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You are coordially invited to the

Blackhawk Area Council
2019 Youth & Adult
Recognition Dinner

$35 / person 
$50 / Eagle Sponsor

Sunday, March 3, 2019
Radisson Convention Center

200 S. Bell School Road
Rockford, Illinois

You may register at www.blackhawkscouting.org

Social Gathering  1:45 P.M.
Dinner   2:30 P.M.

Menu:
Chicken Vesuvio with Whipped Potatoes and vegetables 

or
Cheese tortellini and mushroom stuff ed ravioli in a marinara sauce

with fresh vegetables

Recognizing
Scholarship Winners

Silver Beavers
and Eagle Scout Class of 2018

Register by February 19
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Council Calendar

Schedule for Printed
and Internet Couriers

There are four printed editions each year. The deadline for Internet 
and printed editions will be the fi rst Tuesday of each month. The 
latest schedule is shown below. The printed editions will continue to be 
available at www. BlackhawkScouting.org/courier. Note that recipients 
of the Eagle Scout Award and religious emblems will only be carried in 
printed editions -- and will not show up on the Internet versions of the 
printed edition.

Clip and Save
Deadline + Type Months Covered Mail Date or

Web Target Date
March 5 – Printed April through June March 20

April 2 – Internet May through July May 17

May 7 – Internet June through August May 15

June 4 – Internet July through September June12

July 2 – Internet August through October July 10

August 6 – Printed September through Nov. August 20

Blackhawk Area Council
Hours, Phone, Address

Phone numbers:
Council offi  ce 815-397-0210
 FAX  815-397-7306
Web Site: www.blackhawkscouting.org

National Scout Shop -- Rockford: 815-637-6180
Address:  2820 McFarland Road, Rockford IL 61107
Scout Shop hours:
9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m., Monday through Friday
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday

National Scout Shop -- Crystal Lake: 815-479-0615
Address: 600 N. Rt. 31, Crystal Lake IL 60012
Scout Shop Hours:
9 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday through Friday
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday

February
18 President’s Day, council service center closed
21 Council Executive Board meeting
22-24  Venturing Blast, Camp Lowden
25 Popcorn online sales open
25 Popcorn Show ‘N’ Sell orders due

March
3 Council Recognition Dinner
5 Courier deadline – Printed edition for April through June events
8 Popcorn Show ‘N’ Sell order delivery
9 Popcorn take orders begin
9 Trainer’s EDGE
16 Cub Scout Event at Midway Village
23 Spring Ice Hogs Scout Night

April
2 Courier deadline – Internet edition for May through July events
6 Popcorn take order sales end
6 Wood Badge Reunion Dinner
13-14 Council Pinewood Derby
18-20  Popcorn take order delivery
18 Council Annual Meeting
19 Good Friday, council service center closed
22 Popcorn online sales close
26-28 U. S. Grant Pilgrimage

May
3-4 Annie Oakley Shooting Event
4-5 Kiwanis Work Weekend at Canyon Camp
7 Courier deadline, noon
12 Mother’s Day
27 Memorial Day, council service center closed
31-June 2 OA Spring Fellowship, Canyon Camp

Council Annual Meeting
April 18, 2019

The Blackhawk Area Council Annual Meeting will take place on 
April 19, 2019, at 6:30 p.m.

There will be a light supper beginning at 6:00 and the annual 
meeting will follow.

The annual meeting of the council shall be for the purpose of (a) 
receiving annual reports of the Executive Board, offi  cers, and various 
committees, (b) electing members-at-large, associate and honorary 
members of the council, National Council members, regular members of 
the Executive Board, and offi  cers of the Corporation other than the Scout 
executive, (c) receiving and approving fi nancial statements showing the 
fi nancial position of the corporation as of the close of the most recent 
complete fi scal year and the results of operations during such year, and 
(d) transactions such other business as may come before the meeting.



Page  3                                                                                                                                                                                                     March 2019Council News

Be Prepared for Scouts BSA
From Scouting Wire

With tens of thousands of girls already enjoying the Cub Scout 
program and more young women poised to join the Scouts BSA program 
when it opens in February of 2019, there’s a lot of excitement around the 
programs off ered by the Boy Scouts of America. 

In all of that excitement, it’s important to remember that at all 
levels, from our members and volunteers to our professional staff , we 
take the brand and trademark rights of all organizations seriously and 
have worked proactively to diff erentiate our unique program off erings. 
That of course includes the Scouts BSA program, so when referring 
to that program in any local council or unit materials — including 
recruiting fl iers, announcements, promotional materials, social media 
posts, and beyond — be sure to use the details in the below infographic 
for the right way to go about it. 

Additionally, much of this guidance was shared in a communication 
with Boy Scouts of America local councils in April of 2018. You can see 
that two-page note here.

As has been our tradition at the Boy Scouts of America, we applaud 
the eff orts of all youth-serving organizations and encourage families to 
participate in character and leadership development programs of their 
choice. The BSA wants boys and girls to have an opportunity to join 
one or more of these organizations. While we all use diff erent delivery 
models, our distinct missions have one thing in common – to serve 
youth.

See page 4 for more details

April 26 through April 28, 2019
“Spirits of 1869”

Join thousands of Scouts this year at
the 2019 U.S. Grant Pilgrimage

April 26-27-28, 2019, Galena, Illinois
www.BlackhawkScouting.org/USGrantPilgrimage

U. S. Grant Pilgrimage Theme for 2019 is
“Spirits of 1869”

U.S. Grant Pilgrimage

While attending the Grant Pilgrimage your unit will have admission 
to the Galena Historical Museum and Blacksmith shop. The Galena 
Historical Museum has many new displays and the original “Peace in 
Union” – the painting of General Lee surrendering to General Grant.

Pilgrimage Registration ONLY: $11 per person
before  April 1st

($14 after April 1 deadline)

Saturday Night Program
“Spirits of 1869, Story of the Ghost of Galena”
Stories about ghosts in Galena.
7:00 p.m. at Turner Hall(Scout trading post)
Cost is $5.00

Camping Opportunities:
• Chestnut Mountain Resort – Up to 100 people can camp on a great 

spot overlooking the Mississippi River Valley. Registration and 
camping are bundled together.

• Camping at Canyon Camp

Two new locations for council camping:
• West Cross Road, west of Galena
• Wooded Wonder land, east of Galena off  Hwy 20

Registration
Registration opens at the Galena High School – 

• 5:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. on Friday April 26
• 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon on Saturday, April 27

Registration Form and Leader Book are updated for 2019

Join us this spring for a great Scouting weekend!
Newly Updated Scouts BSA

Info Page
For the thousands of families who want to learn more about the 

Scouts BSA, there is a  program launch page now that is a great place to 
learn more about the program and to join.
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Do...
...be clear. Be sure to use official BSA 
marks and logos from the BSA Brand 
Center when using terms like “Scout 
Me In” whether in print, social media, 
or digital.

Do...
...remember that the BSA and GSUSA 
are separate organizations. If those 
around you say or suggest 
otherwise, politely correct them! 

Don’t... 
...use names, programs, marks, 
logos, images, or awards of the 
GSUSA or combine them with
those of the BSA.

A Scout is Courteous
The Boy Scouts of America applauds the 
work of the GSUSA in service to our 
nation’s youth and is committed to 
respecting the organization’s  
rights and programs. 

Do...
...refer all questions  
about GSUSA programs
to the local GSUSA 
council or website.

Do...
...refer all inquiries from 
media outlets (TV, radio, 
newspapers, online) to the 
BSA public relations team by 
email at pr@scouting.org

Remember...

Be Prepared. 

For Scouts BSA.
...girls who are in Scouts BSA 
aren’t members of the Girl Scouts 
of the USA (GSUSA). Avoid using the 
word “girl” before “Scouts.” This 
includes fliers, in conversation, 
social media, etc. For example, you 
shouldn’t say, “Let’s have that group 
of Scouts BSA girl Scouts line up.”

®
www.scouting.org

Do...
...share your passion for the 
Boy Scouts of America (BSA)! 
We believe the BSA offers the 
best program for youth - but we 
also believe it’s important for 
youth to be involved in the  
programs that are right 
for them. 

Don’t... 
...compare the programs 
of the BSA to other youth 
programs. 

Council News
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It’s time to register for Blackhawk Area Council’s Venturing Blast 
set for Friday-Sunday, February  22-24, at Camp Lowden near Oregon, 
Illinois. It is open to youth ages 14 and older in all Scout units as well as 
non-Scouts.

Planned events include fat-tire bikes, pistol shooting, climbing, 
archery, crate stacking, tomahawk and knife throwing, astronomy, snow 
shoeing, and much more! Other activities include evening social/dance, 
night hike and evening cracker barrel! Activities are subject to change 
based on weather.

Participants will sleep in heated cabins, so there’s no need to bring 
a tent! Register early to sleep in Boeger Lodge—space is fi rst come, fi rst 
served!

Cost is $30 per person before February 8 and $35 afterward.
For more information, email Heather Lisser at HLisser@yahoo.com

Arrival Time:
Friday after 5:00 p.m.
Saturday morning after 7:00 a.m.

Departure Time:
Saturday before 5:30 p.m.
Saturday after dinner
Sunday after 10:00 a.m.

Cost
$30.00 per adult
$30.00 per youth (under 21)

Late Fee
After February 8, a fee of $5.00 will apply to all adult registrants.
After February 8m fee of $5.00 will apply to all youth (under 21) 
registrants.

Cancellation Policy
The policy of the council is no refunds with special exceptions made for 
specifi c circumstances.

Questions? Contact hlisser@yahoo.com

Venturing Blast 2019
February 22-24
Camp Lowden

Wall Climbing

Fat Tire Bikes

Log Sawing

Photos from
Venturing Blast 2018
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New Scouts BSA Handbooks
Scouts BSA launched February 1, and the new Scouts BSA 

Handbook for Girls is now available at scoutshop.org and at both Scouts 
Shops in Blackhawk Area Council.

The national volunteer-led board of directors wanted to ensure 
Scouts can see themselves represented accurately in the pages, and 
having two handbooks was the most eff ective way to do that.

The photos refl ect the troop of which the Scout is a member. In 
other words, boys will see images of other boys in the Scouts BSA 
Handbook for Boys; girls will see images of other girls in the Scouts 
BSA Handbook for Girls. Content, requirements, and page numbers are 
exactly the same. All that’s diff erent is the photos.

Pinewood Derby Workshop
This is a picture of John Fiorina, one of the volunteers at the 

Rockford Scout Shop Pinewood Derby workshop, who led the event.. 
They helped design and cut 73 cars for the kids on January 12th and again 
on the 19th. Other volunteers are (L-R)Seth, Steve Zitke, Leo Vining 
(youth), Chris Vining, Thomas Beard, Tina Beard, Mark Kochanowski.

We would like to say thank you to them and the volunteers from 
Crystal Lake who cut  221 cars at their two events held on January 5th

and 12th. 

What’s New
Scout Shop
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Countdown to 
Transition

One of the most important events in the life of a Cub Scout is 
transition from Webelos Scouts into a Scouts BSA troop. But this event 
doesn’t just happen. It has to be planned well in advance.

Throughout the fi fth-grade year for a Webelos Scout, many things 
must happen, by many people. 

Webelos Scouts need to be given a samples of the troop program, 
troop leadership, advancement opportunities, and the fun and excitement 
of Scouting. The transition program affi  rms that the Webelos Scouts will 
be ready to be part of the Scouts BSA program and that they will be 
welcomed into a troop. The joint den/troop activities let him see Scout 
leadership at work and sense his own potential as a leader.

The people who are involved in the transition program are fi fth-
grade Webelos den leaders, Cubmasters, Scoutmasters and troop 
committee members, and unit commissioners.

For February...
Cubmasters

Conduct Webelos transition at pack meeting. Ensure that Webelos 
Scouts register and become Scouts.

Webelos Den Leaders for Fifth-Grade Dens
Graduate Webelos Scouts into Scouts BSA. Have outh complete 

a Scout application and register with a troop. Make Scout Handbooks 
available.

Scoutmasters
Attend the February pack meeting and assist in transition ceremony. 

Register new Scouts with the troop.

Unit Commissioners
Attend transition. Ensure that new Scouts are registered, and are 

informed of troop program and meeting schedules.
Help troops submit applications and a transition report to the 

council service center.

Now is the time troops should be prepared to welcome Webelos 
Scouts into the troop. Here are a few reminders for pack and troop 
leaders.
• Confi rm transition date, time, location, and who will be attending.
• Some troops present a neckerchief or handbook at the cross-over.
• Troops should invite parents to a special meeting to learn about the 

troop and Scouts BSA. Provide them with written information and 
calendar for the year.

• Older Scouts should be assigned as troop guides to work with the 
new patrol for the fi rst six months until they become part of an 
established patrol.

Welcome the Webelos Scouts
• Older Scouts should be assigned as instructors. This troop 

leadership role is valuable in recognizing Scouts who can teach 
a skill. It keeps them active, and can help troop meetings by 
providing multiple skill teaching which matches a Scout’s interest 
or advancement need.

• Conduct an induction ceremony within 30 days. Present the Scout 
badge. Plan it well and make it meaningful.

• Monitor participation and advancement. Make sure new Scouts are 
welcome and involved. Talk to them often.

• Give new parents simple tasks to get them involved. Make them 
feel welcome, too.

And enjoy having new Scouts in the troop!

Be Part of ScoutReach Team
ScoutReach is a team of part-time, seasoned, paraprofessionals 

who enjoy working with Cub Scouts. This group of nine dedicated 
staff  members have more than 44-years of experience in ScoutReach 
and well over 120-years of Scouting experience. Our local team was 
Nationally recognized as “Best in Class” for its program operation.

Would you like to share some of the duties of conducting 43 den 
meetings each week? You too can be dedicated, and get good at it, but 
work less than 20-hours a week. Get on-the-job training with other 
adults and a huge variety of youth.

For more information, contact Terry Nichols at the council service 
center – 815-397-0210.

Courier Labeling 
Crew

The Blackhawk Area Council would like to thank our faithful 
labeling crew -- Ed Rounds, Bill Peterson, Eric Schmidt, Paul 
Dandrea, Ron Benoy, Carol Benoy, MaryAnne Bushaw, Larry 
Swanson, and Terry Nichols. 

Join us on March 19 to label the next printed edition. We begin 
at 8:45 a.m. at the council service center and we usually fi nish in 
two hours.
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The 2019 Spring Popcorn sale information is coming soon but 
you can see dates in the list below for your unit planning purposes. All 
materials will be available for pickup by your February roundtable.

As information becomes available, you can fi nd it by navigating 
to www.blackhawkscouting.org/popcorn. You will also receive emails 
from the Council Kernel regarding information is it becomes available.

For any immediate questions, please email Dane Boudreau at dane.
boudreau@scouting.org. Thank you all for participating in the 2019 
Spring Sale!

Spring Popcorn Dates 
Announced

• Take Order forms, Money Envelopes, etc. -- February roundtables 
or by contacting your district executive

• Online Sales Open – Monday, February 25
• Show and Sell Orders Due – Monday, February 25
• Show and Sell Delivery – Friday, March 8
• Take Order Start – Saturday, March 9
• Take Orders Due/Sales End – Saturday, April 6
• Take Order Delivery – April 18-20
• Online Sales Close – Monday, April 22
• Unit Checks Deposited -- 1st week of May
• 

More information coming soon and available at 
www.blackhawkscouting.org/popcorn

Friends of Scouting
Schedule your Friends of Scouting presen-

tation today!

The 2019 Friends of Scouting annual giving campaign has begun! 
Throughout January, presenters will be trained across the council to help 
give Friends of Scouting presentations at pack Blue and Gold banquets 
and Spring Troop Courts of Honor.

Please contact your Family Friends of Scouting District Chair or 
district executive to schedule your presentation today!

We thank all of our units and donors who participate in this 
program. Without Friends of Scouting, the council would not be able 
to provide camp  updates, training, membership materials, and other 
support for leaders and programs.

For tips and more information on how to reach your Unit goal, 
please see our 2019 Unit Incentives and “Meeting Unit Goals” fl yers.on 
pages 8 and 9 of this issue of  The Blackhawk Courier

The Trainer’s EDGE
March 9, 2019

Program Center at Swanson Hill
7194 Vandiver Rd, Rockford
Check-in:  8:00 – 8:30 a.m.

Program starts promptly at 8:30 a.m.
We should be done by 4:30 p.m.

Are you currently a trainer or want to be a trainer soon? Do you give 
presentations either in Scouting or outside of Scouting? If you answered 
“yes” to any of these questions, then “The Trainer’s EDGE” is for you!

The Trainer’s EDGE will help you to develop your skills as a 
trainer/presenter. You will learn about making and using visual aids 
for your presentations, conducting a refl ecting activity, using morale 
builders in training, and much more.

Fee: $8.00. Fee includes all training program materials and 
lunch.  Payment may be made either online or via mail. Please note 
that a convenience fee of 3% will be added to your total if making 
payment online. Payment may be mailed to the council service center if 
postmarked no later than February 28, 2019. 

This course is required for all staff  members (youth and adult) of 
Okpik, NYLT, and Wood Badge.  

Please register by February 28, 2019.
Questions/comments can be sent to Gail.Scouts@yahoo.com

Scouting Wire
and Scouting Newsroom

Do you want to learn about the latest Scouting news stories as 
well as interesting stories about Scouts and Scouting.

Subscribe to either or both of these two sites for a weekly 
email.

Go to Scoutingwire.org and/or
 Scoutingnewsroom.org to sign up.
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2019 Friends of Scouting 
Pack, Troop, Crew, and Post Incentive Program

Invest in Youth. Invest in Character. Invest in Leadership.

Requirements for Incentive Levels:
A) Inform District of presenta  on date and presenter by Thursday, January 31st

B) Presenter trained by District in December or 1 on 1 with District Execu  ve

BRONZE LEVEL ACHIEVEMENT
1 YEAR OF FREE RANK ADVANCEMENTS (June 1, 2019 – May 30, 2020)

To qualify:  Achieve Unit Friends of Scouting Goal
a. Goals are running totals throughout the year. Free rank advancements will start the month 

the goal is achieved a  er June 1st.

b. **Units will receive labels designa  ng them a Free Rank Unit. Labels should be placed on 
advancement reports when “purchasing” rank badges at Scout Shops.

SILVER LEVEL ACHIEVEMENT
($10 gift card for every $150 increment over goal)

To qualify: Achieve $150 increase over goal. 1 gift card awarded per $150 increment.

**Redeemable at National Scout Stores in Rockford  and Crystal Lake
**Gift Cards earned determined by total Unit Friends of Scouting on June 3rd, 2019

GOLD LEVEL ACHIEVEMENT
PACKS: Free Pinewood Derby Cars (based on Charter Renewal # of Scouts)
Troops, Crews, and Posts: Free off season cabin rental at Canyon/Lowden

**Free rental DOES NOT INCLUDE BOEGER LODGE
To qualify: Reach Unit goal + 60% of the registered families invest in Friends of Scouting. I.E. 100 families, 60 gifts.

MATCHING GIFTS
1) Pledges must be PAID for companies to match gifts. Company matches will not be 

recognized on Unit goals until the corresponding personal pledge is paid and the 
match can be received.

2) You can fi nd a list of matching gift companies at the web address in the footer.

www.blackhawkscouting.org/donate
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2019 Friends of Scouting 
Invest in Youth. Invest in Character. Invest in Leadership.

Pack, Troop, Crew, and Post
How to reach our Unit goal and what does the goal mean?

Goal Creation 
Annually, your District staff  and volunteer fi nance committee create goals for each Pack, Troop, and Crew for Friends of Scouting. These goals 

are determined by taking the cost of funding one Scout by the Council for one-year ($180) X number of families in the Unit at end of year X 60% (the 
average number of attendees at your presentation. 

This represents your goal. At that time, your goal may be adjusted slightly based on previous year(s) results from presentations, as well as previous 
Scouting family enrollment. In other words, we try to keep it fair for all included to reach their goals.

We develop these goals to go along with our “Unit Incentive Program” where met goals can result in Free Rank Advancements, pinewood cars, 
gift cards and more for your Unit.

 How do we meet our Unit goal?
1) Hold a Family Friends of Scou  ng Presenta  on at your Blue & Gold Banquet or Court of Honor

a. Your Unit leadership will be contacted by a District volunteer or staff  member to schedule this presenta  on. 
We will train a volunteer to come and deliver a presenta  on during your event to give all families an 
opportunity to par  cipate in the giving program and explain where the money goes.

2) Council Email Invites to your group

a. If your Unit provides an email invite list to the Council Marke  ng Director, they will send a nice email 
invi  ng them to your event, including a link to online dona  ons, a link to the Friends of Scou  ng video, 
and providing more informa  on prior to the presenta  on on your behalf.

b. Excel List is preferred but any is acceptable. Send to beth.costa@scou  ng.org 

3) Unit Online Dona  on Pla  orm

a. Every Unit that holds a presenta  on will be given a unique link to an online dona  on pla  orm. This can be 
used at any  me throughout the year and during the presenta  on if a family is more comfortable dona  ng 
online. This allows the gi  s from your families to be credited to your Unit goal and will be included with 
any email invites.

4) Facebook Fundraiser through Blackhawk Area Council

a. Through the Blackhawk Area Council Facebook page, any person can set up an online fundraiser through 
Facebook for fun, birthdays, anniversary, etc. and designate the recipient be the Blackhawk Area Council. 
This is a great way to get gi  s from others not in Scou  ng. The total raised from such fundraisers will be 
credited to the Unit whose family the fundraiser belongs to.
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www.blackhawkscouting.org/megasavingssale 

NEW PRODUCT SALE OFFERING 2018-19 MegaSavings Discount 
Book Product Sale for Rockford and McHenry County  

(Formally known as “Camp Cards”) 
 
For the last three years, the Blackhawk Area Council has offered Units and Scouts the 
opportunity to sell “Camp Cards” in the Rockford and McHenry County areas. After your 

feedback throughout these sales, we are excited to 
announce an upgrade to the camp card sale that will 
allow for a greater commission to the Scout or Unit 
and Council, and a more feasible timeframe for the 
sale to help better serve our Units and Scouts. 
 
The Council has begun a partnership with 
MegaSavings to provide a discount BOOK that has 
discounts valued over $1,000 at MANY main stores 
such as Jewel, Dick’s Sporting Goods, McDonalds, and 

MUCH MORE. There will be two book versions available as of December that Units and Scouts 
will be able to sell on a consignment basis. Meaning, if you don’t sell them, you can give them 
back at no cost to your Unit or Scout. 
 
Additionally, the larger book will be sold for $30 with $15 going back to the Scout and the 
smaller book for $20 with $10 going back to the Scout. The remaining revenue will go to 
paying for the cost of the books and supporting Council and District programs. 
 
Lastly, the Council is offering this sale starting December 1st on a first come, first serve basis. 
All groups will have the opportunity to sell at any time between December 2018 and July 2019. 
The only stipulation will be payment to the Council within 90 days of your consignment 
contract.  
 
EXAMPLE 1: If you pick up books on December 1st, you must return payment and any extra 
books by March 1st. At that time, you may continue to sell and/or get more books from the 
Council. 
 
EXAMPLE 2: If you pick up books on January 1st, you have until April 1st to return. 
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MegaSavings Product Sale Frequently Asked Questions (F.A.Q.) 

What is the risk/benefit to our Pack, Troop, Crew, Post and Scouts? 
There is NO RISK to your Unit or Scouts. All books returned within the 90-day period (unopened and 

undamaged) will be returned to Council at no cost. 
 

***Most current Unit fundraisers such as wreath sales, candy bars, mulch, etc. require an 
upfront cost to the Unit at a smaller commission. 

 

Where are the books available? 
The books will be available for the Wanchanagi (Winnebago and Boone Counties) and Sycamore (Greater 
McHenry County) Districts. The $30 version is only available as Rockford is a new territory for the company. A
$30 book will be available for Winnebago and Boone for 2020 sales. 
 

Who can sell? 
Any Pack, Troop, Crew or Post and Registered Scout can participate in the sale. You may either sign up as a 
group or individual Scouts may sell on their own. 
 

When can we reserve books? 
You can reserve the books NOW by filling out the “MegaSavings Unit Commitment Form” attached and also 
located at www.blackhawkscouting.org/megasavingssale 
 

When does the sale begin? 
All books will be available for pickup and sale as of December 1st, 2018 from your local Scout service center b
contacting your District Staff member. First come, first serve basis. 
 

How long does the sale run? 
The MegaSavings book contains discounts that last through December 2019. Scouts can sell at any time 
between December 1, 2018 and December 1, 2019. You decide what’s best for your group and Scouts. 
 

What is the commission on each book? 
McHenry County Version: $30 sale cost/book = $15 commission to Scout/Unit and $15 to Council 
Winnbago and Boone Version: $20 sale cost/book = $10 commission to Scout/Unit and $10 to Council 
 
Example: Scout sells 50 books at $30 or total of $1,500. Scout keeps $750 and $750 Due to Council. 
 

When are the commissions and books due back to Council? 
Within 90 days of receiving your books, the Unit or Scout will be required to turn in any earnings (less 
commission) to Council. Then, they can take more books or continue to sell any remaining books. 
 
We hope you will consider joining us for our 2018-19 MegaSavings sale opportunity to rais

To fi nd the full list of each book’s sponsors (coupons), go to
BlackhawkScouting.org/MegaSavings
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Our Mission: 
“To provide ongoing fi nancial support for Scouting programs in the Blackhawk Area Council.”

Our Vision:
“To ensure that Scouting in the Blackhawk Area Council is gratis from perennial, fi nancial constraints in perpetuity.”

Council Contacts
For information regarding planned giving, please contact Joe Geraghty, VP of Planned Giving, or Dane Boudreau, Field Director.

Read about all of our giving programs below. Application forms for 
James E. West Fellowship and Second Century Society are available in the 
BlackhawkScouting.org.

James E. West Fellowship
Become part of James E. West Fellowship:
For gifts to local councils that are designated to a council endowment 

fund. There are four levels to James E. West Fellowship:
$1,000  –  Bronze Member Level
$5,000  –  Silver Member Level
$10,000 –  Gold Member Level
$15,000 –  Diamond Member Level
 Other than helping Scouting continue forever, what do I receive for 

being a James E. West Fellow? 
**All awards provided by the Blackhawk Area Council once the 

application and donation are received.

Gifts at the $5,000, $10,000, and $15,000 levels may be cumulative. 
Also, individuals and corporations may designate these gifts in honor or 
memory of others. Lastly, you may add to your total gift level at any time.

We Thank All of You Who Are Currently James E. West Fellows 
With The Blackhawk Area Council!

Become part of The Second Century Society
For outright gifts payable over a fi ve-year period or deferred gifts of 

$100,000 or more to local councils, the BSA Foundation, high-adventure 
bases, or any BSA entity. These gifts may be for operating, capital, or 
endowment. The four levels are:

$25,000 Member Level
$100,000 Member Level
$500,000 Member Level
$1,000,000 Member Level
Other than helping Scouting continue forever, what do I receive for 

being a member of The Second Century Society? 
**All awards provided by the Blackhawk Area Council once the 

application and donation are received.

Donors making $100,000-plus outright gifts are designated 
“Members with Distinction” and donors making $500,000-plus deferred 
gifts are designated “Legacy Members.” These groups also receive special 
recognition and opportunities. There are also new “Lifetime Investor” 
levels starting at $500,000.

How can YOU help us make Scouting last forever?

Other Ways to Support Your 
Council

Securities and Other Assets,
Stock Options, Wills and Bequests,

IRAs and Reirement Plans, Life Insurance,  
Gift Annuities, Charitable Lead Trusts

Finance
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Make a Gift That
Lasts a Lifetime

Have you ever thought about a fi nancial gift to Scouting that lasts a 
lifetime? In addition to donating to Friends of Scouting each year, which 
is absolutely necessary for the council to operate; there are other ways to 
donate that will create a fi nancial pipeline in perpetuity for our council 
and Scouting programs and help us “Scout Our Future.”

It is our Council Endowment Committee’s goal to be able to fund 
all of our council program expenses through the interest generated 
from our Council Endowment. This goal is not something that can be 
completed in a single year, but a goal our entire Scouting community 
must take on together to achieve.

Specifi cally,
Our Mission: “To provide ongoing fi nancial support for Scouting 
programs in the Blackhawk Area Council”

Our Vision: “To ensure that Scouting in the Blackhawk Area Council 
is gratis from perennial, fi nancial constraints in perpetuity”

So What Is an Endowment?
An endowment is a fund held to provide interest and dividend 

earnings for the benefi t of a charitable cause. Ultimately, it is a life 
preserver that generates income each and every year for our council. 
With a gift to the Council Endowment Fund, you are supporting Scouting 
throughout your lifetime and beyond.  

Unlike Friends of Scouting, your donations are held in a restricted 
fund, meaning only the interest and dividends earned from your gift can 
be used for council support each year. What this means is that if our 
endowment grows large enough, the Blackhawk Area Council will be 
able to improve its programs, cut costs for programs, and overall be free 
from the constraints of fi nancial hardships.

There are several recognitions for Endowment gifts and diff erent 
types of gifts that can be accepted such as cash, estate gifts, charitable 
remainder trusts, and much more. I invite you to read more about this 
great way to make a lifetime impact to the Blackhawk Area Council by 
visiting www.blackhawkscouting.org/scoutingourfuture

Should you have an interest in donating to our Endowment or 
have questions, please contact me anytime at 815-397-0210 or dane.
boudreau@scouting.org and I will be happy to assist.

Dane Boudreau
Field Director

dane.boudreau@scouting.org

Blackhawk Area Council
James E. West Pledge Card

Please choose a level of commitment: 
       ____$1000   ____$5000  ____$10,000  ____ $15,000 
Donor Information and Affi  liation:        
In Memory/Honor of __________________________________
Name  _____________________________________________
Pledge Signature _____________________________________
Address _____________________________________________ 
City ___________________________________  State  ______   
Zip ______________ 
Email ___________________________________
Date _______________________ 

_____ NEW - James E West   _____ EXISTING: Please add to 
my James E West Account
_____ Send Me Information on Endowment Events
_____ Send Me Information on Endowment giving - Gifts can be   

given over a period of time.
_____ Send Me Information on Will Services

Method of Payment and Billing Schedule:
_____ Cash
_____ Check # _______ ______
  (Make payable to Blackhawk Area Council)
_____ Visa  _____ Master Charge  _____ American Express
_____  Credit Card # _______________________________   
Exp. Date ______________
_____  Bill Me: _____ Monthly  _____ Quarterly  _____ 
Annually ______

Name on Card _______________________________________   
CSV# _______

Guide to Safe Scouting
“Be safe” is one of the watch words of Scouting. According to 

Chief Scout Executive Michael Surbaugh, “the BSA is committed to 
safety.” He charges each of us to commit ourselves to creating a safe and 
healthy learning environment. It behooves all of us to keep this charge 
in mind every time our Scouts get together. The Scout’s parents entrust 
their children to our care and expect them to be safe, secure, healthy, 
and happy.

Our defi nitive guide to safety in all of our Scouting activities is 
the Guide to Safe Scouting. It has a great deal of information on a wide 
range of topics. Every Scouter should be familiar with this guide and 
should check it regularly.

The Guide to Safe Scouting can be found at http://www.scouting.
org/Healtandsafety/GSS.aspx.

The online version is updated quarterly. A PDF version is also 
available for download.

Be sure to check the guide for the latest changes before any outing 
or event.

Not all learning happens in the classroom. We are 
equipping young Americans for life.
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2019 PTC Registration Is Open!
Visit the national volunteer training center for the Boy Scouts of 

America with over fi fty diff erent week-long conferences. Since 1950, 
the Philmont Training Center has provided a unique environment for 
training volunteers and professionals, creating leaders, and hosting 
family friendly adventures. Conferences feature the latest tools, 
techniques, audiovisuals, discussions, idea-sharing, and activities led by 
a faculty of experienced Scouters selected by the National Council.

Philmont Family Adventure
Is Back!

Now Available for Four Weeks!!!
Philmont Family Adventure is a chance to experience Philmont 

Scout Ranch like never before! Open to all registered members of 
the BSA and their families, you will have the chance to participate in 
incredible activities off ered by Philmont and make memories with your 
family that will last a lifetime.

You can select for 4–day or week-long (7 days) adventures. Go to 
Philmont Family Adventure.org for details and to register.

Stacey Dunphy has joined 
the team as our Controller/CFO.  
Stacey is responsible for the 
administration and fi scal oversight 
of the council budget and fi scal 
operations. Stacey comes to 
us with a wealth of knowledge 
from Clifton and Larson where 
she specialized in non-profi t and 
municipal audits.

Stacey is married and has a 
beautiful one-year daughter.

New Staff 
We  have some new faces on the council staff  that we are excited 

to announce.

Please welcome Stacey to the Blackhawk team at Stacey.dunphy@
scouting.org

Sherrie Lindsey is new to the 
staff  and is serving as the council’s 
Special Projects Manager.  In 
Sherrie's role, she works directly 
with the Scout Executive on 
projects such as United for 
Youth administration, fi scal 
administration support, and many 
other high-level organizational 
projects on the council level. Sherry 
has a very diverse background as 
she has owned and operated 12

retail stores throughout Northeast Illinois and Iowa.
Sherrie is married and has two young children.
Please welcome Sherrie to the Blackhawk team at sherrie.lindsey@

scouting.org.

Laura Cullotta is new to the 
team, serving as the Development 
Executive in the Sycamore (McHenry 
County) Distict. In Laura’s role she 
will be responsible for raising the 
appropriate amount of funds to grow 
Scouting in McHenry County. Laura 
is well versed in the Scouting program 
as she has been a volunteer in the 
program, a proud parent of an Eagle 
Scout, and has been very active in the 
community already raising money for 

the Scouting program. Previously, Laura was a business owner, 
and community leader. We are thrilled to have Laura’s leadership and 
community knowledge put to use in McHenry County.

Laura has two children and resides in the Woodstock area with her 
offi  ce being located out of the Crystal Lake Field Service Center.

Please welcome Laura to the Blackhawk team at laura.cullotta@
scouting.org.
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Save the Date for the
2019 Religious Retreat

Camp Lowden
September 13-15, 2019

The fi rst planning meeting will be Thursday, March 28, 2019, at 7 
p.m. at Trinity Lutheran Church in Rockford.

Plan to join us.  
Look for more information in future editions of the Blackhawk 

Courier and council Web site.

Religious Emblems
 P.R.A.Y. (Programs of Religious Activities for Youth) notifi es 
the council of religious emblems earned by Protestant, Jewish, 
and other faiths, but not those earned by Roman Catholic youth.
 If you have a son who has earned any religious emblem, 
please complete the form below and send to  Blackhawk Area 
Council, 2820 McFarland Road, Rockford IL 61107 OR email to 
BACCourier@juno.com. Thank you.

Name _______________________________________________

Name of Emblem ______________________________________

Church Name ________________________________________

Church Location ______________________________________
  
   __________________________________________________

Pack     Troop      Crew     # ______________

Catholic Religious Emblems
Classes for Catholic Awards

We will be starting classes for both Ad Altare Dei, and Pope Pius 
XII (grades 7-12) this May in Rockford and possibly AAD in April in 
the Woodstock/Huntley area.  Please contact me with interest.

Catholic Committee on Scouting
 Looking for Counselors

The Catholic Committee on Scouting is looking for more counselors 
to help teach the Boy Scouting awards.

If you are interested, please contact me. We are looking for 
counselors in all districts.

Check Out the National Website 
Information about all religious emblems for all Catholic youth can 

be found at  nccs-bsa.org.
Cindy Chiodini

815-543-8404
chiodinix5@comcast.net

Visit P.R.A.Y.’s
 New Website 

P.R.A.Y. has launched a new dynamic and informational website 
which includes a BSA page, www.praypub.org/bsa. Many valuable 
resources for staff  and volunteers can be found here on religious emblem 
coordinators, faith based initiatives, and direct links to the awards for all 
faiths recognized in Duty to God programming. Please take the time to 
become acquainted with these online resources. We encourage you to 
share them with others. 

Calling All Religious Emblems 
Coordinators

It’s Time to Promote Duty to God
and Religious Emblems 

Blackhawk Area Council
Pinewood Derby

April 13-14, 2019

Welcome to the 45th Annual Council Pinewood Derby sponsored by the Blackhawk Area Council, BSA, 
in cooperation with Pecatonica High School

Complete rules and regulations can be found at BlackhawkScouting.org/pinewood_derby
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Light of Christ
 and Parvuli Dei

The purpose of the Light of Christ 
emblem is to help the Cub Scout develop 
a personal relationship with Jesus. The 
purpose of the Parvuli Dei (Children 

of God) emblem is to help young boys 
explore a wide range of activities in 

order to discover the presence of God 
in their daily lives as members of their 

families and parishes, and also to develop 
a good, positive self-image through the 

contributions they can make to the group 
or community. With the parents' active 

assistance and participation in these 
programs, it is hoped that the Cubscout 
will come to see Jesus as a real person 

and his friend.

Light of Christ Recipients: Giovanni Foti, Thomas Haugen , Carter Finn, Quentin Chuchna and Landan Finn

Parvuli Dei Recipients: Braylon Rimkus, Brysen Woehler, Frankie Haney, Tommy Roum, Mason Kirschbaum and Henry Nielsen

Scout Sunday 2019
Cathedral of St. Peter

Pack 37 and Troop 37 Awards

Rosary Series
The Rosary Series focuses on the Mysteries of the Holy Rosary and How to Pray the Rosary. This is an opportunity for youth and adults to learn 
more about their faith.
Recipients: Adrian Patlan, Asher Gomez, Augustine Patlan, Daniel Skrzypczynski, Dominic Tongue, John Winkelman, Miquel Consuelos, Noah 
Wirtjes, Sam Wirtjes, Samuel Satterlee, Harold Wirtjes, Lara Skrzypczynski, Chris Weickert and Bill Peterson
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Scouts w
ho received religious em

blem
s at C

athedral of St. Peter on Scout Sunday
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 PINEWOOD DERBY ENTRY FORM 
 Please Print All Information

District ____________  Town/City __________________________________         Pack_________________

RACE ENTRY CATEGORY          CUB SCOUT’S NAME (PLEASE PRINT) RACE DATE & TIME
 Do not write in these columns

1st Grade Winner                     ___________________________________________________     __________  __________
1st Grade Runner-Up               ___________________________________________________ __________ __________

2nd Grade Winner                    ___________________________________________________ __________ __________
2nd Grade Runner-Up              ___________________________________________________ __________ __________
3rd Grade Winner                     ___________________________________________________ __________ __________

3rd Grade Runner-Up               ___________________________________________________ __________ __________
4th Grade Winner                     ___________________________________________________ __________ __________

4th Grade Runner-Up               ___________________________________________________ __________ __________
5th Grade Winner                     ___________________________________________________ __________ __________

5th Grade Runner-Up               ___________________________________________________ __________ __________
Lion #1                                  __________________________________________________  

Lion #2                                 __________________________________________________

 DESIGN DATE & TIME
1st Grade Design                      __________________________________________________ __________ __________
2nd Grade Design                     __________________________________________________ __________ __________
3rd Grade Design                     __________________________________________________ __________ __________
4th Grade Design                     __________________________________________________ __________ __________
5th Grade Design                     __________________________________________________ __________ __________

Total Number of Entries:   _____________ (Max. of 17) OFFICIAL USE ONLY

 NO DUPLICATION OF ENTRIES

I CERTIFY THAT THE CARS ENTERED BY THE ABOVE CUB SCOUTS AND WEBELOS SCOUTS HAVE PASSED THE PACK 
INSPECTION FOR COMFORMANCE TO ALL RULES AND REGULATIONS SPECIFIED FOR THE B.A.C. PINEWOOD DERBY. 

           _____________________________________________                                                  _________________________
        Pack Race Chairman or Cubmaster Signature        Date

NAME _______________________________________________________________________   ___ Race Chairman ___ Cubmaster (check)
ADDRESS ____________________________________________________________________________________________
CITY, STATE, ZIP _____________________________________________________________________________________

PHONE ________-_______-_______________    
 (Area code)      

  RACE STARTING TIMES AND DATE WILL BE SENT TO THE ABOVE ADDRESS 

Mail Entry Form to:  Blackhawk Area Council - Pinewood Derby, 2820 McFarland Road, Rockford, IL 61107
Check One:
  _____ Take from our account:     ___ $45.00 (before/on March 18, 2019) or    ___ $90.00 (after March 18, 2019)
  _____ Pack Entry Fee Enclosed: ___ $45.00 (before/on March 18, 2019) or     ___ $90.00 (after March 18, 2019

 Pack Volunteer (to help at the council derby) Name ______________________________________________
 Phone # ___________________________ (See section explaining Pack Volunteer(s)
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Pinewood Derby Car
Order Form

Now is the time to order your pack’s pinewood derby cars. Please order at least two 
weeks before you need the cars. You can order by mail, phone (815-637-6180), or email at 
rockfordscoutshop@scouting.org.

Pinewood Derby Car Order Form
Pack # __________    District ____________________________

____ Pinewood Derby Cars @ $4.99 each  = $_________
____ Derby String Pennants @ $2.99  = $________
____ Participation Ribbons @ $6.99 (package of 10) each  = $____________
____ Ribbons (12/package with 4 each of 1st Place, 2nd Place, and 3rd Place)
       @ $8.49   = $________ 
____ Yellow Race Offi  cial Ribbons $6.99 (package of 10) each = $ _______
    Total of Order = $____________
____ Tungsten weights (cubes/rounds) @ $15.99  = $ ___________
____ Tungsten Putty@ $7.99 = $ ______
____ Tungstsen Canapy @ $15.99 = $ _______
____ Flat weights @ $3.99 each pkg. = $3.99
____ Pinewood Derby Wedge Pre-Cut @ $3.49 each = $ ________
____ Pinewood Derby Paint Set (blacklight, glow in the dark) Each @ $7.99 = $ ___
____ Piinewood Derby Trophies (Bronze, Silver, Gold) @ $8.99 each = $ _______
 Total _______ items = $ ________________

Trophies, display cases, and plaques are also available. Contact the Rockford 
Scout Shop at 815-637-6180 or the Crystal Lake Scout Shop at 815-479-0615 for 
details and prices.

Send to:
Name _______________________________________________________________
Address _____________________________________________________________
City ___________________________________ State _______ ZIP ______________

Method of Payment:
Check enclosed ____ Unit account ____ Credit card _______
Circle one: Visa,  MasterCard, American Express, or Discover________
Card #__________________________________________ Exp. ________________
Signature ____________________________________________

Mail to Blackhawk Area Council, 2820 McFarland Road, Rockford IL 61107
  Attention: Pinewood Derby Order

Welcome Lion Racers
We welcome the Lions to participate in the 

Council Pinewood Derby this year. Since this age 
group presents some new challenges for this event, 
the Pinewood Derby Committee has thought long and 
hard about the best way to accommodate this group. 
The following information applies to the Lions 
group only.

Rules and Specifi cations
The council rules and regulations for the 

construction of the car will apply, with one exception. 
Due to the age of this group, the Lions will be allowed 
to purchase a pre-made body rather than having to 
start with the uncut block. The Scout Shop is currently 
selling a pre-cut “wedge,” which will be allowed. All 
other rules and regulations regarding wheels, axles, 
height, weight, etc. will apply.

Registration
Up to two Lions from each pack may be 

registered to race at the council event. However, we 
will be racing all the Lions together on one track – 
they will not be divided into Winner or Runner Up 
tracks. If two Lions are entered from one pack, we will 
be sure not to race them together.

Note that Lions will not participate in the Best 
Design contest during this fi rst year. Inclusion of 
Lions in Best Design judging is being considered for 
future years, but the fi rst year of Lions participation 
will include racing only.

Race Day Arrival
When your pack arrives to distribute their cars, 

give your Lion(s) their car and direct them to the 
Lions racing area. The Lions will register, have their 
car inspected, and proceed directly to race as soon as 
the track is free and other racers are available. Lions 
will not have predefi ned racing times, but instead 
proceed in the order in which they arrive at the Lions 
racing area.

Racing Format 
Lions will race in groups of 3, racing once down 

each lane of the track, with winners for the heat 
determined using a point system as with the older 
Scouts. For the Lions, however, the winners will not 
be racing multiple heats and advancing through an 
extended bracket format. The Lions will race only one 
heat of 3 races, and will be immediately awarded with 
1st, 2nd, and 3rd places awards for their race.

Post-racing
After the Lions have concluded their racing, they 

are free to leave or to remain and participate in any of 
the other event activities (watching Packmates race, 
visiting the concession stand, viewing the pinewood 
car collection, racing on the 100' long track, etc.).
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2019
SUMMIT BECHTEL RESERVE

JUL 22-AUG 2

GET CONNECTED

ARE YOU READY FOR THE
ADVENTURE OF A LIFETIME?

www.wsj2019.us
facebook.com/wsj2019usa

REGISTRATION FEES

$2,500

FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT wsj2019.us/faq/

The World Scout Jamboree is about Friendship, Fun, and Adventure. 
If you like to make friends, learn, and experience new things, this is 
the place for you! With 50,000 Scouts from 169 countries living 
side-by-side, you’ll participate in a global community and will 
meet amazing people faster than you can imagine. Don’t miss 
what will surely be the largest Scout celebration in the world! *Denotes pricing for 
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Scout PodCasts for February 2-19
Each months ScoutCasts address important issues faced by Scouters in packs and troops. You can listen to these PodCasts by going to www.

scouting.org/scoutcast.aspx.
Archived previous PodCasts are also available at the same site. 
Take a few moments of your commute — just 10 to 15 minutes a month — to make yourself a more-informed Scouter.With the BSA’s triple-threat 

lineup of monthly podcasts — CubCast and ScoutCast — you’ll be the smartest Scouter in your pack, troop, crew, or post.
All this for the low, low price of free!

CubCast  

What Is a Scouter
A Scouter is one who knows it’s not about them 

but about the youth we serve, who knows it’s not about 
building campfi res in the rain and tying square knots but 
it is about sharing leadership skills and opportunity with 
others, who knows that Scouting is not perfect but is a safe 
environment for youth to learn lifelong skills, who knows 
we are blessed by the opportunity of doing our small part 
to support the Scouting movement.

ScoutCast

Scouts BSA
The Scouts BSA program launch is just a few weeks away and the 

excitement surrounding this historic moment is building. Work is well 
underway across the country to start new troops for girls so they can 
experience Scouting like never before. 

You can visit BeAScout.org to fi nd a Scouts BSA troop in your 
area. 

If you are a leader who is starting a Scouts BSA troop, we’ve put 
together a Join Night presentation that is a great resource to help you 
market and grow your troop. The heavy lifting is done and all you need 
to do is customize for your troop. 

Thanks for helping ensure we have a successful Scouts BSA launch 
and thanks for being on the forefront with us during this exciting time.

How to Transition From Webelos Scouts to 
Scouts BSA When There Are No Troops

Your all-girl Webelos den is getting ready to transition into a Scouts 
BSA troop, but because troops for girls are only just now forming, 
what’s a leader to do? Usually, we search high and low for someone with 
lots of experience on our topic, but because Scouts BSA troops for girls 
are brand new, we don’t have a seasoned veteran we can call upon to 
share past experiences. So Amy Hutcherson steps to the other side of the 
microphone to help us fi gure it out. Amy is a seasoned Webelos leader of 
an all-boy den and is very familiar with the Webelos-to-Scout transition. 
And as a membership growth specialist, she has just the expertise we 
need! 

Training: Why You Need it and
How to Get It

This episode is all about training. We’re talking with seasoned 
Scouting veteran Dan Maxfi eld about why it’s important, how to get 
trained, and everything you need to know about training. Whether 
you’re new to Scouting or have been around the Scouting block a time 
or two, you’ll be left wondering, “With so many training opportunities 
available and all the fun and innovative ways to get that training, why 
didn’t I get trained sooner?”
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Klondike Derby 2019
It is with sincere gratitude that I take this opportunity to thank our well-trained leaders, prepared Scouts, and volunteers for an amazing 2019 

Klondike! 
Nearly 400 Scouts and leaders attended this event, despite the chilly weather.  Your Scout spirit is amazing! I was privileged to make memories 

with so many familiar and new faces. As I told everyone during the closing ceremonies, “it snowed at Camp Lowden on Thursday, Friday, and today….
this event was meant to happen for our council!”

Speaking of our council, we are all so fortunate to be part of the Blackhawk Area Council. This year’s Klondike was made possible by our 
executive, district, and unit leadership. In addition, Klondike staff  leadership roles were represented by all districts within the council. Proof  that the 
power of a team can produce signifi cant results.

There were thousands of pictures taken during the event by our staff  photographer. I found it diffi  cult to pick just a few to share with anyone not 
able to attend, but here are some captured moments that I think we can all say tells the story. Smiles! The most common piece of feedback I received 
were the smiles seen on the faces of all our Scouts. If this is our measurement of success, I give you all an A+.

Until the next Klondike, be comfortably cool my fellow Scouters!
Yours in Scouting,

Matthew Ewertowski
2019 Klondike Chairman

Snow Centipede

Tomahawk Throw

Emergency Response
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More Klondike Derby 
photos

Council News

Sled Race

Sled Race

Patrol on sled race
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Scouting Teaches Life Skills
Scouting also provides youth with skills that help them cope with 

any situation. Youth say Scouting has taught them to:
• Always give their best eff ort, •     Always be honest,
• Treat others with respect, •     Set goals,
• Stay physically fi t,   •      Take care of the
            environment

Reporter Patch
 The Scout News Reporter program recognizes those individuals 
who contact a news media or send them a news release, which in 
turn gets a positive Scouting story or photo published in an approved 
publication (see list on application form)
 Do you have Scouts who like to write? If so, they might want to 
learn about the Reporters Patch which is now available.
 All Scouts – Cub Scouts, Scouts BSA, Venturers, Explorers, 
Learning for Life participants – may earn this award. Complete 
requirements and details are available on the council Web site,
www.blackhawkscouting.org/Courier
 The application form is Reporter Patch Form 2012.pdf. There is 
also a Reporters Patch Guide.pdf to help you plan and organize your 
story.
 Earn a Reporters Patch!
 For further information, go online to blackhawkscouting.org.

Guide to Safe Scouting
“Be safe” is one of the watch words of Scouting. According to 

Chief Scout Executive Michael Surbaugh, “the BSA is committed to 
safety.” He charges each of us to commit ourselves to creating a safe and 
healthy learning environment. It behooves all of us to keep this charge 
in mind every time our Scouts get together. The Scout’s parents entrust 
their children to our care and expect them to be safe, secure, healthy, 
and happy.

Our defi nitive guide to safety in all of our Scouting activities is 
the Guide to Safe Scouting. It has a great deal of information on a wide 
range of topics. Every Scouter should be familiar with this guide and 
should check it regularly.

The Guide to Safe Scouting can be found at http://www.scouting.
org/Healtandsafety/GSS.aspx.

The online version is updated quarterly. A PDF version is also 
available for download.

Be sure to check the guide for the latest changes before any outing 
or event.

The Ideals of Scouting—
More Than Mere Words

From Advancement News – September-October 2018

Every Scouting activity moves our youth toward our basic objectives 
of character development, citizenship training, leadership, and mental 
and physical fi tness. We achieve mission fulfi llment using the methods 
of Scouting: Scouting’s ideals, the patrols, the outdoors, advancement, 
personal growth, adult association, leadership development, and the 
uniform. None of these methods are goals by themselves. They are 
merely methods that we use. But they all work together, and they all 
reinforce and enhance each other.

For example, we will have greater advancement if we make proper 
use of the ideals of Scouting. The ideals of Scouting are the Scout Oath, 
the Scout Law, the Scout motto ("Be prepared"), and the Scout slogan 
("Do a good turn daily").

Positions of responsibility, Good Turns, and going camping are all 
advancement requirements. Showing Scout spirit is part of all the rank 
requirements. We show Scout spirit by relating how we are living by the 
Scout Oath and Scout Law. So, how are some ways these elements can 
work together in our Scouting activities?

At every meeting the Scouts, either during an opening or a closing 
ceremony, recite the Oath and Law. During the meeting, because a 
“Scout is obedient,” when the senior patrol leader raises his hand in the 
Scout sign, everyone responds by raising the sign and becoming quiet. 
Before the SPL sends the patrols  off  to patrol corners, they will remind 
the patrol leaders that at every meal on the campout someone will be 
asked to say grace because a “Scout is reverent.” During the patrol 
corners, each patrol leader might begin by saying, “Because a ‘Scout 
is prepared,’ we need to get our plans ready for this month’s campout.”

Later, on that campout they might say, “Because a ‘Scout is 
helpful,’ we all need to work together to clean up our camp site,” while 
the senior patrol leader encourages everyone to work together because 
a “Scout is cheerful.”

In these and countless other ways, the troop can incorporate these 
ideals into its Scouting activities and individual Scouts make them part 
of their daily lives. Doing so helps the Scouts with their advancement 
requirements while making sure that the troop activities remain fun for 
everyone.

By making sure Scouting’s ideals are an integral part of your unit’s 
program, you will increase advancement. By reinforcing them at every 
Scoutmaster’s conference for a Scout preparing to advance in rank, you 
will increase retention and further advancement. With Scouting ideals as 
the bulwark of your unit’s program, you will fulfi ll Scouting’s mission.

What Is a Scouter
A Scouter is one who knows it’s not about them but about the 

youth we serve, who knows it’s not about building campfi res in 
the rain and tying square knots but it is about sharing leadership 
skills and opportunity with others, who knows that Scouting is not 
perfect but is a safe environment for youth to learn lifelong skills, 
who knows we are blessed by the opportunity of doing our small 
part to support the Scouting movement.
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Get Connected with “Bryan On Scouting”
Bryan on Scouting is a great source of the good news in Scouting! An off -shoot of Scouting magazine, you will fi nd the stories and 

videos very hip, often inspirational, and full of great tips. Plus there are often prizes and contests – Bryan has it all!
It is well worth the read! Join the “Tuesday Talkback” where Bryan poses a question about Scouting in action and asks for your thoughts 

on it.
Follow this link – Bryan on Scouting – and you can sign up for email alerts on what he has posted about that day. It’s good stuff !

Get Connected with “Bryan On Scouting”G C i “ O S i ”
Bryan on Scouting is a great source of the good news in Scouting! An off -shoot of Scoutingf  magazine, you will fi nd the stories and g

videos very hip, often inspirational, and full of great tips. Plus there are often prizes and contests – Bryan has it all!
It is well worth the read! Join the “Tuesday Talkback” where Bryan poses a question about Scouting in action and asks for your thoughts

on it.
Follow this link – Bryan on Scouting–  – and you can sign up for email alerts on what he has posted about that day. It’s good stuff !

Attitude
The longer I live, the more I realize the impact of attitude 

on life. Attitude, to me, is more important than facts. It is more 
important than the past, than education, than money, than 
circumstances, than failures, than successes, than what other 
people think or say or do. It is more important than appearance, 
giftedness, or skill. It will make or break an organization...a 
church...a home.

The remarkable thing is we have a choice every day regarding 
the attitude we will embrace for that day. We cannot change our 
past. We cannot change the fact that people will act in a certain 
way. We cannot change the inevitable. The only thing we can do is 
play on the one string we have, and that is our attitude.

I am convinced that life is 10% what happens to me and 90% 
how I react to it. And so it is with you. We are in charge of our 
attitudes.

Charles Swindoll

Journey to Excellence
Service Hours Reporting

 You can now enter your unit’s service hours at www.Scouting.org/
awards/journeyto excellence. Look for the “Service Project” area of the 
screen. There you will fi nd the link to log your unit’s service hours, 
information for fi rst time users, ideas and tips for a successful service 
project.
 To enter your unit’s service hours, click on “service hours Web 
site.” Choose “New User Click Here” or enter in your unit’s existing 
username and password. Users can still use www.goodturnforamerica.
org and they will be redirected to the new data collection site. If you 
have any questions, please contact the council service center at 815-397-
0210.
 Volunteers with a MyScouting account can also reach the Journey 
to Excellence service hours Web site by clicking on the Journey to 
Excellence Information link on the left side of the screen in the “Council 
Tools” section. Once you click the link, you will be directed to www.
Scouting.org/awards/journeytoexcellence and can follow the same 
procedures as listed above.
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Eagle Palms
After successfully completing your Eagle Scout board of review 

on or after August 1, 2017 and being validated as an Eagle Scout by 
the National Service Center, you will be entitled to receive an Eagle 
Palm for each additional fi ve merit badges you have completed before 
your Eagle Scout board of review beyond those required for Eagle. In 
addition, all current Scouts who completed their Eagle board of review 
and who had not passed their 18th birthday before August 1, 2017, are 
entitled as well. For these Palms only, it will not be necessary for you to 
complete the requirements stated below.

After becoming an Eagle Scout and receiving the Eagle Palms 
you were entitled to, you may earn additional Palms by completing the 
following requirements:
1. Be active in the Boy Scouts of America for at least three months 

after becoming an Eagle Scout or after the last Palm was earned. *
2. Since earning the Eagle Scout rank or your last Eagle Palm, 

demonstrate Scout spirit by living the Scout Oath and Scout Law. 
Tell how you have done your duty to God and how you have lived 
the Scout Oath and Scout Law in your everyday life.

3. Continue to set a satisfactory example of accepting responsibility 
or demonstrating leadership ability.

4. Earn fi ve additional merit badges beyond those required for Eagle 
or last Palm.

5. While an Eagle Scout, participate in a Scoutmaster conference.

You may wear only the proper combination of Palms for the 
number of merit badges you earned beyond the rank of Eagle. The 
Bronze Palm represents fi ve merit badges, the Gold Palm 10, and 
the Silver Palm 15.

Blackhawk Area Council
Advancement Reporting 

Policy
In conjunction with the BSA’s Policy on advancement 

reporting, an Internet Advancement Report must be submitted 
to the Scout Shop for all purchases of Scouting badges of rank, 
and merit badges.

While not preferred, a paper Advancement Report form 
(#34403) may be submitted in lieu of an Internet Advancement 
Report.

If your unit uses of Packmaster, Troopmaster, or other 
3rd party advancement tracking software, you may upload the 
advancement information via the Internet Advancement portal to 
create and print an Internet Advancement Report.

Any questions on Scout advancement, advancement 
reporting, or the Internet Advancement System can be directed to 
your district executive, or district advancement vice-chairman.

* Guide to Advancement 4.0.0.2

Commitment
Commitment is what transforms a promise into reality. It 

is the words that speak boldly of your intentions and the actions 
which speak louder than words. It is making the time when there 
is none— coming through time after time, year after year after 
year. Commitment is the stuff  character is made of; the power to 
change the face of things. It is the daily triumph of integrity over 
skepticism

Eagle Scout Boards of Review: 
Not a Job Interview

(From Advancement News, November-December 2018)

Occasionally we hear of Eagle Scout boards of review that 
have been turned into something they were never intended to be. For 
example, some have said that the board of review is like a job interview 
– nothing could be further from the truth. The Scout has already “earned 
the position” of Eagle Scout by completing the requirements. They are 
not interviewing for the position.

All too often, the “job interview” analogy is used to justify a 
number of additional requirements that aren’t appropriate. Expecting the 
Scout to appear in “business attire,” grilling them on their qualifi cations, 
asking inappropriate questions intended to cause stress and anxiety may 
all seem justifi ed as making the Scout better prepared for experience 
in the “real world.” However, the Scout is already in the “real world” 
of Scouting. The board of review is not about preparing the Scout for 
something but rather about celebrating their accomplishments.

While part of the board’s responsibility is to ensure that 
requirements have been met, it is not their responsibility to determine 
if those requirements met the board’s personal standards. Other youth 
leaders and adults who previously reviewed the Scout determined that 
the requirements were met when they signed off  on the requirement, or 
merit badge, etc. It is not up to the board to decide that the standards 
used by those leaders were or were not suffi  cient.

By the time a Scout has reached the Eagle Scout board  of review 
they have already demonstrated their knowledge and skills, many times 
over. This candidate is by all intents and purposes an Eagle Scout when 
arriving at the board of review. Only in the most egregious cases where 
it was clear that the Scout could not possibly have properly completed a 
requirement would the board be warranted in determining that the Scout 
should not be advanced.

Therefore, make the Scout’s Eagle board of review a celebration of 
their achievement. Make it something to be proud to share with others, 
not something to be feared. It is not a job interview; it is a celebration 
of a job well done. 
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Scouts BSA - Advancement Update
(From Advancement News, November-December 2018)

On February 1, 2019, the Boy Scouts of America will begin admitting 
girls into Scouts BSA.

One of the characteristics of Scouting – for more than one hundred 
years – is that no matter when you join, however long you stay, or the rank 
you attain, the Scouting experience prepares you for life. And for some, 
the pinnacle of their Scouting experience is achieving the highest rank of 
Eagle Scout.

The policies of the BSA indicate that, except in extraordinary 
circumstances, a youth desiring to achieve the rank of Eagle must do so 
before the youth’s 18th birthday. This will continue to be our policy.

It is in the interests of the entire BSA, and in fact our nation, that 
all girls who join the BSA in 2019 should have an opportunity to earn 
their Eagle Scout rank should they diligently and promptly complete all 
requirements.

Accordingly, after carefully considering recommendations from 
stakeholders, including feedback from volunteers and professionals at the 
2018 Top Hands Meeting, the National Executive Committee of the Boy 
Scouts of America has approved temporary transition rules
(http://t.email.scouting.org/r/?id=h9d68989,62dd242,62dd81e) regarding 
extensions for youth over 16 but not yet 18 years of age on February 1, 
2019, to complete the requirements for the Eagle Scout Award.

To preserve the integrity of the Eagle Scout Award, no exceptions 
to or waivers of any of the requirements for the Eagle Scout Award are 
permitted under this limited exception, and all requirements must be 
completed while the individual is a registered member of Scouts BSA, 
or after achieving the First Class rank in Scouts BSA (as specifi ed in the 
Guide to Advancement).”

Implementation Details for Females Entering Scouts BSA

Temporary Transition Rules
Since the BSA has determined that the minimum period of 

elapsed time to complete the requirements of the Eagle Scout rank is 
approximately 19-20 months, the extension is not available to any youth 
who is under 16 years of age on February 1, 2019, (as they will have 
adequate time to earn their Eagle before turning 18), nor to any youth 
who has already turned 18 years of age on February 1, 2019, (as they 
will be ineligible to join Scouts BSA).
1. Youth 16 years of age or older, but not yet 18, on February 1, 2019, 

who register as members of Scouts BSA on or before December 31, 
2019, may request extensions to complete the Eagle Scout Award 
requirements after they turn 18 years of age.

2.  Requests for extensions must be received no later than thirty (30) 
days after turning 18 years of age. Extensions must be in writing by 
submitting the designated form to the National Service Center and 
the form must be received no later than January 7, 2020. Only the 
National Council may grant extensions. The actual extension will 
be based upon the individual’s registration date and age at the time 
of the request and will provide not more than twenty-four months 
from the date of initial registration to complete all requirements.

3.  In+ the interest of fairness, these temporary transition rules apply to 
all youth joining Scouts BSA during 2019 – both girls and fi rst-time 
joining boys.

Recognition
In keeping with established policy, the Eagle Scout rank is earned 

when the candidate’s award has been approved by the National Council.
The BSA will not recognize a fi rst female Eagle Scout to avoid 

potentially introducing incentives for leaders, troops, or Scouts to 
prioritize expediency or engage in behavior counter to Scouting’s values.

Instead, the BSA will offi  cially recognize our Inaugural Class 
of Female Eagle Scouts in the fall of 2020, providing young women 
who join Scouts BSA the needed time to complete all requirements. 
This Inaugural Class will be celebrated nationally and collectively 
commemorated.

It is our hope and expectation that local units will ensure substantial 
individual recognition of their fi rst female Eagle Scouts in a manner 
befi tting their great accomplishments.

Frequently Asked Questions

Q: Is the BSA changing the Eagle Scout requirements for girls joining 
Scouts BSA in 2019?

  No – the Eagle Scout rank requirements are not changing.
Q:  Can troops, districts, or councils amend or adjust the requirements/

process?
  No. Eagle Scout requirements are set by the National Council 

and cannot be adjusted by a troop, district, or council. In fact, the 
Eagle Scout rank is earned when it is approved by the National 
Council.

Q: Will work completed while girls participated unoffi  cially before the 
introduction of Scouts BSA count towards Eagle requirements?

  No. To preserve the integrity of the Eagle Scout Award, all 
requirements must be completed while the individual is a registered 
member of Scouts BSA, or after achieving the First-Class Rank 
in Scouts BSA (as specifi ed in the Guide to Advancement, an 
individual after earning First Class rank in Scouts BSA may transfer 
primary membership to Venturing or Sea Scouts and continue to 
work on Eagle Scout requirements)

Q: Will work that female Venturers or Sea Scouts completed count 
toward Eagle Scout requirements?

  No.To preserve the integrity of the Eagle Scout Award, all 
requirements must be completed while the individual is a registered 
member of Scouts BSA, or after achieving the First Class rank 
in Scouts BSA (as specifi ed in the Guide to Advancement, an 
individual after earning First Class rank in Scouts BSA may transfer 
primary membership to Venturing or Sea Scouts and continue to 
work on Eagle Scout requirements).

Q: Will camping nights from current Venturing and Sea Scouts that 
count for requirements for the Order of the Arrow, also count for 
the Eagle Scout rank?

  No.
Q:  Will this extension always be available for all youth who enter 

Scouts BSA?
  No. These are temporary transition rules and will not be 

available to any youth who is under 16 years of age on February 
1, 2019, as they will have adequate time to earn their Eagle before 
turning 18.

Q: Can the fi rst female Eagle Scout be identifi ed based on the earliest 
Board of Review date?

  No. The Eagle Scout rank is earned when it is approved by the 
National Council; that date will be noted to recognize this inaugural 
class.
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How to Complete Requirement 4B 
of Scouting Heritage Merit Badge

From Bryan on Scouting, November 14, 2018

When Scouting Heritage merit badge debuted in 2010, Scouts 
completing requirement 4B were asked to “write or visit the National 
Scouting Museum in Irving, Texas.”

Now that the museum has offi  cially opened at its new home at 
Philmont Scout Ranch in New Mexico, the procedure for completing this 
requirement has changed.

Scouts still have the option to visit the museum in person and see its 
stunning new digs. Or they may complete the requirement by writing to 
the museum via email or traditional mail.

But what’s the procedure for doing so? What will the museum 
send in reply? And what else should Scouts know about completing this 
requirement?

What Is Scouting Heritage Merit Badge
Requirement 4B?

To complete requirement 4, Scouts must do one of the following. 
Requirement 4B is in bold text for emphasis, but a Scout can choose any 
one of the three options.

Requirement 4
(a) Attend either a BSA national jamboree, OR world Scout jamboree, 

OR a national BSA high-adventure base. While there, keep a journal 
documenting your day-to-day experiences. Upon your return, report 
to your counselor what you did, saw, and learned. You may include 
photos, brochures, and other documents in your report.

(b)  Write or visit the National Scouting Museum. Obtain information 
about this facility. Give a short report on what you think the role 
of this museum is in the Scouting program.

(c)  Visit an exhibit of Scouting memorabilia or a local museum with 
a Scouting history gallery, or (with your parent’s permission and 
counselor’s approval) visit with someone in your council who 
is recognized as a dedicated Scouting historian or memorabilia 
collector. Learn what you can about the history of Boy Scouting. 
Give a short report to your counselor on what you saw and learned.

What’s the preferred address for Scouts who want to write a 
letter to the museum to fulfi ll this requirement?
Via email: Philmont.Museums@scouting.org. Scouts should include 

“Scouting Heritage Merit Badge” in the subject line.
Via U.S. mail: National Scouting Museum – Philmont Scout Ranch, Attn: 

Scouting Heritage Merit Badge, 17 Deer Run Rd., Cimarron, NM 
87714
What will Scouts receive in response to their letter?

• A letter, which will also answer any questions the Scout might 
have asked during the inquiry. The letter may feature the National 
Scouting Museum – Philmont Scout Ranch passport stamp and date.

• A museum facts sheet and timeline of the history of BSA museums
• A museum brochure

What else should Scouts know when working on this requirement?
• IMPORTANT: Email/snail mail requests should be from Scouts, not 

merit badge counselors or parents
• Scouts should feel free to ask a question about BSA history, the 

museum itself or Philmont. The idea is to do more than merely 
write, “I’m working on Scouting Heritage merit badge, please send 
information.”

• Don’t use the National Scouting Museum Facebook page to make a 
request. Stick to email or snail mail.

• Counselors can verify that a Scout completed the requirement by:
 •  A Scout’s checking in to the museum’s location on Facebook if 

they visit in person
 •  A dated “National Scouting Museum  assport stamp,” available 

in the lobby
 • A mailed reply from the museum
 • An emailed reply from the museum
 •  Completion of the museum’s virtual geocache
• If Scouts write a letter, make sure it is legible — especially the return 

address.

Remember that the visit, letter, or email is the fi rst step of requirement 
4B. The second is to “give a short report on what you think the role of this 
museum is in the Scouting program.”

Advancement Education Materials Updates Available Soon
From Advancement News, January-February 2019 issue

Your National Advancement Program Team has been reviewing and 
updating many of the currently available educational materials. Updates 
have been made to refl ect the many changes in the various programs of the 
Boy Scouts of America. Look for the revised Advancement Educational 
Presentations and videocasts to be loaded to the resources page on or 
about February 1, 2019.

In particular, Cub Scout Advancement: Delivering Adventure now 
includes references to the Lion advancement. It includes references to the 
Cub Scout program handbooks and reviews the required adventures for 
all Cub Scout levels. In addition, topics such as Cub Scouts with special 
needs, advancement, and day and resident camps are addressed, and adult 
recognition awards are discussed. The presentation has an expiration date 
of January 31, 2021.

Also, the Today’s Advancement presentation now includes references 
to girl troops and the impact on events tied to advancement. This course 
provides new and experienced unit, district and council advancement 

administrators in-depth education regarding the management of 
advancement according to the Guide to Advancement. The course has 
been structured to allow district and council advancement chairs to 
provide this education locally, on schedules which best fi t council and 
district operations. Topics such as management of unit advancement 
programs, building advancement committees, available advancement 
education materials, mechanics of advancement, coordinating positions 
of responsibilities, the merit badge program, boards of review, and more 
are covered.

The current videocasts are being converted to PowerPoint 
presentations and should be available in February 2019. In the meantime, 
the content of the videocasts is good and they can be used until replaced 
by the new PowerPoint presentations.

These and many other educational materials will help districts, 
councils, and units provide accurate and timely advancement information 
for Scouters in their area.
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After a Life Scout chooses an idea for an Eagle Scout service project the next important step is to prepare a project proposal, and have it approved. 
Approvals are required from the unit leader, a unit committee representative, the project benefi ciary, and a council or district representative. The criteria 
that individuals approving project proposals must consider for determining if the project is acceptable are specifi ed in topic 9.0.2.7 of the Guide to 
Advancement.

Keep in mind that the proposal is an overview, but also the beginning of planning. It shows the approvers that the following fi ve tests can be met.

1.  The project provides suffi  cient opportunity to meet the requirement.
 To meet this test there must be opportunity for planning and developing the project, for giving leadership to others, and determining the project will 
be “helpful” to the benefi ciary. Planning and development require forethought from the candidate to organize a successful project eff ort rather than 
just following directions prepared by someone else. The leadership component is met by organizing and directing others who help carry out the 
project. Finally, by having a project that is “helpful,” we show that we intend for the project to have a positive impact for the benefi ciary, although 
that does not mean that the project must have lasting value.

2.  The project appears to be feasible.
 Is it a project the Scout is capable of planning and developing and also managing to a successful conclusion? Is it reasonable to believe that the 
Scout will be able to obtain the necessary resources (material, supplies, and people) to properly carry out the project? Note that the second test 
says, “appears to be feasible.”

3.  Safety issues will be addressed.
 The Scout is aware of potential safety issues and hazards and will address them in the project plan. The safety issues do not need to be addressed 
or solved in the proposal. Assurance needs to be given that the Scout is aware of the issues and that those issues will be addressed in the project 
plan. Since an Eagle Scout project is a unit activity, unit adult leadership has the same responsibility to assure safety while conducting a project 
as with any other unit activity.

4.  Action steps for further detailed planning are included.
 Does the proposal include some action steps for preparing the project plan? Those steps don’t need to be very detailed, but they should provide a 
simple “road map” that the Scout can follow when developing the project plan. These action steps are critical to the fi nal test.

5.  The Scout is on the right track with a reasonable chance for a positive experience.
 Does the Scout’s proposal demonstrate a good understanding of what is to be accomplished? Is it reasonable to believe that the proposed project 
has a good chance of providing the Scout a successful outcome that will contribute to personal growth and development? It doesn’t have to 
guarantee success.

The detail required for a proposal depends on the project’s complexity. Details provided must be enough to provide a level of confi dence for a 
council or district reviewer that the above fi ve tests can be met, but not so much detail that—based on the possibility that a proposal can be rejected—it 
does not respect the time it takes to prepare the proposal.

For further information and insight, see Guide to Advancement topics 9.0.2.3 - 9.0.2.5 and 9.0.2.14.

Eagle Scout Proposal Approval – What Is Expected?
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Severson Dells Scout Programs
Conservation Volunteer Days

Consider getting your pack/troop/ship/crew out to help with native 
plant restoration and seed collection at Severson Dells Forest Preserve.

If you are interested, please contact Greg Rajsky at 815-335-2915 
or gregr@seversondells.org for more details.

Boy Scout Programs
Severson Dells is excited to off er programs for Boys Scouts to learn 

more about local habitats, wildlife and outdoor skills. Programs meet 
from 10 a.m. to noon unless otherwise noted. 

Check out the off erings we have below and if there is something 
specifi c you are interested in, please contact us at 815-335-2915.

March 2 – Forestry
$8.00

Need to learn some tree ID? How about examples of insect damage 
to native trees? Want to learn more about the role of fi re in forest 
ecosystems? Let us help you on your way to earning your forestry badge 
by answering these questions and more!  Register by February 27.

May 4 – Field Botany (Plant Science)*
$15.00

Are you working on your Plant Science badge? Let us help you 
earn it by teaching you about some of the amazing native plants that 
grow in Northern Illinois. Spring is a great time to be introduced 
to fi eld botany, for the woodland fl owers will be in full swing, while 
the grassland plants are just getting started. We will help you learn to 
identify some of our native trees, shrubs, woody plants and fl owers, as 
well as the most common invasive species. We will also help you learn 
how environmental factors aff ect what grows where. Participants will 
also learn how we control invasives and encourage native species.

 * This program is longer than the usual two hours: 10:00 a.m. to 
2:00 p.m. Please bring your lunch and dress to be outside. Register by 
April 30.

Klehm Arboretum &
Botanic Garden

Scout Merit Badge Program
2019 Class Schedule

Nature
February 16, 2019 | 9 a.m.to noon. Visitor Center | $15
Registration deadline: February 10, 2019

Take your nature experience one step further in this program. Scouts 
will hike the Klehm grounds and identify various birds, mammals, 
plants, and rocks. They will also make casts of animal footprints. Scouts 
will get the chance to build their own bird feeder. 

Prerequisites: Requirements 4a2Bird or 4e1Fish. Class limit is 20 
Scouts.

Plant Science
March 16, 2019 | 9 a.m. to noon, Clarcor Pavilion | $15
Registration deadline: March 10, 2019

Scouts will become master gardeners and horticulturalists in this 
program. They will learn about the parts of a plant, the process of 
photosynthesis, discover various plants growing at Klehm, and much 
more.

Scouts will be provided with fi ve (5) bare root trees or shrubs to 
take home after class to be planted in a landscape setting and cared for 
until the end of the growing season (October 2019). At that time Scouts 
will submit documentation (via mail or email) to Klehm in order to 
complete all requirements. Bring a snack or lunch. Class limit is 15. 

Gardening
April 20, 2019 | 9 a.m. to noon, Clarcor Pavilion | $15
Registration Deadline: April 14, 2019

Scouts will become adept gardeners through this program and will 
utilize Klehm’s greenhouse to start their own vegetables and fl owers. 
After learning more about gardening skills and pests in a classroom 
setting, Scouts will then build their own compost bin to take home and 
maintain.

After program completion, Scouts will submit documentation (via 
mail or email) to Klehm in order to complete all requirements. Class 
limit is 15.

For more information or to make a payment, please visit www.
klehm.org/boy-scouts or email info@klehm.org.
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ent m

ust accom
pany 

registration and is non-refundable.

All adventures take place at our 
N

ature C
enter located at

603 N
. Appleton

R
d. in Belvidere.

D
ress to spend tim

e outside and 
w

ear proper outdoor footw
ear.

A
dditional R

esources:
W

e have fishing poles
available for 

use free of charge. C
all our office to 

reserve and to check availability.

W
e also have several them

ed 
backpacks that you can use at no 

charge to help guide your ow
n 

adventure. See our w
ebsite for 

m
ore inform

ation
w

w
w.bccdil.org.

C
u

b
 S

cou
t 

A
d

ven
tu

res

R
oger D

. G
ustafson N

ature C
enter

603 N
. A

ppleton R
oad

B
elvidere, IL  61008
(815) 547-7935

Program Opportunities
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Tiger Scout Adventures 
M

eets the adventure 
requirem

ents for:  
B

ackyard Jungle  
#’s 1, 2, 4, 5  

R
equirem

ent #3 w
ill need to 

be com
pleted by the den. 

O
R

 
M

eets the adventure 
requirem

ents for: 
Tigers in the W

ild  
#’s 2, 3, 4, 6, 7 

 R
equirem

ents 1 & 5 w
ill 

need to be com
pleted by the 

den. 
 

          

               
    

W
olf Scout Adventures 
 M

eets the adventure 
requirem

ents for:  
Paw

s on the Path 
 #’s 2 - 8  

R
equirem

ent #1 w
ill need to be 

com
pleted by the den and the 

six C
ub Scout Essentials w

ill 
need to be brought w

ith. 
     

   
 

 

B
ear Scout Adventures 

M
eets the adventure 
requirem

ents for: 
Fur, Feathers and Ferns  

#’s 1 - 6 
R

equirem
ent #7 w

ill need to 
be com

pleted by the den and 
the six C

ub Scout Essentials 
w

ill need to be brought w
ith. 

  

O
ther program

s offered: 

 
Leave N

o Trace & O
utdoor Safety 

 
M

ap & C
om

pass 
 

N
ature H

ikes 
 

N
ight H

ikes 

To plan an event, contact the B
oone C

ounty C
onservation D

istrict for your den or pack to attend any of these program
s.
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Cub Scout Event Day
At Midway Village Museum

Saturday, March 16, 2019
Session 1: 9:30 am ; Session 2: 12:00 pm 

6799 Guilford Rd., Rockford, IL 61107
www.midwayvillage.com

NEW TIME for 2019!
Programs estimated to last about 2 hours

Midway Village Museum invites Tiger, Wolf, Bear, and Webelo Cub 
Scouts to join us for a special event day just for scouts!  
Interactive activities led by the museum’s education staff will be 
stationed throughout the museum’s exhibits and historic village.  Cub 
Scouts will play games, go on scavenger hunts, create craft projects, 
explore artifacts, discover the 1800s village, and much more!  Scouts 
will be divided into groups based on age levels to complete programs.  

Session 1 Programs:  9:30 am
Join us for a morning illed with games from the past, the present and 
the future!
Scouts will meet all requirements for the following badges:
Webelos Game Design , Bears Marble Madness , Wolves Code of the Wolf , 
and Tigers Tiger-if ic 

Session 2 Programs: 12:00 pm
Get your creative juices lowing in the afternoon with art and story-
telling!
Scouts will meet all requirements for the following badges:
Webelos Art Explosion , Wolves Finding Your Way , Tigers Tiger Tales .
Bears Beat of the Drum will all requirements except #6.

Per Session Fee: $10 per scout, $4 per adult
Fee includes all activities for one session, plus admission to the museum to enjoy before or 
after your session.  Scouts can be registered for one or both sessions.  Scouts may attend as 
a group or individually, either scout leader or parent/guardian is required to be present. 
Siblings who want to participate are $10, siblings who don’t want to participate are subject 
to the regular museum fee of $5 (3-17). 

Pre payment is appreciated 
Due to purchasing of supplies, Registration deadline is March 8, 2019.  
To register or for questions, contact the Museum Educator, Caitlin Treece, at 815-
397-9112, ext. 106.  or educator@midwayvillage.com
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Webelos Scout and Boy Scout Badge Workshops for 2019
Cub Scout Workshops

Webelos – Into the Wild Badge
Saturday, May 11, 2019, 10 a.m. to noon
$10.00 per Scout, Scout leaders free, other adults $6.00

Webelos will learn about the importance of wetlands and try their 
luck at migrating while earning this badge.

Webelos/– Into the Woods Badge
Saturday, May 11, 2019, 1:30 to 3:30 p.m.
$10.00 per Scout, Scout leaders free, other adults $6.00

Have fun earning this badge while learning about trees. We’ll 
explore tree rings and start a useful plant. Dress to be outside as we will 
discover the trees on the museum grounds. 

Register for both these badges and bring a sack lunch, we’ll 
provide a place for you to eat!

Webelos – Earth Rocks Badge
Saturday, April 6, 2019, 10:00 a.m. to noon
$10.00 per Scout, Scout leaders free, other adults $6.00

Earn the Webelos Earth Rocks badge and have a great time 
exploring the Geoscience exhibit and the Museum grounds where we 
will discover diff erent kinds of rocks. Try out the methods geologists use 
to identify minerals and start a rock collection. 

• Pre-registration & prepayment are required Call 815-965-3433 
to register

• Scout Leaders free, extra adults/siblings $6.00 each. 
• We do not provide patches/badges 
• Check-in starts 15 minutes before the program start time, please 

plan to be here early so we can start on time
• Cancellation/refund policy:  If cancellation is received 10 clear 

days ahead of the date a refund less 20% will be issued 
• Please be aware that we sometimes have to cancel a program 

because it did not reach the minimum registration requirement – 
Don’t wait until the last minute to sign up or your program may 
already be cancelled! 

• Burpee Museum reserves the right to limit registrations and 
cancel any program for any reason.  Every eff ort will be made to 
contact participants

Scout Badge Workshops
Archaeology Merit Badge
Saturday, March 16, 2019, 10am-3pm
$15.00 per Scout, Scout leaders free, other adults $6.00

Two requirements will need to be completed ahead of time and 
reports presented during the workshop. Leaders will be sent the 
requirements when they register.  Bring a sack lunch and Blue Card.

Astronomy Overnight
Friday, February 15-Saturday February 16, 2019, 7pm-9:30am
$35.00 per person

Spend the night at Burpee Museum and discover the wonders of the 
night sky. Don’t forget to bring your Blue Card

Mammal Study Merit Badge
Saturday, April 6, 2019, 1:30-4pm
$12.00 per Scout, Scout leaders free, other adults $6.00

Some requirements will need to be completed prior to this session 
and a written report presented.

Reptile and Amphibian Study
Saturday, April 27, 2019, 10:00am-2:00pm
$15.00 per Scout, Scout leaders free, other adults $6.00

Bring a sack lunch and Blue Card.

Insect Study
Saturday, August 3, 2019, 10:00am-2:00pm
$15.00 per Scout, Scout leaders free, other adults $6.00

Some homework is required, worksheets will be provided upon 
registration. Bring a sack lunch and Blue Card.

Bird Study
Saturday, May 18, 2019, 10:00am-2:00pm
$15.00 per Scout, Scout leaders free, other adults $6.00

Some homework is required, worksheets will be provided upon 
registration. Bring a sack lunch and Blue Card.

Program Opportunities
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Boone County Conservation District

Program Opportunities

 Boy Scout Workshops
Roger D. Gustafson Nature Center

603 N. Appleton Road
Belvidere  IL  61008

815-547-7935

All workshops take place at our Nature Center. Payment must accompany registration and is non-refundable.
Please bring lunch for workshops that are scheduled over lunchtime.
Scouts should bring a merit badge card to each workshop, so it can be signed by the counselor.
We have a merit badge counselor on staff  for the following additional badges:

Backpacking  Bird Study Camping   Environmental Science Hiking  Indian Lore
Insect Study  Forestry  Nature   Mammal Study  Plant Science Orienteering
Reptile & Amphibian Study Sustainability Wilderness Survival

Call our offi  ce to start the registration process. 815-547-7935
Please email tdawson@bccdil.org if you have any questions about our workshops.

Fish & Wildlife Management
March 27, 2019, 10:00 a.m. to  2:00 p.m.
$5 Boone County Residents, $8 Non-residents
Prerequisites:

Requirements #5 and #7 need to be completed beforehand or as a follow-up project. Evidence of completion will be required.

Indian Lore
August 14, 2019, 9:00 am - 3:00 pm
$8 Boone County Residents, $10 Non-residents

Our focus will be on the Potawatomi and Winnebago cultures. 
Scouts will: 
• build a sweat lodge onsite 
• make a pair of moccasins
• prepare traditional foods over an open fi re 

Soil & Water Conservation
October 14, 2019, 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
$5 Boone County Residents
$8 Non-residents

We will be working on a conservation-related project during the last hour (seed- collecting or brush-cutting). Please bring work gloves and a water 
bottle.
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On these special nights, all Boy Scouts of America members, 
family and friends have the opportunity to purchase Chicago 
Bulls tickets at a discount.

For every ticket purchased, a portion of the proceeds will be 
donated to Boy Scouts of America. This exclusive, buy one get 
one free offer will be discounted on all three seating levels!

Each scout will receive a complimentary Chicago Bulls patch and 
mini poster with purchase.

CHICAGO BULLS vs. Brooklyn Nets 
Sunday, January 6th • 2:30 p.m.

CHICAGO BULLS vs. Cleveland Cavaliers 
Sunday, January 27th • 2:30 p.m.

CHICAGO BULLS vs. Atlanta Hawks 
Sunday, March 3rd • 2:30 p.m.

Tickets are limited so be sure to act fast! 

FIND TICKETS 

Find tickets or type the following link into your browser: 
groupmatics.events/group/scouts2

Your special event code is scouts2

Boy Scout Nights
with the CHICAGO BULLS

B S t Ni hti
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Rockford IceHogs 2019 Spring Scout Night 
Milwaukee Admirals vs. Rockford IceHogs 

BMO Harris Bank Center 
Saturday, March 23, 2019 

6:00 start, 5:00 doors 

Offer not available at BMO Harris Bank Center box office.  Please submit one order per group to ensure grouped seating.  
Orders due no later that March 20th, 2019 

Save up to $7 off of the box office price 
 

Upper Level—$13 
Lower Level End—$18 

 
Upgrade your experience and add a hot dog & soft drink 

and an IceHogs souvenir puck 
 

Upper Level—$22 
Lower Level End—$27 

 

Order tickets by calling Ryan at the IceHogs at 
(815)847-6383 or by email at woodrowr@icehogs.com 

Program Opportunities
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Opportunities Abound to Become a Trained Leader

From Advancement News, January-February 2019 issue

You have heard it said that “every Scout deserves a trained leader,” and on that point, surely, we all agree! So, certainly all direct contact 
leaders should take the appropriate available job-specifi c online or council conducted face-to-face training courses. However, how about supplemental 
education for already -trained leaders, or perhaps committee members, or even interested parents or other community members? Where does the BSA 
provide these kinds of opportunities?

Some of this can be accomplished at the annual council university of Scouting-type events or ongoing district trainings. Nationally, many of these 
types of supplemental educational opportunities are available in January at the Sea Base in the Florida Keys and during summer months at the Philmont 
Training Center in northern New Mexico. Both of these venues provide excellent housing, dining, and training facilities for participants and have 
fabulous spouse programs. Philmont even has age-appropriate programs for all the kids of attendees.

Well trained Scouters and leaders are crucial to the success our children’s experience in the Scouting program. Use the opportunities available to 
you locally and nationally to make sure that you are a contributor to a successful Scouting program for all of our youth. And, you can have some fun 
doing it with your spouse and family at one or the other of the national sites referenced in this article.

Great Scouting to each of you and your units and families. See you on the Scouting trail!

For more information about summertime 2019 Philmont off erings 
go to www.philmontscoutranch.org/PTC and you will fi nd

links to conference dates, registration, and family programs.

Training Redesigned
Family Scouting

New learning plans and modules for Scouts BSA and Cub Scouts 
are in development and will be released on the BSA Learn Center. These 
modules are designed for family Scouting. The Cub Scout modules 
will be totally redesigned to reduce the time spent in training as well 
as provide a new mobile-friendly interface. Closed captioning will be 
available in all modules.

 Watch for upcoming communications regarding the launch of 
these new learning modules.

BALOO
The online prerequisites for the Basic Adult Leader Outdoor 

Orientation (BALOO) course are under revision with the goal to launch 
in early 2019. These new modules will be built in the same template 
as the new Cub Scout modules and are being redesigned with a shorter 
completion time.

Den Chief Training
Den Chief online training is almost complete. Completion of the 

course will provide the learner with a completion certifi cate that can 
be submitted to his/her unit leader. The learner can then receive his/her 
“trained” patch. News that the course is ready will be posted on www.
scouting.org/training/youth.

Youth Protection Training Online 
and Facilitated Materials

The mandatory YPT modules have been updated, and the new 
recommended modules (Physical Abuse, Emotional Abuse, Neglect, 
and Exposure to Violence) are completed. All the YPT modules are 
being translated into Spanish. The updated online modules and materials 
for face-to-face presentation are projected to launch in late January.
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Venturing Advisor-Specifi c 
Training and

Introduction to Outdoor Leader 
Skills (IOLS)

The syllabus for Venturing Advisor-Specifi c and the syllabus for 
IOLS will be translated into Spanish; both were projected to launch in 
November. They will be posted on www.scouting.org/training/adult. 

Watch for communications regarding the launch of these new 
modules on the BSA Volunteer Training Team Facebook page, in future 
issues of the Training Times, and in the “What’s New” section of our 
www.scouting.org/training website.

Stop Bullying Now: Tips for 
Scouting Leaders and Scouts
The values of Scouting make it clear that bullying cannot be 

tolerated. Scouting leaders have a unique opportunity to teach respect 
and acceptance of others. These simple presentations created by the BSA 
in conjunction with the US Department of Health and Human Services 
can be used by individuals or in a group setting to help our members and 
families learn more about preventing bullying in Scouting.

The courses are
• Leader – Instructor Led and Leader – Self Study
• Scout – Instructor Led and Scout – Self Study 

When the clock struck midnight on New Year’s Eve, it was’t just 
mean the end of 2018. It was the end of any partial progress made toward 
position-specifi c training for Cub Scout leaders and Boy Scout leaders. 
(These courses, and many more, are found at the BSA Learn Center on 
My.Scouting.org.)

The courses are being updated, and the new versions will launch 
on January 2, 2019. The new courses will feature closed captioning, 
updated content and a mobile-friendly format. Also cool: They’ll take less 
time to complete compared to the previous learning plan.

Any partial progress you’ve made toward your current training 
plan won’t carry over to the new one. If you’ve already fi nished your 
training, you’re good to go. Sit back and relax.For those who have started 
but not fi nished these courses, here’s what else you need to know:

Who is aff ected?
If you already started but didn’t yet fi nish your work on position-

specifi c training (Cubmaster, den leader, committee chair, Scoutmaster, 
assistant Scoutmaster), you’re in the aff ected group. Any partially 
completed progress won’t carry over to the new plan.

Why won’t current progress count in the new learning plan?
It’s not an apples-to-apples conversion. The learning plans are totally 

new and include content that refl ects the BSA’s move to welcome the 
whole family.

It sounds like the new training completely replaces the old, so will 
my existing training be valid if I hve already completed it and, if so, 
how long will it remain valid? Once position-trained, you are always 
trained for that position.   

NOTE: If you change Scouting jobs, you will need to complete the 
training for your new position.

New Position-Specifi c Training
With the brand new revised position-specifi c training courses,

your partially completed position-specifi c training won’t carry over into 2019

T  R  C
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W

hat is N
Y

LT?
N

ational Youth Leadership Training (N
YLT) is an 

exciting, action packed program
 designed to provide 

young m
en and w

om
en of the Boy Scouts of Am

erica 
w

ith the leadership skills and experience they can 
use in their hom

e units and in any other situations 
that require leadership of self or leadership of others.

N
YLT integrates the best of m

odern leadership 
theory w

ith the traditional strengths of the Scouting 
experience. Through activities, presentations, 
challenges, discussions, and audio-visual support,  

to leadership that w
ill give them

 the skills and 

activities, events, gam
es, and adventures, partcipants 

w
ill w

ork and play together as they put into action the 
best that Scouting has to offer.

• Registered w
ith the Boy Scouts of Am

erica

• Be at least age 13 for Scouts in a Troop
or at least age 14 for Scouts in a Crew

• Com
pleted the Rank of First Class

*

• Com
pleted Troop/Venturing Leadership

Training or Introduction to Leadership
Skills for Troops/Crew

s

• U
nit Leader Recom

m
endation

• Com
plete M

edical Form
 (A,B,C)

w
ith N

o Restrictions

Scouts B
SA

Venturing

SESSION ONE

June 9 - 14, 2019
Senior Patrol Leader: Kyle Ockerlund 
Scoutm

aster: Gail Krec
Location: Cam

p Lowden

Contact Inform
ation

(815) 236-2733
gail.scouts@

yahoo.com

SESSION TWO
July 28 - August 2, 2019
Senior Patrol Leader: M

cKennen Tobin 
Scoutm

aster: Don Knoblich
Location: Cam

p Lowden

Contact Inform
ation

(608) 330-2027
ddknoblich@

yahoo.com
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Guide to Safe Scouting Updates
May 2018
• Youth Protection and Adult Leadership 

Revised Scouting’s Barriers to Abuse.
• Aquatics Safety
 Revised the BSA Aquatics Play Structure Policy and Classifi cation 

of Swimming Ability sections.
• Camping
 Updated all of the camping content and deleted the Treating 

Drinking Water section.
• Medical Information and First Aid
 Deleted Protection Consideration for Blood and Bodily Fluids 

(Universal Precautions) section.
• Activity Planning and Risk Assessment
 Moved the Activity Planning and Risk Assessment, The Sweet 

16 of BSA Safety, and the Unauthorized and Restricted Activities 
sections that were in the Shooting Sports chapter to this chapter and 
renamed it.

• Sports and Activities
 Moved the content of the Shooting Sports chapter to sections 

within this chapter, and moved the Activity Planning and Risk 
Assessment, The Sweet 16 of BSA Safety, and the Unauthorized 
and Restricted Activities sections to a new chapter:

• Incident Reporting
 Updated chapter.
• Appendix
 Added the Incident Reporting Tool and Near Miss Reporting Tool 

and updated the Youth Protection/Membership/Infraction Incident 
Information Form.

Cyber Safety
From the Council Enterprise Risk Management Committee

Today all of us are spending more time than ever using digital 
media for education, research, socializing, and fun. Keeping safe online 
has become more important than ever. To help families and volunteers 
keep youth safe while online, the Boy Scouts of America introduced the 
Cyber Chip. In developing this tool, the BSA teamed up with content 
expert NetSmartz®, part of the National Center for Missing and Exploited 
Children® and training expert for many law enforcement agencies.

General Information:
The Cyber Chip can be used as a tool to show skill and a commitment 

to do what’s right in the cyberworld. Many unit leaders use the Cyber Chip 
before allowing any electronic use on outings – this is a decision each 
unit can make on its own.  The Department of Homeland Security has 
provided a number of practical tips to protect Scouts and Scouters from 
cyber attacks:
• Never click on links in emails. If you do think the email is legitimate, 

whether from a third-party retailer or primary retailer, go to the site 
and log on directly. Whatever notifi cation or service off ering was 
referenced in the email will be available via regular log-on if it was 
valid.

• Never open the attachments. Typically, retailers will not send emails 
with attachments. If there is any doubt, contact the retailer directly 
and ask whether the email with the attachment was sent from them.

• Do not give out personal information over the phone or in an email 
unless completely sure who you are giving it to. Social engineering is a 
process of deceiving individuals into providing personal information 
to seemingly trusted agents who turn out to be malicious actors. If 
contacted over the phone by someone claiming to be a retailer or 
collection agency, do not give out your personal information. Ask 
them to provide you their name and a callback number. Just because 
they may have some of your information does not mean they are 
legitimate!

• Verify the authenticity of requests from companies or individuals 
by contacting them directly. If you are asked to provide personal 
information via email, you can independently contact the company 
directly to verify this request.

• Set secure passwords and don’t share them with anyone. Avoid using 
common words, phrases, or personal information and update them 
regularly.

• Keep your operating system, browser, anti-virus software, and 
other critical software up to date. Security updates and patches are 
available free of charge from major companies.

• Pay close attention to website URLs. Pay attention to the URLs of 
websites you visit. Malicious websites sometimes use a variation in 
common spelling or a diff erent domain (for example, .com instead of 
.net) to deceive unsuspecting computer users.

• Turn off  the option to automatically download email attachments.
• Be suspicious of unknown links or requests sent through email or 

text message. Do not click on unknown links or answer strange 
questions sent to your mobile device, regardless of who the sender 
appears to be.

References:
Department of Homeland Security

Stop. Think. Connect Videos  (videos about safety online)
Department of Homeland Security

“Protect Myself from Cyber Attacks” 
Boy Scouts of America

“Cyber Chip”
Additional Resources:

“Cyber Safety Moment” in Scouting.org

BSA Safety Moments
Go to www.scouting.org/scoutsource/HealthandSafety/Safety_

Moments.aspx.
Each of these titles has a .pdf fi le with more information.

Acute Mountain Sickness Recognition and Prevention 
Annual Health and Medical Record 
Aquatics Safety—the Boy Scout Way 
Bunk Beds 
Carbon Monoxide Poisoning—at Home or Camp 
Chain Saws  Climbing 
Code of Conduct  Combating Obesity 
Concussions  Cyber Safety 
Family Camping  First Aid Kits 
Food-Borne Illness  Generators 
Hammock Camping In Case of Emergency 
Incident Reporting Helps Nap on Safely 
Poison Control Centers Poisonous Plants 
Propane Stoves  Psychological First Aid 
Risk Advisory for High-adventure Activities 
Risk Assessment   Rocket Safety 
Safe use of medication in Scouting 
Scouting Safely website Shooting Safety 
Sun Safety  Trailer Theft 
Transporting Scouts Safely Unauthorized & Restricted Activities 
Violent Intruder  Water bottle rockets 
Weather-related safety  Wilderness First Aid 
Winter activity   Winter sports 
Wounds   Youth Protection Safety 
Youth Suicide Prevention Zip Lines 
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It may be surprising for some, but the very fi rst section in every Cub 
Scout and Boy Scout handbook isn’t dedicated to camping or hiking, but 
to youth protection.

“The safety of children is always our fi rst priority,” said Michael 
Johnson, Youth Protection Director for the Boy Scouts of America. “It’s 
required program content for every youth, parent, and guardian.”

While handbooks go on to explain how Scouting’s activities 
should be carried out safely, we believe it is important for parents to 
be equipped with the information needed to understand the BSA’s 
comprehensive approach to preventing abuse, as well as information 
needed to recognize, respond and report concerns, from their very fi rst 
interaction with Scouting. 

Child abuse is something most people would rather not talk about, 
or even think about, says Johnson, but every off ender benefi ts from that 
ignorance, and the consequences can be devastating.

Putting this tough subject at the forefront is an important step in 
helping maintain a safe environment. From the handbook chapter, How 
to Protect Your Children from Abuse: A Parent’s Guide, to Scouting 
advancement requirements, the BSA is intentional about including youth 
protection and safety content throughout its program materials.

And the materials address more than just sexual abuse because 
experts agree that children who suff er from other types of abuse are more 
likely to be preyed upon by those that would wish to harm them.

“Most people don’t think about it, but there are many forms of 
abuse,” said Johnson. “Types of maltreatment like neglect and emotional 
abuse can be hard to detect and can cause lifelong problems and are 
known to be a part of more serious abuse of youth later in life.”

“Frankly, parents, volunteers, and other children may be the only 
ones who see the signs and can address it,” Johnson explained. “If our 
volunteers and parents are aware of the signs, they can make the entire 
community safer for children and families.”

It’s diffi  cult to defend against every threat to personal safety a child 
may experience in and out of Scouting, but BSA’s policies, programs, and 
training materials off er a wide range of resources that teach volunteers 
and parents how to identify and prevent numerous forms of abuse.

If you ever have questions, you can always call your local Scout 
executive, or the SCOUTS FIRST Helpline at 844-726-8871. This 
helpline is monitored around the clock by trained staff  ready to answer 
any questions you may have about youth protection.

To fi nd out more about the BSA’s Barriers to Abuse, visit www.
scouting.org/youthprotection

In Scouting, Safety Comes First
Scouting Wire.org     ––     April 2, 2018

Campout Safety Checklist
From the Council Risk Management Committee

Camping is a long-honored tradition for the BSA family. Timing, 
supplies, and location should be determined ahead of time so you can 
make the most of your camping experience. This helps to  enjoy the 
adventure, fun, discovery, and teamwork involved. A campout safety 
checklist will help to ensure these aspects of camping are accomplished 
while keeping you safe.  

When you decide on a camping trip, you need to consider who, 
what, where, when, how, and why. Here are a few items to check off  on 
camping safety checklist:
• Documentation needed – medical records, guidebooks, and 

permission slips
• Training – general training such as Youth Protection, CPR/fi rst aid, 

and Hazardous Weather, or specifi c training such as Trek Safety or 
Wilderness First Aid.

• Planning – become familiar with your campsite location and do 
some research about the weather, licensing/permit requirements, 
and project or activity guidelines.

• Equipment – plan for vehicles involved or tools necessary for your 
camping experience.  Also consider fi rst aid or emergency kits.

• Emergency Planning – A prepared Scout is a confi dent Scout. Keep 
a cellphone handy as well as a list of local authorities, in case an 
emergency occurs, such as inclement weather of a lost Scout.

• Program  – There should be age-appropriate activities, safety 
equipment, proper supervision, and a discussion on potential 
hazards.

If you are not already using a list like this, you’re risking a potential 
incident to occur on your campout. To help you further, there is a formal 
checklist that covers all these points to help you with this process. Go to 
the Guide to Safe Scouting on either the council or national website and 
scroll down to the list of items in the Appendix.

Have a great campout! Don’t put yourself or your unit at risk.

Safety Moment Videos
Last fall, a few of the H&S National Committee members got 

together and taped 10 Safety Moment Videos based on already produced 
BSA Safety Moments. These short YouTube videos can be used in 
conjunction with Safety Moment and Incident Review discussions.

The safety videos include the following and more:
• Rocket Safety
• Shooting Safety
• Annual Health Medical Record (AHMR)
• First-Aid Kits
• Zip Lines
• Risk Assessment

To see all the safety-related videos, please visit the 
Scouting multimedia website at https://m.youtube.com/channel/
UCyKacGIfyTHyWcyzHMfycJw.

To review any of the 50-plus Safety Moment articles, please click 
on www.scouting.org/health-and-safety/safety-moments.

And to review any of the 30-plus Incident Review articles, just 
click on www.scouting.org/health-and-safety/incidentreport/incident-
reviews.

All of these Scouting Safely resources are provided to assist in 
discussion and for educating our unit leaders, parents, and youth.
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Join Us in 2019 at Canyon or Lowden for a Once-in-a-Lifetime 
Summer Adventure!

Canyon Camp
Hiking. Climbing. Kayaking. These are just a few of the many 

things you can look forward to. Canyon Camp spells adventure with 
its crackling campfi res, hilly terrain, Native American ceremonies, and 
whippoorwill songs at dusk.

Nestled in the Apple River Valley just 30 minutes from historic 
Galena, Illinois, and known for its strong tradition of excellence for 
program off erings, you will not fi nd a better summer camping experience. 
Canyon Camp off ers adventures that will last a lifetime. Learn more by 
visiting our website – www.canyoncampbsa.org.

Summer Camp 2019 registration is open at CanyonCampBSA.org/
register. We will be off ering fi ve weeks of traditional Scout camping and 
hope you will join us!

Dates: June 16-22; June 23-29; June 30 - July 6; July 7-13;
July 14-20

2019 features:
• Brand new High C.O.P.E. Course!
• Opportunity to participate in a wide range of merit badges catering 

to a variety of skill levels and interests
• Off ering new merit badges such as mining, cooking, and golf merit 

badges. 
• Canyon Ranger Program participants have the opportunity to fulfi ll 

First Class requirements, work on skills in areas of camp, attend 
Pioneer Potpourri activities, and can even earn merit badges

• For older scouts and leaders, the Outdoor Wilderness League 
(O.W.L. for short) aims to bring high adventure to your week 
at Canyon. Activities vary from year to year but always aim to 
challenge you physically and mentally. Keep an eye on the camp 
schedule for this summer's program!

• Adult Leader Training Opportunities
• And so much more!

Camp Lowden

Camping News

Camp Lowden is a full service Scout camp. Camp Lowden is 
located approximately 7 miles south of scenic Oregon, Illinois, on the 
Rock River.

The mission of Camp Lowden is to help Scouts along their Trail to 
Eagle while building moral and ethical leadership skills by instilling in 
participants the values of the Scout Oath and Law.

To learn more about Camp Lowden, go to http://www.camplowden.
org.

Dates: June 16-22; June 23-29; July 7-13

2019 will include:
• Continued focus on leadership development for all participants 

through the patrol method and camp wide  activities.
• Opportunity to participate in a wide range of merit badges catering 

to a variety of skill levels and interests regardless if you are a fi rst 
year Scout or an older Scout.

• Off ering new merit badges such as Space Exploration merit badge 
and others. Check out www.camplowden.org for more updates!

• New in 2019 Annie Oakley Shooting Sports program for female 
leaders and Scouts.

• First Class Express program (intended for fi rst year campers. 
Provides an emphasis on rank advancement while exposing fi rst 
year campers to all areas of camp and allowing for the earning of at 
least one merit badge during their fi rst year.

• Tier 2 Opportunities (for older Scouts) that include a bike trip to see 
wild American Bison, optional  ATV Riders Safety Course,  Stand 
Up Paddle Board instruction going towards the Stand Up Paddle 
Board Award, and earning the Golf merit badge.

• Adult leader training opportunities
• Opportunity to complete service projects/hours
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Wilderness Engineers
Camp Lowden

My name is Brent Bryden. I am the Chairman of Properties for 
Camp Lowden. It is my pleasure to try to invigorate the Wilderness 
Engineers group for the camp.

We have had some administrative changes regarding Camp Lowden 
and with those changes we have a need for your volunteer services. 

On occasion, we have the need to call on volunteers for projects. 
More importantly, we need a better way of contacting those that have 
the expertise we need to help at camp. I understand we are all  busy in 
our respective Scouting roles, busy family life, and other commitments. 
My hope is to identify individuals whom still have the desire to provide 
service to their camp.

If you would like to be a member of the Wilderness Engineers 
Group, please email me the following information:

Troop _______
Name _______________________________________
Address _____________________________________
City, State, Zip ________________________________
Phone _____________  Cell Phone ________________
Email address _________________________________

Thank you for your dedication to Scouting, the Blackhawk Area 
Council, and Camp Lowden. I look forward to continued improvement 
of our camps for our single most important resources: our kids.

Sincerely, 
Brent Bryden

Chairman of Properties – Camp Lowden 
brent.bryden@outlook.com

Webelos Resident Camp
For youth entering 4th and 5th grades in the fall of 2019

Canyon Camp (Near Historic Galena, Illinois)
Camp Lowden (Oregon, Illinois)

Two weekends to choose from! This program includes two nights of 
camping, and awesome programs designed for older Cub Scouts as 

they prepare for the transition to Scouts BSA.
Name of Camp  Dates  Cost
Canyon Camp  July 26-28 $75 youth / $40 adult
Camp Lowden  July 12-14 $75 youth / $40 adult

Cub Scout Resident Camp
For youth entering grades 1-3 in the fall of 2019

Two nights of camping under the stars and days fi lled with adventure!

Name of Camp  Dates  Cost by June 1
Camp Lowden  July19-21 $75 youth / $40 adult

Older Cub Scout fun and activities plus progress on their Webelos / 
Arrow of Light adventures. It is recommended that a parent comes with 
each Webelos Scout, but two registered leaders (for 2 deep leadership) 
can bring up to eight Scouts (a 4 to 1 ratio). IF your Pack can only 
send one leader with your Scouts, please contact the Camp Director to 
arrange camping with another pack.

For Webelos Scouts entering 4th and 5th grades in the fall.

Cub Scout fun and activities plus progress on their Adventures. It 
is recommended that a parent comes with each Scout, but two registered 
leaders (for 2 deep leadership) can bring up to eight Scouts (a 4 to 1 ratio). 
IF your pack can only send one leader with your Scouts, please contact 
the Camp Director to arrange camping with another pack. EXCEPT for 
Tigers (entering 1st grade).  Tigers are required to be a 1:1 ratio.

This Cub Scout Resident Camp is for all Scouts entering 1st grade 
and older in the fall.

Welcome to the Jungle!
This year's Cub Scout overnight theme has been set and registration 

is open. Our Cub Scout overnight camps are an experience you don't 
want to miss. With two nights of camping, fun programming, awesome 
food, and time spent with our summer camp staff  members, there's no 
better summer adventure for your Scouts!

M  Y  C
Save These 2019 Dates

44th  Annual Kiwanis Work Weekend 
May 4th  and 5th 

41st Annual Kiwanis
Woodcutter's Ball and Workday

October 19th
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Order of the Arrow to Open Unit Elections to Scouts 
BSA, Venturing, and Sea Scouts

Beginning February 1, 2019

The National Order of the Arrow Committee today approved some 
exciting updates to Scouting’s national honor society.

Beginning February 1, 2019, unit elections will be permitted in 
Scouts BSA troops, Venturing crews, and Sea Scout ships. Previously, 
elections only were for Boy Scout troops.

The Order of the Arrow, or OA, has welcomed female leaders since 
1988. Today’s announcement means women and girls who are under 21 
will be eligible for election into the service-minded society as well.

What is changing?
The new requirements to be eligible for election will be as follows:

• Have experienced 15 nights of camping while registered with a 
troop, crew, or ship within the two years immediately prior to the 
election. The 15 nights must include one, but no more than one, long-
term camp consisting of at least fi ve consecutive nights of overnight 
camping, approved and under the auspices and standards of the 
BSA. Only fi ve nights of the long-term camp may be credited toward 
the 15-night camping requirement; the balance of the camping (10 

nights) must be overnight, weekend, or other short-term camps of, at 
most, three nights each. Ship nights may be counted as camping for 
Sea Scouts.

• At the time of their election, youth must be under the age of 21, hold 
the Scouts BSA First Class rank, the Venturing Discovery Award, or 
the Sea Scout Ordinary rank or higher, and following approval by the 
Scoutmaster, Crew Advisor, or Sea Scout Skipper, be elected by the 
youth members of their unit.

• Adults (age 21 or older) who meet the camping requirements may 
be selected following nomination to and approval by the lodge adult 
selection committee.

What’s not changing?
• The OA’s mission and purpose will not change. That includes a 

commitment to recognize those who best exemplify the Scout Oath 
and Law in their daily lives, promote responsible outdoor adventure, 
and crystallize the Scout habit of cheerful service.

Offi  cial Arrow of Light and 
Crossover Ceremonies

The National Order of the Arrow Committee after months 
of collaborative work with ceremonialists and lodge leadership 
representatives announces the following policy change. This policy 
change will apply to ALL Order of the Arrow lodges and chapters.

We know that lodges and chapters are frequently asked to perform 
Arrow of Light and crossover ceremonies for Cub Scout packs, which 
is an appropriate service in support of our packs. That said, we have had 
many complaints surrounding these ceremonies from various American 
Indian tribes due to the manner in which they are conducted as well as 
the inconsistent nature in which they are performed.

Beginning January 1, 2019, lodges and chapters that are asked 
to conduct Arrow of Light or crossover ceremonies for Cub Scout 
packs will only be permitted to conduct them using the new approved 
offi  cial ceremonies which can be found in the OA Inductions Portal. 
These ceremonies are to be conducted in a Scout uniform and are no 
longer permitted to be done in American Indian regalia.

We appreciate your adherence to this new policy. There will be 
opportunities to visit with the Inductions and Ceremonies Events staff  at 
NOAC should you have any questions.

The newly approved offi  cial ceremonies may be downloaded from 
the OA Inductions Portal at https://oa-bsa.org/resources/inductions. The 
following links will provide groups with a list of the materials needed, 
as well as the detailed speaking parts for each ceremony:

Arrow of Light Award Ceremony:
https://oa-bsa.org/uploads/publications/OA-Arrow-of-Light-

Ceremony-2018.pdf
Spirit of Adventure Crossover Ceremony:

https://oa-bsa.org/uploads/publications/OA-Cub-Crossover-
Ceremony-2018.pdf

Order of the Arrow

Spirit Scholarship Fund
If you are interested in supporting the Spirit Scholarship Fund 

contact Ron Spielman at 608-325-6490 or spiel335@tds.net
At the Woodcutter’s Ball on October 13 all ten of the Bethke 

Spirit Prints will be available. By supporting the Spirit Scholarship 
Endowment you can select prints for yourself or to give them to others. 
In addition, several other items will be available for purchase with all 
proceeds supporting the Spirit Scholarship Endowment. 

Staff  Alum John Weber has again been crafting a variety of wooden 
benches made exclusively from Canyon Camp woods. Check out 
the variety of sizes and woods to select something for your porch or 
campground….all while supporting the Spirit Scholarships.

Finally, there are metal castings created by Lemfco Foundry of 
Galena that you will fi nd interesting for yourself or to reward your 
favorite Scout or Scouter.

Join us for lunch on October 13 to enjoy the Fall weather and to 
support the Spirit Scholarship program.
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Sycamore District CalendarSycamore District Directory
February

18 President’s Day, council service center 
closed

21 District Commissioners meeting
22-24 Venturing Blast, Camp Lowden
23 Scouting for Food – distribute fl yers
25 Popcorn online sales open
25 Popcorn Show ‘N’ Sell orders due
28 District Commissioners meeting

March
3 Scouting for Food – collect donations
3 Council Recognition Dinner
5 Courier deadline – Printed edition for 

April through June events
7 District Volunteer Recognition Dinner
8 Popcorn Show ‘N’ Sell order delivery
9 Trainer’s EDGE
9 Spring popcorn sale begins 
9 Tiger Time
14 Roundtable
16 Cub Scout Event at Midway Village, 

Rockford
28 District Commissioners meeting

April
2 Courier deadline – Internet edition for 

May through July events
4 District Committee meeting
6 Popcorn take order sales end
6 Wood Badge Reunion Dinner
11 Roundtable
12 Legacy of Service Awards Dinner
13-14 Council Pinewood Derby
18-20  Popcorn take order delivery
19 Good Friday, council service center closed
22 Popcorn online sales close
25 District Commissioners meeting
26-28 U. S. Grant Pilgrimage

May
2 Districct Committee meeting
3-4 Annie Oakley Shooting Event
4-5 Kiwanis Work Weekend at Canyon Camp
7 Courier deadline, noon – Internet edition 

for June through August events
9 Roundtable
17-19  Woods of Webelos
23 District Commissioners meeting
27 Memorial Day, council service center 

closed
31-June 2 OA Spring Fellowship, Canyon 

Camp

Chairman:  Lance Snider, bsa.snider@gmail.
com, 630-525-9518

Vice-Chairman – Administration
   Matthew Ewertowski, 815-276-7821
 matthewewert @yahoo.com  
   Nominating Committee: 
 Mike Walsh, swals00@yahoo.com
    630-200-3595
   Public Relations/Marketing: Cathleen Martin
 815-479-8081
   Noteworthy Editor: Kristi M iller
 4rscoutz@gmail.com
 Vice-Chair – Finance: Cameron Hubbard
 cameron_hubbard11@yahoo.com  
 815-459-4550
   Popcorn: Laura Strupp, 847-497-9538
   Family Friends of Scouting: 
    Community FOS Chair: David Allred, david@

theallredfamily.org
Vice-Chair – Membership
    Jen Broadfi eld-Colomer, 847-754-7080
 jenbroadfi eld@comcast.net
   Scout Open House: (open)
   Venturing Recruiting: (open)
   Cub Scout Fall Round-Up: (open)
   Cub Scout Spring Recruitment: (open)
   Scouts BSA Open House: (open)
  Webelos to Scout Transition: Joe Kobler,
 jpkobler@comcast, 815-527-1386
Vice-Chair – Program:
 Mike Roe, 815-529-4572
   Activities and Civic Service:
 Scouting for Food: Susan Clancy-Kelly
    847-516-3782
   District Religious Coordinator: Chris Walneck, 

847-565-6846
   Woods of Webelos Coordinator: Gail Krec
 gail.scouts@yahoo.com, 815-675-6578
 District Dinner Chair: Joseph Kobler
      jpkobler@comcast.net, 815-527-1386
 Awards and Recognition:   Ken Wisniewski,  
     wlkw03@gmail.com, 847-962-1413
   Klondike Chair: Matthew Ewertowski, 
      matthewewert @yahoo.com, 815-276-7821
   Tiger Time Chair: Kristi Miller,
      4rscoutz@gmail.com

    Cub Scout Summer Camp:
    Christina Bahnsen, 815-245-6303  

      sycamoredaycamp@yahoo.com 
   Advancement and Recognition:
 Pierre Langlois, 815-353-1095
 Internet Advancement Pack Coordinator:
    Leah Beeson, 847-754-4392
        Internet Advancement Troop Coordinator:
    Sean Smith, 224-523-4847
 Life to Eagle Coordinator:
     Frank Colomer, Jr., 815-276-5214
  frankcolomer@comcast.net
   Camp Promotion and Outdoor Chair:
 Chuck Natoli, 847-312-7765 
    OA Advisor: Manny Torres, 630-488-8214
   Training: John Fiorina, 
 jfi orina@crystallakeparks.org 
       Cub Scout Training, Todd Birkhoff 
    815-482-4903, tatabirk@hotmail.com
       Scout Training, 
    Wayne Kemp, 847-224-3664
 Venturing Training: Sarah Breslin
    s_breslin@comcast.net 
Venturing Committee Chair:
 Ken Wisniewski, wlkw03@gmail.com, 

847-962-1413
Commissioner:
   Doug Tucker, tuckerdoug@hotmail.com, 
 630-254-0029
  Roundtables:
 Cub Scouts: Gail Krec, 815-675-6578
    gail.scouts@yahoo.com,
 Scouts BSA: Mike Pigliacelli, 
            mike.pigliacelli@united.com
Field Director
 Dane Boudreau, 815-397-0210
 dane.boudreau@scouting.org
District Executive
 Michael Ancheta, 815-397-0210
     Michael.Ancheta@Scouting.org
District Executive
 Laura Cullotta, 815-397-0210
   L:aura/Cullotta@scouting.org

Sycamore District
Serving McHenry County in Illinois

Web Site: www.BlackhawkScouting.org/Sycamore
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Jennifer Broadfi eld~Colomer
Vice Chair of Membership

jenbroadfi eld@comcast.net

Moments
It takes one moment to change the life of another.  Positive or 

negative.  A smile, a hand shake, eye contact.  All these gestures have 
an impact on how you deliver a message and how that message is 
received.  Inviting someone to join Scouts BSA can be that easy! Make 
a diff erence in someone’s life and create that moment that will change 
that someone’s future!

Religious Emblems
Hello Sycamore District Scouters!
Chris Walneck here, your Sycamore District Religious Emblems 

Coordinator.
Is your unit participating in the religious emblems program this 

year? If so, send me an email to let me know what program(s) you're 
running.

If you would like to, but don't know where to start, contact me for 
information on how to start the religious emblems program in your unit!

Here are some helpful links: 
https://www.praypub.org/bsa
https://www.scouting.org/awards/religious-awards/

Hope to hear from you soon!
Yours in Scouting, 

Chris Walneck
District Religious Emblems Coordinator

Email: ctwx4@yahoo.com
Mobil:847.565.6846

Recruit! Recruit! Recruit!
Recruiting is an all year process!

Do you know that both Cub Scouts and Scout troops can earn the 
Recruiter patch if they invite a friend to join Scouting? Ask friends to 
events such as the pinewood derby, blue and gold banquet, or a troop 
outing. Recruitment materials are available by contacting Michael 
Ancheta at michael.ancheta@scouting.org

The Membership Team is always looking for opportunities to 
have an information table set up at local events! Please keep your 
eyes and ears open for any events that would accommodate youth 
that may be interested in Cub Scout or Scouts BSA program!

“Loyalty is a feature in a boy’s character that 
inspires boundless hope..” ~Lord Baden-Powell

Aims of Scouting
A fourth aim of Scouting – Leadership Development – has 

been added to the other three (Character Development, Citizenship 
Training, and Physical and Mental Fitness). The fourth aim of 
Scouting will be included in all the Scouts BSA and Cub Scout 
modules.

Arrow of Light Scouts!
Its go time!

• Plese help us track the Arrow of Light Scouts as they cross into 
their troop! We need to know what unit they join! The goal is 100% 
crossover!

• Look for the AOL-to-Scout boards at roundtable and write the 
troop number next to the Scouts name. See Karla Zander or Jen 
Broadfi eld-Clolomer for questions or concerns!

You should be all set to join the troop of your choice, starting in  
February. Remember to have a troop representative at your Blue and 
Gold or Crossover Ceremony if held at a diff erent time. Discuss with 
the troop what their procedure is for the ceremony. Some troops present 
the neckerchief or the Scouts BSA Handbook. Make sure you are on the 
same page before the ceremony takes place. Please encourage all Arrow 
of Lights and their parents to join Scouts!

There is a fi t for every Scout in Sycamore District! We can help!
Questions? Contact Karla Zander, AOL-to-Scout Transition, 

at karla.zander@gmail.com or Jennifer Broadfi eld-Colomer at 
jenbroadfi eld@comcast.net.

Scouts BSA
https://www.scouting.org/scoutsbsa/

Scouts BSA is a year-round program for youth in fi fth grade 
through high school that provides fun, adventure, learning, challenge, 
and responsibility to help them become the best version of themselves.

In Scouts BSA, young men and women go places, test themselves, 
and have one-of-a-kind adventures that can’t be found anywhere else.

For the fi rst time in its 100+ year history, the iconic program of the 
Boy Scouts of America is open to young women as well as young men, 
all of whom will have the chance to earn Scouting’s highest rank, Eagle 
Scout.

For more information, follow the link above.

Watch for Open House Opportunities
in the Spring!

We are looking for Lions, Tigers, Wolves, Bears, Webelos, Arrow of 
Light Scouts, and Scouts! Now is the time to start planning your Spring 
Recruitment dates. Make sure your unit has a summer event schedule in 
place to support new Scouts who join in the springtime! Recruiting is an 
all year process!

If you have any questions, contact Don Novak, Spring/Fall 
Recruitment, at FourDNovak@aol.com or Jennifer Broadfi eld-Colomer 
at jenbroadfi eld@comcast.net
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Are You Ready for
 Scouting for Food 2019?

Key dates:
Saturday, February 23 – distribute fl yers February 23, 2019 - fl yers out
Saturday, March 3– collect food donations and drop off  at your local 

food pantry
Sign up at https://tinyurl.com/y9cm7xfq

District Recognition Dinner 
March 7, Grace Lutheran Church, Woodstock

Cost: $10.00 per participant
Late Fee: After February 28, an additional fee of $2.00 will apply.

Join us to recognize our distinguished volunteers from the 2018 
year of Scouting! The Sycamore District Volunteer Recognition Dinner 
is scheduled for March 7, 2019.

Award nominations for this event are due in the Crystal Lake Field 
Offi  ce no later than February 1, 2019. Consider nominating a unit leader 
or district colleague for one or more of these awards – Scouting Spirit 
Award, District Action Award, District Award of Merit, Jeff  Clark Scout 
Spirit Award

All forms can be found at http://www.blackhawkscouting.org/
Sycamore

Please note: There is a maximum of eight seats at each table.

Legacy of Service Awards Dinner
Friday, April 12

Please join us for our 2019 Legacy of Service Awards Dinner, 
Friday, April 12. We will honor USMC Veteran George Braun for his 
service to country and community and also RN at Capt. James A. Lovell 
Federal Health Care Center. Missy Robel, for her service to veterans 
through her work at the hospital and throughout McHenry County.

The event will be held at the Crystal Lake Holiday Inn Conference 
Center (Route 31) and the evening will begin with cocktails from 6:00 
to 7:00 p.m., followed by the dinner, program, and auction from 7:00 to 
8:30 p.m. Great auction were created by McHenry County Scouts and 
our community supporters.

Legacy of service awards Dinner

Sponsorship Levels
Individual Seat: $50

-

reservations
Company Name:_______________________
Contact:______________________________
Address:______________________________
City:_____________ State:___Zip:_________
Phone:_______________________________
Email:________________________________

payment options

   CC#________________________________

   Signature: ___________________________

Friends of Scouting
We hopw your unit will off er a Friends of Scouting presentation 

this year to help continue to grow a great program in McHenry County. 
Every youth deserves a chance to experience growth in Scoucting and 
every dollar helps. Registrations fees for Scouting do not benefi t the 
local council but instead to go pay for insurance costs and background 
checks. For those who participate, popcorn sales are only a small part of 
our budget. Family Friends of Scouting is where the bulk of the fund-
raising dollars come from. SHere are some highlights of the campaign:
• Great incentives: Blackhawk patches, Be a Leader travel mug, and 

Support a Scout gift pen / highlighter
• Does our employer provide “Matching Gifts?” This could help 

your unit meet its goal.
• Speaking of meeting your goals, check out the incentive program to 

earn a year of free rank advancements for your unit!
• The council will email invites to a list you provide. Send the list fo 

beth.costa@scouting.org.
• Units that have scheduled a presentation will receive a unique 

link to an online donation platform that can be used all year long. 
Make sure you’ve scheduled your presentation with Laura at Laura.
Cullotta@scouting.org.

• Through the Blackhawk Area Council Facebook page, anyone can 
set up an online fundraiser for fun, birthdays, anniversary, etc., and 
designate the recipient to be the Blackhawk Area Council.

• Remember the MegaSavings Book drawing for thos who fi ll out a 
pledge card.
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Wanchanagi District
Serving Winnebago & Boone Counties in Illinois

Web Site: www.wanchanagi.org

Wanchanagi District
Calendar

Wanchanagi District Directory
All phone numbers are 815 area code unless otherwise indicated

February
18 President’s Day, council service center closed
21 Roundtable -- NEW DATE
22-24 Venturing Blast, Camp Lowden
25 Popcorn online sales open
25 Popcorn Show ‘N’ Sell orders due

March
3 Council Recognition Dinner
5 Courier deadline – Printed edition for April 

through June events
7 District Committee/Commissioners meeting
8 Popcorn Show ‘N’ Sell order delivery
9 Popcorn take orders begin
9 Trainer’s EDGE
14 Roundtable
16 Cub Scout Event at Midway Village
23 Spring Ice Hogs Scout Night

April
 2 Courier deadline – Internet edition for May 

through July events
4 District Committee/Commissioners meeting
6 Popcorn take order sales end
6 Wood Badge Reunion Dinner
11 Roundtable
13-14 Council Pinewood Derby
18-20  Popcorn take order delivery
19 Good Friday, council service center closed
22 Popcorn online sales close
26-28 U. S. Grant Pilgrimage
31 District Dinner and Annual Meeting

May
2 District Committee/Commissioners meeting
3-4 Annie Oakley Shooting Event
4-5 Kiwanis Work Weekend at Canyon Camp
7 Courier deadline, noon
9 Roundtable
27 Memorial Day, council service center closed
31-June 2 OA Spring Fellowship, Canyon Camp

District Chairman:  Cliff  Chappelle, crazycliff 80@gmail.com, 815-713-0731
Vice-Chair Administration: Lara Skrzypczynski, laraskrz1@msn.com, 815-519-5724
  Chaplain: Dan Persinger, dapersinger@outlook.com, 226-1415
  Religious Emblem Coord.: MaryAnn Bushaw, bushville181@comcast.net, 904-4287
  Parades:  Mark Broman, markbroman@hotmail.com, 218-5514
  Flag Retirement: Paul Trent, brtrent@aol.com, 871-3801
Vice-Chair: Finance  
   FOS Family Campaign:  
   Popcorn: Cliff  Chappelle, crazycliff 80@gmail.com, 815-713-0731
Vice-Chair: Membership:  Larry Swanson, larrydswanson69@comcast.net, 815-877-8164
   Cub Scout Recruiting:  Larry Swanson, larrydswanson69@comcast.net, 877-8164
   Webelos-to-Scout Transition:  Larry Swanson, larrydswanson69@comcast.net, 877-8164
Vice-Chair: Program: Jimmy Berry, jimmy.berry@comcast.net, 815-543-1490
Vice-Chair: Activities:  Bill Spivey, npfdrdiver@yahoo.com, 243-0671
   Continuous Fire:  Bill Spivey, npfdrdiver@yahoo.com, 243-0671
   Camporee::
   Scouting for Food:  Don Burrow, burrow@xta.com, 877-0658
 Chuck Pelman, cwpelman@aol.com , 282-9833
   Patch Designer:  Dale Broman, drbroman@yahoo.com, 218-8735
Vice-Chair: Advancement:  Connie Snyder, cs61084@yahoo.com, 234-5417
   Cub Scouting:
   Boy Scouting:  Melinda Johnson, majohnso@bsamail.org, 397-0210
   Eagle Chair:  Ida Bolen,  I.bolen@hotmail.com, 289-0661
   Merit Badges:  Ken Mosny, wanchanagi.mb@comcast.net, 965-4871
Vice-Chair: Camping:  Andy Murray, gruntmur@yahoo.com, 871.3092
   Cub Scout Day Camp Program:
 Boone County:  Lori Dewall, lde314@aol.com, 985-5637
  Lynn O’Donnell, pack126.pg@gmail.com, 978-5829
 W. Winnebago:  Jimmy Berry, jimmy.berry@comcast.net, 543-1490
 Harlem:  Carolyn Wolfe, fwish@att.net, 494-0508
  Christine Kochanowski, cakochano@gmail.com, 222-4836
 Program Center:  Alice Roby, alice@oextreme.com, 773-368-5724
  Tiff any Mlsna, charinankita@aol.com, 997-6137
   Order of the Arrow Advisor:  Denny Johnson, scoutmaster601@gmail.com, 633-6335
 Chapter Chief: Zander Stauff er 
Vice-Chair: Training:  Bill Costa, bill.costa2@outlook.com, 513-2455
   Cub Scouting:  Alice Roby, alice@oextreme.com, 773-368-5724
 Larry Swanson, larrydswanson69@comcast.net, 877-8164
   Boy Scouting:  Bill Costa, bill.costa2@outlook.com, 513-2455
Vice-Chair: Venturing:  Eric Schmidt, eskm@aol.com, 5051507
   Training:  Eric Schmidt, eskm@aol.com, 5051507
District Commissioner:  Roman Salaman, rsalamon@pecscouting.info, 815-299-5015
   Cub Scout Roundtable:  Christine Kochanowski, cakochano@gmail.com, 222-4836
 Alice Roby, alice@oextreme.com, 773-368-5724
 Fran Waller, fi nishingthreadsfran@wallers-durand.net, 248-2291
 MaryAnn Bushaw, bushville181@comcast.net, 904-4287
   Boy Scout Roundtable:  Beth Costa, beth4544@gmail.com, 543-4544
District Director:  Jared Carlin, jared.carlin@scouting.org, 397-0210  

Aims of Scouting
A fourth aim of Scouting – Leadership 

Development – has been added to the other 
three (Character Development, Citizenship 
Training, and Physical and Mental Fitness). 
The fourth aim of Scouting will be included 
in all the Scouts BSA and Cub Scout modules.
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Unit Events
Your unit can be featured in the Courier. Send us photos and 

news of special events.
BACCourier@juno.com

Note – Please do not insert photos into the body of the e-mail 
– send as a .jpg attachment.

Soap Box Derby Car Can Be Yours!   
Would your pack or troop like to conduct Soap Box Derby 

races? We (Mighty Pack 5) have one car we would like to donate 
to a group that might actually use it. We have had it sitting in our 
storage shed for many years and besides being "in the way" it's 
such a shame to have it just sit there. With only one car we really 
can't DO anything with it either. 

If you are interested, please contact Nikki Schiro, Pack 5, 
Winnebago, at joennook@aol.com or 815-980-8175.

The Continuous Fire re-igniteds the Spirit of Scouting on Saturday, 
February 2, at 4:00 p.m. It burned continuously for the entire week 
encompassing the February 8 anniversary of the Boy Scouts of America.

Eagle Scout Training
All Wanchanagi troops please provide the 

following to the district Eagle chair, Ida Bolen. 
Send by email to i.bolen@hotmail.com or by 
phone at 815-239-2634. Thank you.

We are planning training to assist our 
Scouts to succeed in their quest to earn the Eagle 
rank.

Troop Eagle Advisor/Contact
Troop #_______________________
Advisor’s Name: ______________________________________    
Email  ______________________________________________
Phone: ______________________________________________

Send by email to i.bolen@hotmail.com or by phone at 815-239-
2634.

Eagle Project Review
For an Eagle project review, please go to the district Web site – 

BlackhawkScouting.org/wanchanagi. Click on the “Advancement” box.
At the Web site Scouts can request a time / date for a project review. 

Or they can email Wanprojreview@yahoo.com to request a project 
review date and time.

NOTE: To make another car, instructions for a “Cubmobile” 
are in the Cub Scout How-To Book.
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Training
For information on upcoming training, contact one of the following 

people.
Bill Costa - Scout BSA Training
847-454-4171, bill.costa2@outlook.com

Alice Roby - Cub Scout Training
773-368-5724, alice@oextreme.com

Roundtable
February 21, 6:45 p.m.

Boone County Day Camp
June 5-7 – 4th  & 5th grade
June 10-12 – 2nd & 3rd Grade
June 12 Tiger Day – 1st  grade

Harlem Day Camp
July 9-12 – 2nd  - 5th  grade
July 10 – Lion Day
July 11 – Tiger Day

2019 Wanchanagi Day Camp
Western Winnebago Day Camp 
 
July 15-18  – 1st  - 5th  grade
Lions and Tigers may attend any 
day 

Council Program Center
Day Camp

July 22- 26 – 1st - 5th grade
July 25 – Lion and Tiger Day

The February roundtable is Thursday, February 21. We will 
meet at 6:45 p.m. at Christ United Methodist Church in Rockford. 
Roundtable is open to all parents and volunteers.

There will be a special panel discussion / presentation on disability 
awareness and behavior. Everyone is invited to attend this special event.

From the Desk of
Jared Carlin,
District Director

Hello Wanchanagi Scouters!

I want to take this opportunity to highlight the upcoming 
Wanchanagi District Annual Meeting and Recognition Dinner on March 
31 at the St. James Parish in Rockford. The district awards are presented 
at this time. You can pick up the award nomination forms, including 
the District Award of Merit, at the council service center, roundtable, or 
download them from the council website. The forms are due back to me 
by March 1st (by email or drop them off  at the council service center).

We also have a wonderful new award implemented two years ago, 
the Youth Galaxy/Spirit to honor a youth. This award has been very 
popular. One award can be given to a youth from each unit so we could 
honor up to 59 youth!

Furthermore, this is an opportunity to pause and refl ect on the 
amazing capacity of this volunteer-driven program. Scouting would 
not be possible without the selfl ess actions of countless parents and 
volunteers. What started as a good deed performed by one Scout 
has turned into an international phenomenon over the last 109 years. 
Celebrating the dedication of the best of us at the local level is a great 
way to honor that legacy.

Reservations can be made on the council website or at the council 
service center. I hope you’ll join us!

Thank you all and Happy Birthday to the BSA!
(February 8)
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Unit Events
Your unit can be featured in the Courier. Send us photos and news of special events. BACCourier@juno.com
Note – Please do not insert photos into the body of the e-mail – send as a .jpg attachment.

Troop 181
Troop 181 did a camp-in at the Hoard & Curtis Scout Camp in 

Wisconsin. The older building has been modernized recently. The 15-
acre camp increases to 420 acres when the lake is frozen – an amazing 
playground in the winter.

Snowballs – Troop 181
Since the snowballs were already made, some of the Scouts of Troop 181 got 
into a snowball fi ght. [ Does any other troop want to borrow them? ]
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White Eagle District
Serving Whiteside, Lee, and Ogle Counties in Illinois
Web Site: www.BlackhawkScouting.org/WhiteEagle

Chair: Dan Hawkins, 631-2907
Vice Chair – Administration (open):
  Nominating Committee Chair: Dave Twining  dtwining@comcast.net
  PR Chair: (open)
Vice Chair – Membership: Bruce Colmark, 441-1992
  Webelos-to-Scout Transition (open)
  Spring Roundup Chair: Ginger and Darrien Albano, 631-0457
Vice-Chair – Finance:
  FOS Community Chair: Mark Zeigler, 713-1390
  FOS Family Chair: Chip Donahue, 626-5905
  Spring Popcorn Kernel (Whiteside):
 Margie Baker, 718-2289, kernelbaker@yahoo.com
  Spring Popcorn Kernel (Lee & Ogle): Pat O’Brien, 815-440-2569
Vice Chair – Program:
 Don Rastede, 625-3542
  Boy Scout Activities: 
  Cub Scout Day Camp: Josh Stone, joshstone1@gmail.com
  Special Events Chair
  Advancement Chair:
 Ray Gruber, 732-6807, rggruber@yahoo.com
  Religious Programs: Myles Newberry, 209-7327,
 mylesnewberry@sbcglobal.net 
  Scouting for Food: Kate Lehrke
  Camping Chair: Thomas Halla, 284-3308
  Cub Scout Day Camp – Lowden
  Josh Stone, joshstone1@gmail.com
 OA Advisor: Rick Rhoads, 562-4369, rrhoads63@aol.com. 
  OA Chapter Chief:
 Alan H.
  Training Chair: Katie Pierce, 815-973-4793
     Youth Protection Training:
Vice Chair – Venturing:
 Larry Williams, lbwilliams25@comcast.net
District Commissioner:
    Nancy Johnson, njm1964@me.com, 815-970-3040
   Cub Scout Roundtable Commissioner: 
 Josh Stone, joshstone1@gmail.com
   Boy Scout Roundtable Commissioner 
 Don Rastede rastededental@att.net
 Keith Potter, kb9giv@gmail.com
District Executive: Robert Sutton
 Robert.Sutton@scouting.org, 815-397-0210

February
18 President’s Day, council service center closed
22-24 Venturing Blast, Camp Lowden
25 Popcorn online sales open
25 Popcorn Show ‘N’ Sell orders due

March
3 Council Recognition Dinner
5 Courier deadline – Printed edition for April through June events
7 District Committee meeting
8 Popcorn Show ‘N’ Sell order delivery
9 Popcorn take orders begin
9 Trainer’s EDGE
14 Roundtable
16 Cub Scout Event at Midway Village, Rockford
16 First Aid and Medicine Merit Badge Day
23 Spring Ice Hogs Scout Night

April
2 Courier deadline – Internet edition for May through July events
4 District Meetings
6 Popcorn take order sales end
6 Wood Badge Reunion Dinner
6 District Recognition Dinner
11 Roundtable
13-14 Council Pinewood Derby
18-20  Popcorn take order delivery
19 Good Friday, council service center closed
22 Popcorn online sales close
26-28 U. S. Grant Pilgrimage

May
3-4 Annie Oakley Shooting Event
4-5 Kiwanis Work Weekend at Canyon Camp
7 Courier deadline, noon
27 Memorial Day, council service center closed
31-June 2 OA Spring Fellowship, Canyon Camp

White Eagle District CalendarWhite Eagle District Directory
All phone numbers are 815 area code unless otherwise indicated

Boone County
Conservation District

See pages _____ for information about programs
that are off ered.

Contact BCCD to schedule your own program and date

Aims of Scouting
A fourth aim of Scouting – Leadership Development – has 

been added to the other three (Character Development, Citizenship 
Training, and Physical and Mental Fitness). The fourth aim of 
Scouting will be included in all the Scouts BSA and Cub Scout 
literature and training modules.
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From the Desk of
Bob Sutton,

Senior District Executive First Aid and Medicine Merit Badge Day
March 16, 2019

CGH Medical Center, Ryberg Auditorium.
Registration starts at 7:30 a.m.

Sessions start at 8:00 and should end by 4:00 p.m.

Scouts will be able to complete either the medicine or fi rst aid merit 
badge. CPR Friends and Family exposure training will be taught (not the 
full CPR training).

Lunch will be provided.
Cost is $10 for Scouts, Scouters’ fee  is $6
Early registration is encouraged but walk-in will be accommodated 

as space allows.
Contact for further information is Don Rastede at 815-625-3542 

(home) or 815- 631-6470 (cell).   

White Eagle District Dinner
April 6

5:30 to 9:00 p.m.
$25 per person

5:30 –  fellowship
6 p.m. –  dinner

Cedar Stone, 610 S. Division Ave., Polo

To register or if you have questions, please contact Rosemary 
Matthiessen,  815-441-7126, or rmatthiessen@yahoo.com

1. As Winter is here and we are preparing for cold weather programs, 
please review the The Guide to Safe Scouting to ensure compliance 
and most importantly that we are using good safety practices to 
ensure the safety and well being of our youth.

2. First Aid / Medicine Merit Badge Midway will be held at: CGH 
Medical Center 100 LeFevre Rd. Sterling, on Saturday, March 16, 
For more information contact: Dr. Don Rastede.

3. White Eagle District Dinner will be held at Cedar Stone, Polo, on 
April 6. Gathering starts at 5:30 p.m. with dinner to follow. Cost 
is $25 per person. For information and signup please contact: 
Rosemary Matthiessen at 815- 441-7126 or email: rmatthiessen@
yahoo.com.

4. Cubmasters, please contact Bruce Colmark at Bcolmark@yahoo.
com or Bob Sutton at Robert.Sutton@scouting. org with a list of 
your 5th grade Scouts .We are keeping track of all who are crossing 
over so that no one is is left behind.

5. Unit leaders – we need the dates of your Blue and Gold or Court of 
Honor celebrations. Please contact Bob Sutton at: Robert. Sutton@
scouting.org

Merit Badge Midway
Sauk Valley College along with White Eagle District hosted their Annual Merit Badge Midway, Saturday January 12, at Sauk Valley College in 

Dixon, We had 112 troops from Indiana, Iowa,  Illinois, Wisconsin, and Missouri Iin attendance, 584 Scouts were registered for the event. We off ered 
31 diff erent merit badges from the popular Eagle required Citizenships to Railroading and Space Exploration.

We had more than 40 adults volunteer their time teaching. Many volunteers helped in the planning and preparation for this successful event. A 
special thanks to Josh Stone, Dan Hawkins, and Nancy Johnson for their leadership in this event. So many people volunteered in many diff erent ways, 
thank you to everyone who helped out. See you next year!
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Wetassa District
Serving Stephenson, Jo Daviess

and  Carroll in Illinois 
Web site -- www.BlackhawkScouting.org/Wetassa

Wetassa District Directory
All numbers are 815 area code unless otherwise indicated

February
18 President’s Day, council service center 

closed
22-24 Venturing Blast, Camp Lowden
25 Popcorn online sales open
25 Popcorn Show ‘N’ Sell orders due

March
3 Council Recognition Dinner
5 Courier deadline – Printed edition for 

April through June events
6 District meeting
8 Popcorn Show ‘N’ Sell order delivery
9 Popcorn take orders begin
9 Trainer’s EDGE
13 Roundtable
16 Cub Scout Event at Midway Village, 

Rockford
23 Spring Ice Hogs Scout Night

April
2 Courier deadline – Internet edition for 

May through July events
3 District meeting
6 Popcorn take order sales end
6 Wood Badge Reunion Dinner
10 Roundtable
13-14 Council Pinewood Derby
18-20  Popcorn take order delivery
19 Good Friday, council service center closed
22 Popcorn online sales close
26-28 U. S. Grant Pilgrimage

May
1 District meeting
3-4 Annie Oakley Shooting Event
4-5 Kiwanis Work Weekend at Canyon Camp
7 Courier deadline, noon
8 Roundtable
27 Memorial Day, council service center 

closed
31-June 2 OA Spring Fellowship, Canyon 

Camp

Wetassa District Calendar

District Chairman, Rick Cass, 815-757-7425
 Linrik2004@gmail.com
Vice-Chair – Administration
 Lee Kraut, 815-297-8247
    LKraut@comcast.net
  District Communications/PR Chair (open)
      Newsletter, Liz Hollis, 233-4870
  District Nominating Committee:
 Lee Kraut, 815-297-8247
 Gary Erickson
 Dana Ewers, 541-5322
  District Dinner and Awards
 Laura Welti
Vice-Chair – Finance – Gene Nott, 235-4575
  FOS, Gene Nott, 235-4575
  Community Campaign (open)
Vice-Chair – Membership: (open)
Vice-Chair – Program:
 Josh Ehlers, 815-291-6748
    Joshua_ehlers@hotmail.com
   Activities: (open)
 Scouts:
   Klondike Derby:
   Spring Camporee
    Fall Camporee
 Cub Scout: 
   Fun Day (open)
   Day Camp: 

    Advancement, Liz Hollis, 233-4870
 Life-to-Eagle Seminars:
   Liz Hollis, 233-4870
 Eagle Project/Boards of Review:
   Liz Hollis, 233-4870
   Tom Gillespie, 233-3284
 Merit Badge Counselors:
   Liz Hollis, 233-4870 
  Camping, Bob Boyer, 369-2834
   OA Advisor, David Hanson, 541-1801
  Scouting for Food (open) 
  Training : (open)
  Scouts BSA – 
 Cub Scout – 
 Venturing – 
Religious Emblems – Jim Clay, 970-443-2997
Vice-Chair – Venturing and Exploring
 Joe Shippy, 266-0649
District Commissioner
 Jim Clay, 970-443-2997
  Roundtable Commissioners
 Scout – Rick Cass, 757-7424
 Cub Scout  – 
District Executive: Matt Ohms
 920-723-5999 
 matt.ohms@scouting.org
 815-397-0210

District Committee 
Meeting

First Wednesday of each month
Bethany United Church of Christ

2341 W. Stephenson Street, Freeport
Beginning at 7 p.m.

Hazardous 
Weather Training

Eff ective April 30, 2018 new direct 
contact leaders must complete Hazardous 
Weather Training to be considered 
position trained. Roundtables

Roundtables are held on the second 
Wednesday of the month at Bethany United 
Church of Christ, Freeport, at 7 p.m.

Aims of Scouting
A fourth aim of Scouting – 

Leadership Development – has been 
added to the other three (Character 
Development, Citizenship Training, and 
Physical and Mental Fitness). The fourth 
aim of Scouting will be included in all the 
Scouts BSA and Cub Scout handbooks 
and training modules.
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Arrowhead District
Serving Grant, Lafayette, and Green Counties in Wisconsin

Web Site: www.arrowheadbsa.org

District Chairman:
 Daniel Frommelt, 608-732-8536, 
      danielmfrommelt@gmail.com
Vice-Chair Administration:
 Dan Bestul, 608-328-8055
 Risk Management Representative
    James Bussan, 608-568-3177
Vice-Chair Finance: Open
 Family FOS:
    Dee Woolf, 608-348-7403
 Popcorn Kernel:
    Bruce Smalll, bsmall@mchsi.com
Vice-Chair Membership:
 James Gerhards, 563-581-2502
 Scouts BSA Membership: (Open)
 Cub Scout Membership: Heather Lisser, 
      608-214-0970
 Life-to-Eagle Transition:
    Chris Brunette, 608-348-4552
 Webelos-to-Scout Transition:
    Bert Leach, 608-558-3924
Vice-Chair Program:
 David Wisnefske, 608-325-4606
 Activities:
    Kevin Olson, 608-778-1950
 Advancement: 
 Eagle Board:
    James Bussan, 608-568-3177
    Mike Johansen, 608-723-7077

    Art Whipple, 608-325-5734
    Neil Spurr, 815-777-2166
    Don Vannatta, 608-962-1390
 Camping:
    Chris Brunette, 608-348-4552
 OA Chapter Advisor:
    James Connors, 608-325-6495
 Platteville Merit Badge Midway: 
   James Bussan, 608-568-3177,
      bussanja@chorus.net
 Service Hours:
    Sheri Baird, 608-527-5068
 Training: Dennis Nelson, 608-325-7921
  dnelsonx@hotmail.com
Vice-Chair Venturing:
 Kevin Olson, 608-723-6250
Uniform Closet:
 Jeff  Everson, 608-328-4269
District Commissioner: Nichole Wiest,
  608-778-9124, ahscouting@tds.net
 Roundtable Commissioners:
 Cub Scout:
     Tara Bauer 
     Peggy Miles 
 Scouts: Andy Elkins, 608-527-2962
District Executive:
 Matt Ohms, 920-723-5999
 matt.ohms@scouting.org

Arrowhead District Directory Arrowhead District
Calendar

February
18 President’s Day, council service center closed
22-24 Venturing Blast, Camp Lowden
25 Popcorn online sales open
25 Popcorn Show ‘N’ Sell orders due

March
3 Council Recognition Dinner
5 Courier deadline – Printed edition for April 

through June events
7 District Committee meetings
8 Popcorn Show ‘N’ Sell order delivery
9 Popcorn take orders begin
9 Trainer’s EDGE
14 Roundtable
16 Cub Scout Event at Midway Village, Rockford

April
2 Courier deadline – Internet edition for May 

through July events
4 Districtc Committee meetings
6 Popcorn take order sales end
6 Wood Badge Reunion Dinner
11 Roundtable
13-14 Council Pinewood Derby
18-20  Popcorn take order delivery
19 Good Friday, council service center closed
22 Popcorn online sales close
26-28 U. S. Grant Pilgrimage

May
2 District Committee meetings
3-4 Annie Oakley Shooting Event
4-5 Kiwanis Work Weekend at Canyon Camp
7 Courier deadline, noon
9 Roundtable
27 Memorial Day, council service center closed
31-June 2 OA Spring Fellowship, Canyon Camp

District Committee
 Meetings

Arrowhead committee meetings are in two locations on the fi rst Thursday of the month.
One will meet at Dan Frommelt’s house  in Platteville, the other at Dan Bestul’s offi  ce in 

Monroe.
We will video-conference the meetings together.

Roundtable Date 
Roundtable meetings are on the 

second Thursday of each month.

Scouting in Arrowhead District is defi nitely a 
year-round adventure. Over the next couple months, 
Scouts from Arrowhead will be participating in 
Scout Nights of Skiing at Sundown Mountain, 
taking in a Dubuque Fighting Saints Game, traveling 
to Camp Lowden to the Klondike Derby, attending 
Merit Badge Midway at UW-Platteville, playing in 
the snow at Venture Blast.

There has also been talk of new troops forming 
to accommodate girls. Packs, troops, and Venturing 
crews all around are fi nding lots to do this winter.

Things are really heating up in the winter for  
Arrowhead District!

Winter Fun in
Arrowhead
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ScoutReach District
Serving Youth in Inner-City Rockford

Web Site: www.BlackhawkScouting.org/Scoutreach

ScoutReach 
District

 Directory
Scoutreach Coordinator
 Terry Nichols, 397-0210 
Program Aides:
 Terry Serrano

Jared Johnson
Roger Steder
Bobby Bowden
Rich Noble
Dave Keller
Lanekahm Phetmyxay
Nelson Richards

February
16 Pinewood Derby car 

workshop
18 President’s Day, council 

service center closed

March
3 Council Recognition Dinner
5 Courier deadline – Printed 

edition for April through June 
events

9 District Pinewood Derby 
at Booker Washington 
Community Center.

16 Cub Scout Event at Midway 
Village

April
2 Courier deadline – Internet 

edition for May through July 
events

13-14 Council Pinewood Derby
19 Good Friday, council service 

center closed
26-28 U. S. Grant Pilgrimage

District Calendar

January is a great time for snowball fi ghts.
ScoutReach does it indoors. 

Twenty-two Scouts and their leaders of Pack 124, Washington Elementary School of Rockford, salute 
their fl ag for the Pledge of Allegiance in the school's library. 
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SR Blue and Gold Banquet
ScoutReach Blue & Gold Banquet at Patriots’ Gateway Community Center, 

February 9, 2019.
The theme was “Under the Big Top - Circus”

ScoutReach District


