Leader Experience app and get 
the most out of this terrifi c new tool.  

Based on the top questions the Scoutbook team received since the 
launch of the Den Leader Experience, these videos were created in the 
spirit of continuous improvement. The video series uses quick, to-the-
point snapshots that will help any den leader get started, whether you’re 
a tech novice or an app afi cionado.

From home screen how-tos to den invitations, check out the list 
below to see how these videos can off er you the best Den Leader 
Experience possible. You can also fi nd all 16 videos at Scouting.org/
DenLeaderTips.

Dashboard:
Accessing Your Account
Navigating the Main Pages
Taking Training
Finding Resources
Preparing for the Next Meeting
Selecting Your Den
Setting Up a Den

Meetings:
Understanding the Calendar View
Editing Your Calendar
Taking Attendance

Roster:
Finding Parents
Finding Your Scouts
Inviting a Leader to Your Den
Inviting a Parent to Your Den
Inviting a Scout to Your Den
Viewing an Adult’s Profi le

Check out the Den Leader Experience for yourself through 
Scoutbook and be sure to head to Bryan on Scouting’s story to learn 
more about the awesome features! 

For questions on the Den Leader Experience or Scoutbook in general, 
you can always contact the Scoutbook support team at: Scoutbook.
support@scouting.org. You can also read answers to frequently asked 
questions http://Scoutbook Den Leader Experienc.

As always, keep an eye on Scoutbook.com for updates and stay 
tuned to Scouting Wire for details on another new video series featuring 
den leader tips and Cub Scout rank overviews!

Online Position-Specifi c Training

Online training for introductary, basic, and supplemental training is 
available at  my.scouting.org.

You will need to create an account which wihelp you keeep track of 
the courses you complete.

Wood Badge C7-660-21
Wood Badge Registration Is Now Open.

Camp Lowden

This training is for any Scouter who is trained in their current 
position.

Check out the information listed at these sites and if you have any 
questions contact Ken Wisniewski at wlkw03@gmail.com

For more information go to https://sites.google.com/view/c7-660-
21/home

Dates
Session 1 – August 20-22, 2021
Session 2 – September 25-26, 2021

Registration has begun
Last day to register – August 10, 20211

Cost – $250 per person
Early discount before June 1, 2021 – $30.00 will apply

At Okpik, the safety of our participants has always been paramount 
to our training. With that still foremost in our minds and given the 
uncertainty of the current times, we have made the diffi  cult decision to 
cancel the 2020-2021 course. Please stay safe and healthy this winter 
and we are looking forward to having you join us in 2021-2022!

Okpik 2020-2021
Course - Cancelled
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There are some programs and activities which various council committees are planning.
 If you would like to help out, contact Emily Cross at Emily.Cross@scouting/org

Merit Badge Midway

Coming to you this February a council wide Merit Badge Midway! 
If you are a merit badge counselor and would like to be involved please 
contact Emily Cross at Emily.Cross@scouting/org

More details will be sent out asap!

Klondike Derby

The program team is working on a COVID-friendly plan to get 
troops out and about to enjoy classic Klondike activities delivered in 
a new way! Keep a lookout for more details soon. Cub Scouts – The 
new year will be brining new programs! District representatives will be 
reaching out to Packs for feedback on assistance and programs that will 
benefi t units.

Cub Scouts

The new year will be brining new programs! District representatives 
will be reaching out to packs for feedback on assistance and programs 
that will benefi t units.

 Venturing Blast

Planning is underway for late February! Details to come!

Scout Shop Phone: 815-637-6180
Web Site:    www.BlackhawkHub.org
Email: RockfordScoutShop@scouting.org

Pinewood Derby
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Now Open!
2021 Scouts BSA Summer Camp Registration!

2021 will be here before you know it!

Sign up your troop today!  2021 will be fi lling up quickly!

Camping

New program feature: Cowboy Action Shooting 
Range! Do you have what it takes to make it the 
Wild West?
New Program Area – Skilled Trades: 
Automotive Maintenance, Composite Material, 
Drafting, Electricity, Graphic Arts, Home Repair, 
Metalworking, Painting, Plumbing, Welding

New program feature: 32 foot Climbing structure to 
complete our Zip-line and High Ropes area.  
New Merit Badges: Graphic Art, Textile, Insect Study, 
Scouting Heritage, and Metalwork.

Canyon Camp

Week 1 June 20, 2021 - June 26, 2021
Week 2 June 27, 2021 - July 3, 2021
Week 3 July 4, 2021 - July 10, 2021
Week 4 July 11, 2021 - July 17, 2021
Week 5 July 18, 2021 - July 24, 2021

Camp Lowden

Week 1 June 20, 2021 - June 26, 2021
Week 2 June 27, 2021 - July 3, 2021
Week 3 July 4, 2021 - July 10, 2021
Week 4 July 11, 2021 - July 17, 2021
Week 4 July 11, 2021 - July 17, 2021

Register online for either camp at 
https://blackhawkhub.org/posts/54251
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Summer Camp –
More Than Just Fun

Scout troops which go to Canyon Camp or Camp Lowden for 
summer long-term camping use the advancement program and Scouting 
activities to provide learning experiences – and fun! Scouts discover 
what they don’t know, and soon want to master the skills necessary for 
advancement.

When the Scoutmaster is with his group at summer camp, he gets 
to know his individual Scouts better, since he is with them at some time 
each day during the six-day encampment.

The Scouts learn to interact, to work together toward a common 
goal. They develop team spirit, using the time-tested patrol method. 
Benefi ts that are often overlooked are opportunities to meet new 
Scouting friends and to “see how the other troops do it.” 

Lee Binkley and Dick Reynolds, 
Co-camp Directors

The Annual Kiwanis Woodcutter's Ball Work Day scheduled for 
October 3, 2020 did not occur in its traditional format this year. Without 
Camp operating this summer season, we have fewer winter preparation 
projects needed for this fall. In combination with the pandemic, we feel it 
is best to hold small work project days as needed throughout the fall and 
winter seasons rather than bring one large group together on October 3 
in the traditional manner of the Kiwanis Woodcutter's Ball. We are very 
thankful for the continued relationship with the Monroe Kiwanis Club 
and we look forward to gathering together through this partnership next 
Spring as we prepare for the 2021 summer season.

 If you would like to volunteer to be a part of our off -season work 
project team, please share your interest by emailing program.canyon@
gmail.com. Additionally, you can email leebinkley@hotmail.com

 As opportunities arise for simple projects, we would love to have 
your name on the short list of folks we may be able to contact to come to 
camp.  This group will follow strict safety guidelines related to covid-19 
and will gather depending on availability and quantity of volunteers.

 Thank you for all you do for Canyon Camp, and we look forward 
to bringing all of our amazing volunteers like you together in the future 
when it's safe to do so.

Canyon Camp  

New High-Adventure Base
 “Find Your Adventure”

Portal Launches
Scouting Wire October 30, 2020

The BSA’s Outdoor Adventures team is gearing up to welcome 
Scouts and Scouters to high-adventure bases for the 2021-2022 seasons. 
To help you manage registering for these life-changing experiences, you 
can log on to a new “Find Your Adventure info” portal.

Registration for 2022 opens during the last week of October at 
Philmont Scout Ranch, Florida Sea Base, Northern Tier, and the Summit 
Bechtel Reserve.

Through the new portal, you can review and register for any of 
the BSA’s high-adventure bases all from one site. Diff erent from the 
previous system, you will be required to log in with your My.Scouting 
credentials.

Reservations are fi nalized in the order they are received, so log in to 
your My.Scouting account to confi rm your username and password, and 
that all your information is current. Your reservation will be populated 
from the information in your My.Scouting account. To help you Be 
Prepared, review this checklist.

By confi rming you can log in, or resetting your information if 
needed ahead of time, you will have a smoother registration process. 
If you need help resetting your password, check out these instructions.

For information on “High-Adventure Week” go to “Bryan on 
Scouting” (October 26, 2020) which delves into the new, exciting 
programs and treks off ered at the high-adventure bases for 2022. 

Still looking for a 2021 adventure? Individual treks are still 
available at Philmont Scout Ranch and crew slots are still available at 
the other three bases.
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Recently, the Camp Lowden Alumni Association was formed as a 
way for dedicated camp alumni to help support Camp Lowden fi nancially 
and through volunteerism.  

It is the mission of the CLAA to unite Friends of Camp Lowden 
and Camp Lowden Staff  – past, present, and future  –  for the purpose 
of serving Scouting adventures, teaching and instilling the Scouting 
Ideals, and preserving Camp Lowden in order to create memories that 
will last a lifetime. The CLAA will support Camp Lowden through Staff  
Scholarships, volunteer hours, maintenance funds, and dedication to 
Blackhawk Area Council Approved Projects pertaining to Camp Lowden.

Membership is open to any individual or family with ties to Camp 
Lowden or considers themselves a “Friend of Camp Lowden.”  The 
CLAA off ers a variety of membership levels and terms of membership.  
Benefi ts of membership include
• A commitment to sustaining programming at Camp Lowden
• Membership Card
• Quarterly Newsletter
• Invitations to “Alumni Happenings”
• Eligibility to run for a position on the CLAA Advisory Committee
• Access to purchase CLAA exclusive branded items

More benefi ts may be added as the Association gets fully up and 
running.

For more information or to request a membership application, please 
contact Jason Endress at  chem_rulz@mchsi.com

Introducing the Stewards of
Canyon Camp!

Mission Statement: Our mission is to ensure that the Spirit of 
Canyon Camp can continue to impact the lives of young people into the 
future by collectively pooling resources to have maximum impact on the 
program and facilities at Canyon Camp.

Goal:  Each year we will consult with the Camp Director(s), Property 
Committee, and Council Program Director to identify a list of needs, 
both program focused as well as facility focused.  Each year the money 
collected through the Stewards of Canyon Camp  will fund projects from 
the list as chosen by the members of the Leadership Council.

Donations:  We are asking each member of the Stewards of Canyon 
Camp to donate $250 towards the fund each year. As a thank you, you 
will receive a limited edition silver-threaded Canyon Camp patch.  As 
this is our inaugural year for the Stewards of Canyon Camp, you will 
also get a Founder segment patch and a 2020 year segment patch. Each 
year that you continue to support the Canyon Camp Stewards initiative 
you will get yearly segments, all in silver thread. If you recruit another 
supporter to our fund, then yes we have a Recruiter segment for you! 
Patches will be handed out during a Wednesday night family night 
during the summer camping season (2020 to be disbursed next summer).  
Regular members of the Stewards who donate for four years will be 
awarded a limited edition gold-threaded Canyon Camp patch.

Stewards Leadership Council: The Leadership Council will be 
composed of members that choose to increase their commitment+ to 
the Spirit of Canyon Camp by donating $1,000 each year. The board 
members will receive the golden Canyon Camp patch and corresponding 
golden segments.  Each year in the spring, the board will have a dinner 
meeting in Rockford or conference call to discuss the proposed projects 
and decide which project(s) will be supported by the Stewards of Canyon 
Camp annual fund.  Each December, the Leadership Council will create 
an annual report/update to send out to all Stewards detailing the status of 
each funded project and previewing upcoming needs at the camp. 

Payments:  Payments can be made either a single payment or if 
you prefer, we can arrange for a monthly installment plan that better fi ts 
your budget.

New Initiative:
Stewards of Canyon Camp

Dear Canyon Camp Alumni and Friends,
Canyon Camp holds a special place in each of our hearts; it helped 

shape who we became as adults. As each successive generation of 
Scouts makes their way through the front gate of camp into the lower 
parking lot, we know that the dedicated camp staff  is ready to give them 
an amazing week. They will become the heroes to those young Scouts. 
In turn, the Spirit of Canyon Camp will encourage some of those young 
Scouts to join the ranks of the next generation of staff  who will learn 
about those “Little Scouts who follow me.”

Several alumni recently pondered the question of how they could 
help camp, the list of needs was deep and wide, but the resources 
available were not. A plan was created that took inspiration from the 
founders of Canyon Camp. The vision of Dr. Eugene Vickery, Paul 
Watz, and Clayton Chatters was to fi nd a place where Scouting could 
fl ourish into the future. Together we, the alumni and friends of Canyon 
Camp, will come together and pool resources to ensure that Scouting 
continues to fl ourish along the banks of Coon Creek.

You will fi nd the details of the Stewards of Canyon Camp initiative 
here, and we hope you will consider joining us in this endeavor, for it 
shall be, as you will have it.

Camp Lowden 
Alumni Association 

Seeks Members

Order of the Arrow
Winter Banquet

January 16, 2021

The Order of the Arrow’s Winter Banquet 2021 is going virtual! It 
will be BYOF (Bring Your Own Food). You can tune into the event for 
awards, games, and much more. Keep a lookout for date and details to 
be posted on the Blackhawk Hub and Facebook!
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The National Order of the Arrow Committee is offering a Nationwide Virtual Induction event called Momentum 
Spark.  This event will be held through their online platform.  

 

Cost: $27 (includes cost of sash, patch, 2020 dues) you also have the option to add $15 for 2021 Dues 

Dates: November 6-7, 2020 times of ceremonies will be released at a later date.  

Ceremonies: will be streamed on the momentum website www.momentum.oa-bsa.org  

Signup: https://blackhawkscouting.doubleknot.com/event/momentum-spark-virtual-order-of-the-arrow-induction-2020/2744073  

Virtual Induction Procedure  

 Principles of the Ordeal  
 No talking from the time of the Pre-Ordeal to the Ordeal ceremony  
 Sleeping underneath the stars  

 Using only tarp, sleeping bag, and necessary items sleep outside in your backyard  
 If you do not have the ability to sleep outside, please isolate within your residence to 

experience the time of recollection  
 Eating scant food for breakfast and lunch  

 Recommended menu  
 Breakfast  

 Dry cereal  
 Fruit  
 Water  

 Lunch  
 Cold cut sandwich  
 Fruit  
 Water  

 Service projects  
 Must commit to completing 4 hours of service throughout the day  

 This can be anything from road clean up, helping a neighbor with some service 
projects, or any similar projects  

 Troops can gather with their candidates and complete a project together (must 
follow youth protection and COVID guidelines)  

 We will be asking everyone to submit their projects for final approval by Lodge 
 All ordeal principles need to be monitored by the  parent or guardian.  We are requesting everyone 

to be trustworthy and complete the areas to the best of their ability.   
 

*Everyone interested youth or adult needs to sign up with the lodge in order to participate in this event. 
*Sash and Patch will be mailed out to the new ordeals once attained by the Lodge. Please note this might be 

after the event but we will mail them all out. 
*This is an option to complete your ordeal.  We will also provide in person ordeals at a future date (could be 

in 2021) if you wish to wait. 
*Any questions please email Michael DeLeo at mfdeleo1@gmail.com 

Momentum Spark: This Saturday was the fi rst time ever the National Order of the Arrow is hosting a virtual induction!
 Blackhawk Area Council Wulapeju Lodge had over 30 participants taking part in the induction.
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Sycamore District
Serving McHenry County in Illinois

Committee Chair - Matthew Ewertowski - 815-276-782
District Commissioner – David Beeson, 847-754-4392
Vice-Chair of Membership - Karla Zander, 847-650-9951
 Cub Scout - Fall Roundup - Donald Novak, 815-529-8913
 Cub Scout - Spring Recruitment - Donald Novak, 815-529-8913
 Webelos-to-Scout Tansition - Vacant
 Boy Scout Open House - Vacant
Vice Chair of Finance - Charles Natoli - 847-531-7765
 Family Friends of Scouting Chair - Charles Powe, 224-569-6481
 Community Friends of Scouting Chair - Vacant 
 Popcorn Kernel - Cynthia Graf - 
 Sporting Clays
 Legacy of Service
Vice-Chair of Administration - Michelle Myshkowec, 847-417-9875
 Nominating Committee Chairperson - Lance Snider,
   630-525-0518
  Committee Member - Jennifer Broadfi eld, 847-754-7080 
  Committee Member - Russ Friend, 847-915-8660
  Committee Member - Pierre Langlois, 815-675-6524
  Committee Member - Chuck Natoli, 847-531-7765
  Committee Member - Blair Piotrowski, 847-712-0867
 Risk Management Representative - Michael McCleary
   815-337- 9016
 District Dinner Chair - Carrie Fiorina
 Awards and Recognition - Jeff  Klinefelter, 815-236-1847
 Noteworthy Editor - Rachel Friend, 24-829-6479
 Web Administrator - Rachel Friend,224-829-6479 
 Local Media Coordinator, Vacant
 Public Relations Chairpersons - Leah Beeson - 847-502-2452 
  and Kurt Kokoruz - 815-307-8027
Vice-Chair of Program - Brian Gahan
 Advancement and Recognition Chairperson - Frank Colomer, Jr., 
  815-276-5214
  Internet Advancement Pack Coordinator - Leah Beeson, 
  847-754-4392
  Internet Advancement Troop Coordinator - Sean Smith, 
  224-523-4847
  Life-Eagle Board Coordinator - Michael Lumpp, 815-344-
  1088
 Activities and Civic Service Chairperson - Maria Kaiser,
   224-256-1708
  Klondike Chair -
  Scouting for Food - Susan Clancy-Kelly, 847-516-3782
  Woods of Webelos Coordinator - Gail Krec, 815-675-6578
  Sycamore Derby Days - Melissa Davis, 224-587-3820
  Tiger Time Chair - Vacant 
  Merit Badge Day - Denike Warden, 847-863-0929
 Camp Promotion and Outdoor Chairperson - Chuck Natoli,
   847-531-7765
 Day Camp Administrator - Christina Bahnsen, 815-245-6303
 Day Camp Administrator - Lisa DeRusha, 815-861-9203
 OA Advisor - Dan Koleno, 815-344-4569

Sycamore District Committee
Training Chairperson - Tom Lotito, 224-829-6676

Assistant Training Chair - Christina Bahnsen, 815-245-6303
Cub Scout Training - Tyson Carter, 708-642-1972
Boy Scout Training - Tara Northway
Venturing Training - Randy Jenovai

District Executive - Michael Ancheta, 815-397-0210
District Executive - Laura Cullotta, 815-397-0210

Sycamore District Calendar
November 2020

12 Roundtable
19 District Commisioners meetings
26 Thanksgiving Day
26-27 Council service center closed

December 2020
1 Courier deadline for January 2021 issue
3 Districct Committee meeting
10 Roundtable
17 Districct Commissioners meeting
31 Wayne and Ruth Diehl Scholarship application deadline

Attitude

The longer I live, the more I realize the impact of attitude 
on life. Attitude, to me, is more important than facts. It is more 
important than the past, than education, than money, than 
circumstances, than failures, than successes, than what other 
people think or say or do. It is more important than appearance, 
giftedness, or skill. It will make or break an organization...a 
church...a home.

The remarkable thing is we have a choice every day regarding 
the attitude we will embrace for that day. We cannot change our 
past. We cannot change the fact that people will act in a certain 
way. We cannot change the inevitable. The only thing we can do is 
play on the one string we have, and that is our attitude.

I am convinced that life is 10% what happens to me and 90% 
how I react to it. And so it is with you. We are in charge of our 
attitudes.

Charles Swindoll
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Chuck Natoli
District Vice-Chair, Finance

The Human Race – Virtual
Get some recognition for being a member of the Human Race-

literally! This event provides for plenty of fresh air. The Human Race is 
in need of some help to run the event. Keep in step with this opportunity! 
This will be a virtual event. Making it successful will be as easy as a 
walk in the park!

Volunteer Night Out
Be part of the team helping to plan a fun night out for our Volunteer 

Night Out Celebration. This event is off ered once a quarter. Covid may 
cause this event to go virtual.

Females in Scouting
Looking for a Committee Chair and additional team members to 

roll out this fi rst-time event. BSA in McHenry County is introducing 
this program with the purpose of celebrating and honoring females in 
Scouting. Expectations include building a team of local Scout leaders, 
local Scouts, and local business community leaders all working 
cooperatively to inform, honor, and celebrate Females in Scouting. 

Contact Chuck Natoli at cnatolijr@comcast.net

Sycamore District 
Finance Team

Cynthia Graf
with daughter Emily
Sycamore District
Popcorn Kernel

Popcorn Sales: It's Not Too Late!

Trail’s End Popcorn sales are still going on and it is not too late to sell 
popcorn to support your unit. Sycamore District has sold $122,319.10 in 
popcorn. Most of the sales, $110,322.00, were made online. 

Scouts can earn the 2020 Popcorn Patch for selling popcorn this 
year. They can earn a $10 gift card and the Braves of Blackhawk patch 
when reaching $350+ in total sales. High Sellers can earn a larger gift 
card. Scouts are entered into a drawing for a $100 Scout Shop gift card 
when they reach $500 in total sales. Scouts receive an entry for each 
$500 increment of total sales (i.e., $1,500 in sales = 3 entries). These 
incentives run through December 31, spsp.

Bring some holiday cheer to your online direct fundraiser. Special 
holiday items are only available until November 16 or while supplies 
last. Items start shipping November 11 and will be delivered in time 
for the holidays.Remember to add some peppermint bark or snowfl ake 
pretzels to your gift giving.

Let’s thank our veteran’s and honor all that serve. We are forever 
grateful for the selfl ess sacrifi ces our veterans have made. According to 
the Trail’s End website, this is their 15th year partnering with Scouting 
to show our love to our American Heroes. In the last 15 years, they have 
delivered over $66.5 million worth of popcorn to U.S. Troops! Celebrate 
eterans Day with fi ve new Online Direct bundles all featuring American 
Heroes Donations. Your customers can enjoy a tasty treat and know that 
our American Heroes will be receiving one too. How much can you raise 
for the troops this year?

Popcorn is popping this November to help our Scouts raise money 
to fund their fun! Please support your Sycamore District Scouts!

If you have any questions regarding popcorn, please contact me: 
cynthiagraf01@gmail.com
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Religious Emblems 

Hello Sycamore District Scouters!
As we head towards the end of 2020, I’m encouraged that there are a 

number of units and churches which have started their religious emblems 
programs. If you would like to begin one but don’t know where to start, 
contact me for information on on how to start the religious emblems 
program in your unit.

Recruit a Unit Religious Emblems Coordinator! It’s not too late to 
start nrvause the religious emblems program runs year-round.

If your unit has started a religious emblems program this year, send 
me an email to let me know what program(s) you’re running so I can 
share this information within our district.

I’m looking for a half dozen volunteers to join me as part of the 
Religious Emblems Team. The goal will be to equip the team to be a 
resource for local area units to tap for promoting their Duty to God 
requirements by engaging in the religious emblems programs. I hope 
you’ll join me for some fun in this faithful project.

Here are some helpful links:
• https://www.praypub.org/bsa 
• https://www.scouting.org/awards/religious-awards/

Sycamore District Membership 

The Sycamore District Membership Committee has been working 
hard to make this Fall a successful recruiting time.Recruiting should 
be an ongoing part of all our units. Any recruiting ideas and successful 
events your unit has done would be nice to see on the Sycamore District 
Facebook page.

Now more than ever, please be sure your beascout.org information 
is up to date and promote the website at any event you have. This is a 
great tool to promote your unit so anyone interested in joining Scouts 
can quickly fi nd an active Scouting group in the area.

At each meeting you have and courts of honor, promote an 
atmosphere of recruiting by encouraging each Scout to “bring a friend” 
to a meeting or outing your having this month.

We had two towns in McHenry County this past month that had 
successful recruiting gatherings where all of the Cub Scout packs got 
together for an afternoon to encourage new boys and girls to join Cub 
Scouts.

Looking ahead, with rechartering in full swing, now is a great time 
to add more youth to your Pack/Troop/Crew/ and Explorer Posts. Help 
keep McHenry County’s Scouting program growing into the next year.

As we return to attending more community events this next year, 
make sure a portion of your display or fundraising advertises “join 
Scouting” in some way.

Don Novak
Sycamore District Membership Committee

Troop 2019 Builds Fires!

Lisa working with fl int
and steel.

Troop #2019 recently practiced building a fi re without matches. After several minutes of due diligence, the ladies were able to 
successfully start a fi re using fl int and steel.

Troop #2019 meets on Sunday evenings and is chartered by the First Congregational Church in Huntley.

Lisa (L) and Mackenzie using fl int and steel to start a fi re.
 Leah taking a break after using a bow drill rill to start a fi re.
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Wanchanagi District
Serving Winnebago & Boone Counties in Illinois

Wanchanagi District Calendar
November 2020

12 Virtual Roundtable
26 Thanksgiving Day
26-27 Council service center closed

December 2020
1 Courier deadline for January 2021 issue
3 District Committee and Commissioners meetings 
10 Virtual Roundtable
12 Scouting for Food (see full page fl yer on page __
25 Chrisstmas Day
31 Diehl Scholarship Applications due at council service center
31 New Year’s Eve, council service center closed

January 2021
1 New Year’s Day, council service center closed
5 Courier deadline for February issue
7 District Committee and Commissioners meetings
14 Virtual Roundtable Troop 2019 Builds Fires!
18 Martin Luther King Jr. Day, council service center closed

Wanchanagi District Directory

District Chair – Ald. Clint Little, aldermanlittle@hotmail.com, 815-540-
0563

Vice Chair – Admin: Lara Skrzypczynski, laraskrz1@msn.com, 815-519-
5724

Vice Chair – Finance: Cliff  Chappell, cliff scubs80@gmail.com, 815-713-
0731

Vice Chair – Membership: Megan Crain, m.crain710@gmail.com, 779-772-
0501

Vice Chair – Program: Rob Bucey, rgrdoc1@hotmail.com, 815-985-3221
District Commissioner: Alice Roby, alice@oextreme.com 
Pcpcorn Kernel -- Open
 Friends of Scouting Coordinator – Open
Training Chair – Alice Roby, alice@oextreme.com, 773-368-5724)
Camp Promotion & Outdoor Chair – Open
Activities & Civic Service Chair – Cleto Trigo, cleto.trigo@gmail.com
Advancement & Recognition Chair – Connie Snyder (wanprojreview@

yahoo.com; 815-262-5223
Religious Emblems Coordinator– MaryAnn Bushaw, bushville181@comcast.

net, 815-904-4287
Scouting For Food Coordinator – Bob Olson, chvlldreams@gmail.com, 815-

222-3204
Day Camp Coordinator – Alice Roby, alice@oextreme.com, 773-368-5724
Klondike Derby Chair –Rick Kuntzelman
Fall Camporee Chair– Open
Flag Retirement Chair – Paul Trent, goofykidjr@hotmail.com, 815-871-3801
Continuous Fire Chair – Aaron Roby, aaron@oextreme.com
Cub Scout Roundtable – Heidi Fawcett, heidifl aw37@gmail.com
Scouts BSA/Venturing Roundtable – Open
 District Executive – Roman J. Salamon
 Roman.Salamon@scouting.org, 815-397-0210

Wanchanagi District 
Virtual Roundtable

Roundtable is open to all leaders and adults of Scouts – (check 
www.blackhawkhub.org/events for details)
December 10, 2020 – 7 p.m.
January 14, 2021 – 7 p.m.

Check Wanchanagi Facebook Page for Zoom details.

District Committee Meeting

(Check www.blackhawkhub.org/events for details)
• December 3, 2020 – 7 p.m.
• January 7, 2021 – 7 p.m.Support Scouting locally by going to BlackhawkScouting.org and 

clicking on the Friends of Scouting logo.
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News From the Units
Your unit could be featured next month!
Send your news to Roman Salamon at

Roman.Salamon@scouting.org

Video Recruiting Series

Video recordings of the National Recruiting Webinar Summer Series 
are now available for viewing. These one-hour videos cover a variety of 
topics important to recruiting in 2020, including geofencing, BeAScout.
org, Zoom 101, online registration, and much more.

The recordings are available in the National Marketing and 
Membership Hub (https://scoutingwire.org/marketing-and-membership-
hub).

Charter Renewal

Online chartering system is now open. Please submit your charter 
renewals by Monday, December 7, so we have enough time to review 
and input your charter to national. Units are renewing for the January 1 
through December 31, 2021, 12-month period.

Contact Alice Roby, Wanchanagi District Commissioner, at alice@
oextreme.com f you need assistance with the charter process.

Troop 601 Recruitment Day

On Saturday, October 24, Troop 601 B and G held a recruitment 
day event for area Webelos and Arrow of Light Scouts. The Scouts 
participated in a round robin of events that included stations for Cast 
Iron Chef, Stronger Faster Higher, First Responder, along with activities 
such as Horse Shoes, Fire Building, Bags Games, Leaf ID Board, Fire 
Station tour and asking questions to a fi rst responder.

Both troops did a fantastic job teaching! The Scouts BSA youth 
even had the opportunity to work on a merit badge when they weren’t 
teaching. Hats off   to the Scouts, leaders and visitors for a safe full day 
of fun for all.

“Mendel’s Minions”
December 12

Explore how genetic information aff ects every day life at the Scouts 
BSA NOVA “Mendel’s Minions” event presented by ThermoFisher 
Scientifi c.

Part of the Science category, Scouts will complete requirement 
#3 of Mendel's Minions, which includes learning the basics of genetic 
inheritance in a group, using gummy bear genetics; extracting DNA 
from strawberries; creating a three-dimensional model of DNA and 
explaining how it leads to the production of proteins.

Three separate sessions are available between 1:00 p.m. and  5:00  
p.m. on Saturday, December 12, at the Blackhawk Area Council Program 
Center (7194 Vandiver Road, Rockford).

Visit www.blackhawkhub.org to register in advance.
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White Eagle District Directory White Eagle District Calendar

White Eagle District
Serving Whiteside, Lee, and Ogle Counties in Illinois

District Chair, Dan Hawkins, hawkins@wmpj.com
District Commissioner, Nancy Johnson, nmj1964@gmail.com
Vice Chair Training, Josh Stone, joshstone1@gmail.com
Vice Chair Membership, Bruce Colmark,
Vice Chair Advancement , Kari Ebens, kebens@byron226.org
Vice Chairs Finance, Christopher Tenggren, christophertenggren@gmail.

com
Scouts BSA Roundtable Commissioners
 Dr. Don Rastede
 Keith Potter, kb9giv@gmail.com
Cub Scout Roundtable Commissioner
 Josh Stone, joshstone1@gmail.com
Vice Chair Public Relations/News, Heather Wiedrich, heatherwiedrich@

comcast.net
Vice Chair Social Media, Gregg Ripley, gwripley61071@yahoo.com
Vice Chair Religious Emblems, Heather Wiedrich, heatherwiedrich@

comcast.net
Vice Chairs Activities, Dr. Don Rastede, dlrastede@att.net
 Keith Potter
Vice Chair Special Activities, Rosemary Matthiessen, rmatthiessen@

yahoo.com
Vice Chair Camping, Tom Halla, thomas.halla@illinois.gov
Order of the Arrow, Scott Diehl, sefd117@gmail.com
 Michelle Diehl, mohs1991@gmail.com
Senior District Executive, Bob Sutton

815-397-0210, Bob.Sutton@scouting.org

New Date for Recognition Dinner
The White Eagle District Recognition Celebration 

will be held on April 10, 2021

November 2020
12 Roundtable
26 Thanksgiving Day
26-27 Council service center closed

December 2020
1 Courier deadline for January 2021 issue
3 District Committee meeting
10 Roundtable
31 Wayne and Ruth Diehl Scholarship application deadline

January 2021
1 New Year’s Day, council service center closed
7 District Committee meeting
5 Courier deadline for February issue
14 Roundtable
16 Order of the Arrow Winter Banquet
18 Martin Luther King Sr. Day, council service center closed

From the Desk of
 Bob Sutton

Senior District Executive

Fall is here here. This means units are 
are busy preparing for outdoor programs. 
Please take time review the The Guide to 
Safe Scouting to ensure compliance. Also, 
to make sure that we are using good safety 
practices to ensure the safety and well being 
of our youth.

Court of Honor or Blue and Gold
All unit leaders if you were not able to schedule your Court of Honor 

or Blue and Gold in the Spring, please send me your dates for your 
rescheduled events. The District Key 3 would like to come out and join 
you in celebration. So please let us know when your event is scheduled. 
Please and thank you! Text: (563) 607-4640 or Email: Robert.Sutton@
scouting.org

Popcorn
Popcorn sales are still going on. If your unit is not signed up to sell, 

please please do so. Popcorn can help to support your unit fi nancially and 
make it possible for your youth to enjoy more and better programs

Popcorn sales can also be done online We also have door hangers to 
assist in product sales. The door hangers have some of the best selling 
products listed and also a spot for contact information. This means less 
need for direct contact and still provides a great service to your customer.

Units can also use Square readers provided by Trails-End to take 
credit card payments for faster service.

Popcorn makes a great gift for friends and loved ones, Please take a 
look at Trails End website for great holiday products that you are used to.

Friends of Scouting
Friends of Scouting is a way for you to help support the Council and 

District programs. Without your support we cannot provide the quality 
programs for your youth that we all want, so I am asking you to give if 
you can.

If you missed your Blue and Gold or Court of Honor, please consider 
a gift to Friends of Scouting. If you have questions or need help, please 
contact me at (563) 607-4640. Thank you very much!

Fall Recruiting
 Unit leaders, please contact me with your Fall recruitment plans. We 

have fl yers and e-fl yers available. We also have other materials available 
for recruitment, including peer-to-peer cards so that your youth can invite 
their friends. We need to invite new youth into our programs so that we 
can share the positive message of Scouting with more families.

Rechartering
Recharter packets for 2021 are out to all units and should turned in 

by December 1, 2020. If you have questions please contact any of your 
District Key 3, unit commissioner, or Blackhawk Area Council.

Thank you ,
Bob Sutton

aka “Bob Scout Bob”
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Wetassa District Directory Wetassa District Calendar

Wetassa District
Serving Stephenson, Jo Daviess and  Carroll in Illinois 

November 2020
26 Thanksgiving Day
26-27 Council service center closed

December 2020
1 Courier deadline for January 2021 issue
2 District Committee meeting
9 Roundtable
31 Wayne and Ruth Diehl Scholarship application 

deadline

January 2021
1 New Year’s Day, council service center closed
5 Courier deadline for February issue
6 District Committee meeting
13 Roundtable
16 Order of the Arrow Winteer Banquet
18 Martin Luther King Sr. Day, council service center 

closed

District Chair – Joshua Ehlers, jtehlers2009@icloud.com
 815-291-6748
District Commissioner – Jim Clay, Jclayjr.@att.net, 970-443-2997
District Vice-Chair – Lee Kraut, leekraut@gmail.com,
  815-297-8247
Roundtable Commissioner – Barry Sanders, adtc3bs@yahoo.com 815-654-8349
Asst District Commissioner – Alex Valencic, alex.t.valencic@gmail.com 217-714-

1291
Fundraising – Gene Knott, gnott@helmgroup.com, 815-238-3724
Membership – Vicki Kested, vickikested@gmail.com,
  815-291-5855
Activities – John Scott, bluucode@gmail.com
Camping – Bob Boyer, bob.boyer@mchsi.com, 815-369-2834
Popcorn Chair – Christine Gable, fcpgable@gmail.com
  815-275-3280
Advancement and Recognition – Jeanie Santa Cruz , 
 jeaniesantacruz88@gmail.com, 815-238-4384
Eagle Review – Liz Hollis, bigmamaholliz@yahoo.com, 
  815-233-4870
Field Director – Matt Ohms, Matt.Ohms@scouting.org,
  815-397-0210

Wetasssa District Roundtables
 Roundtables are held at 7:00 p.m. at Bethany United Church of Christ, 2341 W 

Stephenson St, Freeport.
Roundtables presently are planned for the sseond Wednesday of each month starting at 

7:00 p.m. at Bethany United Church of Christ, 2341 W Stephenson St, Freeport+. The dates 
and programs are as follows:

December
Planning for next year as a unit

January 
Scouting for Food Promo (Bring in 

community food pantry leaders?)
Hand Out Adult Award Nomination Forms 
 (Due in March)

February 
Cub Scout: Cub Scout Advancement and 

Awards
Scouts: Eagle Presentation

March
Youth Protection Training for all

April
Cub Scout: Cross Over Planning
Scouts: Equipment Demo / minimalist 

camping

May - End of Year Dinner and Adult 
Recognition

Making a Diff erence
Kids today have too few, real-life, up-close 

champions. TV fi gures and sports stars aren’t 
real. Teachers, ministers, unfortunately, are too 
often cast in a diff erent light. Parents—well, this 
is the stage in life when kids start to look outside 
the homes. Coaches and Scout leaders ...

You have a real chance to change a kid’s 
life. Scouters often say their Scouts could easily 
be in the criminal system because of whom they 
associate with at a wrong moment.

You set a powerful example in how you treat 
kids. You help assure they make right choices. 
You provide a safe haven where they aren’t put 
down but are built up. You are a champion for 
kids. This is your chance to make a diff erence.

If a Boy Scout attends his weekly patrol and 
troop meeting, participates in a monthly weekend 
troop outing and attends long-term summer camp 
with his troop, he will have spent about as much 
time with Scouting in a year as he spends in a 
classroom.
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Arrowhead District
Serving Grant, Lafayette, and Green Counties in Wisconsin

Arrowhead District Committee Arrowhead District Calendar

November 2020
 16 Thanksgiving Day – Council service center closed
26-27 Council service center closed

December 2020
1 Courier deadline for January 2021 issue
2 District Committee meeting
9 Roundtable
31 Wayne and Ruth Diehl Scholarship application deadline

January 2021
1 New Year’s Day, council service center closed
5 Courier deadline for February issue
6 District Committee meeting
13 Roundtable
16 Order of the Arrow Winter Banquet
18 Martin Luther King Sr. Day, council service center closed

District Chair – Open
District Commissioner – Dan Frommelt, danielfrommelt@gmail.com,

608-732-8536, 
District Activities – Kevin Olson, kevinolson102@gmail.com,
  608-778-1950
District Advancement – Jim Bussan, 608-568-3177
   Cub Scout Advancement – Ame Ellis, auntmame82@gmail.com,
  815-541-7597
District Finance – Open
    FOS – Dee Woolf, 608-348-7403
    Popcorn – Bruce Small, bsmall@mchsi.com, 815-266-1980
District Committee member – Dan Bestul, Bestul bestul@duxstadlaw.

com, ,608-214-4926
Camping Chair – Molley Jerret, Jerret mollyjerrett@gmail.com,
  608-330-1875
Cub Scout Roundtable – Dick Davies, dickdavies@hotmail.com,
  608-778-4029 Cub Roundtable – Dick Davies
Scouts BSA Roundtable – Pam Conley, conleyp@tds.net, 608-822-3633
District Committee – Tamara Richardson, ganzgut@live.com, 
 608-426-1221
Field Director – Matt Ohms, Matt.Ohms

Matt.Ohms@scouting.org, 815-397-0210

District Committee

Meetings will be held via Zoom the fi rst Wednesday of every month.
An email/meeting invite will be sent fromv matt.ohms@scouting.

org before the meeting. Accept the invitation and the meeting will be 
in your calendar. Meetings will be held on December 2, January 6, 
February 3, March 3, April 7, May 5, and June 2.

When in-person roundtables will resume is undecided at this point.
Roundtables will be held on December 9, January 13, February 10, 

March 10, April 14, May 12, and June 9.

Roundtables 
Roundtables will be held the second Wednesday of every month 

through an online portal. An email will be sent to all registered leaders a 
week ahead of time from matt.ohms@scouting.org with a link/calendar 
invite to round table that month.

Klondike Derby

There is an eff ort to put together a Klondike Derby at Canyon 
Camp. We are looking for volunteers to staff  the event. If you might be 
interested, please contact Matt Ohms at matt.ohms@scouting.org

From the Desk of
Matt Ohms

Field Director 

School has been in session in various forms for several months 
now.  It is important to remember a family can join Scouting at any time. 
Continue to remind Scouts to bring a friend to unit meetings.

Also in important reminder our online popcorn sale is year round 
now, so continue to encourage Scouts to sell online and families to post 
on social media that popcorn is still available and supporting Scouting 
by purchasing popcorn is still a possibility.

Many units have found a way to make Scouting happen even with 
current safety guidelines. Where there is a will there is a way. Showing 
the resilience, we teach in Scouting, living by example again. Whatever 
the status of units that you are associated with, now is a great time to 
volunteer for the fi rst time or continue the service you have for years. 
Youth need Scouting, our communities need Scouting.+

Thank you all for all that you do for scouting to positively impact 
the youth in our communities.  Now is a great time put Scouting back on 
family calendars and be relevant in our community.


