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Why Being a Scout
Is Important to Me

By Matrix, Wolf Scout

I am working on a special project to earn my Scout News Reporter 
Patch from the Blackhawk Area Council. I’m going to tell you why 
being a Scout is important to me.

My name is Matrix. I am a Wolf Scout in Cub Scout Pack 553 in 
Rochelle, Illinois. My Dad and Mom are my Den Leaders. We have 
three boys in our den. We learn a lot about life skills and safety in the 
outdoors. Some of my favorite adventures have been learning about 
germs, fishing, first responders, shooting and archery at day camp, how 
air works, duty to God, and finding fossils was fun too!

We went on a hike and took our six essentials: a first aid kit, whistle, 
compass, trail food, water, sunblock, our hats, and a flashlight. It is 
important to be safe! We have den and pack meetings. We learn and 
study to earn our belt badges by doing adventures. We also get to go to 
day camp at Camp Lowden. It is a lot of fun!

We sell popcorn too! It is really good! You can learn a lot of life skills 
too! Boys and girls can join Scouting and have fun learning! I wish more 
of my friends would join Scouting! Being a Scout is important to me!

COURIER
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Advancement During COVID-19:

Official Details About Eagle Extensions and More
The BSA has a message to young people concerned that the 

coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak will prevent them from completing 
Eagle Scout rank requirements before their 18th birthday: Don’t worry; 
we’ve got your back.

During this unprecedented interruption to Scouting nationwide, the 
BSA has released new guidance on advancement during COVID-19. 
This includes:
• Time extensions for qualifying Scouts and Venturers working 

on the Eagle Scout, Summit, and Quartermaster awards. Local 
councils will have the authority to grant this extension through the 
end of September 2020.

• The ability to accept electronic signatures for rank advancement 
and award applications — effective now through the end of 
September 2020.

• An option to complete Scoutmaster conferences via 
videoconferencing. (Section 4.2.3.5 of the Guide to Advancement 
says Scoutmasters “should not” conduct Scoutmaster conferences 
online; it doesn’t say “must not.” The new COVID-19 guidance 
clarifies that this practice is OK, as long as Youth Protection rules 
are followed.)

• An option for parents or other adults in a Cub Scout’s family to 
sign off on Webelos and Arrow of Light requirements — effective 
now through the end of July 2020.

• An option for Scoutmasters to allow time missed during the 
COVID-19 outbreak to count toward requirements for participation 
and positions of responsibility.

Time Extensions for Eagle Scout, Summit, 
and Quartermaster Awards

Normally granted only in rare circumstances, the BSA and its local 
councils will allow extensions for Life Scouts needing more time to 
finish their Eagle Scout requirements. The authority for councils to 
grant this extension is effective immediately and continues through 
September 30, 2020.

Extensions also are available for Venturers needing to finish Summit 
Award requirements and Sea Scouts needing to finish Quartermaster 
Award requirements beyond their 21st birthday.

These extensions are reviewed case by case, and not all Scouts will 
qualify. To get an extension through a local council, Scouts must meet 
the following requirements:

1. It can be established that COVID-19 disruptions were the only 
circumstances that delayed work on Eagle Scout/Summit/
Quartermaster advancement requirements, such as the service 
project or merit badges. If any other causes were involved, the 
extension request must go to the National Council following the 
process outlined in the Guide to Advancement.

2. Extensions shall only be granted to youth in Scouts BSA who have 
already achieved Life rank.

3. When the council receives a COVID-19-related request for a 
time extension, the council reviews the request and approves it if 
appropriate. A written response stating the outcome of the extension 
request must go to the youth. If approved, the notification must 
be attached to the youth’s Eagle/Summit/Quartermaster rank 
application.

4. For Eagle, the extension must not exceed 3 months from the 
youth’s 18th birthday; for Summit/Quartermaster, the extension 
must not exceed 3 months from the youth’s 21st.. birthday.

5.     Upon turning 18, the Scout must submit a completed adult 
application and successfully complete Youth Protection training. 
Their participant code will now be UP for SBSA or VP for Venturing 
and Sea Scouting.

6.     Extension requests for more than 3 months beyond the youth’s 
18th/21st birthday must be sent to the National Service Center 
following the process outlined in the Guide to Advancement.

There is a form and ccuncil guidelines for requesting the extension 
available at

 https://blackhawkhub.org/posts/35088/advancement-awards

A note for council administrators: Once the council approves an 
extension, the council’s administrator will need to go into Member 
Manager to activate the COVID-19 extension. This will automatically 
add the three-month extension and allow the youth to continue working 
past their 18th/21st birthdays. (They’ll still need to be registered as UP/
VP after “aging out.”) This flag will then show on the member’s profile.

For more guidance for Scouts BSA, Venturing, 
and Sea Scout advancement, read the complete 
FAQs found at scouting,org/COVID-19 FAQ.

Guidelines for Cub Scouts
For Cub Scouts, the BSA will allow parents and other adults in 

the Cub Scout’s family to sign off on Webelos and Arrow of Light 
requirements through July 31, 2020. Normally, only a den leader may 
sign off on these requirements.

Also, Cub Scouts can continue to work on their current den’s 
advancement through July 31, 2020. This gives extra time for Cub 
Scouts to complete their badge of rank; if they earn their badge of rank 
prior to July 31, 2020, they may advance to the next rank.

More Guidance
The BSA’s official guidelines about extensions — and a whole lot 

Scouts BSA Handbook for Boys,
 Scouts BSA Handbook for Girls

Now Available on Kindle
Carry hundreds of pages of Scouting knowledge right in your pocket.
The Scouts BSA Handbook for Boys and Scouts BSA Handbook for 

Girls are now available on Kindle, making it easier than ever for you or 
your Scouts to find essential information in a few simple taps.

The Kindle versions for boys and for girls are available for $17.99 
apiece. These digital books contain the same great information found 
in the spiral-bound print counterparts. (The print versions for boys and 
girls remain on sale for $17.99 at ScoutShop.org, which is still open for 
business and processing orders even during the coronavirus.)

Though you purchase the Kindle versions through Amazon.com, you 
don’t need an actual Kindle device to read them. You can access your 
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Camping Requirement  Adjustments
https://www.scouting.org/coronavirus/covid-19-faq/

What changes have been made to rank advancement/camping 
requirements given the need to maintain social distancing during 
this time?

We have implemented temporary changes  to allow Scouts to 
complete rank requirements, detailed below, by video conferencing 
through September 1, 2020. This deadline will be re-evaluated as needed.

The goal when using video conferencing must be to preserve the 
ideals and intent of each requirement as best as possible. Scoutmasters or 
their designee(s) should remain mindful of the Methods of Scouting, such 
as the Patrol Method, before implementing the modified requirements 
listed below. Some advancement activities can be completed by video 
conferencing but not all. For example, virtual visits to a city council 
meeting, national historic landmarks, museums, and art galleries may 
be acceptable, but swimming, rifle shooting, and motorboating merit 
badges cannot be completed virtually.

Even when using video conferencing, all virtual campouts and 
activities should consist of as many elements found on a normal outdoor 
campout or activity as possible. The most significant difference is that 
patrol or troop members are not all in the same location. All existing 
youth protection policies and digital safety guidelines must be followed.

Tenderfoot rank requirements
• 1b. Virtual patrol or troop campouts via video conferencing will be 

permitted.
• 2a.  During the same day as your virtual patrol or troop campout, 

assist in preparing one meal with the help of those with whom 
you live. Tell your patrol or troop why it was important for 
each person to share in meal preparation and cleanup.

• 2b.  During the same day as your virtual campout, demonstrate the 
appropriate method of safely cleaning items used to prepare, 
serve and eat a meal.

• 5a.  Explain the importance of the buddy system as it relates to 
your personal safety on outings and in your neighborhood. 
Verbally commit to following the buddy system on your next 
troop or patrol outing.

• 7a. Tell how to display, raise, lower, and fold the U.S. flag.

Second Class rank requirements:
• 1a & 1c. Virtual patrol or troop activities via video conferencing 

will be permitted. 
• 3b.  Using a compass and map together, plan a 5-mile hike 

approved by your adult leader.
• 4.  Evidence of wild animals can be demonstrated with information 

or photos of your local area found online.
• 5c.  May be completed virtually via video conferencing on dry 

land.
• 7c.  Learn about the dangers of using drugs, alcohol and tobacco 

and other practices that could be harmful to your health. 
Discuss what you learned with your family and explain the 
dangers of substance addictions. Report to your Scoutmaster 
or other adult leader in your troop about which parts of the 
Scout Oath and Scout Law relate to what you learned.

• 8a.  May be completed virtually using video conferencing.
• 8d.  May be completed by comparing costs at three (3) online sites 

or locations.

First Class rank requirements:
1a.  Virtual patrol or troop activities via video conferencing will be 

permitted.
2e.  On the same day as your virtual campout, serve as the cook. 

Supervise your assistant(s) in using a stove or building a cooking 
fire. Prepare the breakfast, lunch, and dinner planned in First Class 
requirement 2a. Supervise the cleanup.

4a.  By drawing, computer software, or other virtual methods, plan an 
orienteering course that would cover at least one mile. Explain why 
measuring the height and/or width of designated items (tree, tower, 
canyon, ditch, etc.) is helpful. Explain how you would complete your 
course using a real map and compass.

4b.  Scouts do not need to follow their route.
5a.  Evidence of native plants can be demonstrated with information or 

photos of your local area found online.
6e.  May be completed on dry land.
9a.  Visit may take place virtually or by phone.
9c. Outings can include past or future plans.
10.  Invite the potential new member to a virtual meeting or future 

activity using video conferencing.

Temporary Change - Camping 
Requirement - OA Eligibility

In light of the extended period of camping restrictions attributable 
to COVID-19, the following temporary modification is being made to 
the camping requirements for OA eligibility:

Virtual camping (i.e., backyard or solo camping) may be counted 
toward the required nights of camping for OA election eligibility if all 
the following stipulations are met:

To be counted, all virtual camping nights should be a direct result of 
COVID-19 pandemic restrictions and be part of a BSA unit-organized 
unit camping event (i.e., multiple members of the unit are involved and 
camping simultaneously at remote locations).   

Some form of unit-organized communications should occur either 
during or immediately following the event.   

All existing youth protection policies and digital safety guidelines 
should be followed.   

No more than 3 nights of virtual camping are to be credited in any 

   Units which have already held an election between March 1, 2020, 
and April 30, 2020 are authorized to hold one additional election for 
any individuals who were ineligible at the time of the election due to 
the camping requirement, but would have been considered eligible at 
the time if this temporary policy had then been in effect. This second 
election must be completed no later than July 1, 2020. Those who 
were previously considered for election in the first election may not be 
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Some key things to remember!
1. All badges of rank, merit badges, 

Eagle Palms, and Venturing awards are 
restricted items. Unit leadership may not 
purchase these insignia for presentation 
without having filed an advancement 
report with the local council. 

2. Units should report advancement 
monthly. This assures member records 
are complete. Missing reports are a 
serious issue. For example, accurate 
documentation is critical for boards of 
review, the Eagle Scout rank, the Summit 
Award, the Quartermaster rank, and 
membership transfers or reinstatements. 

3. To reflect an accurate count in the 
Journey to Excellence performance 
recognition program, it is also important 
that all advancement for a calendar year 
be recorded during that year.

Benefits of Electronic 
Advancement Reporting 

• Provides straightforward and direct 
method of reporting

• Eliminates issues with deciphering 
handwriting

• Helps in local council verification of 
Eagle Scout Rank Applications

• Records ranks, badges, and awards in 
accordance with BSA advancement rules

• Consolidates data files to reduce or 
eliminate record gaps when Scouts 
transfer units 

• Supports national data analysis for 
advancement statistics o Assures 
advancement is counted in the Journey to 
Excellence

Revised and Updated
Advancement Documents

Multiple revised and updated documents 
now available at scouting.org/advancement:
• Request for Registration Beyond the Age 

of Eligibility
• Individual Scout Advancement Plan
• Belated Eagle Scout Rank Application
• Request for Extension of Time to Earn 

Eagle Scout Rank
• Reporting Merit Badge Counseling 

Concerns
• Revised Eagle Scout Service Project 

Workbook for 2019 has been posted and is 
available from scouting.org/advancement 
under the Rank Advancement category. 
The content is basically unchanged and 
revised to reflect gender-neutrality. 

Straight From the BSA Guide to Advancement
- More News for You to Use!

Guidelines on Reporting Advancements!
All Cub Scout, Scouts BSA, and Sea Scout ranks, and all Venturing advancement awards must be reported to local councils. The best and most 

accurate method is through the BSA’s internet portal for reporting advancement).  An advancement report is not required to purchase adventure loops 
or pins. However, to ensure that each Cub Scout’s record is complete and accurate, all adventures – required and elective – should be posted in the BSA 
system using the internet portal for reporting advancement. 

Merit Badge Requirement Changes for 2020
Merit Badge Updates for 2020

It's time to review your troop library of merit badge pamphlets!  The 
following is a list of merit madges that have had some modifications for 
2020. Some changes may be minor, like Crime Prevention while others 
like American Business and Reading have been completely revised. 

AS A REMINDER: If a Scout has already started a merit badge 
prior to this revision, they are allowed to finish the version that they 
started, meaning don't throw away those pamphlets just yet! Any Scout 
starting one of these merit badges in 2020 will be required to follow 
the NEW  requirements. Previous versions AND current versions of all 
merit badges are available at the Scouting.org website.

Requirements Updated 2020
Merit badge requirement updates from 2020 Scouts BSA Requirements (33216):

American Business PDF  (Completely revised)
American Heritage PDF  (3a, 3b, 4a)
Animal Science PDF  (3; for 6, Avian option: d2, e)
Bugling PDF  (3, 4)
Chemistry PDF  (2b, 6, 7a, 7c)
Crime Prevention PDF (8a)
Environmental Science PDF  (3, 4a, 4b; added 3h)
Geology PDF  (for 5d, Earth History option: added new 2 and renumbered existing 5d[2–5])
Kayaking PDF  (3b, 4c, 5a, 5b, 7b, 8a, 8b, 8e; added 5c, 8f, 8g; deleted 4d)
Model Design and Building PDF i (3, 4a, 4b, 4c, 4e, 5a, 5d)
Painting PDF  (3, 6, 8; deleted 2b; existing 2c and 2d now 2b and 2c)
Personal Fitness PDF  (4a, 4b, 4c, 4e, 5d, 8; revised and reordered 2 and 3; added 6b)
Reading PDF (Completely revised)
Safety PDF icon (1, 2b, 5)
Space Exploration PDF icon (5c)
Sustainability PDF icon (for 2, Energy: b; 4f)
Traffic Safety PDF icon (5b, 5d)
Whitewater PDF icon (1a, 1c, 2a, 2b, 4a[1–3], 4b[1], 4c[1], 9, 10, 11, 12; added 2c, 2d)
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Updated Merit Badge Pamphlets Now Available Through Amazon 
Kindle

Scouts are resourceful. So, while your troop may not be able to go on a weekend campout together during the COVID-19 pandemic, this time could 
be ideal to learn how to play a new game or work on the car or prepare a first aid kit for the family.

We’ve previously shared a Scouter’s suggestion of merit badges that can be worked on from home and Scout Shop resources for some of those 
badges. Another resource you and your Scouts now have are digital merit badge pamphlets, available through Amazon Kindle.

You can download the electronic reader application on your phone or tablet. Each digital pamphlet costs $4.99, the same price as hard-copy 
pamphlets. They’re compatible with any electronic device; they do not include interactive or enhanced content. You can also find digital handbooks and 
other leader resources in the BSA’s Amazon Kindle library. 

Archery  Astronomy Automotive Maintenance  Camping  Canoeing  Chess
Citizenship in the Nation  Citizenship in the World  Communication Disabilities Awareness
Environmental Science  Family Life   First Aid  Game Design Hiking
Orienteering Personal Fitness Personal Management  Pioneering Robotics  Swimming
Wilderness Survival

Bookmark the BSA’s Kindle library and keep checking back as more pamphlets will be uploaded in the coming weeks. Here’s what’s available as 
of April 28.

Summary
As Scouting moves to virtual and online platforms, we offer the 

following reminders to help keep kids safe. The below guidance applies 
to all online Scouting activities and meetings.

Note: Some states may have legal requirements that differ from, 
and even go beyond, what is provided here. It is your responsibility 
to check and abide by your state laws and consult your local council 
when reviewing and applying the following guidance, which is not 
comprehensive.

General Information
Follow all youth protection policies.
• All youth protection policies still apply in an online environment. 

Ensure you always have two-deep leadership for online activities 
and meetings. Our ban on one-on-one contact between an adult 
leader and youth applies to all interactions -– whether in person, 
online, through a web conference, over the phone, via text, or in 
any other form.

• All aspects of the Scouting program are open to observation by 
parents, and the BSA suggests parents take part in online activities 
and meetings.

Use business-oriented conference platforms that include good 
safety and privacy features instead of platforms with other primary 
purposes (such as gaming).
• Review the terms of service, safety and privacy features, and data 

collection policies of any platform you use, and review the BSA 
Digital Privacy and Social Media Guidelines linked below.

Regularly review and implement the latest security features of your 
chosen platform to avoid unauthorized visitors or other security 
issues in your meetings.

Just as you put in place plans for the physical security of your meeting 
place, here are some tips to consider as you get started developing your 
own strategy to manage online security:

• Use unique meeting identification numbers for each session.
• Utilize password features for all meetings.
• Do not publish meeting invitations via public forums and 

remind attendees not to pass along invitations.
• Use “waiting room” features to manage letting individuals into 

your meetings.
• Disable features that you will not need, such as screen-sharing 

by non-hosts, private chats, and whiteboards.
• 

Digital Safety and Online Scouting Activities

Do not record online activities/meetings that include youth 
participants.
Recording of online activities that only involve adults is subject 
to local council legal review and approval. Check with your local 
council for guidance.
• Call recording is subject to various legal requirements under U.S. 

law and the laws of individual states, some of which require all 
parties to a call consent to recording.

Safeguard personal information.
• If you collect a person’s personal information online—for 

example, through web forms used to register people for online 
meetings—then you should post a notice or disclosure at the point 
of collection describing how you will use the information. The 
notice should be conspicuous and written in plain English.

• Meeting organizers must keep such information private and not 
share a youth’s personal information with anyone except that 
youth’s parent or guardian or the unit leader responsible for 
tracking advancements. For example, a merit badge counselor 
should not publicly post or otherwise show a roster with personal 
information of Scouts the counselor has worked with.

Collecting personal information from youth under 13 is not 
recommended.
• Do not collect personal information directly from youth under 13 

years of age due to the parental notice and consent requirements 
under the Children’s Online Privacy Protection Act (“COPPA”).  
You should collect any data needed from the parent or legal 
guardian only.



Page  7                                                                                                                                                                                                     May 2020Program Ideas

Scouting at Home
At-home fun and learning for Scouting Families and non-Scouting 

families alike.
“SCOUTING AT HOME”

Show & Tell: Scouting at Home
Cub Scout Activities, Cub Scouts, Indoor activities, 

Scouts BSA activities,  Show & Tell

Americans are staying home to help prevent the spread of COVID-19. 
We asked Scouts and Scouters to share how they’re continuing Scouting 
at home and making a difference in their communities. There are shsosrt 
videos of Scout having fun.Hopefully, those featured here can inspire 
you and your unit. 

Visit go.scoutingmagazine.org/showandtell to show us ways you 
make Scouting shine. You can also email us at scoutingmag@gmail.
com or post on social media using #ScoutingShowandTell

Go to “Scouting at Home, Boy Scouts of America” to find “30 day 
challenges for each grade level.

Scouts BSA  31-day Challenge
K-2nd grade 30-day Challenge

Take Your Kids on a #Trekat2 
Without Leaving Your House
Social distancing may keep you from physically canyoneering at 

Zion National Park or traversing unseasonably cold streams at Yosemite. 
But you and your kids can still take on rugged explorations you never 
imagined!

Every weekday at 2 p.m. Central Time Zone, Boys’ Life editors are 
jumping on Facebook Live to share treks, jokes and mind-bending facts 
that will take your kids on a journey all over the world – and even to 
space!

How to Tune Into #Trekat2
1. Set a reminder on your phone. Every weekday a few minutes 

before 2 p.m. Central (that’s 3 p.m. Eastern, 12 p.m. Pacific), 
gather your kids or family unit around your phone, tablet or 
computer.

2. Head to go.boyslife.org/fblive 
3. Get ready for the Boys’ Life Facebook page to go live so you and 

the fam can enjoy an adventure from inside your home.
4. Comment along and share family-friendly jokes. Our hosts are 

reading your comments in real-time and would love to give you a 
shout out!

Share This Chance to Keep Kids’ Minds Active
Families, educators and kids are in need of mental stimulation and 

fulfillment now more than ever. As always, we’re committed to making 
sure children live active, exciting lives.

Please consider sharing this post with your friends, neighbors, 
teachers, youth volunteers and the youth you serve.

And let us know how we can continue to keep these digital treks 
engaging. We’d love to implement your feedback. Post your thoughts 

2020 Virtual Pinewood 
Derby

Look for upcoming dates and details about a  
council-wide virtual pinewood derby. 

 All Cub Scouts will be able to participate.

Scouting Wire
and Scouting Newsroom

Do you want to learn about the latest Scouting news stories as 
well as interesting stories about Scouts and Scouting.

Subscribe to either or both of these two sites for a weekly 
email.

Go to Scoutingwire.org and/or
 Scoutingnewsroom.org to sign up.
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P.R.A.Y. Extends Eligibility in 

Response to COVID -19
Extension Deadline: December 31, 2020

Recognizing that church and Scout meetings have been suspended, 
P.R.A.Y. has adopted the following policy to ensure that young people do 
not miss the opportunity to earn their P.R.A.Y. emblem while maintaining 
eligibility for the Four-Star Award:

At the request of clergy and counselors, a special eligibility extension 
is in effect until December 31, 2020. This means that students who are 
eligible for a program based on their current grade level in March 2020, 
will still be eligible to earn that award until the end of this calendar year, 
December 31, 2020. Instead of aging out of a program in the fall when 
starting a new grade at school, the P.R.A.Y. extension will allow young 
people to complete their requirements until December 31, 2020.

We also know that with time at home for spring breaks and self-
quarantines, trying to maintain health, there is a good chance you will be 
battling cabin fever. Below you will find information and resources from 
P.R.A.Y. to engage Scouts and their families in faith formation. I hope 
you will find them useful in your own ministry.

P.R.A.Y. is grateful for the many churches and volunteers who help 
young people grow in faith and earn their religious emblems. You are 
needed for such a time as this! We pray God’s presence be a source of 
comfort and strength both to you and to the young people with whom 
you work.

Jason Noland, P.R.A.Y. CEO

Use P.R.A.Y. Awards to Build 
Connections at Home

As families have lengthened time at home, keep in mind that the 
P.R.A.Y. awards are perfect opportunities to study together and make 
faith formation a priority, especially during this season of Lent.

While we may like the convenience of a church or Scouting class 
that provides a set schedule and instruction, the P.R.A.Y. awards are 
perfect to be done at home with the family. During this unsettling time, 
it may be an unexpected opportunity for parents to share their faith 
with their children and grow in faith together. Reading and discussing 
Scripture to complete requirements will create natural space for 
spontaneous dialogue and ways to connect with your children. Make 
your family’s faith journey a priority!

P.R.A.Y. Announces New RP3 
Patch:

“Making Room”
Story #1: No Room in the Inn
 Make room in your heart for Jesus.
 
Story #2: Mary and Martha
 Make room in your day to listen and spend time with God.
 
Story #3: A Room for Elisha
 Make room in your life for missionaries and pastors.

Bible Basics RP3 is a free curriculum available upon request. This 
patch series is for all ages and intended for individual and family use. To 
request your free lessons go to  https://www.praypub.org/rp3

30-Day Challenges
In an addition to the video series on YouTube, we are pleased to 

introduce 30-Day Challenges for every P.R.A.Y. Program level. When 
completed according to the prescribed schedule, with the help from a 
parent or counselor at home, youth can complete the requirements and 
share with their family the work toward achievement of their religious 
emblem. Visit each program's challenge below.

Jesus and Me 30 Day Challenge
God and Me 30 Day Challenge

God and Family 30 Day Challenge
God and Church 30 Day Challenge Save the Date

2020 Religious Retreat
Camp Lowden

September 18-20, 2020
To all who attended the 2019 Religious Retreat at Camp Lowden,  

thank you for coming! I think everyone can say that we had a great 
time! We had a wonderful speaker and learned a lot about looking inside 
someone for who they are, not judging by appearance! We were blessed 
to have our largest turnout yet!

Please plan on joining us at our next Religious Retreat on September 
18-20, 2020, weekend for Scouts BSA and Saturday daytime for the Cub 
Scout Family Program. Let  me know if you have questions or would 
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Council Calendar
May

25 Memorial Day, council service center closed

June
2 Courier deadline for internet edition with dates through September

July
6 Courier deadline for internet edition with dates through October

Schedule for Printed
and Internet Couriers

There are four printed editions each year. The deadline for Internet 
and printed editions will be the first Tuesday of each month. The 
latest schedule is shown below. The printed editions will continue to be 
available at www. BlackhawkScouting.org/courier. Note that recipients 
of the Eagle Scout Award and religious emblems will only be carried in 
printed editions -- and will not show up on the Internet versions of the 
printed edition.

Clip and Save
Deadline + Type Months Covered Mail Date or

Web Target Date
June 2  – Internet July through September June 10

July 6 – Internet August through October Jul 14

August 4 – Printed September through 
November

August 18

Sept. 8 – Internet October through December September 17

Oct. 6 – Printed November through January October 20

Blackhawk Area Council
Hours, Phone, Address

NOTE: Thr council office and Scout Shop are closed until 
 June 1. Decisions will be made as more information 

becomes available from the Governor.
Staff can be reached via email.

Phone numbers:
Council office 815-397-0210
Web Sites: www. BlackhawkHub.org
  
National Scout Shop -- Rockford: 815-637-6180
Address:  2820 McFarland Road, Rockford IL 61107
Scout Shop hours:
9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m., Monday through Friday
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday

National Scout Shop -- Crystal Lake: 815-479-0615
Address: 600 N. Rt. 31, Crystal Lake IL 60012
Scout Shop Hours:
9 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday through Friday
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday

Journey to Excellence Scoring 
Will Be Adjusted in Light of 

COVID-19
When you planned a big spring event for your pack, troop, crew or 

ship last year, you weren’t counting on a global pandemic disrupting 
everything.

The same can be said about the volunteers who created the 2020 
Journey to Excellence scorecards.

Journey to Excellence, often shortened to JTE, is a self-evaluation 
tool that lets unit leaders see, quantitatively, how well their unit is 
meeting the goals of Scouting. JTE scorecards are updated each year to 
reflect feedback from unit leaders like you. (Want an overview of JTE? 
Read our explainer here.)

“We made certain assumptions in creating the JTE standards,” says 
Neil Lupton, chairman of the BSA’s National Assessment and Evaluation 
Committee. “Those assumptions fail in the face of the coronavirus.”

That’s why the committee has announced that it will re-evaluate and 
revise JTE requirements once the coronavirus threat is diminished and 
the country’s path forward becomes more clear.

“As always, JTE should be helpful and encouraging to all in 
Scouting,” says Jeff Rand, Lupton’s professional counterpart on the 
committee and leader of the BSA’s performance management team.

Scouting Isn’t on Pause
While JTE requirements will need to change for 2020, it’s worth 

noting that Scouting itself hasn’t been paused during the lockdown.
It’s been truly inspiring to see Scouts continue meeting, serving 

others and having fun while everyone is at home. And the BSA’s brilliant 
Scouting at Home initiative, developed in a matter of days, gives families 
exciting, meaningful activities they can safely enjoy at home.

But some JTE standards cannot realistically be met during stay-
at-home orders — at least not as written on the scorecard. That’s why 
Lupton and his fellow volunteers are planning to revise the standards 
once it’s reasonable to do so. The Scouting at Home activities you’re 
doing now will meet many of those new requirements.

“In the interim, units, districts, and councils should use the Journey 
to Excellence standards in addition to other planning tools, but all 
should be tempered with realism and with the need for safety for all,” 
Lupton says. “As far as revisions to the Journey to Excellence standards 
or changes in the requirements for gold, silver and bronze, it’s premature 
to make any such decisions.”
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Camp Lowden Looking for
Properties Chair

Thank you, Bob Gingras

After many years of significant contributions to Camp Lowden Bob 
Gingras is retiring from his position of Camp Lowden Properties Chair.  
Please join us in wishing him well.  As a result we are looking to fill the 
position of Camp Lowden Properties Chair.

Position Concept

 The Camp Lowden Properties Chair is responsible for overseeing 
the following – all of Camp Lowden except for the Boeger Leadership 
Lodge.  This is a volunteer position.

Reports to: Council V.P. of Properties.
 The Camp Lowden Properties Chair is responsible for overseeing 

the following – all of Camp Lowden except for the Boeger Leadership 
Lodge.  This is a volunteer position.

Reports to: Council V.P. of Properties.

Primary Responsibilities
• Be the “eyes and ears” of all things property related at Camp.
• Facilitate Capital and Maintenance projects for the Camp.
• Lead Camp Lowden Properties Committee and hold meetings as 

necessary.
• Pro-actively communicate with the Camp Lowden Properties 

Committee, the Staff contact, and the VP of Properties to keep 
everyone up to speed on any issues or needs.

• Organization of work days at Camp.
• Overall organization and maintenance of equipment and facilities.
• Monthly routine maintenance (i.e. furnace filters, fire extinguisher 

renewal, report any wear and tear / damage that needs attention, 
and to keep up on all supplies (paper products, cleaning supplies, 
etc)

• Organize scheduled cleaning service.
• Coordinate with the Risk Management Committee for semi-annual 

inspections & any updates to Emergency Procedures.
• Work with the Risk Management committee to ensure safety at 

camp.
• Work with the Summer Camp Program to ensure the camp is ready 

to run.
• Work with NCAP to adhere to NCAP standards etc.
• Report to Council V.P. of Properties each month on each property.

 
If you are interested in this position please contact Jake Dykstra at 

815-985-3664 or  dykstra@cordconstruction.com, or Emily Cross at 
emily.cross@Scouting.org.

2020 - 2021 Blackhawk Area 
Council OKPIK

Cold Weather Camping Course - Train the Trainer
“Non Semper Erit Aestas”

“It Will Not Always Be Summer”

Blackhawk Area Council announces Okpik Cold Weather 
Camping Training for Troop Leaders, Sr Scouts,

and Troop Trainers 14 & Up.

Our Train the Trainer program will provide you the knowledge and 
materials to conduct winter camping training within your units. This 
program covers the skills and techniques needed to ensure a successful, 
fun, and safe cold weather camping experience. These include physical 
preparation, clothing, food & water, sanitation, first aid and emergency 
procedures, shelter building, traveling in snow, and making equipment. 
Cold weather camping mistakes can be deadly. The skills learned in 
the Okpik Program will make cold weather camping an enjoyable, safe 
Scouting experience.

To provide a train the trainer opportunity to scout leaders and 
experienced youth in the unique skills of winter camping. The intent 
of this course is to help scout troops to extend their camping season 
to all 12 months of the year. It is expected that the participants of this 

Dates & Times:
November 14, 2020 (Classroom, 8:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.)
December 12, 2020 (Classroom, 8:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.)
January 16, 2021 (Outdoor Classroom, 8:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.)
January 30-31, 2021 (Practical, Camp Lowden, Oregon, Ill.)
 
All three classroom sessions and a practical outdoor campout are 

required to complete the course.
Course Fee: $100.00 paid in full by November 1, 2020.
If you have any questions please contact the Course Director at 

okpik@blackhawkscouting.org

Council News
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Blackhawk Area Council is making a big transition away from our traditional website, and moving communications and forms to a new platform 
called the iHub! If you have liked the Blackhawk Area Council facebook page (and we hope you have!) you’ve probably noticed some posts that took 
you to the iHub as an introduction.

The website address for the iHub is Blackhawkhub.org. There is a home page, and the content is broken down by categories (broad topics) and then 
channels- which serve like specific interest groups. You get to decide which topics you see posts for, and can choose to receive notifications of new 
information every day, or just once a week.Search in the search bar for a post that says “Getting Started” on the Home page and click on it! You’ll find 
a quick tutorial video and the following text to help you get started:

“Welcome to the Blackhawk Area Council IHUBApp! We are so glad you are here.” 
If you're a new user to the IHUBapp ,watch this quick video (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8D6m4_KC5FA) to get the most out of our HUB! 

Also, check out our step by step guide to setting your “Channels” below.

Introduction to iHub
Council News

Now what?
As the Hub grows, your channel choices will grow. The cool part is 

that your channel choices create your own "personal palette" of Scouting 
information that is tailored just for you! Choose what you are interested 
in or need to know about and leave the others alone.

Change your mind? Change your position? Ok - leave the channel! 
No worries!

First - Getting “Subscribed”
When you click on “Join” to join your first channel, you will be 

asked to log in. You will go through a verification process (so watch 
for that email) to confirm your subscription. Make sure you verify your 
account because you have the ability to receive messages through the 
Hub, BUT, you can only view them if your email was verified! (No bots, 
right?)

Want to avoid the verification process? Login with Facebook! 

Choosing Channels
In the left sidebar, under “My Information” you can register for 

channels that interest you. This is your navigation tool. 
You can also subscribe/register from here and update your channel 

choices at any time.

Channels Available
There are public channels and private (or request to join channels). 

The list will continue to grow, moving forward, so keep looking!
Important channels to see now are the Summer Camp, Resident 

Camp, Day Camp and Camp Cards! Many of the channels are sorted 
into categories. You can view the list by “Categories” or “List All” 
which will give an alphabetical listing of every available channel. Once 
you have joined channels, you can choose to view only your channels.

Learn How to Set Your Notifications. 
https://blackhawkhub.org/posts/28180 

Setting your notifications is important! Did you know that you can 
set it up to receive a weekly digest of ONLY the newest information in 
ONLY the channels you have joined? Forget the days of deciding which 
part of the newsletter applies to you - everything in that digest WILL 
apply to you because you signed up for it! It's like it was tailor-made just 
for you...because it is!

Add the App to Your Home Screen
: https://blackhawkhub.org/posts/28182. Doing this on your phone or 

mobile device will make it easier to access when you need information!

Happy Channel Surfing!
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2021 
NATIONAL JAMBOREE 

*Sign Up Today to go with your 
council Contingent!!! 

 

*Only limited spots available!!! 
 

*One of the best experiences you will      
have in your scouting career!!! 

To learn more about the 2021 Jamboree or the Council 
contingent log onto the Council website: 
http://www.blackhawkscouting.org/jamboree 
Applications are accepted on a first-come, first-reserved basis. In fairness to all, the deposit must be 
received to reserve your space  

West Virginia 

2021 National Jamboree

BLACKHAWKHUB.ORG
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Face the Challenge:
Participant Registration Now Open 

for the 2021 National Jamboree

A celebration that happens just once every four years. World-class 
venues packed with incredible moments. A spirit of unity, patriotism and 
courage.

Turns out the National Jamboree and the Summer Olympics share 
a lot of similarities — with one exception – at a National Jamboree 
everyone leaves a winner.

Participant registration is now open for the 2021 National Jamboree, 
to be held July 21–30, 2021, at the Summit Bechtel Reserve, the BSA’s 
gold-medal-caliber high-adventure base in West Virginia.

A National Jamboree will happen only once or twice during a young 
person’s time in Scouts BSA, Venturing, or Sea Scouting. That’s why 
many people call a National Jamboree a “flagship BSA experience.”

Over the course of 10 days, Jamboree participants will experience 
unforgettable adventures they’ll remember all their lives. They can 
experience the Summit’s legendary adventure sports programs, earn 
merit badges, enjoy stadium shows, and trade patches with Scouts from 
all 50 states and many foreign countries.

In doing all that, Jamboree participants join a tradition that has been 
a part of the BSA since the very first National Jamboree in 1937. 2021 
National Jamboree

2021 National Jamboree
 Scouting instills confidence, helping young people discover they 

can achieve more than they thought possible.
That’s the uplifting message behind the logo and theme for the 2021 

National Jamboree, which the BSA announced today.
Using Scouting’s highest-profile gathering to deliver a distinct 

thematic message signals a bold new approach for National Jamborees. 
It ensures that the theme, “Face the Challenge,” will leave a lasting 
impression on Jamboree participants and our entire movement.

Jamboree organizers will weave the theme throughout the event. 
They’ll reinforce it before, during and after the Jamboree. They’ll 
showcase it at stadium shows, deliver it using wearable technology and 
highlight it at special flash challenges that pop up wherever participants 
congregate.

Smartphone integration and a pre-Jamboree survey will ensure that 
each participant embarks on their own Jamboree journey. Even with tens 
of thousands of participants, no two Jamboree experiences will be the 
same.

“From an overall programmatic design, we want to customize 
the Jamboree to an individual’s area for growth,” says Ed Lynes, the 
volunteer serving as Jamboree Thematics Lead.

‘Face the Challenge’
So what does “Face the Challenge” mean? Here’s how Jamboree 

organizers explain it in a document summarizing the vision for the 2021 
National Jamboree:

The truth is that young people can achieve more than they believe 
is possible. Scouting uniquely prepares its members to redefine their 
boundaries, push past them and emerge from the experience with the 
confidence that no matter the challenge, they can meet it.

Nothing is impossible for the prepared young person — no future is 
out of reach for a group of committed people who care.

It’s important to signal that the limits people perceive are self-
imposed, and that with an embrace and application of the 12 points of 
the Scout Law and three points of the Scout Oath, there is a bright and 
positive future.

Participants in the 2021 National Scout Jamboree will learn that 
character is created when you achieve more than you thought possible.

2021 National Jamboree

Registration link youth:
https://blackhawkscouting.doubleknot.com/event/2021-national-

jamboree-youth/2568958

Registration link adults:
https://blackhawkscouting.doubleknot.com/event/2021-national-

jamboree-adult-leadercaregive r/2568960
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Each month ScoutCasts address important issues faced by Scouters in packs and troops. You can listen to these PodCasts by going to www.podcast.
scouting.org. Archived previous PodCasts are also available at the same site.

Take a few moments of your commute — just 10 to 15 minutes a month — to make yourself a more-informed Scouter. With the BSA’s lineup of 
monthly podcasts — CubCast and ScoutCast — you’ll be the smartest Scouter in your pack or troop, 

As a bonus, each podcast features a timely Safety Moment to keep everyone Scout-safe.
You can find these and archived podcasts at www.podcast.scouting.org. There is also a transcript included with each podcast. You can subscribe to 

each podcast on iTunes or your favorite podcast app so you don’t miss a single episode.
All this for the low, low price of free!

April ScoutCast
Finding Your Adventure

Whether you live in the north, south, east or west part of the grand 
ol’ USA, the BSA has a high-adventure base for you! And you’re not 
limited to going to the one near you. Each BSA high adventure base 
provides different adventures, so you can pick the one that’s right for 
you! Joining us to guide you to finding your adventure is BSA Outdoor 

Scout PodCasts for April and May

April CubCast
Youth Protection and the BSA

April is National Youth Protection month, and the BSA takes that 
very seriously. We want to be sure all leaders and parents are aware of 
the BSA’s Youth Protection guidelines and all the steps the BSA is taking 
to ensure the safety of all youth.

You may have heard of the Barbara Sinatra Foundation, which 
is dedicated to ensuring every child’s right to a normal, healthy and 
secure childhood. Joining us for this special episode is John Thoresen, 
the director of the Barbara Sinatra Foundation. John will share with us 

May ScoutCast
2021 Jamboree!

The next National Jamboree is only a year away, but many Scouts 
have yet to sign up. Maybe you think that door has been closed. 
Alexander Graham Bell once said, “When one door closes, another one 
opens.” But you know what? It’s a door — if it’s closed, just open it! 
So, this month we’ll share all the reasons you should be getting ready 
to pack your bags and helping us open that door is the Director of the 

May CubCast
Program Planning Starts Now

Now for this episode — well, we admit it’s not the most glamorous 
of topics, but it is important. In fact, it will make your Cub Scout leader 
experience a whole lot easier. And joining us is Lora Taft, the Council 
Commissioner for the Chattahoochee Council in Columbus. And just 
to make sure we give you as much help as we possibly can — we’ve 
also invited the chair for the National Cub Scouting Committee, Lisa 
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2020 Friends of Scouting 
Invest in Youth. Invest in Character. Invest in Leadership.

How Do We Meet Our Pack, Troop, Or Crew Goal?
1) Hold a Family Friends of Scouting Presentation at your Blue & Gold Banquet or Court of Honor

  a.      Your Unit leadership will be contacted by a District volunteer or staff member to schedule this presentation. We will train a volunteer 
to come and deliver a presentation during your event to give all families an opportunity to participate in the giving program and 
explain where the money goes.

2) Council Email Invites to your group
  a.     Council will send an invite to your Blue and Gold or Court of Honor for all emails currently in our database from your Unit.
  b.      If your Unit has an invite list; it can be sent to Council and they will send a nice email inviting your families to your event, including 

a link to online donations, a link to the Friends of Scouting video, and providing more information prior to the presentation on your 
behalf.

  c.     Excel List is preferred but any is acceptable. Send to dane.boudreau@scouting.org

3) Matching Gifts
 a.      Many companies will match a donation by their employees to a non-profit. Matching gift letters will be provided at your presentation, 

but  this is a great way to help reach your goal by doubling your gift. All you do is present the letter to your HR or Payroll and mark 
it on your pledge card.

4) Follow up and Regular Correspondence with Your Families
 a.      Not everyone will donate at your event, but, if sent reminders will donate if asked directly. The Council will help follow up with 

donors/families but it is faster and better received if they receive a contact from a Unit Leader helping to reach the goal.

Digital Presence - An easy way to help family and friends donate

5) Unit Online Donation Platform
 a.      Every Unit that holds a presentation will be given a unique link to an online donation platform. This can be used at any time 

throughout the year and during the presentation if a family is more comfortable donating online. This allows the gifts from your 
families to be credited to your Unit goal and will be included with any email invites.

 b.     This is what our Unit Banners look like:
         i.      When navigating to donate online, your families and donors will be able to see a thermometer with your Unit Friends of Scouting 

Goal.

6) Facebook Fundraiser through Blackhawk Area Council 
 a.      Through the Blackhawk Area Council Facebook page, any person can set up an online fundraiser to help reach their unit Friends of 

Scouting goal.

7) Facebook Birthday/Anniversary Fundraisers
 a.      It is now the norm that instead of people asking for gifts for their birthday/anniversary, they will post a Facebook fundraiser for their 

favorite non-profit. This can help your campaign greatly because many people will donate because of the connection with their friend 
or family versus the organization itself.

If you do not know how to setup a Facebook fundraiser, or set up an email with a link to your Unit Banner, please contact your District staff 
member for assistance.

We thank you for your commitment to Scouting and helping raise the needed funds to continue to support 
our local programs serving over 12,000 youth annually in 12 counties!
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Make a Gift That
Lasts a Lifetime

Have you ever thought about a financial gift to Scouting that lasts a 
lifetime? In addition to donating to Friends of Scouting each year, which 
is absolutely necessary for the council to operate; there are other ways to 
donate that will create a financial pipeline in perpetuity for our council 
and Scouting programs and help us “Scout Our Future.”

It is our Council Endowment Committee’s goal to be able to fund 
all of our council program expenses through the interest generated 
from our Council Endowment. This goal is not something that can be 
completed in a single year, but a goal our entire Scouting community 
must take on together to achieve.

Specifically,
Our Mission: “To provide ongoing financial support for Scouting 
programs in the Blackhawk Area Council”

Our Vision: “To ensure that Scouting in the Blackhawk Area Council 
is gratis from perennial, financial constraints in perpetuity”

So What Is an Endowment?
An endowment is a fund held to provide interest and dividend 

earnings for the benefit of a charitable cause. Ultimately, it is a life 
preserver that generates income each and every year for our council. 
With a gift to the Council Endowment Fund, you are supporting Scouting 
throughout your lifetime and beyond.  

Unlike Friends of Scouting, your donations are held in a restricted 
fund, meaning only the interest and dividends earned from your gift can 
be used for council support each year. What this means is that if our 
endowment grows large enough, the Blackhawk Area Council will be 
able to improve its programs, cut costs for programs, and overall be free 
from the constraints of financial hardships.

There are several recognitions for Endowment gifts and different 
types of gifts that can be accepted such as cash, estate gifts, charitable 
remainder trusts, and much more. I invite you to read more about this 
great way to make a lifetime impact to the Blackhawk Area Council by 
visiting www.blackhawkscouting.org/scoutingourfuture

Should you have an interest in donating to our Endowment or 
have questions, please contact me anytime at 815-397-0210 or dane.
boudreau@scouting.org and I will be happy to assist.

Dane Boudreau
Field Director

dane.boudreau@scouting.org

Blackhawk Area Council
James E. West Pledge Card

Please choose a level of commitment: 
       ____$1000   ____$5000  ____$10,000  ____ $15,000 
Donor Information and Affiliation:        
In Memory/Honor of __________________________________
Name  _____________________________________________
Pledge Signature _____________________________________
Address _____________________________________________ 
City ___________________________________  State  ______   
Zip ______________ 
Email ___________________________________
Date _______________________ 

_____ NEW - James E West   _____ EXISTING: Please add to 
my James E West Account
_____ Send Me Information on Endowment Events
_____ Send Me Information on Endowment giving - Gifts can be   

given over a period of time.
_____ Send Me Information on Will Services

Method of Payment and Billing Schedule:
_____ Cash
_____ Check # _______ ______
  (Make payable to Blackhawk Area Council)
_____ Visa  _____ Master Charge  _____ American Express
_____  Credit Card # _______________________________   
Exp. Date ______________
_____  Bill Me: _____ Monthly  _____ Quarterly  _____ 
Annually ______

Name on Card _______________________________________   
CSV# _______

Guide to Safe Scouting
“Be safe” is one of the watch words of Scouting. According to 

Chief Scout Executive Michael Surbaugh, “the BSA is committed to 
safety.” He charges each of us to commit ourselves to creating a safe and 
healthy learning environment. It behooves all of us to keep this charge 
in mind every time our Scouts get together. The Scout’s parents entrust 
their children to our care and expect them to be safe, secure, healthy, 
and happy.

Our definitive guide to safety in all of our Scouting activities is 
the Guide to Safe Scouting. It has a great deal of information on a wide 
range of topics. Every Scouter should be familiar with this guide and 
should check it regularly.

The Guide to Safe Scouting can be found at http://www.scouting.
org/Healtandsafety/GSS.aspx.

The online version is updated quarterly. A PDF version is also 
available for download.

Be sure to check the guide for the latest changes before any outing 
or event.

Not all learning happens in the classroom. We are 
equipping young Americans for life.
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Updated Youth 
Protection Training

The updated online and facilitator-led (face-to-face) Y01 Youth 
Protection Training has been released.

Updates include a new learning plan as well as a Spanish-translated 
version of the training. Previous versions of the facilitated training are 
obsolete. Do not use them. YPT Champions can get a link to the new 
facilitator materials from their Scout executive.

YPT training must be current through December 31, 2020 ,to be 
rechartered with your unit in Blackhawk Area Council. That means that 
it could not have been taken before December 31, 2018.”

Both the English and Spanish Youth Protection facilitator-led 
courses have been released to council Scout executives.

To further your knowledge in protecting youth, we have released 
additional recommended online training modules covering the following 
Youth Protection topics:

• Physical abuse
•  Emotional abuse
•  Neglect

New Training Coming Soon
Commissioner Online Training

With the new Commissioner Tools rolling out and the recent program 
changes, these learning plans will be updated. The acclimation modules 
will be replaced with updated modules (shared from the professional 
courses), will reflect the addition of girls, and will contain updates such 
as the fourth aim of Scouting.

The various tools modules on the operation and use of the new 
Commissioner Tools will be replaced with new modules.

New Cub Scout
Facilitator-Led Training

This course is designed to deliver training for all position-trained Cub 
Scout positions and matches the online content. The training is intended 
to help leaders begin a “path of learning.” The goal is to encourage and 
incentivize leaders to become continuous learners, providing the basic 
information and skills necessary to get them started on their journey 
and then give them access to and knowledge of additional resources and 
training opportunities available to them.

District committee training has been taught the same way for many 
years. By leveraging the BSA Learn Center we can provide the district 
committee a learning environment that gives them the content they need 
when they need it and leverage professional training for consistency in 
district training.

This new learning will replace the District Committee Workshop and 
will provide learning plans aligned with the various district committee 
positions and functions to include:
District Chair/District Vice-Chair Membership
Fund Development   Program
Camping and Outdoor Program Activities and Civic Service 
Training    Member-at-Large   
Advancement and Recognition Nominating

As the online training supersedes the District Committee 
Workshop, use of the District Committee Workshop syllabus for 
training should be discontinued.

New District 
Committee Training

Training Talk
New Video Series Delivers the 

Ultimate Den Leader Experience
By now, you’ve probably caught word of Scoutbook’s Den Leader 

Experience, the free web app that makes it easier than ever for den leaders 
to prepare for and lead meetings, track advancement and attendance, and 
more. So, how could preparing for a den meeting possibly get any easier?

Leave it to the Scoutbook team to find new ways to streamline and 
simplify the den leading process—because they’ve now introduced a 
video series to help you navigate the Den Leader Experience app and get 
the most out of this terrific new tool.  

Based on the top questions the Scoutbook team received since the 
launch of the Den Leader Experience, these videos were created in the 
spirit of continuous improvement. The video series uses quick, to-the-
point snapshots that will help any den leader get started, whether you’re 
a tech novice or an app aficionado.

From home screen how-tos to den invitations, check out the list below 
to see how these videos can offer you the best Den Leader Experience 
possible. You can also find all 16 videos at Scouting.org/DenLeaderTips.

Dashboard:
Accessing Your Account
Navigating the Main Pages
Taking Training
Finding Resources
Preparing for the Next Meeting
Selecting Your Den
Setting Up a Den

Meetings:
Understanding the Calendar View
Editing Your Calendar
Taking Attendance

Roster:
Finding Parents
Finding Your Scouts
Inviting a Leader to Your Den
Inviting a Parent to Your Den
Inviting a Scout to Your Den
Viewing an Adult’s Profile

Check out the Den Leader Experience for yourself through 
Scoutbook and be sure to head to Bryan on Scouting’s story to learn 
more about the awesome features! 

For questions on the Den Leader Experience or Scoutbook in general, 
you can always contact the Scoutbook support team at: Scoutbook.
support@scouting.org. You can also read answers to frequently asked 
questions here.

As always, keep an eye on Scoutbook.com for updates and stay 
tuned to Scouting Wire for details on another new video series featuring 
den leader tips and Cub Scout rank overviews!
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NOTE -- Session 1, June 7-12 -- has been cancelled
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•  G
ive participants the confidence and know

ledge to conduct the BSA program
 in their hom

e units
• G

ive participants the opportunity to share ideas and experiences w
ith Scouts from

 other units
• Create an environm

ent of Scouting fellow
ship and fun guided by the Scout O

ath and Law
• Provide participants w

ith a clear understanding of team
 and personal developm

ent
• H

ave fun and experience Scouting at its best 

The O
bjectives of N

ational Youth Leadership Training

R
egistration Inform

ation
Paym

ent in Full 
$190 (Before 5/1/20)

 
$220 (After 5/1/20)

Registration requires a non-refundable $50 deposit 
to hold your space and allow

 the course to begin 
ordering m

aterials.

Registration costs include food, m
aterials, a patch,

a course hat, and tw
o course shirts. Additional 

course shirts can be ordered for an additional fee.

Financial Assistance Available Upon Request

Checks Payable to: 
Blackhaw

k Area Council

M
ail to: 

NYLT 2020
 

Blackhaw
k Area Council

 
2820 M

cFarland Road
 

Rockford, IL 61107

To Register Online Visit
blackhaw

kscouting.org/nylt
SESSION ONE

June 7 - 12, 2020
Senior Patrol Leader: Donevon Pankey 
Scoutm

aster: Dawn Reid
Location: Cam

p Lowden

Contact Inform
ation

(847) 561-7532
dreid816@

gm
ail.com

SESSION TWO
August 2 - 7, 2020
Senior Patrol Leader: Alex Rankin
Scoutm

aster: Rom
an J. Salam

on
Location: Cam

p Lowden

Contact Inform
ation

(815) 299-5015
rsalam

on@
pecscouting.info

W
hat is N

Y
LT?

N
ational Youth Leadership Training (N

YLT) is an 
exciting, action packed program

 designed to provide 
young m

en and w
om

en of the Boy Scouts of 
Am

erica w
ith the leadership skills and experience 

they can use in their hom
e units and in any other 

situations that require leadership of self or leadership 
of others.

N
YLT integrates the best of m

odern leadership 
theory w

ith the traditional strengths of the Scouting 
experience. Through activities, presentations, 
challenges, discussions, and audio-visual support,  
participants w

ill be engaged in a unified approach
to leadership that w

ill give them
 the skills and 

confidence to lead w
ell. Through a w

ide range of 
activities, events, gam

es, and adventures, 
partcipants w

ill w
ork and play together as they put 

into action the best that Scouting has to offer.

• Registered w
ith the Boy Scouts of Am

erica
• Scouts BSA m

em
bers m

ust be at least 13, 
Com

pleted Introduction to Leadership
Skills for Troops, and Achieved the Rank
of First Class

• Venturers m
ust be at least 14 (or 13 and

com
pleted 8th grade), and Com

pleted
Introduction to Leadership Skills for Crew

s
• U

nit Leader Recom
m

endation
• Com

plete M
edical Form

 (A,B,C) w
ith N

o Restrictions

Scouts B
SA

Venturing

Q
ualifications to Attend
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Save the Date!
Cub Scout Day Camp 

Summer 2020
Area Served Scout Rank 

(entering grade in fall)
Dates of Camp

Boone County 4th & 5th Graders Webelos / Arrow of Light June 10-12, 2020

Boone County 2nd & 3rd Graders Wolves / Bears June 15-17, 2020

Boone County Tiger 1 Day June 17, 2020

Lancaster Day Camp All Grades / Ranks June 22-25, 2020

McHenry County Day Camp 2nd & 3rd Graders Wolves / Bears June 22 - 25, 2020

McHenry County Day Camp Tiger 1 Day June 27, 2020
McHenry County Day Camp 4th & 5th Graders Webelos / Arrow of Light June 29 - July 2, 2020

Kieselburg Forest Preserve 2nd – 5th Graders / Wolf – Arrow of Light July 7-10, 2020

Kieselburg Forest Preserve Tiger 1 Day July 9, 2020

Pecatonica /Winnebago Fairgrounds All Grades / Ranks July 20-23, 2020

Program Center in Cherry Valley 2nd – 5th Graders / Wolf – Arrow of Light July 27-31, 2020

Program Center in Cherry Valley Tiger 1 Day July 30, 2020

White Eagle @ Camp Lowden 2nd & 3rd Graders Wolves / Bears August 4-5,2020

White Eagle @ Camp Lowden Tiger 1 Day August 3, 2020

White Eagle @ Camp Lowden 4th & 5th Graders Webelos / Arrow of Light August 6-7, 2020

White Eagle @ Camp Lowden 
(optional overnight)

4th & 5th Graders Webelos / Arrow of Light August 7-8, 2020

Monroe Twilight Camp All Grades / Ranks August 3-5, 2020

More information will be shared as it becomes available at https://blackhawk.ihubapp.org/c/ourcamps

Cub Scout Day Camps
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FOR THE
GOLD!
@ Resident Camp2020

GO
Scouts can attend a resident camp It is recommended that a parent comes with each Webelos Scout, 
but two registered leaders (for 2 deep leadership) can bring up to eight Scouts (a 4 to 1 ratio). IF your 
Pack can only send one leader with your Scouts, please contact the Camp Director to arrange camping 
with another pack.
Lowden Cub/Webelos Resident Camp: awesome programs filled with Cub Scout fun and ac-
tivities plus progress on their Adventures. Tigers are required to be a 1:1 ratio for adults and youth entering 1st 
grade. Lowden Cub Scout Resident Camp is for all Scouts entering 1st grade and older in the fall.

Canyon Camp Webelos & Arrow of Light Camp: designed for older Cub Scouts as they 
prepare for the transition to Scouts BSA. Older Cub Scout fun and activities plus progress on their Webelos / 
Arrow of Light adventures.

JULY 31 - AUGUST 2ND, 2020
www.blackhawkscouting.org/camping

Cub Scout Resident Camps
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Webelos / Arrow of Light Weekend
Canyon Camp's Annual Webelos Summer Camp Weekend 

 July 31-August 2, 2020

Webelos and Arrow of Light Summer Camp Weekend- Registration Open!
Cub Scout Parents: Register today for your Scout’s summer camp experience!

Our first pack has already registered for our annual Webelos and Arrow of Light summer camp weekend. 
We fully expect this program to meet capacity again this year.  Be sure to reach out with any questions you may 
have.

Visit www.canyoncampbsa.org/webelos-weekend to learn more and register today.
Go for the Gold!

Canyon Camp’s program includes two nights of camping and awesome programs designed for older Cub 
Scouts working on adventure loops/pins. In addition to great food and a free tshirt, all Scouts will experience 
summer camp in a way that will create lifelong memories and help them as they prepare for the transition to 
Scouts BSA.

Join us for a fun themed weekend with
Swimming, Climbing

Archery, BB guns
Great food

Awesome Campfire
and more!

2020 Adventures:
Into the Woods, Aquanaut, Art Explosion, Game Design

**Every registration includes a T-shirt, meals provided in our dining hall, and a platform tent for your use 
(optional)**

We can’t wait to see you July 31-August 2!
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Wanchanagi District
Serving Winnebago & Boone Counties in Illinois

Wanchanagi District 
Directory

All phone numbers are 815 area code 
unless otherwise indicated

District Chair: Cliff Chappell;
    cliffscubs80@gmail.com; 815-713-0731
Vice-Chair  Administration:
    Lara Skrzypczynski;
          laraskrz1@msn.com;  815-519-5724
   Chaplain: Open
   Religious Emblems Coord:
     MaryAnn Bushaw;
        ushville181@comcast.net; 815-904-4287
   District Dinner: Open
   District Communications: Open
Vice-Chair Finance: Open
   FOS Coordinator: Open
   Popcorn Kernel: Summer Rachas; 
       prnsummer77@yahoo.com; 815-558-7116
  Vice Chair Membership: Open
   Cub Scouts: Open
   Scouts BSA: Open
   Re-Charter Coordinator: Open
Vice-Chair Program: Jimmy Berry, jimmy.
     berry@comcast.net; 815-543-1490
   Advancement: Connie Snyder;
     wanprojreview@yahoo.com; 815-262-5223
   Activities and Civic Service: Cleto Trigo;
      cleto.trigo@gmail.com; 847-942-6769
   Order of the Arrow Advisor: Denny Johnson;
     scoutmaster601@gmail.com; 815-633-6335
   Venturing: Eric Schmidt; eskm@aol.com;
        815-505-1507
   Scouting for Food: Bob Olson; 815-222-3204
   Continuous Fire: Bill Spivey; 
      npfdrdiver@yahoo.com;,  815-243-0671
   Flag Retirement: Paul Trent;
      goofykidjr@hotmail.com; 815-871-3801
   Klondike Derby, Rick Kuentzelman
   Training: Alice Roby; alice@oextreme.com;  
        773-368-5724
   Camp Promotion: Andy Murray, 
        815-371-3092
District Commissioner: Open
   Cub Scout Roundtable: Heidi Fawcett, 
heidiflaw37@gmail.com
   Scouts BSA Roundtable: Open
District Executive: Roman Salamon;
   roman.salamon@scouting.org, 
       815-397-0210

Troop 111 Built a 
Bridge During

 Campout
Members of Troop 111 recently 

attended a cabin camp-out where they 
worked on cooking requirements and 
did some hiking. During the hike, a 
coyote skull was discovered (and left 
for future finding.) The girls wanted 
to explore the other side of a creek, so 
they built a make-shift bridge. It was a 
great team building exercise, and when 
complete they were all able to stand on 
it at the same time. They found all kinds 
of animal tracks near the water that they 
were able to identify as well

Pictured here are (L-R) Bailey R, 
Bailey C, Row 2: Brooke M, Emma K, 
Kylee C, and Julia C.

Troop 111 will celebrate it’s first 
troop birthday and hold a Court of 
Honor in April.

Virtual Roundtable
Thursday, May 21

Look for details  in your in-box 
soon
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Chair: Dan Hawkins, 631-2907
Vice Chair – Administration (open):
  Nominating Committee Chair: Dave Twining  dtwining@comcast.net*  
PR Chair: (open)
Vice Chair – Membership: Bruce Colmark, 441-1992
  Webelos-to-Scout Transition (open)
  Spring Roundup Chair: Ginger Albano,
Vice-Chair – Finance: Chip Donahue, 626-5905
  FOS Community Chair: Mark Zeigler, 713-1390
  FOS Family Chair: Katie Pierce
  Spring Popcorn Kernel (Whiteside): Margie Baker, 718-2289,   
 kernelbaker@yahoo.com*
  Spring Popcorn Kernel (Lee & Ogle): Pat O’Brien, 815-440-2569*
Vice Chair – Program:
 Don Rastede, 625-3542
  Boy Scout Activities: 
  Cub Scout Day Camp: Josh Stone, joshstone1@gmail.com
  Special Events Chair
  Advancement Chair:
 Ray Gruber, 732-6807, rggruber@yahoo.com
  Religious Programs: Myles Newberry, 209-7327,
 mylesnewberry@sbcglobal.net 
  Scouting for Food: 
  Camping Chair: Thomas Halla, 284-3308
  Cub Scout Day Camp – Camp Lowden
  Josh Stone, joshstone1@gmail.com
 OA Advisor: Rick Rhoads, 562-4369, rrhoads63@aol.com. 
  OA Chapter Chief:
  Training Chair: Josh Stone
     Youth Protection Training:
Vice Chair – Venturing:
 Larry Williams, lbwilliams25@comcast.net
District Commissioner:
    Nancy Johnson, njm1964@me.com, 815-970-3040
   Cub Scout Roundtable Commissioner: 
 Josh Stone, joshstone1@gmail.com
   Boy Scout Roundtable Commissioner 
 Don Rastede rastededental@att.net
 Keith Potter, kb9giv@gmail.com
District Executive: Robert Sutton
 Robert.Sutton@scouting.org, 815-397-0210

White Eagle District Directory

Plan Ahead

Day Camps 2020
August 3 – Tiger Day, Camp Lowden
August 4-5 – Wolf and Bear, Camp 

Lowden
August 6-7 – Webelos and Arrow of 

Light, Camp Lowden
August 7-8 – Webelos/Arrow of Light 

overnight campout. Camp Lowden

White Eagle District
Serving Whiteside, Lee, and Ogle Counties 

in Illinois
Sycamore District Executives

Sycamore District
Serving McHenry County in Illinois

District Executive: Michael Ancheta,  847-397-0210
District Executive: Laura Cullotta, 815-397-0210

Woods of Webelos 2020
Due to the uncertainty of the COVID-19 crisis, we have had to make 

several decisions regarding the cancellation of program events for our 
Scouts. Again, it is the health and safety of our families that we have to 
consider when making these decisions.

With that in mind and the current expectations from our state and 
federal governments to reach certain expectations before returning to 
a “normal” level of social engagement, our Woods of Webelos event 
at Camp Lowden scheduled for May 15-17 will be canceled.  Talks to 
reschedule are on the table.

Without more certainty, we cannot say it will be rescheduled at this 
time.

On behalf of Gail Krec, our Woods of Webelos Chairman, her staff, 
and our council, we hope you continue to engage your children at home 
to follow and grow through Scouting.

Be sure to visit our website for announcements for virtual events and 
resources for Scouting.  Make it Fun with a purpose. Together/Apart we 
will get through this. Troop 2019 News

Troop #2019 enjoyed their last camp-out in early March, at the 
Johnson's Mound Forest Preserve in Elburn, prior to the Coronavirus 

Scout Hannah Mize 
cooks breakfast Sunday 
Morning, after Star Scout 
and Troop Guide Leah 
McCabe instructs Hannah 
in the use of the stove.

Leah says, "My job is done, wake me when the pancakes 
are ready"!

Troop 2019 is chartered by 
the First Congregational 

Church in Huntley, Illinois.
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Wetassa District Directory
All numbers are 815 area code unless otherwise indicated

District Chairman, Josh Ehlers. 815-291-6748, jtehlers2009@icloud.com
Vice-Chair – Administration
 Lee Kraut, 815-297-8247,  LKraut@comcast.net
  District Communications/PR Chair (open)
      Newsletter, Liz Hollis, 233-4870
  District Nominating Committee:
 Lee Kraut, 815-297-8247
 Gary Erickson
 Dana Ewers, 541-5322
  District Dinner and Awards
 Laura Welti
Vice-Chair – Finance – Gene Nott, 235-4575
    FOS, Gene Nott, 235-4575
    Community Campaign (open)
Vice-Chair – Membership: James Clay,  970-443-2997
Vice-Chair – Program: Richard Cass, 815-757-7425
   Activities: (open)
    Advancement, Liz Hollis, 233-4870
 Life-to-Eagle Seminars:
   Liz Hollis, 233-4870
 Eagle Project/Boards of Review:
   Liz Hollis, 233-4870
   Tom Gillespie, 233-3284
 Merit Badge Counselors:
   Liz Hollis, 233-4870 
  Camping, Bob Boyer, 369-2834
   OA Advisor, David Hanson, 541-1801
  Scouting for Food (open) 
  Training : (open)
 Religious Emblems – Jim Clay, 970-443-2997
Vice-Chair – Venturing and Exploring
 Joe Shippy, 815-443-2997
District Commissioner
 Kathy Tobin, 815-291-1600
  Roundtable Commissioners
 Scouts BSA – Rick Cass, 815-757-7424
 Cub Scout  – Barry Sanders, 815-654-8349           
               adtc3bs@yahoo.com
District Executive: Matt Ohms, 920-723-5999                 
 matt.ohms@scouting.org, 815-397-0210 

Wetassa District
Serving Stephenson, Jo Daviess

and  Carroll in Illinois 

Arrowhead District
Serving Grant, Lafayette, and Green 

Counties in Wisconsin

District Chairman: (open)
Vice-Chair Administration:
 Dan Bestul, 608-328-8055
 Risk Management Representative
    James Bussan, 608-568-3177
Vice-Chair Finance: 
 Dee Woolf, 608-348-7403
 Family FOS: Bruce Small, 815-26-1990
 Popcorn Kernel:  (Open)
   Vice-Chair Membership:
 James Gerhards, 563-581-2502
 Scouts BSA Membership: (Open)
 Cub Scout Membership: (Open)
 Life-to-Eagle Transition: (Open)
 Webelos-to-Scout Transition: (Open)
Vice-Chair Program:
 Kevin Olson, 608-778-1950
 Advancement: (Open)
 Eagle Board:
    James Bussan, 608-568-3177
    Mike Johansen, 608-723-7077
    Art Whipple, 608-325-5734
    Neil Spurr, 815-777-2166
 Camping: (Open)
    OA Chapter Advisor: James Connors, 608-325-6495
 Platteville Merit Badge Midway: 
   James Bussan, 608-568-3177, bussanja@chorus.net
 Service Hours: Melissa Hoween
 Training: Dennis Nelson, 608-325-7921
  dnelsonx@hotmail.com
Vice-Chair Venturing:
 Kevin Olson, 608-723-6250
Uniform Closet:
 Jeff Everson, 608-328-4269
District Commissioner: Daniel Frommelt, 608-732-8536, 
      danielmfrommelt@gmail.com
 Roundtable Commissioners:
 Cub Scout:
     Tara Bauer, 
     Pam Connely
 Scouts BSA: Andy Elkins, 608-527-2962
Field Director:
 Matt Ohms, 920-723-5999, matt.ohms@Scouting.org

Arrowhead District Directory


