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Rockford Scout 
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2820 McFarland Road,

Rockford IL 61107

Monday through Friday
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Crystal Lake 
Scout Shop 

815-479-0615
600 N. Rt. 31, Crystal Lake, IL 60012

Monday - Friday – 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Saturday – 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
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2018 Council Recognition Dinner

(Left to right) Judi Walneck, Dave Twining, Douglas Tucker, Thomas Lotito, Daniel Dick, and Jennifer Broadfield-Colomer
(not pictured is Richard Cass II)

The annual Blackhawk Area Council 
Recognitioin Dinner took place on March 
4 at the Radisson Convention Center 
in Rockford. A parade of Eagle Scouts 
opened the dinner with the presentation 
of the Colors, followed by the Pledge of 
Allegiance.

Lance Snider, Vice-President for 
Administration in Sycamore District was 
the Master of Ceremonies. 

The following are the key recognitions 
presented at this gala event.

Scouting Veteran Awards

The Veteran Award is an adult recognition, 
however tenure earned as a youth may be included in 
the total number of years registered.

This year Terry Nichols was recognized for his 
60 years of service. Congratulations, Terry.

Hornaday Award

Think of it as an Olympic medal 
bestowed by the Earth. Conservation and 
the Boy Scouts of America have been 
partners for a long time. Camping, hiking, 
and respect for the outdoors are a part of the 
Scouting heritage. Many of the requirements 
for advancement from Tenderfoot through 
Eagle Scout rank call for an increasing 
awareness and understanding of the natural 
sciences. 

The fundamental purpose of the 
Hornaday Awards program is to encourage 
learning by the participants and to increase 
public awareness about natural resource 
conservation. 

Congratulations to Cub Scout Pack 
367 of Woodstock for earning the Hornaday 
Unit Award. Nathaniel Hawkins of Troop 
305 in Dixon received the Hornaday Badge 
for completing five conservatioin-related 
merit badges and a significant conservatiion 
service project.

Journey to Excellence Awards

The Journey to Excellence Awards 
is a performance recognition program 
designed to encourage and reward success 
and measure the performance of our 
units, districts, and councils. It is meant to 
encourage excellence in providing a quality 
program at all levels of the BSA.

In 2017 the council earned the Bronze 
Award.

Districts earned  the following Journey 
to Excellence Awards in 2017:

Arrowhead – Bronze Award
Sycamore – Silver Award
Wanchanagi – Silver Award
White Eagle – Silver Award
Wetassa – Bronze Award
ScoutReach – Silver Award

Venturing Leadership Awards

The Venturing Leadership Award is presented 
by councils, areas, and regions. and the BSA National 
Council for exceptional contributions to Venturing. 
Two Venturers were recognized:

Katherine Breslin, the youth recipient, has 
served her crew as president and is currently working 
with her district, council, and region on several 
different projects. She also helped to organize the 
first Blackhawk Area Council Venturing Officer 
Association (VOA) where she is serving as its current 
president.

Sarah Breslin is associate Advisor to her 
crew and is also serving as the district and council 
Venturing chair and was instrumental in organizing 
the council VOA.

In addition, Blackhawk Area Councilearned the 
Silver level of the Council Standards of Venturing 
Excellence Award 2017. This award will be presented 
to the council at the BSA National Annual Meeting in 
May.    

Scholarships

The Wayne and Ruth Diehl Scholarship Awards 
are made possible by the Diehl’s Scholarship Trust 
Fund. This year, scholarships were awarded to 
Zachary Mirza and Nolan Halla.

The Sons of the American Revolution 
scholarshhip for “Outstanding Eagle Project” went to 
Eric Hertel, Troop 957.

Torch of Gold and Special Needs 
Scouting Service Award

These two awards recognize adults for 
exceptional service and leadership in working with 
Scouts who have disabilities.

Torch of Gold Awards were presented to Reggie 
Parham and Javon Oden.

The Special Needs Scouting Service Awards 
were presented to Philip Batchelor, William Grahn, 
Daniel Persinger, and Karla Zander.

Class of 2017 Eagle Scouts

Across the country, 55,494 young men became 
Eagle Scouts in 2017. The combined number of 
service hours was 8,463,760. The value of these 
hours is about $204.3 million worth of service to their 
communities.

162 Eagle Scouts achieved this award in 2017.

Silver Beaver Recipients

The Silver Beaver is the highest 
award a council can present to outstanding   
individuals for their service to Scouting 
and the council.

Jennifer Broadfield-Colomer has 
been aTiger Cub and Cub Scout den 
leader. She is the Sycamore District Vice-
Chairman for Advancement. She has 
earned her Wood Badge beads, and has 
served on NYLT staff for several years.

Richard Cass II is Scoutmaster for 
Troop 51 in Mt. Carroll. He hasserved as 
district chairman. He is a member of the 
council executive board and has been on 
staff for AirCamp and Okpik.

Daniel Dick served on Canyon 
Camp staff for nine years. He helps 
with camp and Order of the Arrow 
promotion. Currently he is Central Region 
Coordinator fhe Developing Youth 
Leadership Conference. Dan is council 
vice-present for outdoor adventures.

Thomas Lotito is district 
commissoiner for Sycamore District. He 
has served on NYLT training staff and was 
course director in 2016. Tom is responsible 
for bringing Okpik Cold Weather training 
to our council.

Douglas Tucker is a brotherhood 
OA member and an Eagle Scout. Douglas 
serves as his district assistant roundtable 
commissioner and has served on Wood 
Badge staff.

Dave Twining has served as district 
chairman for White Eagle District. He has 
served on district dinner and funddraising 
committees. He is active in the district’s 
long-running Merit Badge Midway.

Judi Walneck is a member of the 
council Advisory Board. Currently she 
is vice-president and co-chairman of the 
council committee of endowment. Judi 
also serves as co-chair of the Central 
Region Second Century Society.
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Blackhawk Area 
Council

Hours, Phone, Address

Address: 2820 McFarland Road, 
Rockford IL 61107

Phone numbers:
Council office 815-397-0210
 FAX  815-397-7306
Web Site: www.blackhawkScouting.

org

National Scout Shop -- Rockford: 
815-637-6180

Address:  2820 McFarland Road, 
Rockford IL 61107

Scout Shop hours:
9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m., Monday - 

Friday
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday

National Scout Shop -- Crystal 
Lake: 815 479-0615

Address: 600 N. Rt. 31, Crystal Lake 
IL 60012

Scout Shop Hours:
9 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday through 

Friday
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday

Clip and Save
Deadline + Type Months Covered Mail Date or

Web Target Date
April 3  – Internet May through July April 10
May 1 – Internet June through August May 8
June 5 –Internet July through September June 12
July 3 – Internet August through October July 10
August 7 – Printed September through November August 21
September 4 – Internet October through December September 11
October 2 – Printed November through January October 16
November 6 – Internet December through February November 13
December 4 – Printed January through March December 18

Schedule for Printed and Internet Couriers
The schedule of the Blackhawk Courier will have four printed editions each year. The 

deadline will be the first Tuesday of each month. The revised schedule is shown below. The 
printed editions will continue to be available at www.BlackhawkScouting.org/courier. Note that 
recipients of the Eagle Scout Award and religious emblems will only be carried in printed editions 
-- and will not show up on the Internet versions of the printed edition.

Moved?
Changed Your Phone Number? 

Changed Your Home or Email Address?
Have you moved recently? Have you changed your phone number or email address? If you 

have made these or any other updates to your registration, please let the council service center, 
registration department, know. Call Lori at 815-397-0210 to let her know of these changes.

Each month we have several Couriers returned because of incorrect addresses. These returned 
copies cost the council more than $1.60 each.

Unit leaders -- please check with your leaders to verify that their address is correct on your 
charter.

Thank You
The Blackhawk Area Council wishes 

to thank Ed Rounds, Terry Nichols, Cecilia 
Dandrea, Paul Dandrea, Larry Swanson, Don 
Burrow, Dan Persinger, and Bill Peterson 
for labeling and preparing the mailing of the 
Januaryr 2018 issue of The Blackhawk Courier.

If you would like to help label the next 
printed issue of the Courier (about 3,000 
copies!), we will begin about 8:45 a.m. on 
Tuesday morning, August 21, 2018, at the 
council service center, 2820 McFarland Road, 
Rockford.

Come and enjoy coffee, refreshments, and 
fellowship.

Unit Events
Your unit can be featured in the 

Courier. Send us photos and news of 
special events.

BACCourier@juno.com
Note – Please do not insert photos 

into the body of the e-mail – send as a 
.jpg attachment.

“Do not let what you cannot do
interfere with what you can do.”

Blackhawk Area Council’s Annual 
Meeting will be scheduled for Thursday, April 
19, 2018, at 6:30 p.m.  The location is yet to be 
announced.

The annual meeting of the council shall be 
for the purpose of (a) receiving annual reports 
of the Executive Board, officers, and various 
committees, (b) electing members at large, 
associate and honorary members of the council, 
National Council members, regular members 
of the Executive Board, and officers of the 
Corporation other than the Scout executive, c) 
receiving and approving financial statements 
showing the financial position of the corporation 
as of the close of its most recent complete fiscal 
year and the results of operations during such 
year, and (d) transaction such other business as 
may come before the meeting.

Council Annual 
Meeting

Popcorn Reminders
Sale ends – Sunday, April 8
Unit orders due online – Sunday, April 8, 

midnight
Unit order delivery – Thursday/Friday, April 

19-20 (varies by district)
Online sales close – Monday, April 26
Unit checks deposited –  Week of May 14

EAA Young Eagles
Flight Sign-Up 

Details
AirCamp2018

A popular and “sold out” event at 
previous AirCamp extravaganzas has been 
the opportunity to fly in a light, private 
aircraft with a licensed EAA pilot. The 
program is called Young Eagles and Boy 
Scouts, Venturers, and Explorers up to 18 
years of age are eligible to participate (Cubs/
Webelos are not eligible). Anticipating a 
high demand for this September 29th event 
it is expected available flight slots to fill-up 
quickly.

April 1st is the kick-off for sign-up and 
the exclusive way to accomplish this is the 
Blackhawk Area Council website. On the 
main page will be a link for an interested 
Scout to sign-up individually and to provide 
the information requested.

This is “first-come, first served” so mark 
your calendars for April 1st.  Currently, EAA 
pilots are being recruited and we hope to get 
in the air as many as possible. Factors beyond 
control is availability of pilots and acceptable 
weather which are keys that affect what 
happens on the day of the event.

In 2014, almost 200 Scouts were able 
to fly. That is our minimum goal for 2018, 
hopefully more.

Merit Badge 
Workshops

There are several merit badge 
workshop opportunities for Boy Scouts. 
The following are listed in this edition of 
The Blackhawk Courier:
Burpee Museum – page 7
Boone County Conservation District –
     page 7
Crystal Lake – page 18

The most effective sermon is 
expressed in deeds instead of words.

Lord Baden-Powell

A boy carries out suggestions more 
wholeheartedly when he understands 
their aim.” 

Lord Baden-Powell

More details for AirCamp are on page 16 of this Courier edition –
and on the council Web site: blackhawkscouting.org
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A Scout Is Kind

A Scout is kind. A Scout knows 
there is strength in being gentle. He 
treats others as he wants to be treated. 
Without good reason, he does not harm 
or kill any living thing.

What Is a New 
Member Coordinator 
and Why Your Unit 

Needs One
As new members join Scouting this spring, 

many units around the country are ensuring 
they feel warmly welcomed. What’s the best 
way to make sure those new members start 
off on the right foot? Encourage a volunteer to 
become a New Member Coordinator!

The New Member Coordinator position 
is a new role for unit volunteers who will share 
the benefits of Scouting with new members, 
coordinate unit recruitment and help guide 
the joining process for new Scouting families. 
This volunteer is championed with helping 
youth and families to make friends, learn the 
ropes, answer questions, and engage in the 
fun and purpose of Scouting on day one. But 
that’s just the start – for a complete detailed 
explanation of the role  go to Scouting.org/
nmc.

Every unit could benefit by having at 
least one New Member Coordinator. NMCs 
promote the benefits of Scouting and help 
with recruitment, but their most important role 
is to help new arrivals feel a strong sense of 
belonging. This warm welcome is the best way 
to ensure that new members want to stay and 
experience all that Scouting has to offer.

To learn about this new volunteer position 
and how to begin training, please visit www.
Scouting.org/nmc.

Council News

Lions to Move from Pilot to
Full-time Part of Cub Scouting

On the heels of a successful pilot that 
introduced new families to Scouting and 
raised retention rates, Lions, the BSA’s Cub 
Scout program for kindergarten-age youth, 
will become an official part of Cub Scouting 
this year.

The decision was made official after 
a vote this week by the BSA’s volunteer-led 
National Executive Board.

The Lions uniform won’t change. 
Lions will continue wearing the blue Lion 
T-shirt. There’s also an optional cap and new 
neckerchief and slide. All are suitable for 
wearing with the T-shirt.

But many exciting changes are on 
the way based on feedback from families 
participating in the pilot. These include the 
introduction of a rectangular rank patch, rank 
cards, advancement chart and Lion adventure 
loops.

Keep reading for details about these new 
items, which will be available in late summer 
— in time for the start of the fall program.’

Can all packs offer Lions?
Absolutely! Lions are official nationwide, 

meaning that, beginning this fall, any unit 
in any council has the green light to begin 
recruiting new Lions and their families. 
(Previously, the BSA needed to approve 
individual councils and units to offer Lions.)

The rank is an official part of Cub 
Scouting — just like Tiger, Wolf, Bear, and 
Webelos.

Lions offers a great opportunity for 
your pack to serve more families. Packs that 
participated in the Lions pilot program saw an 
87 percent retention rate, steady growth, and 
excellent parental involvement.

No. They’ll wear the blue Lion T-shirt 
and blue Cub Scout belt. The hat, neckerchief 
and neckerchief slide are optional and can be 
worn after the completion of the “Gizmos and 
Gadgets” adventure.

Will Lions wear the blue Cub Scout
uniform shirt?

What is the Lion rank strip?
Once Lions complete their rank, they can 

wear the rectangular Lion patch on the upper 
left of their T-shirt. (That’s the Lion’s left, or 
over his or her heart.)

When Lions move into Tigers, they can 
sew the patch under the left pocket — below 
where the Tiger rank patch will go.

The previously introduced diamond-
shaped Lion patch is going away.

Are Lion Guides now called den leaders?
Yes. The BSA has changed the name to 

better align with the rest of Cub Scouting. 
The position’s responsibilities have not 
changed. Lion den leaders still facilitate and 
engage families so that each family takes a 
turn leading one den meeting and outing.

Where can I get more info?
The BSA will update its Lions website 

with more details over the coming days. See 
“Bryan on Scouting” for updates.

National 
Summertime Pack 

Award

Plan now to earn this award in 2018.
Your pack can qualify for the National 

Summertime Pack Award by planning and 
conducting three pack activities during the 
summer – one each in June, July, and August. 
Cub Scout day camp and Cub Scout summer 
camp can be used to help earn this award. The 
recognition consists of a streamer for the pack 
flag.

Dens averaging at least half of their 
members at the three summer pack events 
will be eligible for a colorful den participation 
ribbon. Cub Scouts who participate in all three 
pack events are eligible to receive the National 
Summertime Pack Award pin which is worn 
on the right pocket flap of the uniform. (Please 
note, this pin is an individual recognition for 
boys and may not be earned or worn by adults.)

Earning the National Summertime Pack 
Award is one way to help your pack earn the 
2018 Scouting’s Journey to Excellence Award. 
More importantly, however, it is an easy way 
to keep members of your pack together during 
the summer and to introduce new members to 
the fun of the Cub Scout program.

To ensure that your pack will earn this 
award, now is the time to plan your events and 
recruit a committee to run each of them. Give 
your leaders a break and get parents involved 
in these committees. This is another way to 
involve the parents and they may volunteer to 
help the pack in other ways later.

Date:  May 23 – May 28
Hours:  24 hours per day
Place:  McHenry Township Park
    3703 N. Richmond Road, Johnsburg, Ill.
Cost:  Free

The Wall That Heals will be on display for 
veterans, their families, and the general public.  
The wall is a half-scale replica of the Vietnam 
Veterans Memorial in Washington, D.C. and is  
accompanied by a Mobile Education Center.

The monument honors the more than 
58,000 service men and women who lost their 
lives in Vietnam and Southeast Asia and those 
service members who were unaccounted for 
during the war.

The Wall That Heals will be open 24 hours 
a day, accessible to anyone wanting to pay 
homage to these fallen heroes. 

Scout troops which are interested in being 
part of the twice daily opening and closing 
ceremonies are encouraged to contact me at 
wjcomein@gmail.com.

Scouts and school- children are especially 
encouraged to visit The Wall That Heals. This 
poignant yet patriotic display is an important 

reminder that our Freedom isn’t Free. Many 
Scouts across the nation have been inspired to 
use this image as part of their Eagle projects.  

Events during the six days The Wall That 
Heals will include a welcoming ceremony, 
military airplane fly-over, escorted school 
tours, candlelight ceremony, and Memorial 
Day ceremony.  More events will be announced 
in May.

For more information, email mnelson@
mchenrytownship.com.

The Wall That Heals

Education must be positive, not 
negative – active, not passive!

For example, the Scout Law 
in each of its details says: “A Scout 
does” – this, that or the other..

To preach “don’t” is to invite 
the doing of wrong. Rather infuse 
the right spirit, as powder is to the 
shot, so is spirit is to action.

– Lord Baden-Powell



Page 4

Blackhawk Area Council

         April 2018

Eagle  Scouts
The Blackhawk Area 

Coun cil takes pride in 
welcoming the following Boy 
Scouts to the rank of Eagle 
Scout.

Eagle Scout and Youth News

Now you don’t have to be an Eagle Scout 
to read about the cool things Eagle Scouts are 
doing.

Eagles’ Call, the quarterly magazine 
from the National Eagle Scout Association, is 
available to anyone, not just those who have 
earned Scouting’s highest honor.

All active NESA members automatically 
receive Eagles’ Call magazine as a perk of 
membership. That’s not changing. What’s new 
is that non-Eagles can subscribe. The price: 
$10 a year (four issues).

To subscribe, go to nesa.org/subscribe.

Jonathan K. Andrick, Troop 151, 
Congregational Church of Algonquin, 
Algonquin, Ill.

Kyle S. Blake, Troop 368, Light of Christ 
Lutheran Church, Algonquin, Ill.

Andrew R. Bradshaw, Troop 347, Bethany 
Lutheran Church, Crystal Lake, Ill.

Matthew M. Bronkema, Troop 27, Pearl City 
American Legion, Pearl City, Ill.

Ian J. Carter, Troop 717, LDS Church, 
Belvidere Ward, Belvidere, Ill.

Tyler L. Colberg, Troop 149, St. Mary’s 
Church, McHenry, Ill.

Joshua G. Cox, Troop 206, Harlem United 
Methodist Church, Machesney Park, Ill.

Riley S. Cox, Troop 206, Harlem United 
Methodist Church, Machesney Park, Ill.

Christian Hage, Troop 93, American Legion 
Post #12 and First United Methodist, 
Dixon, Ill.

Bailey J. Hawkins, Troop 108, American 
Legion Post 197 and VFW 6858, 
Brodhead, Wis.

Samuel F. Hildebrand, Troop 85, Church of 
the Brethren, Dixon, Ill.

Spencer M. Hines, Troop 127, Notre Dame 
Club of McHenry County, Woodstock, 
Ill.

Christopher M. Holden, Troop 64, United 
Methodist Church, Steward, Ill.

Ethan Homeyer, Troop 94, Post 522, American 
Legion, Prophetstown, Ill.

Benjamin N. Jackson, Troop 72, First Christian 
Church, Sterling, Ill.

Brendon N. Kaunas, Troop 149, St. Mary’s 
Church, McHenry, Ill.

Tyler J. Lentz, Troop 222,  Loyal Order of the 
Moose, Crystal Lake, Ill.

Cole M. Licklider, Troop 139, Holy Family 
Catholic Church, Rockford, Ill.

Devin W. Ostrowski, Troop 40, St. Edward 
Booster Club, Rockford, Ill.

Donevon I. Pankey, Troop 72, First Christian 
Church, Sterling, Ill.

Keaton L. Price, Troop 41, Westminster 
Presbyterian Church, Rockford, Ill.

Daniel J. Reteria, Troop, 40, St. Edward 
Booster Club, Rockford, Ill.

Garrett R. Rothbauer, Troop 151, 
Congregational Church of Algonquin, 
Algonquin, Ill. 

Christian C. Seagren, Troop 85, Church of the 
Brethren, Dixon, Ill.

Dru A. Snider, Troop 340, State Bank of the 
Lakes, Spring Grove, Ill.

Evan Timmerman, Troop 151, Congregational 
Church of Algonquin, Algonquin, Ill.

Jeffrey B. Ulazek, Troop 161, Oakwood Hills 
Lions Club, Cary, Ill.

Patrick L. Wallace, Troop 132, Immanuel 
Lutheran Church, Crystal Lake, Ill.

William P. Wickersty, Troop 127, Notre Dame 
Club of McHenry County, Woodstock, 
Ill.

Patrick O. Wright, Troop 93, American Legion 
Post #12 and First United Methodist 
Church, Polo, Ill.

Duty to God 
Promotion Patch
The Duty to God Promotion Patch is 

designed to promote the religious emblems 
programs. Both youth and adults may earn 
these patches by learning about religious 
emblems and making a commitment. The four 
patch segments come together as a “puzzle.”

Youth and adults are encouraged to build 
their own puzzle, piece by piece, by making 
presentations on religious emblems and 
encouraging others to fulfill their Duty to God 
by earning the appropriate emblem for their 
faith.

If you are earning the Duty to God 
Promotion Patch for the first time, you start 
with the anchor patch (which is the kneeling 
Scout) and then add the other segments in any 
order.

Here are some suggestions for using the 
puzzle patches:
• Access sample scripts and presentation 

materials here
• Religious Emblems Coordinators 

can make presentations and present 
puzzle patches to reinforce the Scout’s 
commitment.

• Adult training on religious emblems can 
include the presentation of the puzzle 
patch to adult leaders to encourage them 
to promote religious emblems to their 
own units.

• Consider having camp chaplains launch 
the puzzle patch program at summer 
camp. Research shows that camp is a 
place where Scouts think about God. Use 
the puzzle patch to reinforce Duty to God 
this summer.

Visit P.R.A.Y.’s
 New Website 

On November 1, P.R.A.Y. launched 
a new dynamic and informational website 
which includes a BSA page, www.praypub.
org/bsa. Many valuable resources for staff 
and volunteers can be found here on religious 
emblem coordinators, faith based initiatives, 
and direct links to the awards for all faiths 
recognized in Duty to God programming. 
Please take the time to become acquainted 
with these online resources. We encourage you 
to share them with others. 

Mary Anne Rounds 
BACcourier@Juno.com 

815-877-2968 
 

4223 Westfield Dr.  
Rockford. IL 61101 

 
Blackhawk Area Council, BSA 

Don’t be shy - 
Tell Mary Anne EVERYTHING! 

Send in your event notices, photos from 
Campouts & Adventures 

News of your Troop, Packs,Crews and Posts.www.BlackhawkScouting.org

www.Scouting.org/Alumni

Catholic Religious Emblems
The Diocesan Catholic Committee on Scouting and the Catholic Committee on Scouting for 

Blackhawk Area Council would like to recognize the following Scouts and Scouters who have 
earned their Catholic religious awards at Scout Sunday Mass this year.  Please congratulate them 
when you see them and encourage your Scouts to work on their awards as well. 

Pillars of Faith Award
Received for earning all four of the 

awards from Cub Scouts and Boy Scouts

St Peter, South Beloit 
 Andrew Beggs
St Mary, Pecatonica
 Nicholas Mirza
St Bernadette, Rockford
 Elijah Bracken

Pope Pius XII Award
St Peter, South Beloit 
 Andrew Beggs
St Mary, Pecatonica
 Nicholas Mirza
St Bernadette, Rockford
 Elijah Bracken

Ad Altare Dei Award
St James, Rockford
 John Cabrera
Holy Family, Rockford
 Chris Caruana
 Kevin Clemens 
 Aidan Wedwick
St Bernadette, Rockford
 Daniel Blakely-Snyder
St James, Belvidere
 Gabriel Motos
St Peter and Paul, Cary
 Ian Barnes
 Jared Bright
 David Etling
 Lukas Etter
 Kameron Fadden
 Michael Gonzalez
 Lucas Kascher
 Lukas Klipp
 Andrew Mohr
 Andrew Roth
 Charlie Wojdyla
 Thomas Wozniak

Parvuli Dei Award
St Mary, Huntley
 Benjamin Konopka
St James, Belvidere
 Brandon Acevedo
 Ricky Kessler
 Elijah Motos
Cathedral of St Peter, Rockford
 Mikey Dulce Consuelos
 Samuel Wirtjes
Holy Family, Rockford 
 Jacob Jaworowski
 Aidan Khalil
 Luke Wedwick
St Peter and Paul, Cary
 Brody Benison
 Johnathan Carey
 John Kraeger
 Wyatt Mallman

Light of Christ Award

St Thomas the Apostle, Crystal Lake
 Mark Pachla
Cathedral of St Peter, Rockford
 Bennett Lowary
 Henry Roum
 Jackson Wente
 Gabriel Zimmerman
St Rita, Rockford
 Danielis Petty
St Peter and Paul, Cary
 Jack Bickett
 Nicholas Pechotta
 Jeremiah Saunders
St Mary, Oregon
 Luis Alvarez
 Rafael Alvarez  
 Asher Kramer  
St Joseph, Harvard
 Alexander Olson

International Awareness Award

St Rita, Rockford
 Dom Petty
Holy Family, Rockford
 Chris Caruana
 Kevin Clemens
 Aidan Wedwick
 Ian Cordes  
 Sawyer Heckinger  
 Jef Heckinger  
 Mike DeLeo
St Bernadette, Rockford
 Daniel Blakely-Snyder
St Pater and Paul, Cary
 Ian Barnes
 Jared Bright
 David Etling
 Lukas Etter
 Kameron Fadden
 Michael Gonzalez
 Lucas Kascher
 Lukas Klipp
 Andrew Mohr
 Andrew Roth
 Charlie Wojdyla
 Thomas Wozniak
 Jack Bickett
 Jeremiah Saunders
 Brody Benison
 Johnathan Carey
 John Kraeger
 Connor Strike

Pope Paul VI Unit Award
Troop 139, Holy Family

St. George Award
Holy Family, Rockford
 Dr Jeff Royce ,Troop 139

Please talk to your Scouts about earning their religious emblems.  A Scout is reverent. If they 
are Catholic, they will need to work with a counselor- please contact me and I will set you up with 
one.  Otherwise you can refer to PrayPub.org for more information on awards.

Please plan on joining us for the Blackhawk Area Council Religious Retreat this year at Camp 
Lowden September 14-16, 2018.  More information to follow in the Courier and online. 

Cindy Chiodini
chiodinix5@comcast.net

 815-543-8404
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Religious Emblem
Programs

Attention all Scouts, leaders, and parents!
How many of you have started to work 

on your religious emblems? We want to take 
this moment to encourage you to work on and 
complete these religious emblems.

Throughout our Scouting program, we 
have stressed that a Scout is reverent and we 
have a duty to God.

There is an award for all faiths -- just ask 
us and we can help find yours. Did you know 
that if you earn your award, you can wear the 
knot on your field uniform as a Scout and an 
adult?

If you have questions regarding where to 
find information on your religious emmblems, 
please contact your district religious emblem 
coordinator or contact the council religious 
coordinators:
Mr. B at markbroman@hotmail.com
Cindy Chiodini at chiokinix5@comcast.net.

Service Stars
The veteran award is an adult recognition. 

However, tenure earned as a youth may 
be included in the total number of years 
registered.

After five years of registered service in 
the Boy Scouts of America, an adult may, 
upon application, receive the designation 
of “Veteran,” provided the person agrees to 
live up to the Scouting obligations; to keep 
local Scouting authorities in the community 
in which residing informed as to availability 
for service; and further, to be as active in 
the promotion of the cause of Scouting as 
circumstances and conditions permit. Service 
in Scouting organizations other than the Boy 
Scouts of America does not count toward 
veteran recognition. An individual must 
currently be a paid registered member of the 
Boy Scouts of America in order to receive an 
award.

An adult designated veteran shall pay the 
regular registration fee if desiring to continue 
to retain active connection with the movement.

Scouters desiring recognition as 5-, 10-, 
15-, 20-, 25-, 30-, 35-, 40-, 45-, 50-, 55-, 60-, 
65-, 70-, 75-, or 80-year veterans must have 
maintained an active registered relationship 
for the required number of years, paying the 
annual registration fee.

The records of the national office and 
local council shall determine eligibility. 
The periods of service claimed for veteran 
recognition need not be continuous.

Veteran Recognition
5-, 10-, 15-, and 20-year awards are 

awarded by the local council, while awards 
for 25 years and more are awarded by the 
national office; submit application to receive 
a certificate and option to purchase pin from 
Scout shop

You need to have proof of your years 
in Scouting when you apply for the pin. 
Application forms are available at the council 
service center or online at Scouting.org/
Veteran Award.

Service Recognitions

Protestant
Religious Emblems

God and Me
Trinity Lutheran Church, Harvard, Ill.
 Foster Piece

First United Methodist Church, Harvard, Ill.
 Jonathan Martin
 Owen Vail
 Daniel Wesoloski
 Aiden Cesarz

Religious 
Emblems

 P.R.A.Y. (Programs of Religious 
Activities for Youth) notifies the 
council of religious emblems earned by 
Protestant, Jewish, and other faiths, but 
not those earned by Roman Catholic 
youth.
 If you have a son who has earned 
any religious emblem, please complete 
the form below and send to  Blackhawk 
Area Council, 2820 McFarland 
Road, Rockford IL 61107 or email to 
BACCourier@juno.com. Thank you.

Name ___________________________

Name of Emblem __________________

Church Name _____________________
     ______________________________

Church Location __________________
     ______________________________

Pack   Troop   Crew  # ______________

Needed:
Religious Emblems 

Coordinators!
 

BSA has created Religious Emblems 
Coordinator (REC) positions at the council, 
district, and unit levels.

Do you know who your REC’s are? 
The REC’s are responsible for educating, 
motivating, evaluating, and expanding the 
usage of the religious emblems programs.

Now is a good time to recruit REC’s for 
the fall. For more information, go to praypub.
org.

“Everything is achieveable if one is not 
afraid to take the first step.”

– Peter Tremayne –

On Service
The key to success, in any line or 

endeavor, lies in service. Those who seek 
fame or fortune by any other route are 
always disappointed.

Waite Phillips
Donor of Philmont Scout Ranch

Helpful Links
Here are some links to the most current 

materials of interest for Scouters who are 
involved in the administration of advancement. 
These and many more resources are available 
via the Advancement Resources page at www.
Scouting.org/advancement.

Advancement Educational Presentations:
• Cub Scout Advancement: Delivering 

Adventure
• Getting the Most From Internet 

Advancement
• The Essentials of Merit Badge Counseling 

(English and Spanish)
• The Eagle Scout Service Project Coach 

(English and Spanish)
• Effective Troop Advancement (English 

and Spanish)
• Including Scouts With Disabilities
• Videocasts on Guide to Advancement, 

selected topics
• Introduction to the Guide to 

Advancement
• Judgment Calls
• Boards of Review
• Boards of Review Under Disputed 

Circumstances
• Boards of Review Appeals
• The Eagle Scout Application 

Process
• Eagle Scout Boards of Review

• Videos
• On Increasing Advancement
• Why Advancement?
• Guardian of the Gate

Guide to Advancement 2017
Eagle Scout Service Project Workbook
Navigating the Eagle Scout Service Project: 

Information for Project Beneficiaries
Eagle Scout Service Project Coach Application 

NEW!
Eagle Scout Rank Application
Merit Badge Counselor Information
Reporting Merit Badge Concerns
Venturing Summit Award Service Project 

Workbook
Venturing Board of Review Guide
Individual Scout Achievement Plan
Lone Scout Friend and Counselor Guidebook

Blackhawk Area 
Council

Advancement 
Reporting Policy

In conjunction with the BSA’s 
Policy on advancement reporting*, an 
Internet Advancement Report must 
be submitted to the Scout Shop for all 
purchases of Scouting badges of rank, 
and merit badges.

While not preferred, a paper 
Advancement Report form (#34403) 
may be submitted in lieu of an Internet 
Advancement Report.

If your unit uses of Packmaster, 
Troopmaster, or other 3rd party 
advancement tracking software, you may 
upload the advancement information 
via the Internet Advancement portal to 
create and print an Internet Advancement 
Report.

Any questions on Scout 
advancement, advancement reporting, 
or the Internet Advancement System can 
be directed to your district executive, or 
district advancement vice-chairman.

* Guide to Advancement 4.0.0.2

Rockford Scout 
Shop

815-637-6180
2820 McFarland Road, Rockford IL 

61107

Monday through Friday
9:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.

 Saturday – 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

Crystal Lake 
Scout Shop 

815-479-0615
600 N. Rt. 31, Crystal Lake, IL 60012

Monday - Friday – 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Saturday – 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Council News

Memorials
The coucil would like to thank the 

following individuals who have contributed 
to the Tributes and Memorial Fund.

In Memory of ...
Zee Bauman
 Lee Binkley

Harold C Burkhalter
 Linda & Eric Anderson
 Thomas & Dianne Ausman
 Kristin Boster
 Joseph & Angela Dubois
 Thomas & Paula Dubois
 Circuit Court-Urbana IL
 Steven & Mary Michel
 William & Beth Minder
 William & Beth Minder
 Dr. Susan Minder
 Nancy Norton
 Michael & Marianne Paris

Tim Cox
 Joyce & Kenneth Lange

Vincent Duren
 Lee Binkley

Dr. Virgil Grunkemeyer
 Johnnie & Elsie Dossett
 Conrad & Linda Lantz

Ryan Hanson 
 Boyd & Kathleen Kastning

Donald McIlnay
 Lee Binkley

William (Bill) Meinert
 Laraine Meinert
 Heather & Steve Menke & Family
 Dean & Robin Meinert & Family
 Electroform Company, Inc.

Tom Munro
 James & Judy Munro

Kenneth Nott 
 Lee Binkley

James Wilde
 Robert & Katherine Reffue

Journey to
Excellence

Service Hours 
Reporting

 You can now enter your unit’s service 
hours at www.Scouting.org/awards/journeyto 
excellence. Look for the “Service Project” area 
of the screen. There you will find the link to 
log your unit’s service hours, information for 
first time users, ideas and tips for a successful 
service project.
 To enter your unit’s service hours, click on 
“service hours Web site.” Choose “New User 
Click Here” or enter in your unit’s existing 
username and password. Users can still use 
www.goodturnforamerica.org and they will 
be redirected to the new data collection site. 
If you have any questions, please contact the 
council service center at 815-397-0210.
 Volunteers with a MyScouting account 
can also reach the Journey to Excellence 
service hours Web site by clicking on the 
Journey to Excellence Information link on 
the left side of the screen in the “Council 
Tools” section. Once you click the link, you 
will be directed to www.Scouting.org/awards/
journeytoexcellence and can follow the same 
procedures as listed above.
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A Scout Is Friendly
A Scout is friendly. A Scout is 

a friend to all. He is a brother to all 
Scouts. He offers his friendship to 
people of all races and nations, and 
respects them even if their beliefs and 
customs are different from his own.

A Scout Is Cheerful
A Scout is cheerful. A Scout looks 

for the bright side of life. He cheerfully 
does tasks that come his way. He tries to 
make others happy.

Make a Gift That
Lasts a Lifetime

Have you ever thought about a financial 
gift to Scouting that lasts a lifetime? In addition 
to donating to Friends of Scouting each year, 
which is absolutely necessary for the council 
to operate; there are other ways to donate that 
will create a financial pipeline in perpetuity for 
our council and Scouting programs and help 
us “Scout Our Future.”

It is our Council Endowment 
Committee’s goal to be able to fund all of our 
council program expenses through the interest 
generated from our Council Endowment. This 
goal is not something that can be completed 
in a single year, but a goal our entire Scouting 
community must take on together to achieve.

Specifically,
Our Mission: 

“To provide ongoing financial support 
for Scouting programs in the Blackhawk Area 
Council”

Our Vision:
“To ensure that Scouting in the Blackhawk 

Area Council is gratis from perennial, financial 
constraints in perpetuity”

So What Is an
Endowment?

An endowment is a fund held to provide 
interest and dividend earnings for the benefit 
of a charitable cause. Ultimately, it is a life 
preserver that generates income each and 
every year for our council. With a gift to the 
Council Endowment Fund, you are supporting 
Scouting throughout your lifetime and 
beyond.  

Unlike Friends of Scouting, your 
donations are held in a restricted fund, meaning 
only the interest and dividends earned from 
your gift can be used for council support each 
year. What this means is that if our endowment 
grows large enough, the Blackhawk Area 
Council will be able to improve its programs, 
cut costs for programs, and overall be free 
from the constraints of financial hardships.

There are several recognitions for 
Endowment gifts and different types of gifts 
that can be accepted such as cash, estate gifts, 
charitable remainder trusts, and much more. I 
invite you to read more about this great way to 
make a lifetime impact to the Blackhawk Area 
Council by visiting www.blackhawkScouting.
org/Scoutingourfuture

Should you have an interest in donating 
to our Endowment or have questions, please 
contact me anytime at 815-397-0210 or dane.
boudreau@Scouting.org and I will be happy to 
assist.

Dane Boudreau
Field Director

dane.boudreau@Scouting.org

Orb Activities Are 
Not Allowed in 

Scouting.
Knockerball™, BubbleBall, Battle 

Ball™, Zorbing, and Similar Orb Activities 
Are Not Allowed in Scouting.

In recent years, we have seen an 
upswing in the use of orbs for everything 
from rolling down hills, across water, 
“playing” soccer or football, and outright 
battles. They were included as an activity 
at the 2015 National Order of the Arrow 
Conference after a hazard analysis was 
conducted.

No one in a Scouting setting has been 
seriously injured in one of these to date, 
and we prefer to be proactive and cautious 
in our approach to this activity. Hence a 
multi-discipline task force comprised of 
program, marketing, development, legal, 
risk management, and health and safety 
professionals and volunteers has evaluated 
the risks of their use, reviewed their accident 
history, as well as the positions of various 
state and federal agencies on their use. This 
task force has come to the conclusion that 
the orbs (of any size) do not have a part in 
either the program or as an activity of the 
Boy Scouts of America or its affiliates.

To that end the online revision to the 
Guide to Safe Scouting adds this as an 
unauthorized activity.

19. Bubbleball, Knockerball™, zorbing, 
Battle Ball™, bubble soccer or 
football, and similar orb activities 
where participants run into one 
other or roll around on land or 
water has been reviewed and is now 
unauthorized.

Please communicate this to all 
participants in Scouting as part of our 
commitment to their safety.

Important Program 
Changes

Youth Protection Training
Effective September 1, 2017, Youth 

Protection Training will be required for 
all adult leaders at the time of registration. 
Paper applications from new leaders must be 
accompanied by a Youth Protection Training 
(YPT) completion certificate, which must be 
filed with the application.

Leaders at Summer Camp
Effective for the 2018 BSA summer camp 

season, any adult accompanying a Boy Scout 
troop to a residence camp or other Scouting 
activity lasting 72 hours or more must be 
registered as a leader, including completion 
of a criminal background check and youth 
protection training, even if he or she is the 
parent of a youth on the trip.

“Scouts First” Helpline
The protection of youth is the primary 

obligation of every individual involved in the 
Boy Scouts of America – including leaders, 
parents, members and professionals. As part 
of the BSA’s “Scouts First” approach to the 
protection and safety of youth, the BSA has 
established “844-Scouts1,”(844-726-8871), a 
dedicated 24-hour helpline to receive reports 
of known or suspected abuse or behavior that 
might put a youth at risk. The helpline’s goal 
is to provide immediate assistance to ensure 
that the victim, unit, and council are fully 
supported and the actions taken are properly 
documented.

MyScouting App Puts 
Training, Rosters at 

Your Fingertips
Scouters, now you can carry more of 

the tools you need to do your job everywhere 
Scouting takes you.

The myScouting app, the BSA’s official app 
to help leaders facilitate the Scouting program, 
has a refreshed look and all-new features.

The app is free and available now for 
Android devices (Android 4.4 KitKat or higher), 
as well as iPhones and iPads (iOS 9.0 or higher). 
Just search “myScouting” in your device’s app 
store.

When you open the app, you’ll log in with 
your myScouting username and password. The 
app will show you the tools available to you 
based on your Scouting position.

You’ll see your member ID, how many 
days remain until your Youth Protection training 
expires, links to resources and much more.

Other noteworthy features of the myScouting 
app include:
An organization roster so you can see all 

active adult members registered under your 
governance — down to the unit level. You 
can filter by Youth Protection trained status, 
position trained status and more. You can 
easily update this information, too, and even 
call or email directly from your device. And 
of course you can update your own contact 
info — address, phone number, email — 
right in the app as well.

A training center that lets you complete Youth 
Protection training and other online 
trainings right from your device. You can 
also view, save and send completed training 
certificates in the app.

Commissioner tools so commissioners 
can complete unit assessments, track 
roundtables, and view and track 
commissioner assignments.

Calendar and announcements pages so Key 3 
members can share updates with members 
registered under their governance.

A resources page with links to the latest BSA 
material, such as the Guide to Advancement 
or Handbook for District Operations.

The new app supports both English and 
Spanish. There’s also a night-mode feature that 
darkens the screen — so you won’t keep your 
spouse awake when you’re working on Scouting 
late at night.

Get Connected with “Bryan On Scouting”
Bryan on Scouting is a great source of the good news in Scouting! An off-shoot of Scouting magazine, you will find the stories and videos 

very hip, often inspirational, and full of great tips. Plus there are often prizes and contests – Bryan has it all!
It is well worth the read!
Join the “Tuesday Talkback” where Bryan asks an interesting Scouting question and Scouters around the country respond. The responses are 

worth the time to read. 
Follow this link – Bryan on Scouting – and you can sign up for email alerts on what he has posted about that day. It’s good stuff!

Council History
U. S. Grant  

My first trip to Galena, Illinois, and the 
U. S. Grant Pilgrimage was the last weekend 
of April, 1963. I was a fifteen year old Boy 
Scout. My troop camped with about six 
thousand other Scouts in Ree Park; it’s about 
a half a mile north of the city. We marched in 
and out of Galena. We had campfires, church 
services, and parades. 

In those days you received a patch 
for attending the Pilgrimage, a medal for 
completing the Pilgrimage Trail, and a 
neckerchief for providing a book report on 
one of the nine generals during the Civil War 
who came from Galena.

My troop brought twenty to forty 
Scouts to this pilgrimage and the cost of the 
neckerchief was two dollars. Some of the 
older Scouts would write book reports for 
the Scouts who did not want to spend the 
money on a book report.

This was the beginning of patch trading 
for many of us. The Market Square area of 
Galena was where twenty to one hundred 
Scouts and Scouters gathered to make 
friends and trade patches. It was great fun 
and addictive! 

Jef Heckinger

Special Combined
Cub Scout and

Boy Scout Podcast

Each month ScoutCasts address important 
issues faced by Scouters in packs and troops.  
You can listen to these PodCasts by going to 
www.Scouting.org/Scoutcast.aspx.

The CubCast and ScoutCast for March 
2018 is now available. Archived previous 
PodCasts are also available at the same site. 

Take a few moments of your commute 
— just 10 to 15 minutes a month — to make 
yourself a more-informed Scouter.With the 
BSA’s lineup of monthly podcasts — CubCast 
and ScoutCast — you’ll be the smartest 
Scouter in your pack or troop.

All this for the low, low price of free!

Scout PodCasts for
March 2018

“The Webelos Den and
Your Scout Troop”

In this special CubCast/ScoutCast 
episode, Amy and Bryan chat with Linda 
Baker, program vice president of the 
Northeast Region, about preparing both your 
Webelos den and your Scout troop for the 
Webelos-to-Scout transition plan. Linda is 
currently working on the task force updating 
the Cub Scout handbooks and is a local troop 
committee chair, so she has a great perspective 
from both sides of the transition process.

Watch your thoughts,
they become words.
Watch your words,

they become actions.
Watch your actions,
they become habits.
Watch your habits,

they become your character.
Watch your character,

it is your destiny.
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Cub Scout
Adventure Packs
Klehm Arboretum and Botanic Garden 

will offer Cub Scouts the opportunity to 
complete several “adventures” as they are 
working on their badge of rank. Cub Scouts 
can complete these self-guided adventures 
with a parent or as part of a den.

Each adventure is based on the new Cub 
Scout program and focuses on learning by 
doing and exposing Cub Scouts to new places! 

The following adventures will be 
available at Klehm:
Tiger: Tigers in the Wild*, Backyard Jungle*
Wolf: Paws on the Path*, Finding Your Way
Bear: Fur, Feathers, and Ferns*
Webelos: Webelos Walkabout,* Into the Wild, 

Into the Woods
 *Required adventures

Here’s how your den can complete an 
adventure at Klehm: 
1. Decide which fun adventure to complete.
2. Visit www.klehm.org and download the 

PDF file of the requirements to prepare 
for your adventure. 

3. Contact Klehm to reserve your Cub Scout 
Adventure Pack for the day of your visit. 
Visit Klehm and take a self-guided tour 
of the Arboretum, which has over 155 
acres and over 300 tree specimens. Cost 
is $6/adult, $3/Scout. Free for members 
of Klehm.

Cub Scout Adventure Pack
Klehm’s Cub Scout Adventure Pack is 

a backpack that contains materials that you 
will need to complete your adventure. Each 
adventure has its own special backpack that 
includes a notebook, writing utensils, selected 
supplies, and the printed requirements. 
Backpacks can be picked up at the Visitor 
Center and/or reserved by calling 815-965-
8146.

For more information about Klehm’s new 
Cub Scout Adventure Program or to request 
membership information, visit klehm.org or 
contact Carrie Schommer at cschommer@
klehm.org.

Stateline William T. 
Hornaday Award 

Collaboration

“The Olympic Medal Bestowed by the 
Earth.” This is how the Boy Scouts of America 
describes the William T. Hornaday Awards. Dr. 
William T. Hornaday, an outspoken advocate 
of natural resource conservation, created an 
award to recognize wildlife conservation 
and habitat protection. After his death in 
1937, BSA created the Hornaday Awards to 
encourage and recognize truly outstanding 
efforts by Scouting units, Scouts, and Venturers 
who have contributed significantly to natural 
resource conservation and environmental 
protection.

The Hornaday Award is one of the most 
coveted awards in Boy Scouting with only 
approximately 1,100 medals earned in the 
past 80 years. The Award may take several 
months to complete and generally requires the 
support of a conservation expert as an advisor, 
cooperation of a land management advisor, 
and the completion of several merit badges 
among other requirements. If a Scout chooses 
an environmental project for their Eagle 
project, that same project may be submitted 
for the Hornaday Award. 

To assist with earning the merit badges, 
three local nonprofit organizations are 
collaborating to offer several of the required 
merit badges: Boone County Conservation 
District (BCCD), Klehm Arboretum and 
Botanic Garden, and Burpee Museum of 
Natural History.

The following badges will be offered by 
at least one of the organizations:
Required badges (Scout must earn three):
Energy, Environmental Science, Fish and 
Wildlife Management, Forestry, Soil and 
Water Conservation
Elective badges (Scouts must earn any two): 
Bird Study, Fly-Fishing, Gardening, Geology, 
Insect Study, Landscape Architecture, Mam-
mal Study, Nature, Plant Science, Reptile and 
Amphibian Study, and Weather
 (Other alternate badges may be eligible 

for the Award, but those are not currently 
being offered by the local organizations. 
A list of all of the specific badges for 
earning the William T. Hornaday Award 
can be found on the BSA website. For 
more information on merit badges offered 
by each organization, visit their web site.)

For The Hornaday Badge- three required 
merit badges, two elective merit badges, 
and lead one natural resource project.

For The Hornaday Bronze Medal- 
Environmental Science merit badge, 
three additional required merit, two 
elective merit badges, and lead three 
projects from three separate categories. 

For The Hornaday Silver Medal- Six 
required merit badges, three elective 
merit badges, and four projects in four 
separate natural resource categories.

For more information on the William 
T. Hornaday Awards program visit: http://
www.Scouting.org/Scoutsource/Awards/
HornadayAwards.aspx

For more information on merit badges 
offered by the local nonprofit organizations 
contact Klehm Arboretum and Botanic Garden, 
www.Klehm.org, Arrie Schommer, 815-
965-8146; the Boone County Conservation 
District, www.bccdi.org, Tina Dawson, 815-
547-7935; or Burpee Museum, www.burpee.
org, Lisa Johnson, 815-965-3433.

Program Opportunities

Stay Safe
PAUSE for a Cause

JTE, NYLT, NESA, KISMIF. As Scouters 
know, acronyms pack valuable information 
into an easily remembered word. Now a new 
acronym has joined the list: PAUSE. Aimed 
at helping leaders and Scouts analyze safety 
risks, PAUSE stands for
• PAUSE before you start
• ASSESS possible hazards
• UNDERSTAND how to proceed safely
• SHARE your plan with others
• EXECUTE the activity safely

When you are getting ready for an 
activity, remember PAUSE. Have you thought 
about things that could go wrong? Are there 
hazards that can be avoided? This is a tool to 
help you know and manage the risks before 
you do something and to remember that safety 
is everyone’s job.

To print your own PAUSE card, go to bit.
ly/pausecard.

 The Scout News Reporter program 
recognizes those individuals who contact 
a news media or send them a news release, 
which in turn gets a positive Scouting story 
or photo published in an approved publication 
(see list on application form)
 Do you have Scouts who like to write? 
If so, they might want to learn about the 
Reporters Patch which is now available.
 All Scouts – Cub Scouts, Boy Scouts, 
Venturers, Explorers, Learning for Life 
participants – may earn this award. Complete 
requirements and details are available on the 
council Web site,
www.blackhawkScouting.org/Courier
 The application form is Reporter Patch 
Form 2012.pdf. There is also a Reporters 
Patch Guide.pdf to help you plan and organize 
your story.
 Earn a Reporters Patch!
 For further information, go online to 
blackhawkScouting.org.

Reporter Patch

A Scout Is Kind

A Scout is kind. A Scout knows 
there is strength in being gentle. He 
treats others as he wants to be treated. 
Without good reason, he does not harm 
or kill any living thing.

Boone County 
Conservation District

2018 Merit Badge 
Workshops 

March 29 –Fish & Wildlife*
      10 a.m. to 2 p.m. $5/$8
May 19 –Plant Science, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

$8/$10
July 27 – Indian Lore, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

$8/$10
Sept. 8 – Nature*, 10 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 

$5/$8

NOTE–First price is for Boone County 
Residents only

*Prerequisites – the following merit 
badges have requirements that need to be 
completed by Scout prior to class if he wishes 
to have his blue card signed off as complete.
• Textile: Complete #6 and bring in written 

form.
• Fish & Wildlife: #5 and #7 will need 

to be completed by Scout beforehand 
or as a follow-up project. Evidence of 
completion is required.

• Nature: Complete #4h(2) and bring 
collection

• Bring your blue merit badge card.
• Dress to spend time outside and wear 

proper outdoor footwear. 
• Bring a water bottle and a lunch for 

workshops that go through lunch.
• To register for a class, call our office at 

815-547-7935.
• Registration is not confirmed until 

payment has been received.

All workshops take place at our Nature 
Center located at 603 N. Appleton Rd., 
Belvidere, IL 61008

Webelos Adventures
Into the Wild  – $10 per Scout
May 12, 2018,  10 a.m. to noon

Into the Woods   – $10 per Scout
May 12, 2018 – 1:30 to 3:30 p.m.

Boy Scout Merit Badges
 
Mammal Study
April 7, 2018 – 1:30 to 4 p.m.
$12.00 per Scout, Scout leaders free, other 

adults $6.00
Don’t forget to bring your Blue Card

Reptile and Amphibian Study
Saturday, April 28, 2018 – 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 

p.m.
$15.00 per Scout, Scout leaders free, other 

adults $6.00
Bring a sack lunch and blue card.  

Bird Study
May 26, 2018– 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
$15.00 per Scout, Scout leaders free, other 

adults $6.00
Bring a sack lunch and blue card.

• Pre-registration and prepayment are 
required for all Scout workshops.

• Bring your blue card for all sessions.
• Check in starts 15 minutes before the 

program begins.
• Cancellation/refund policy: notice of 

cancellation must be received 10 business 
days before the event to receive a refund. 
A 20% processing fee will be deducted.  

• Call 815.965.3433 Tuesday –Sunday 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. to register.

Pre-registration and pre-payment are 
required for all workshops

Experience the 
World of Energy!
Free Field Trips for Grades K - 8
Available on Saturdays. There is no 

minimum group size.
• Learn about energy efficiency, energy 

management and smart grid
• technology
• Understand how energy relates to daily 

life
• Interact with the training tools and 

technologies used at ComEd
• Get a sneak-peek at the future of energy

Activities, videos, and online games 
at www.FieldTripFactory.com support the 
field trip and provide insights into the world 
of energy!

Where: The Discovery Lab at the ComEd 
Rockford Training Center, 403 Energy 
Avenue Rockford, IL 61109

Cub Hub
www.CubScouts.org

A new and exciting collaboration between 
Scouting and parents has been released. You 
can reach “Cub Hub” at www.CubScouts.
org. or by typing “Cub Hub” and look for 
“the official Cub Scout” site. You will find 
videos, lots of ideas, and you can respond to 
questions and ideas in any social media. This 
is a place where you can also share your ideas 
and stories also.

There are many new articles, videos, 
games, and contests, so take a look and catch 
up with the latest information.
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Five Self-Esteem
Building Skills

to Help Your Children
 
1. Give lots of praise, for effort as well 

as accomplishment.
2. Help your child set realistic goals.
3. When correcting, criticize the 

action, not the child.
4. Give your child real responsibility.
5. Show your children you love  them.

New Online Training Courses

Program Safety Training
The safety of all youth participating in 

Scouting activities is a priority of the Boy 
Scouts of America. Program Safety courses 
prepare leaders to recognize various risks, 
hazards, and accidents that may happen while 
delivering the Scouting program.

Program Safety modules available to 
view in the BSA Learn Center include:

Hazardous Weather Training – Discusses 
how to manage risks to our Scouting 
family in the outdoor classroom and is 
required for a least one leader per unit 
when taking a unit on a tour.

Safe Swim Defense – For adult leaders 
supervising a swimming activity and 
must be completed every two years.

 Safety Afloat – For adult leaders supervising 
all boating activities and must be 
completed every two years.

Trek Safely –  Designed to prepare Scouting 
groups for a backcountry trek. The 
training helps youth members and adult 
leaders how to identify situations that 
could alter the trek.

Climb on Safety – This module identifies 
procedures for organizing a BSA 
climbing or rappelling activity.

Chartered Organization 
Representative

Volunteer leaders fulfilling the role of 
a Chartered Organization Representative in 
the BSA are key to the success of retaining 
membership and achieving membership 
growth. With that in mind, brand-new online 
training has been created to impact the long-
term sustainability of existing units and to 
achieve true collaboration and alignment 
between the Chartered Organization, BSA 
professionals, and the Chartered Organization 
Representative.

The Chartered Organization 
Representative learning plan consists of four 
modules, ranging from ten to fifteen minutes 
in length, including:
What Is a Charter? The word charter has 

several meanings, but in the case of 
an organization, a charter defines or 
mandates its functions and lays down 
rules for its conduct or governance. This 
module defines what a charter is.

Scouting Units – This module summarizes 
the types of Scouting units and programs 
the BSA offers, and promotes the full 
family of Scouting units.

The COR Position –This module reviews 
the role of a chartered organization 
representative.

BSA Standards and Volunteers – This 
module examines the BSA standards 
of membership and leadership, 
indemnification, Youth Protection, other 
required leader training, as well as how 
to recruit and motivate unit volunteers to 
become trained.

New Member Coordinator
This course provides the basic 

information about the role of the New Member 
Coordinator and how they help welcome new 
families into units.

The New Member Coordinator learning 
plan consists of two modules including:
Welcome – This module explains the 

importance of the NMC position and how 
to build unit enthusiasm for recruiting 
and welcoming new members.

Elements of the Job – This 3-part module 
covers topics associated with sharing the 
benefits of Scouting, coordinating unit 
recruitment, and how to guide the joining 
and welcoming process.

The following positions have updated modules or additional new modules which need to be taken to complete your position training.
Registered leaders can access this training through their my.Scouting.org profile and clicking your position training from the Other Training link 

on the page.  

Succession Planning for 
Volunteer Leaders

The Boy Scouts of America is dependent 
on its many volunteers to provide the best 
possible experience to Scouts. The goal of 
Succession Planning training is to educate 
current volunteers on how to recruit new 
leaders, and provide a smooth transition to 
those new leaders stepping into their new role.

The Succession Planning learning plan 
consists of four modules, ranging from five to 
eleven minutes in length, including:

Volunteer Impact on Membership – This 
module covers recognizing positions and 
how to recruit and select volunteers, as 
well as identify key tasks and training 
opportunities.

Recruiting Unit Leaders – In this module, 
you will learn the recruiting method, key 
ways an individual can have influence 
in the community, and how to identify 
potential volunteers.

Volunteer Recruitment – This module 
discusses the elements of a recruitment 
call and the rules of successful 
recruitment.

Succession Planning – In this module, you 
will learn to define the cultivation of 
volunteers, the benefits of cultivating 
volunteers, and how to find volunteers 
and cultivate them.

Chaplain Training
Serving as a chaplain or chaplain aide 

provides the opportunity to help Scouts as 
they grow, both physically and spiritually. 
Completing these modules will fulfill the 
position trained requirements for any chaplain 
position across all programs.
Interfaith Considerations – This module will 

help you become familiar with various 
unit worship opportunities.

Religious Emblems and Awards – This 
module will introduce you to the religious 
emblems, badges, patches, and awards 
available in Scouting.

Chaplain Roles and Responsibilities – This 
module will provide an understanding of 
various unit worship opportunities and 
identify the duties of the unit chaplain 
and chaplain aide.

Coming Soon!
Leave No Trace 
Trainer Course

Who – Everyone – Youth 14 + and Adults
When –  May 11-13, 2018
Where – Camp Lowden
Cost – $50 per person
Why – You can become a trainer for LNT by 

completing this course.  Come and see 
what you have been missing.

• Learn new techniques for sharing the 
information that you will obtain.

• Play games to make it fun for all.
• Seek the opportunities to make every 

moment of a child’s time in nature as an 
opportunity to explore what it means to 
have fun outside while taking care of it!

How – See the council training calendar to 
register at Blackhawkscouting.org.

Questions – Contact Marian Walters at 
marian5355@aol.com

The Scoutmaster stops himself just in time.
A split second before shouting something to the entire troop, he has a better idea. He walks 

over to the Senior Patrol Leader, whispers in his ear and takes two large steps backward. The 
Scoutmaster smiles as the Senior Patrol Leader clears his throat.

“Troop 1, let’s make this a shortened break and meet back here in 10 minutes, says the Senior 
Patrol Leader. Then we’ll be back on schedule.”

What Is Wood Badge?
Wood Badge is the premier adult leader training experience for the Boy Scouts of America. 

When you arrive at the course, you’ll meet a group of leaders who share a passion for Scouting 
and want to help their Scouts grow into a great new generation of leaders.

The course material is based on the most current leadership and team development concepts 
being taught at major companies around the world. You’ll quickly see how they will help you have 
a greater impact as a Scout leader. It will also be apparent how these skills will make you a better 
communicator and leader at work, at home, and in other volunteer and professional roles. The 
training is delivered by an enthusiastic team of some of the council’s best trainers. Some people 
have said it’s the best leadership training they’ve ever received.

The action-packed schedule is so much fun, there will be times when you smile and laugh so 
hard that your cheeks hurt. The atmosphere is empowering and uplifting. even transformational. 
You’ll leave camp with a notebook full of ideas, new contacts, and resources as well as a bounce 
in your step as you head back to the youth you serve.

New 5-Day Schedule
The Wood Badge curriculum is inspired by Baden-Powell, the founder of the World Scout 

Movement who held the first Wood Badge course in 1919. Our council was selected to host a pilot 
for a new 5-day version of the training in 2018. This Centennial Update will be rolled out to other 
councils in 2019 and 2020. With these changes, Wood Badge remains the top leadership training 
available for adult Scout leaders, and the new syllabus is still full of games, hands-on projects, and 
inspirational moments.

There are several advantages to attending the course this year:
• Be one of the first in the BSA to experience the most significant curriculum update since 

2002.
• Participate and provide feedback on the updated material. By doing so, you will directly 

impact future Wood Badge participants across the nation.
• The course has been shortened from 6 days to 5 days.
• Attendees will need to hold a small-group meeting between the two weekend sessions, but 

there is dramatically less homework in between weekends than there has been in the past

Blackhawk Area Council’s Wood Badge C7-660-18 will be held at Camp Lowden this year:
Weekend 1: August 24-26  (3 days)

On Weekend 1, attendees will stay in one of the camp lodges and have all meals prepared for 
them by the staff.

Friday arrival at 7:30 a.m.   Departure Sunday by 5 p.m.

Weekend 2: September 22-23  (2 days)
On Weekend 2, attendees will camp in small groups and prepare meals together.
Saturday arrival at 7:30 a.m.    Departure Sunday by 5 p.m.

Cost is $210 if paid in full by June 1, 2018 ($240 after June 1)
Registration link is online at www.C7-660-18.com

Wood Badge 2018

The primary purpose of the Wood Badge experience is simple – to strengthen Scouting in 
our units, districts, and council. Every Scout deserves a well=trained leader. It provides dedicated 
Scouters with the concepts, tools, and methods needed to be effective leaders. Wood Badge creates 
a structured opportunity to develop critical leadership skills that can be used in virtually all aspects 
of your daily life. It’s an experience like no other. I hope you will join us in 2018!

Yours in Scouting and Service,
Kyle Baker

C7-660-18 Course Director
815-529-0370 / kyle.h.baker@gmail.com
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Online registration preferred: www.c7-660-18.com 
You can also return this form to the Council office.  

Name:   

Address:   

Email:   
(Email will be our primary form of communication) 

Home Phone:   

Cellular Phone:   

 Pack / Troop / Crew / Team Number:   
 (circle one) 
District (if known):   
Scouting Position:   
T-Shirt Size:   
Who can we thank for  
recommending  
the course to you?   
Is there another  
Scout Leader  
you’d like to  
nominate to attend 
Wood Badge?   
Enclosed is my payment: 
¨ Payment in Full $210 (before 6/1) 

 $240 (after 6/1) 

¨ Other Amount    

Note: Registration requires a non-refundable $50 deposit, 
which allows us to begin ordering course materials 
Check Payable to: Blackhawk Area Council 
Return app to Wood Badge C7-660-18 
a staff member  Blackhawk Area Council 
or mail to: 2820 McFarland Road 

Rockford, IL 61107 

register online:  www.C7-660-18.com 

Why Wood Badge? 

SCOUTING’S PREMIER 
LEADERSHIP TRAINING  

EXPERIENCE— 

WOOD BADGE 

New 5-Day Schedule! 
Weekend 1: 

7:00 a.m. Friday, August 24, 2018 through 
5:00 p.m. Sunday, August 26, 2018 

Weekend 2: 
7:00 a.m. Saturday, September 22, 2018 through 
5:00 p.m. Sunday, September 23, 2018 

Attendance at both weekends is required.  
In addition, attendees may need to hold a small-
group meeting between the two weekend sessions. 

An experience like no other 
Wood Badge is the premier adult leader training 
experience for the Boy Scouts of America.  
When you arrive at the course, you’ll meet a group 
of leaders who share a passion for Scouting and 
want to help their Scouts grow into a great new 
generation of leaders. 
The course material is based on the most current 
leadership and team development concepts being 
taught at major companies across the world. You’ll 
quickly see how they will help you have a greater 
impact as a Scout leader. It will also be apparent how 
these skills will make you a better communicator and 
leader at work, at home, and in other volunteer and 
professional roles. The training is delivered by an 
enthusiastic team of some of the council’s best 
trainers. Some people have said it’s the best 
leadership training they’ve ever received.  
The action-packed schedule is so much fun, there 
will be times when you smile and laugh so hard that 
your cheeks hurt. The atmosphere is empowering 
and uplifting—even transformational. You’ll leave 
camp with a notebook full of ideas, new contacts and 
resources; as well as a bounce in your step as you 
head back to the youth you serve. 
Wood Badge is an experience like no other. I hope 
you’ll join us in 2018! 
Yours in Scouting and Service, 
 
 

 
Kyle Baker 
C7-660-18 Course Director 
815-529-0370 / kyle.h.baker@gmail.com 

The best way to find yourself  
is to lose yourself  

in the service of others. 
  -Mahatma Gandhi 

BLACKHAWK AREA COUNCIL 
2018 Wood Badge Registration 

 

PHYSICAL DEMANDS 
Wood Badge includes a series of fun and 
educational training activities.  
The greatest physical demands are walking 
around Camp Lowden, playing some simple 
games, and working on a service project—
nothing that should keep anyone from 
attending. If you have mobility concerns, please 
contact the Course Director because our staff 
can likely make accommodations.  
The course requires you to have a current BSA 
Health and Medical Record (Parts A, B and C). 

Two AMAZING WEEKENDS AT 
CAMP LOWDEN in OREGON, IL 
The focus of Wood Badge is leadership 
development, not outdoor skills— 
no camping experience is required. 
On the first weekend, you’ll stay in the Boeger 
Leadership Lodge and all meals will be prepared 
for you, so you can focus on learning new skills. 
On the second weekend, you’ll camp and cook a 
few simple meals with your patrol. If you’re not 
an experienced camper, don’t worry: you’ll have 
plenty of experienced patrol and staff members 
to help ensure you’re comfortable and having a 
great time. 

Uniform & Equipment 
Each attendee will need a complete field uniform 
for the course, including official Scout shirt, pants 
or shorts, socks, and belt. 
The course fee includes an activity t-shirt that will 
be worn during some activities. More details on 
the clothing and equipment you’ll need will be 
shared before you arrive at camp. 

At Wood Badge, you’ll deepen your appreciation of 
Scouting’s heritage, and develop a vision of the role 
you play in its future.  
On the first weekend, each attendee writes a set of 
Scouting-related goals. These goals (your “ticket”) 
define your vision and outline a plan of action for the 
next 18 months. As you work on these goals, you’ll 
get an immediate return on your investment. 
When you complete your ticket, you’ll 
receive your training award: a Wood 
Badge neckerchief and leather woggle 
(neckerchief slide) and a set of Wood 
Badge beads. These items identify 
you as someone that has 
completed advanced training. 
They will also serve to remind 
you of your ongoing commitment 
to service and Scouting. 

WHAT IS WOOD BADGE? 
Wood Badge is the most advanced 
leadership training available for Scout 
leaders. 

The course is inspired by 
Baden-Powell, the founder of 
the World Scout Movement. 
B-P held the first Wood 
Badge course in 1919.  
The current course takes 

contemporary leadership 
and team-

development skills 
that are used in 
American 
business and 
combines them 
with over 100 
years of 
Scouting 
experience. 

The purpose 
of Wood 

Badge is help 
you lead a high-

quality program 
that ultimately 
enables Scouts to 
grow to their 
greatest potential. 

What Should I Expect? 
During the two weekend sessions, you will enjoy 
games, hands-on projects, and inspirational moments. 
You’ll build a strong network within the Scouting 
program, and gather resources on a wide range of 
leadership topics, including: 
· Situational Leadership 
· Leveraging Diversity 
· Communication 
· Project Planning 

· Leading Change 
· Problem Solving 
· Managing Conflict 
· Coaching & Mentoring 

Cub Scouting Boy Scouting Varsity Scouting Venturing Exploring 

Who CAN Attend? 
Wood Badge is for leaders of any experience level serving as a 
volunteers or professional in any of the BSA programs. 
 
 
 
 
 

There are no tenure requirements to attend the course: if you’re a 
registered leader and have completed the basic leader training 
courses for your Scouting position, you can attend Wood Badge. 

Leaders don't create followers, 
they create more leaders. 

   -Tom Peters 

Wood Badge 2018



Page 10

Blackhawk Area Council

         April 2018Training Talk

Rev F

Participant Requirements

 Must operate in a patrol environment.

 Must be a registered member of the Boy Scouts
of America. This includes Youth Protection that
is current through the end of the course.

 Must have completed the basic training courses
for your unit’s position.

 Must meet the physical requirements contained
in the Annual Health & Medical Record form
physical in a backcountry environment. Parts A,
B and C must be handed in by the first session.

 Youth, 14 – 18, must have their Unit Leaders
permission. The Unit Leader must take into

account the Scouts
physical capabilities 
for high adventure 

activities as well as 
their maturity.

Having attended
National Youth

Leadership Training is 
encouraged for all youth.

 Must have fun.

Course Fees 

Total cost is $110. Applications are accepted on a
first-come first serve basis determined by whenthe
deposit is received at Council ServiceCenter. 

$ Deposit of $20 is due by Friday September28,
2018 to guarantee your position.

$ Remaining $90 is due by Friday October
19, 2018.

The deposit and payment are non-refundable.
However it may be used another year or transferred
to another participant with yourapproval.

Limited scholarships are available. Contactthe
course director for moreinformation. 

Each participant may incur additional cost for
personal gear. Money will be given to each patrol
for food during the practicalweekend.

You will be instructed according to theprogram
syllabus and provided the Okpik Cold Weather
Camping book. This will give you all thematerial
needed to “Bring it Back” to yourunit. 

Upon course completion you will receive an Okpik
neckerchief, Okpik woggle, Okpik participant
cubes and an Okpik participantpatch. 

More importantly you will receive the knowledge
and understanding of how to thrive in thefourth
season of camping, and the passion to pay it
forward.

Okpik
Cold Weather

Camping
Blackhawk Area Council

Session 1 
November 10, 2018 at Camp Lowden 

Session 2 
December 8, 2018 at Cherry Valley Firehouse

Session 3
January 19, 2019 Cherry Valley Firehouse

Practical Weekend
February 2 – February 3, 2019 Camp Lowden

There will be patrol meetings scheduled
during this time. Dates and locations will be
determined by your patrol members.

Rev F

Registration

Online registration available at 
blackhawkscouting.org and select the 
Okpik tab or go to 
www.blackhawkscouting.org/Training/
Supplemental/OKPIK

- Youth (14-18) must have their Unit
Leader’s permission to participate and
be confirmed by the Course Director.

-Scholarships are available.  Email
okpik@blackhawkscouting.org for more
information.

Course is limited to 60 participants so 
register early to reserve your spot!

Find us on Facebook: 

BAC Okpik 

Get connected with the coolest 
campers around!

You belong here!

Course Objectives

The objective of this course is to help Scouting
units extend their camping season to all 12 months
of the year. It is expected that the participants of
this course will go back to their units and share the
knowledge and skills learned in this course. 

"Non Semper Erit Aestas"
"It Will Not Always Be Summer"

Our Train the Trainer program will provide you
with the knowledge and materials to conduct 

winter camping training
within your units. This
program covers the skills 
and techniques needed to 
ensure a successful, fun, 

and safe cold weather
camping experience. These 

include physical preparation, 
clothing, food & water, sanitation, first aid and 
emergency procedures, shelter building, traveling 
in snow, and making equipment. 

Cold weather camping mistakes can be deadly. The 
skills learned in the Okpik Program will make cold 
weather camping an enjoyable, safe Scouting

experience. Because of this the 
course is limited to
adults and experienced
youth only, at least 14
years old, approved by 
their Unit Leader and the

Course Director.

Attendance at all three classroom sessions and
the practical weekend campout are required to
complete the course.

Course Director

Hello from the course director! I would like to 
take this opportunity to encourage you to attend
this unique training course offered by the
Blackhawk Area Council.

I guarantee this will be the “coolest” training you
have ever taken.

Please email me with any questions at
okpik@blackhawkscouting.org.

The dates are set.
The times are set

The places are set.

All we need is “U” to have “F N”.
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Youth
Is not a time of life ... it is a state of mind; it is a temper of the will, a quality of the 

imagination, a vigor of the emotions, a predominance of courage over timidity, of the appetite 
for adventure over love of ease.

Nobody grows old except by deserting their ideas. Years wrinkle the skin, but to give up 
enthusiasm wrinkles the soul.

Worry, doubt, self-distrust, fear, and despair–these are the long, long years that bow the 
head and turn the growing spirit back to dust. Whether seventy of sixteen, there is in every 
being’s heart the love of wonder, the sweet amazement of the stars and the star-like things and 
thought, the undaunted challenge of events, the unfailing childlike appetite for what-next, and 
the joy and the game of life.

You are as young as your faith, as old as your fear; as young as your hope, as old as your 
despair.

So long as your heart receives messages of beauty, cheer, courage, grandeur, and power 
from the earth, from man and from the infinite, so long as you are young.

Over the desk of General MacArthur

Upcoming Training
The chart below lists known upcoming training dates for upcoming months. Details such 

as time and location can be found in your district’s section of this newspaper and on the council 
calendar and district Web sites. If the dates of a training course in your district don’t fit your 
schedule, check out the dates in another district. The important thing is to take training as soon as 
possible in order to give your Scouts the best program possible. 

Basic leader position training sessions for most positions are available online through 
My.Scouting.org.

Please note that Youth Protection training must be taken within 30 days of registering for the 
first time or before your unit recharters if you have not completed the course within the past two 
years. Youth Protection training is available online through My.Scouting.org.

Consult the council web site and future Couriers for upcoming training courses.

Council May 11-13 – Leave No Trace Trainer Course
June 10-15 – NYLT, Camp Lowden
August 5-10 – NYLT, Camp Lowden
August 24-26 – Wood Badge, weekend one

Sycamore April 26-27 – BALOO, practical course
May 5-6 – Introduction to Outdoor Leader Skills

Wanchanagi March 22-23 – BALOO training
April 13-14 – BALOO for the Befuddled
Troop Committee Challenge -- Available as an in-house training upon 

request!
White Eagle April 7-8 – BALOO training
Wetassa April 7-8 – BALOO training in Monroe
Arrowhead April 7-8 – BALOO training

Boy Scout Online 
Training

Boy Scout leader training is now 
available online at my.Scouting.org. This 
created an additional training option for 
leaders and volunteers who need to complete 
their position-specific training requirements 
for the Boy Scout program.

 In order to be position-trained in the 
BSA Learn Center, unit and assistant unit 
leaders must complete the required eLearning 
modules for their role and also must complete 
the Introduction to Outdoor Leader Skills 
(IOLS) face-to-face course. 

These online modules can be used for the 
position-trained requirements for committee 
chairs and committee members.

Merit Badge Counselor training is also 
included in this release. It consists of six online 
modules that, once completed, will trigger you 
as position-trained.

Please note that Fast Start trainings are 
now retired and have been replaced by this 
online learning.

Varsity coaches have the option 
of completing the online Scoutmaster 
training or Varsity Coach leader-specific 
training. Varsity team committee members 
can complete the online Troop Committee 
Challenge or the face-to-face, instructor-led 
Team Committee Challenge.

Modules range from five to 15 minutes 
in length. They’re designed to be completed at 
your own pace — all at once or one at a time.

The modules are grouped into three 
learning plans:
• Complete before the first meeting 
• Complete within the first 30 days in your 

volunteer role 
• Complete to become “position trained”

The modules stay put once you’re done, 
so you can return to review any section at any 
time.

Log in to My.Scouting.org and click on 
“BSA Learn Center.” 

Cub Scout Leader 
OnlineTraining 

Available at 
My.Scouting.org 
Kick off a new year of Cub Scouting 

with the training you need to be a successful 
pack or den leader. The BSA’s Scouting 
U team has released new Cub Scout 
leader online training in the redesigned 
LearnCenter available at my.Scouting.org.

Now at my.Scouting.org, leaders can 
get trained for their volunteer role without 
leaving the couch. Complete the courses at 
your own pace from a home computer or 
tablet.

The experts at Scouting U found that 
today’s adult learner prefers to consume 
smaller chunks of knowledge versus an all-
day class, says Steve Yackel, team leader of 
Instructional Design at Scouting U. Adults 
also retain more knowledge, he says, if they 
are given the chance to put their newfound 
skills into action.

In the LearnCenter, leaders watch a 
series of eight- to 10-minute interactive 
videos in three sections: Before the First 
Meeting, Within 30 Days, and Position 
Trained. The lessons are broken into three 
sections to allow leaders time to put their 
newfound knowledge into action

(Of course, some will decide to 
complete all training sessions at once, 
which is the beauty of online training: It’s 
flexible and adaptable to your schedule and 
preferences.)

And remember, face-to-face training 
is still available for those who prefer this 
style of learning. Check with your district 
training chair for the next available course. 

Bullying Prevention
Training

Check out the "Supplemental Training" 
page on www.Scouting.org/training for two 
bullying prevention courses (each with 
self-study and instructor-led versions) you 
can use in your unit or service area - Stop 
Bullying Now: Tips for Scouting Leaders 
and  Scouts.

Bullying Awareness
The idea that a Scout should treat others 

as he or she wants to be treated—a Scout is 
kind—is woven throughout the programs 
and literature of the Boy Scouts of America. 
When a Scout follows the principles of the 
Scout Oath and Scout Law, bullying and 
hazing situations should never occur.

These fact sheets will help with 
bullying awareness and direct you to 
resources provided by the BSA and other 
entities we work with to protect children. 
These sheets may be found on the Scouting.
org/training website under Youth Protection.
• A Scout Is Kind Newsletter
• Bullying—What Is Bullying?
• Bullying Prevention Guide
• Creating a Bullying—Free Culture in 

Scouting
• What to Do if Your Child Is Being 

Bullied
• Prevention of Cyberbullying in 

Scouting
• Reporting Suspected or Observed 

Bullying
• Providing Support to Scouts Who Are 

Bullied
• The Bully
• Prevention of Bullying in Scouting—

Unit Discussions
• Myths About Bullying

Training News

Youth Protection 
Training

Have you checked your Youth Protection 
Training (YPT) status lately? It is easier now 
that MyScouting Tools is up and running, but it 
still depends on you linking your membership 
ID number(s) to your MyScouting account.

The two biggest issues we find preventing 
a unit, district, or council from getting all 
active direct-contact leaders YPT trained are 
not linking the ID number and unrenewed 
YPT. Remember, YPT must be taken every 
two years.

It is very important we do all we can 
to protect our youth and we stay up to date 
on how we can all do Scouting Safely. Be 
sure to bookmark, share, and visit the Youth 
Protection web site:

www.Scouting.org/
Training/YouthProtection

“This Is Scouting”
Course Retirement
“This is Scouting,” a long-standing 

orientation course, provided Scouters with an 
overview of the Scouting organization which 
included the history, values, programs, and more 
for the BSA.

Recent changes in the Scouting program 
have impacted the content contained within this 
course. Therefore, “This is Scouting” is now 
retired and is no longer available to be viewd on 
my.Scouting, but many of the topics discussed 
are included in other available trianing modules.

Previously, many adult training awards 
required the completion of This is Scouting. 
With the retirement of this course, most of the  
progress record forms have been updated to 
reflect this change and are available for download 
on mcouting.org.

The Philmont Training Center (PTC) is 
the national volunteer training center for the 
Boy Scouts of America. Since 1950, the PTC 
has provided a unique environment for training 
volunteers, creating leaders, and hosting family 
friendly experiences and adventures. Each year 
more than 6,000 Scouters and their families 
attend the PTC.

Every conference at the PTC features 
tools, techniques, audiovisuals, discussions, 
idea sharing, and activities led by a faculty of 

experienced Scouters. All registered Scouters 
are invited to attend training center courses; 
council approval is not required.

From infants to your spouse, bring the 
entire family to the Philmont Training Center 
with you next summer! While you attend your 
training sessions, your family will be engaged 
in age-appropriate activities with the Philmont 
Scout Ranch staff.

For list of conferences and dates, go to 
PhilmontTrainingCenter.org

2018 PTC Conference Registration
Is Now Open!

What Is a Scouter
A Scouter is one who knows it’s not about them but about the 

youth we serve, who knows it’s not about building campfires in 
the rain and tying square knots but it is about sharing leadership 
skills and opportunity with others, who knows that Scouting is not 
perfect but is a safe environment for youth to learn lifelong skills, 
who knows we are blessed by the opportunity of doing our small 
part to support the Scouting movement.
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Cub Hub
www.CubScouts.org

A new and exciting collaboration between Scouting and parents has been released. You can 
reach “Cub Hub” at www.CubScouts.org. or by typing “Cub Hub” and look for “the official Cub 
Scout” site. You will find videos, lots of ideas, and you can respond to questions and ideas in any 
social media. This is a place where you can also share your ideas and stories also.

There are many new articles, videos, games, and contests, so take a look and catch up with 
the latest information.

The Wilderness Engineers of Camp Lowden function as an important and vital volunteer 
organization with the primary responsibility to assist in sustaining and improving the camp 
grounds, buildings, and campsites.

The Wilderness Engineers serve at the pleasure of the Blackhawk Area Council and take 
direction from the Property and Facilities Committee with the committee chair the focal point for 
communication and approval of projects and work details.

The volunteer group coordinates with the council program director overseeing Camp Lowden 
to provide maximum communication and efficiency.

Projects assigned by the council or requested by the Wilderness Engineers will be considered 
and approved based on funding and/or materials available in conjunction with the skill level and 
abilities of the volunteer(s) involved. This will include repairs, maintenance, painting, staining, 
cleaning, construction, mechanical, electrical, plumbing, landscaping, and tree removal needs of 
the camp to protect its functionality, beauty, and grandeur.

Go to BlackhawkScouting.org home page and click on Wilderness Engineers to reach a skills 
profile.

Century Guardians
Camp Lowden’s Century Guardians is a way to financially impact the future of Camp Lowden.
Minimum annual membership is only $100.
The Guardians are a formal group and will meet annually to discuss the camp and select a 

project or initiative they believe will enhance the experience at Camp Lowden. This could be a 
small initiative that is deemed important and that can be funded immediately or may be a larger, 
bold project requiring several years to raise the necessary funds.

Regardless, membership and financial contributions obtained goes directly to something that 
the Guardians support and view will impact  future generations using Camp Lowden.

If you are interested in joining or to apply to become a member, please go to BlackhawkScouting.
org and click on Century Guardians on the home page.

Want to Be a Philmont 
Staffer?

Philmont has begun hiring staff for the 
2018 summer! Get your application in early, 
as they hope to hire most positions by March 
1, 2018.

Wilderness Engineers
of Camp Lowden

Northern Tier 
National High 

Adventure Program
Northern Tier registration 

and lottery info
2018: The lottery for 2018 spots

The lottery for 2018 spots occurred in 
January 2017. However, some spaces are still 
available — especially in August 2018. Go 
here to see details; look for the link marked 
“Click Here for Trip Availability.”

2019: The 2019 Northern Tier registration
The 2019 Northern Tier registration 

lottery opens at 9 a.m. Central Time on 
January 2, 2018. It closes a week later: 11:59 
p.m. Central Time on January 9, 2018.

Paddle your way to an experience of 
a lifetime in Minnesota and Canada at the 
Northern Tier National High Adventure 
Program.

During their 6- to 11-night journey of 50 
to 150 miles, Northern Tier crews follow in the 
footsteps and paddle tracks of 1800s French-
Canadian voyagers.

Summit Bechtel 
Reserve

Spaces are still available for 2018, 
though the base’s popular 50-mile paddle 
trek on the New River is filling up fast. In 
2019, the Paul R. Christen base is open on 
a modified schedule so SBR can host the 
2019 World Scout Jamboree — the first on 
American soil since 1967.

5 Reasons to Spend a 
Week at Scout Summer 

Camp
1. You’re at a place where songs and 

skits are encouraged.
2. You get to unplug for a week.
3. You make lifelong memories.
4. You see young people become 

leaders.
5. You learn something new.

2018: The lottery for 2018 trips
The lottery for 2018 trips was held 

January 15 to February 15, 2017. Unclaimed 
trips are available on a first-come, first-served 
basis and can be viewed at www.bsaseabase.
org. Units cancel reservations from time to 
time, so check back regularly if you don’t see 
the trip you want.

2019: Yes, it’s time to start thinking about 
2019.

Yes, it’s time to start thinking about 
2019. Slots for 2019 will be allocated using an 
online lottery, open from 9 a.m. ET on January 
23 to 5 p.m. ET on February 13, 2018. You can 
enter the lottery by logging onto bsaseabase.
org. There’s no advantage to entering early; 
as long as your entry is submitted during the 
window you’re good.

Winning units will be notified in early 
March 2018.

Section C-7 OA Conclave
April 20-22, 2018

Sandwich Fairgrounds
Sandwich, Illinois 

Ticket on the Oriented Express

Would you like to be a part of the best weekend event the Order of the Arrow has to offer? 
Does a lodgeball tournament, a car smash, a pow-wow, regalia building training, and hanging out 
with the 2018 Central Region Chief sound like a good time? Then register for the 2018 Section 
C-7 Conclave!

With this year’s theme, Ticket on the Oriented Express, you’ll be able to stop at every 
station on your personalized training track. The event takes place April 20-22, 2018, at Sandwich 
Fairgrounds in Sandwich, Illinois. Join your Wulapeju brothers at Section C-7’s Conclave and take 
part in the biggest section event of the year!

Registration is open now, so grab your ticket on the Oriented Express today! Go to http//
register.oac7.org/apply

Dear Lodge Members:
With spring just around the corner and unit elections beginning, we wish to remind you that 

Vigil petitions are also a vital part of the recognition process in our Order. These petitions are for 
the very special people who have and continued to up hold the traditions and spirit of the Order of 
the Arrow. The following guidelines should be used to petition that person. 

Vigil Honor Petition
The VIGIL Honor of the Order Of The Arrow is the high mark of distinction and recognition 

reserved for those Scouts and Scouters who are members of the Order and by reason of exceptional 
service and unselfish interest, have made distinguished contributions beyond the immediate 
responsibilities of their position or office to one or more of the following areas: their Lodge, the 
Order Of The Arrow, Scouting, or their Scout Camp. Under no circumstances should tenure in 
Scouting or the Order Of The Arrow be considered as ample reason for Vigil Honor recognition.

The requirements are as follows:
1. Candidates for the Vigil Honor must be Brotherhood members for 2 years or more at the time 

of selection by the Vigil selection review committee.
2. Candidate must be currently registered in Scouting and have their Lodge dues paid.
3. Recommendations are to be prepared on the Vigil Honor Petition and be filled out completely 

before it can be considered by the selection review committee. Particular care should be taken 
in furnishing membership figures, the petitioner’s name and phone number which must be 
included in the petition. Additional items are as follows:

 a.  Ordeal Induction date given as month and year;
 b.  Brotherhood Member date given as month and year;
 c.  Offices held in Scouting and their dates;
 d.  Special awards i.e., religious emblem, Eagle Rank, and JLT
 e.  Offices held in the Order of the Arrow and their dates;
 f.  Specific reasons for nominating the candidate for the Vigil Honor, which must be listed 

concisely as well as completely and
 g.  Selection of two choices of an Indian name and its English equivalent for the candidate 

chosen from the “Lenni Lenape Word List” contained in the Order of the Arrow 
handbook.

4. The petition must then be received by the Lodge Vigil Selection Review Committee on or 
before the second Saturday of May and before the convening of the Lodge Vigil Selection 
Review Committee meeting.

5. This petition can be initiated by youth or adult Order of the Arrow members for candidates 
who are youth or adult members who are not of their own immediate family.

We encourage each chapter to provide a contingent made up of one voting youth and one 
adult advisor to represent your chapter on the Vigil Selection Review Committee. It would be 
preferred that the youth voting delegates be Vigil members, however the youth does not have to 
be, provided he is not eligible for Vigil. Also all dues-paid Vigil members are invited to attend. The 
National procedure for Vigil selection will be used through out the selection process.

Petitions are available on the website www.blackhawkscouting.org/scouting/oa, in the “Flight 
of the Arrow,” through your Chapter Chief or the council service center. If you have any questions 
you may contact Randy Weaver at 815-235-1343 or by email at  weave1555@frontier.com.

Yours in cheerful service,
Seth Kannarr

Lodge Vigil Chairman

Blackhawk Area Council BSA

Wulapeju Lodge # 140
Order of the Arrow

Order of the Arrow
High Adventure
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Boy Scout Summer 
Camp – 2018

Registration is open

Two amazing camps!
 Which will you choose?

Can’t decide?...
Watch their videos!

Canyon Camp 
Facebook

Dan Dick has created a Facebook page 
for Canyon Camp. Lots of pictures, lots of 
memories, lots of interactions with people who 
like Canyon Camp. Check it out and “like” it 
too!

www.facebook.com/CanyonCampBSA

Summer Camp 2018
Hurry to secure your troop’s spot in 2018

2018 Summer Camp Registration is now open!
From our council webpage

select the “Camping” tab and select you week at either Lowden or Canyon

June 17-23 June 24-30 July 1-7 July 8-14 July 16-22
OOC              19 WTSA            51 WTSA             4 WTSA             7 OOC             66
OOC              83 WTSA            55 AH               108 WE                72 AH                84
AH                88 AH               125 OOC          2810 OOC            128 AH              101
AH                76 OOC            303 WAN               1 AH               105 WAN           206
WTSA           27 OOC             50 WTSA           61 OOC              55
WE                85 WTSA           31 AH              775 SYC             127
AH                95 AH              115 OOC             17 WE              140
SYC            160 SYC            580 OOC           556 WE              315
WTSA           19 OOC           663 OOC            149
WE              337 WTSA           26 OOC            276

Camp Lowden

June 17-23 June 24-30 July 1-7 July 8-14
OOC              19 SYC            132 OOC              33 WAN           141
OOC            185 WAN           601 WE                96 SYC            152

OOC             47 SYC            369 SYC            455
WE              117  OOC           258 OOC             26
OOC           444 WAN               2 OOC            199

OOC            622
WTSA          781
 OOC           405
 WE               52

Canyon Camp
The lists below were reported on March 4, 2018

Northern Illinois is home to not 
one, but two great Scout camps – Camp 
Lowden and Canyon Camp!

Camp Lowden is a beautiful camp 
located in the heart of Ogle County, 
just outside Oregon, Ill., which spans 
more than 240 acres along the Rock 
River and is surrounded by Lowden 
Miller State Forest. The Lowden 
program offers dozens of merit badges, 
including 13 that are Eagle-required. 
In addition to a First Year Camper 
Program (First Class Express), Lowden 
has specialize activities for even the 
most experienced Scouts. A 30-foot 
climbing tower, an ATV program, and 
a rappelling wall can all be found at 
Camp Lowden. 

Since 1936, Canyon Camp’s gates 
have been welcoming Scouts into its 
330 wooded acres nestled between the 
bluffs of the Apple Canyon and Apple 
River Canyon State Park near Galena, 
Ill. Recent additions to camp include 
a zipline and climbing wall. You can 
even see the live rock rappelling site 
on the canyon wall as you drive into 
camp! Canyon’s STEM area offers 
NOVA Awards and the staff provides 
a special program for both younger 
Scouts (Pioneer Potpourri) and older 
Scouts (Operation O.W.L.).

Do not hesitate to register! 
Spots fill up quickly. Go to 
BlackhawkScouting.org/camping to 
learn more and register.

Mark Schaer

Spend Your Summer
at the Blackhawk Area Council 

Camps!

Summer Camp –
More Than Just Fun

Scout troops which go to Canyon Camp or Camp Lowden for summer long-
term camping use the advancement program and Scouting activities to provide 
learning experiences – and fun! Scouts discover what they don’t know, and soon 
want to master the skills necessary for advancement.

When the Scoutmaster is with his group at summer camp, he gets to know his 
individual Scouts better, since he is with them at some time each day during the 
six-day encampment.

The Scouts learn to interact, to work together toward a common goal. They 
develop team spirit, using the time-tested patrol method. Benefits that are often 
overlooked are opportunities to meet new Scouting friends and to “see how the 
other troops do it.” 

Blackhawk Area Council
Cub Scout Day Camp 2018

June 2018 July 2018 August 2018
Boone County û
Conservation

Lancaster, WIû
McHenry Countyû
(2nd & 3rd Graders)

McHenry Countyû
(1st, 4th & 5th Graders)

Kieselburg Forest û
Preserve

Program Centerû
(Cherry Valley)

Winnebago Fairgroundsû

Camp Lowdenû
(Oregon, IL)

Monroe, WIû

Blackhawk Area Council offers many different locations and dates across the council--
For exact locations, details, and to register, visit www.blackhawkscouting.org/camping

Day Camp is open to all scouts entering 1st – 5th grades in 
the fall of 2018. 

All summer long, the fun will include shooting sports, 
woodworking, sports, games, water fun, and much more. 
Enjoy 3-5 days filled with activities for you and your scout 
to experience together, or organize your Pack to designate 
leadership of a 1:5 ratio (1:1 ratio required for 1st graders).

Pack your gear and get your passport ready to an exciting 
adventure at 2018 Day Camp!

To learn more visit
www.blackhawkscouting.org/camping
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For Scouts entering 1

 - 5
th grade in fall 2018
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D
ifferent Frontiers to Explore!

These opportunities are available through a partnership betw
een Blackhaw
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ouncil and Pathw
ay to A

dventure C
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st

A
dventure Cam

p

Cam
p Low

den

Canyon Cam
p

4492 S. Knoll Road | Rochelle, IL 61068

4418 S. Scout Road | O
regon, IL 61061

4856 E. Tow
nsend Road | Stockton, IL 61085

Lake G
ladys is the beautiful focal point of A

dventure C
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p 
w

ith a sw
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m
ing w

aterfront, boating and fishing pier. W
ith 

500 acres, there is som
ething for everyone to enjoy!

A
 hop and a skip aw

ay from
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dventure C
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p, C
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p 
Low

den is located seven m
iles south of O

regon, Illinois on 
250 acres of beautifully w

ooded property surrounded by 
the Low

den-M
iller State Forest!

N
estled at the base of the A

pple C
anyon in N

orthw
estern 

Illinois, C
anyon C
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p offers com

plete im
m

ersion in the 
natural w

orld for your C
ub Scout pack! M

ake use of the 
330 acres of natural w

ooded land for both Scouting 
advancem

ent 
and 

activities. 
The 

possibilities 
for 

your 
w

eeklong adventure are practically endless!
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Prepare yourselves for a tw
o-night cam

ping experience guaranteed to be out of this w
orld!

w
w

w
.CubScoutCam

ping.org
These opportunities are available through a partnership betw

een Blackhaw
k A

rea C
ouncil and Pathw

ay to A
dventure C

ouncil.

For Scouts entering 1
 - 5

th grade in fall 2018
st

Canyon Cam
p

W
ebelos O

vernight C
am

p
4856 E. Tow

nsend Road | Stockton, IL 61085

July 27 - 29

Cam
p Low

den

C
ub Scout O

vernight C
am

p
O

regon, IL

June 29 - July 1*
July 20 - 22

* Session open to both C
ub Scouts and W

ebelos Scouts
w

ith special 4
th of July program

s to take place!

Flip for details!

A
ctivities

•
Fishing 

 
•

Sw
im

m
ing  

•
Boating

•
A

rchery 
 

•
BB G

uns 
  

•
&

 M
uch M

ore!

A
dventure Cam

p

C
ub Scout O

vernight C
am

p

July 13 - 15

Rochelle, IL

June 22 - 24
July 6 - 8

W
ebelos O

vernight C
am

p

2018 Prices
Youth

$75
$100

By June 1
st 

A
fter June 1

st

A
dult

$35
$50

By June 1
st 

A
fter June 1

st

Cub Scout Resident Camp
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September 28-30, 2018 September 28-30, 2018

Camp Jamboree-style on the grounds of the former historic 
Camp Grant at Chicago Rockford International Airport.

This weekend event features aviation-themed activities and 
adventure for Cub Scouts, Boy Scouts, Venturers, and Explorer 
Scouts of all ages.

Camp out for the weekend or join us for activities on Saturday.

Camp Jamboree-style on the grounds of the former historic 
Camp Grant at Chicago Rockford International Airport.

This weekend event features aviation-themed activities and 
adventure for Cub Scouts, Boy Scouts, Venturers, and Explorer 
Scouts of all ages.

Camp out for the weekend or join us for activities on Saturday.

Register Now:

aircampbsa.com
Register Now:

aircampbsa.com

Council News

Save the Date  –  AirCamp 2018 Is Coming!

A gigantic outdoor Encampment for Cub 
Scouts, B o y S c o u t s , V e n t u r e r s , 
Explorers, and their leaders. The Encampment 
will feature an Aviation Theme and will display 
the Scouting Spirit. More than 2,000 Webelos, 
Boy Scouts, and Venturers will encamp 
jamboree-style on the grounds of the former 
historic Camp Grant from Friday night through 
Sunday. They will be joined by an estimated 
3,000 Scouts and family members on Saturday 
for a day of exciting interactive activities.

Who: AirCamp 2018 is open to all registered 
Scouts and their families.

Where: The Chicago Rockford International 
Airport in Rockford, Illinois, will host the 
AirCamp.

When: September 28 to 30, 2018; Friday 
evvening through Sunday morning.

Overnight Camping Option: Camping 
overnight is available for all Boy Scout troops 
and Venturing crews. Webelos Scouts may 
camp with a Boy Scout troop. Units will camp 
in jamboree-style sites, with Scouts from all 
twelve counties of the Blackhawk Area Coun-
cil and surrounding councils intermingled 
in each sub-camp. Venturing crews will be 
assigned to a separate sub-camp.
Saturday Visitor Option: Come join us for 

a full day of fun and excitement! All 
registered Scouts and their family are 
welcome to attend. Come with your 
pack, troop, crew, or come as a family. 
Just make sure you are there! (Girl Scout 
siblings and parent leaders are encouraged 
to wear their uniforms, too!) Food vendors 
are available throughout the day.

Static Displays of Aircraft and equipment
Commercial and Military planes spanning the 
ages
Young Eagle Flights
Blacksmithing
Climbing towers
Zip Lines
RC WW II tanks and cars
Model railroad
RC Rocket building
BB Guns
Archery
Robot Battles
American’s Hero’s Display
Mountain Bike course
Kayak Races
Camp Grant Display

Huge Area Show with a live band
Fire Trucks
Entertainment
Fire equipment displays
Dutch oven cooking demonstration
Cub Scout, Boy Scout, & Venturing Related 
Activities
K9-Police demonstrations
Geocaching/GPS
Water Bottle Rockets
Food Vendors
and lots more fun!!!!!

NOTE: These may change as features are 
confirmed and/or added. For the latest 
updates check back at the website soon!

What Is AirCamp 2018?

Program Highlights
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What’s a VOA?
One common question among the new 

members of my crew has been What is a VOA? 
A VOA is not only an acronym, but something 
every Venturer can belong to! VOA stands for 
Venturing Officers’ Association. A VOA is a 
youth-led team supported by advisors. It’s role 
is to provide leadership through advice and 
training assistance (see the previous Central 
Point for more information on training!), 
while also being a voice for Venturers in the 
nation, region, area, council, or crew. 

VOA officers and advisors stand as 
models for local crews while ensuring 
Venturers are able to fulfill ALPS: adventure, 
leadership, personal growth, and service. 
Serving on a VOA is a leadership experience 
within itself.

A VOA is able to offer large-scale 
programs and events that give Venturers the 
capability to learn, meet other Venturers, and, 
most importantly, have fun!

Let’s talk about positions. There are four 
officers in a VOA: a President, Vice President 
of Administration, Vice President of Program, 
and Vice President of Communications. The 
President is selected or elected by a group of 
Venturers. In the case of Areas, Regions, and 
National, the President picks his or her Vice 
Presidents. A council or crew may select or 
elect their Vice Presidents in the same way 
as the President. The “Key Three” of a VOA 
is the VOA President, Staff Advisor, and 
Volunteer Advisor.

A VOA is a great place for anyone who 
wants to gain a better understanding of the 
Venturing program, gain leadership skills, and 
meet new people while having an awesome 
time! VOAs are a great place to make an 
impact on the Scouting program and Scouts 
themselves.

Catch the next edition of our “Back to 
Basics” series in the next Central Region 
newsletter! Send inany questions you have 
about Venturing to s_breslin@comcast.net, 
and we will be happy to cover them!

By Catherine Tutt
CRV Area 2 Vice President 

of  C ommunications
From The Central Point Newsletter of 

the Central Region, March 2018

VenturingFest 2018
Join us at the Summit Bechtel Reserve 

from July 1through July 6 to celebrate the 20th 
Anniversary of Venturing!

Here in Scouting, we know how to 
throw an amazing birthday party; you’ll 
enjoy all the fun of the Summit, including 
BMX, white water rafting,ziplining, and 
more. You’ll also get to meet Venturers from 
across the nation and participate in exciting 
activities exclusively for Venturers attending 
VenturingFest.

Don’t miss out! Visit http://www.
summitbsa.org/venturingfest/ for more 
information.

Philmont Training Center
Venturing Blast! and

 #Awesome STEM Exploration

Week 7 (July 22-29) at PTC is Central 
Region week, and there are numerous courses 
taking place that that are of interest. At 
Venturing Blast, you’ll meet Venturers from 
across the nation and learn about how to be 
a better officer for your council, area, and 
even unit! Share experiences and have fun at 
Venturing Blast!

Are you a STEM enthusiast? Then 
you should check out the #Awesome STEM 
Exploration! Explore Philmont and learn 
about the science behind-the-scenes.

Both courses offer a unique perspective to 
Philmont Scout Ranch, so you should consider 
attending!

More information is available at 
http://www.philmontscoutranch.org/PTC/
ConferencesE.aspx

From The Central Point Newsletter 
of the Central Region, March 2018

VenturingFest 2018
 and PTC

What a time to be a Venturer! This 
summer, there are numerous amazing events 
planned that will excite any Scout, so be sure 
to take some time to check them out.

Service Opportunities
Service is one of the four pillars of the Venturing program. Stated on the Venturing.org 

website, “‘Venturing's commitment to community service will allow your crew to develop a 
program full of opportunities to serve others – and to have fun while doing so!”

Here are a few upcoming service projects in our council. Please visit the Blackhawk Area 
Council Venturing/VOA Facebook page to add any other suggestion.

Camp Lowden Work Party
Two scheduled work days have been determined for this year. The first is on May 12  and the 

second is on October 27, which will also be a wood cut day. For more information, please connect 
with Bob Gingras at segragingras70@comcast.net

Woods of Webelos
Show off your crew’s skills to younger Scouts by leading various sessions on Saturday, May 

20.  You may also camp out at Camp Lowden the nights of May 18 and 19. For more information, 
Gail Krec would love to hear from you! Gail.scouting@yahoo.com

OA Extreme Project
Back by popular demand-multiple service opportunities will take place 

simultaneously on May 5 lead by the Order of the Arrow Scouts. Stay tune for more details! 
 

Apply to be a
BAC VOA Officer

As a Venturing Officers’ Association 
Officer, you will have privilege and 
responsibility of serving our Venturing 
community. You will work with a team of 
youth officers and adult advisors to suggest 
programmatic changes, lead events, and host 
trainings for the Venturing and Scouting 
community. As an officer, you have the 
opportunity to give back to the program while 
honing your leadership skills.

Time commitment is a few hours a month 
depending on the district and council activities 
you volunteer to help lead.

In order to apply for a position, fill out 
the Venturing President and Vice President 
Nomination Form and submit it to the BAC 
VOA advisor by May 1, 2018  – s_breslin@
comcast.net 

Venturing Crew 1667 sorting Scouting for Food donations
for the Algonquin/LITH Food Pantry

Venturing Blast 2018
More than 100 Venturers converged on Camp Lowden and the Boeger Lodge for a fun-filled 

weekend on February 23 to 25. Pistol shooting, ice wall climbing, and fat-tire biking were just a 
few of the activities the Venturers enjoyed.

A heartfelt thank you to all the volunteers who made this adventure possible – Heather Lisser, 
Kevin Olsen, Tami Richardson, and Heide Kunz for organizing this awesome event, along with 
Nancy Johnson and Joe Kobler for serving up all our delicious meals.

See you February 22, 2019, for another great weekend of adventure!!!

Two Venturers Honored 
at the Council

Recognition Dinner
Katherine Breslin (left) helped 

organize the first Venturing Officers 
Association where she serves as its 
president. She received the youth Venturing 
Leadership Award for 2018.

Sarah Breslin, has served as the  
Sycamore District Venturing chair, and 
is now the council Venturing chair. She 
led the Venturing contingent to the 2017 
National Scout Jamboree. Sarah received 
the adult Venturing Leadership Award.

Congratulations to both of these 
outstanding leaders.
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Sycamore District
Calendar

Membership Notes

Sycamore District
Serving McHenry County in Illinois

Web Site: www.blackhawkScouting.org/Sycamore

Sycamore District
Directory

March
30 Good Friday, council service center 

closes

April
2 Courier deadline – Internet edition for 

May through July events 
5 District elections at district committee 

meeting
8 Popcorn Sale ends
12 Roundtable
14 Merit Badge Day
14-15 Council Pinewood Derby
19 Council Annual Meeting
19 District Commissioners meeting
21-22  BALOO training
27-29 U. S. Grant Pilgrimage, Galena

May
1 Courier deadline – Internet edition for 

June through August event
3 District Committee meeting
5 Wood Badge Reunion Dinner
5-6 Introduction to Outdoor Leader Skills 

training
10 Roundtable
12 Derby Day / Rocket Launch
17 District Commissioners meeting
18-20  Woods of Webelos
28 Memorial Day, council service center 

closed

June
5 Courier deadline – Internet edition for 

July through September events
7 District Committee meeting
10-15  NYLT, Camp Lowden
14 Roundtable
18-21  Wolf Day Camp
21 District Commissioners meeting
22-24 Cub Scout Overnight Camp at 

Adventure Camp, Rochelle, Ill.
23 Blackhawk Regatta
25-28  Bear Day Camp
29-July 1 Cub Scout / Webelos Scout 

Overnight Camp at Camp Lowden

Unit Events
Your unit can be featured in the 

Courier. Send us photos and news of 
special events.

BACCourier@juno.com
Note – Please do not insert photos 

into the body of the e-mail – send as a 
.jpg attachment.

Derby Days/Rocket Launch
Rocket Launch for Mchenry County

Rescheduled!
May 12

Mark your calendars! Not only will you 
be able to launch your rocket but you will be 
able to raceCcubmobile cars down a hill and 
enter our pinewood demolition derby!

What’s a pinewood demolition derby you 
ask? Think battlebots meets pinewood derby. 
Four tracks meet in the center for crashes 
and collisions! Your car can weigh up to 10 
ounces, and as long as there are no blades, fire, 
or projectiles, anything goes! Just make sure 
it can run down a standard pinewood derby 
track.

Family Program!
There was a communication sent via 

email by Adam Grant addressing the Family 
Program and any questions that inquiring 
minds want answered!  Some of the topics 
covered are as follows:
• Youth protected female  adult leader
• Ppack and committee discussion 

regarding participation
• Charter organization views of the family 

program
• How to confirm your unit participation

As always, feel free to reach out to Adam 
Grant adam.grant@scouting.org , Michael 
michael.ancheta@scouting.org or myself 
jenbroadfield@comcast.net  for any direction, 
thoughts or concerns on the Family Program!

Recruit! Recruit! Recruit!
Spring recruitment is right around the 

corner! If you unit has had any leadership 
changes,  please be sure to update your unit 
information on the BeAScout.org website. 
There should have been information in your 
recharter packet.  Any questions regarding 
the PIN update can be directed to Michael 
Ancheta at michael.ancheta@scouting.org or 
Adam Grant at adam.grant@scouting.org.

Make sure you are looking for your 
school open houses and other opportunities to 
promote membership for your units!

Arrow of Lights!
Welcome to Boy Scouts! Most of you 

should be crossed into a troop by now! How 
exciting is that! Think of all the experiences 
you will have on your Trail to Eagle! Summer 
camp is a good place to start your rank and 
merit badge opportunities. Make sure you get 
signed up to participate in all the fun!  Good 
luck in your new adventure!!

The Membership Team is always looking 
for opportunities to have an Information 
table set up at local events! Please keep you 
eyes and ears open for any events that would 
accommodate youth that may be interested in 
Boy Scout program!

Jennifer Broadfield-Colomer
Vice Chair of Membership

Merit Badge Day
April 14

Registration for this event is for 
individual Scouts. Please register accordingly. 
There will be no onsite registration.
Check-In begins at 8:00 a.m.
Bring a sack lunch, drink and water bottle.
Cost: $10.00 per Scout
Cancellation policy: You may transfer your 

payment to another Scout or adult, but no 
refunds will be given.

The opening ceremony begins at 8:30 
a.m. Morning sessions begin promptly at 9:00 
a.m.

We will be asking for a donation of food 
for the Scouting for Food drive. Each Scout 
who brings a bag of items will be entered into 
a drawing for a Amazon Echo.

Questions? Please contact Niki Warden at 
denike.warden@gmail.com.

Merit Badge List 
Each merit badge listed below will have 

a morning session and an afternoon session. 
Please sign up for one or the other, not both. 
Please note: Family Life and Emergency 
Preparedness will have two sessions in the 
morning and two sessions in the afternoon.

Camping
Citizenship in the Community
Citizenship in the Nation
Citizenship in the World
Communications
Emergency Prep #1
Emergency Prep #2
Family Life #1
Family Life #2
Personal Management
Personal Fitness
Sculpture*
Sign, Signals and Codes*  
Sustainability
 Photography* (Will be held outside and   
        inside)
* These courses are reserved for First 

Year Scouts. All other courses are available 
for Tenderfoot Scouts and higher.

Introduction to Outdoor 
Leader Skills

Dates/Times:  May 5 at 8:00 a.m. through 
May 6 at 11:00 a.m.    

Location:  Nunda Township Building – 3510 
Bay Road, Crystal Lake

The Introduction to Outdoor Leader 
Skills (IOLS) course builds and expands 
on the concepts and themes introduced in 
Scoutmaster Position-Specific Training and 
provides Scouters with the confidence to take 
youth into the outdoors.

This is a required training for 
Scoutmasters and assistant Scoutmasters. The 
skills taught are based on skills found in the 
Boy Scout Handbook. This course is also ideal 
for troop committee members, Venturing crew 
adult leaders, and Webelos den leaders taking 
their youth camping.

Materials Needed:  Scout uniform, Boy Scout 
Handbook, pen and paper.  In addition, 
since this is an overnight camping event, 
a full list of suggested equipment will be 
e-mailed to all participants.

Fees:   $25.00.  Fees cover all course materials 
(other than those listed above) and meals 
for the course.  Payment may be made 
either online or via mail.  Please note that 
a convenience fee of 3% will be added 
to your total if making payment online.  
Payment may be mailed to the council 
office if postmarked no later than April 
21, 2018.

Special Note:  Per BSA standards, there is 
no “test out” option for this training. 
Attendance is required for the entire 
event.

Questions?  Contact Wayne Kemp at 847-
224-3664 or wayne@ourkempfamily.
com

Registration deadline is April 21, 2018.

“If you make listening and 
observation your occupation, you will 
gain much more than you can by talk.”  

~Lord Baden-Powell

Chairman:  Mike Roe, 815-529-4572
Vice-Chairman – Administration
   Matthew Ewertowski, 815-276-7821
 matthewewert @yahoo.com  
   Nominating Committee: 
 Mike Walsh, swals00@yahoo.com
    630-200-3595
   Public Relations/Marketing: Cathleen Martin
 815-479-8081
   Noteworthy Editor: Kristi M iller
 4rscoutz@gmail.com
 Vice-Chair – Finance: Cameron Hubbard
 cameron_hubbard11@yahoo.com  
 815-459-4550
   Popcorn: Laura Strupp, 847-497-9538
   Family Friends of Scouting: 
   Community Ask  Chair: Celine Pope
   Community FOS Chair:
Vice-Chair – Membership
 Jen Broadfield-Colomer, 847-754-7080
      jenbroadfield@comcast.net
   Boy Scout Open House: (open)
   Venturing Recruiting: (open)
   Cub Scout Fall Round-Up: (open)
   Cub Scout Spring Recruitment: (open)
   Boy Scout Open House: (open)
  fourdnovak@aol.com
   Webelos to Scout Transition: Joe Kobler
 jpkobler@comcast, 815-527-1386
Vice-Chair – Program:
   Lance Snider, bsa.snider@gmail.com
  630-525-9518   
   Activities and Civic Service:
 Scouting for Food: Susan Clancy-Kelly
    847-516-3782
 District Chaplain: (open)
 Woods of Webelos Coordinator:
     Gail Krec
 District Dinner Chair: Joseph Kobler
    815-527-1386
    Awards and Recognition:
  Blair Piotrowski, 847-712-0867
Klondike Chair: Mike Roe,
   815-529-4572
 Tiger Time Chair: Kristi Miller
 Cub Scout Summer Camp:
    Christina Bahnsen, 815-245-6303  

      sycamoredaycamp@yahoo.com 
   Advancement and Recognition:
 Manny Torres, 630-488-8214
 Internet Advancement Chair:
    Debbie Carlson
 Life to Eagle Coordinator:
    Greg Hall
   Camp Promotion and Outdoor Chair:
 Chuck Natoli 
   Camp Promotion:
 Chuck Natoli
    OA Chief: Manny Torres, 630-488-8214
    OA Advisor: Manny Torres, 630-488-8214
   Training: John Fiorina
 jfiorina@crystallakeparks.org 
       Cub Scout Training, Todd Birkhoff
    815-482-4903, tatabirk@hotmail.com)
       Boy Scout Training, 
    Wayne Kemp, 847-224-3664
 Venturing Training: Sarah Breslin
    Youth Protection Training (open) 
Commissioner:
 Tom Lotito, bsa.lotito@gmail.com
  Roundtables:
 Cub Scouts: Gail Krec, 815-675-6578
 Boy Scouts: Mike McCleary,
      MJMcCleary@co.mchenry,.il.us
District Director
 Dane Boudreau, 815-397-0210
 dane.boudreau@scouting.org
District Executive
 Michael Ancheta, 815-397-0210
     Michael.Ancheta@Scouting.org
 Adam Grant, 815-397-0210
     Adam.Grant@Scouting.org

Commitment
Commitment is what transforms a 

promise into reality. It is the words that 
speak boldly of your intentions and the 
actions which speak louder than words. 
It is making the time when there is 
none—coming through time after time, 
year after year after year. Commitment is 
the stuff character is made of; the power 
to change the face of things. It is the daily 
triumph of integrity over skepticism.
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Attention Cub Scout Leaders:  Your pack 
can plan outdoor camping activities IF one or 
more of your leaders are BALOO (Basic Adult 
Leader Outdoor Orientation) trained! Yes, 
all Scouts will be able to participate in pack 
outdoor camping activities with a BALOO-
trained leader in attendance!

BALOO offers pack leaders instruction in 
health and safety, planning guidelines, outdoor 
activities, outdoor cooking, and campfire 
programs. Follow the BALOO “plan” and 
the Cub Scouts in your pack should have a 
memorable outdoor camping experience!

BALOO training is comprised of two 
components — an online component and 
a practical, hands-on component. Both 
components must be completed to qualify as a 
“TRAINED” Cub Scout outdoor leader.

The online component must be completed 
prior to the practical component. The online 
training contains introductory and basic 
information that will be built upon during 
the practical training. The online portion is 
available through the BSA LearnCenter. Log 
onto my.scouting.org and select the BSA 
LearnCenter image on the right side of the 
home page.

Who: Cub Scout pack committee members, 
Cubmasters, assistant Cubmasters, and 
other plck leaders

When: Saturday, April 21 (Gathering from 
8:00–8:30 a.m. Session begins promptly 
at 8:30) through Sunday, April 22 
(Approximately 10:00 a.m.)

Where: Nunda Township Building – 3510 
Bay Road, Crystal Lake,

Fee: $15.00. Fee includes all training program 
materials and meals. Registration deadline 
is April 7, 2018.  Payment may be made 
either online or via mail. Please note that 
a convenience fee of 3% will be added 
to your total if making payment online. 
Payment may be mailed to the council 
office if postmarked no later than April 7, 
2018.  To download the registration form, 
go to blackhawkscouting.org/calendar 
and scroll down to the dates. If mailing 
payment, please complete registration 
form, then mail payment.

What to bring: tent, sleeping bag, and other 
personal camping gear, raingear, paper 
and pen/pencil, proof of completion of 
the online portion of BALOO training 
and Youth Protection Training, uniforms 
are encouraged.  Dress for the weather – 
we will be outside for many portions of 
this training and for the entire overnight. 

Prerequisite: The online component of 
BALOO must be completed prior to 
attending this course.  Current Youth 
Protection Training is also required.  
Please bring proof of completion of both 
of these prerequisites to the course.

Important note: Cub Scoutpacks are not 
authorized to conduct overnights or 
outdoor camping activities without a 
BALOO trained leader in attendance at 
those events.  

Special diet or food allergies? Contact Todd 
with special dietary needs.

Questions? Contact Todd Birkhoff at 312-
218-6630 or email: tatabirk@hotmail.
com

BALOO 
Training

Practical
 Component

Help Wanted for
Woods of Webelos

Attention Boy Scout troop and Venturing 
crew leaders. Are you looking for an awesome 
activity where you can show off your unit’s 
skills to younger Scouts?

Woods of Webelos is looking for help 
running various sessions on Saturday, May 
20. We set up a round-robin of sessions that 
last 45 minutes each. You would do the same 
session seven times during the day. We can 
even provide you with session ideas! There 
are several sessions that we need a couple of 
adults to run and other sessions that we need 
four youth plus two of their unit leaders to run.

We will provide you with lunch for 
the day to thank you for volunteering your 
services. Of course, you will be thanked by 
the smiles of all the kids and parents that come 
through your sessions.

You may also camp out at beautiful 
Camp Lowden the nights of May 18 and 19, 
if desired.

If you are interested in helping, please 
contact Gail Krec at gail.scouts@yahoo.com.

Woods of Webelos
Woods of Webelos is a weekend camping 

activity for all registered Cub Scouts or 
Webelos Scouts that will be entering 4th or 
5th grade in the fall of 2018 and their parent/
guardian. This weekend includes fun and 
interactive activities that are designed around 
the interests of the boys and provide a kick-
start to their next year of Scouting. This 
exciting weekend will be held May 18 to 20 at 
Camp Lowden in Oregon, Illinois.

Registration deadline is April 30. The 
information packet for Woods of Webelos can 
be found online at www.blackhawkscouting.
org/calendar and then click on “Woods of 
Webelos” listed on May 18 to 20.

In addition to the information packet, 
there will be a special session at the April 12 
Cub Scout roundtable. During this session we 
will discuss items that will help you prepare 
for the weekend and make the most your 
Woods of Webelos experience.

Registration will be accepted online only. 
You will be able to enter a partial registration 
and then update that registration through April 
30. After that date, no changes can be made. In 
addition to completing the online registration, 
a health/medical form is required for each 
participant. Forms must be mailed to the 
council service center by April 30. The forms 
are also available online.

See you at Woods of Webelos.

ScoutReach District
Serving Youth in Inner-City Rockford

Web Site: www.BlackhawkScouting.org/Scoutreach

Scoutreach Coordinator
 Terry Nichols, 397-0210 
Program Aides:

Robert Bowden
Jared Johnson
David Keller
Richard Noble
Daniel Persinger
Lanekham Phetmyxay
E. Nelson Richards
Terry Serrano

 Roger Steder

ScoutReach District
Calendar

April
2 Courier deadline – Internet edition for 

May through July events
14-15 Council Pinewood Derby
19 Council Annual Meeting
27-29 U. S. Grant Pilgrimage, Galena

May
1 Courier deadline – Internet edition for 

June through August events
28 Memorial Day, council service center 

closed

June
5 Courier deadline – Internet edition for 

July through September events
22-24  Cub Scout Overnight Camp at 

Adventure Camp, Rochelle, Ill.
29-July 1  Cub Scout / Webelos Scout 

Overnight Camp at Camp Lowden

Ten Needs of a 
Boy

1. To climb a mountain and to look 
afar.

2. To sit around an embered campfire 
with good friends.

3. To test his strength and his skill on 
his very own.

4. To be alone with his own thoughts 
and with his God.

5. To be ready to reach out and find 
the hand of an understanding 
person ready and willing to help.

6. To have a code to live by—easily 
understood and fair.

7. A chance to play hard just for the 
fun of it—and to work hard for the 
thrill of it.

8. To have a chance to fail—and 
know why.

9. To have and to be a good friend and 
have a chance to prove both.

10. To have a hero—and a vision to 
measure him by.

The Gift of
Listening

Speak less than you listen.
Maintain a calm manner.
Be friendly and cheerful.
Keep an open mind and avoid 

defensiveness.
Hold others in high esteem.
Listen with understanding.

Sycamore District Continued

A few Salvation Army Scouts, Pack 778, celebrating in a tent they pitched. 

House of Grace Scouts, 
Pack 734, setting-up another 
tent, then taking it down. 
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Arrowhead District
Serving Grant, Lafayette, and Green Counties in 

Wisconsin
Web Site: www.arrowheadbsa.org

Arrowhead District 
Directory

District Chairman:
 Daniel Frommelt, 608-732-8536, 
      danielmfrommelt@gmail.com
Vice-Chair Administration:
 Dan Bestul, 608-328-8055
 Risk Management Representative
    James Bussan, 608-568-3177
Vice-Chair Finance: Open
 Family FOS:
    Dee Woolf, 608-348-7403
 Popcorn Kernel:
    Matt Ohms - matt.ohms@Scouting.org
Vice-Chair Membership:
 James Gerhards, 563-581-2502
 Boy Scout Membership: (Open)
 Cub Scout Membership: Heather Lisser, 
      608-214-0970
 Life-to-Eagle Transition:
    Chris Brunette, 608-348-4552
 Webelos-to-Scout Transition:
    Bert Leach, 608-558-3924
Vice-Chair Program:
 David Wisnefske, 608-325-4606
 Activities:
    Kevin Olson, 608-778-1950
 Advancement: Andy Elkins,
    608-279-2962 or elkins4@tds.net.
 Eagle Board:
    James Bussan, 608-568-3177
    Mike Johansen, 608-723-7077
    Art Whipple, 608-325-5734
    Neil Spurr, 815-777-2166
    Don Vannatta, 608-962-1390
 Camping:
    Chris Brunette, 608-348-4552
 OA Chapter Advisor:
    James Connors, 608-325-6495
 Platteville Merit Badge Midway: 
   James Bussan, 608-568-3177,
      bussanja@chorus.net
 Service Hours:
    Sheri Baird, 608-527-5068
 Training: Dennis Nelson, 608-325-7921
  dnelsonx@hotmail.com
Vice-Chair Venturing:
 Kevin Olson, 608-723-6250
Uniform Closet:
 Jeff Everson, 608-328-4269
District Commissioner: Donald Knoblich     
    608-330-2027
    ddknoblich@yahoo.com.
 Roundtable Commissioners:
 Cub Scout:
     Tara Bauer, 
     Peggy Miles, 
 Boy Scout: Andy Elkins, 608-527-2962
District Executive:
 Matt Ohms, 920-723-5999
 matt.ohms@Scouting.org

Arrowhead District 
Calendar

April
2 Courier deadline – Internet edition for 

May through July events
4 District Committee meeting
7 Scoutmaster Introduction to Outdoor 

Leader Skills
7-8 BALOO, Monroe Youth Cabin
11 Roundtable
14-15 Council Pinewood Derby
19 Council Annual Meeting
27-29 U. S. Grant Pilgrimage, Galena

May
1 Courier deadline – Internet edition for 

June through August event
5 Wood Badge Reunion Dinner
13 Mother’s Day
26 Star Wars movie
28 Memorial Day, council service center 

closed

June
5 Courier deadline – Internet edition for 

July through September events
10-15  NYLT, Camp Lowden
22-24  Cub Scout Overnight Camp at 

Adventure Camp, Rochelle, Ill.
23 Blackhawk Regatta
29-July 1 Cub Scout / Webelos Scout 

Overnight Camp at Camp Lowden

BALOO 
(Basic Adult Leader Outdoor Orientation) 

 
Cub Scout Camping isn't just for families anymore!  Cub Scout Dens -- 
Tigers, Wolves, Bears and Webelos -- can participate in Pack outdoor 
camping activities with a BALOO trained leader! 

 
The new BALOO program is redesigned to better aid leaders trying to have a great time in outdoor activities with their 
Packs.  This training is a hands-on practical camping weekend where participants get to learn the how-to's, start to 
finish, of having fun in the outdoors with Cub Scouts. Outdoor elements of the Cub Scout program get special attention.  
During the weekend, you'll be Cooking, Tying Knots, learning about First Aid, Camping Equipment and much more.  By 
the time you get done, you'll be prepared to take the Scouts out where they really want to be  -- in the great outdoors! 
 
A registration fee of $20.00 is due by March 24, 2018.  (Fee includes Saturday lunch and dinner and Sunday breakfast, 
snacks, and all materials.  Please note any dietary restrictions on your registration.) 

(We need to have a minimum of 15 participants to present the training.) 
 
ITEMS TO BRING:   A notebook and pen 
   Sleeping bag 
   Camp chair 
   Dress for the weather (most sessions will be outdoors) 
   A smile and your singing voice 
  We will be bunk camping in the cabin, or there is room to pitch a tent if you would like.  
 
WHO SHOULD ATTEND:  All den leaders and Cub Scout leaders.     
Date:  April 7 and 8, 2018 
Location: Monroe Scout Cabin, N2997 Youth Cabin Road, Monroe, Wisconsin 
Time:  Registration begins at 8:00 a.m. on April 7, 2018 
  The course will conclude no later than Noon on April 8, 2018 
 

(This training will be offered again on October 13-14 with a tentative location in Lancaster, Wisconsin.) 

 
Any questions call or email Nichole Wiest -- ahscouting@tds.net, (608) 778-9124 

YOU CAN REGISTER IN WRITING OR VIA DOUBLE KNOT ON THE COUNCIL WEBSITE 
 
District:  ________________________________________  Pack #: ______________________________ 
 
Name: _________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address:  _______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone:  _______________________________  Email:  __________________________________________ 
 
Make checks payable to:  Blackhawk Area Council  
Send Applications to:  Nichole Wiest, PO Box 185, Lancaster, WI 53813  

From the 
Desk of 

Matt Ohms

Upcoming Events
BALOO Training will be held on April 7-8 

at the  Monroe Youth Cabin. Open to all 
dstricts

Scoutmaster Introduction to Outdoor 
Leader Skills Training. April 7

 Monroe Youth Cabin. Open to all 
districts.

Spring recruiting is right around the corner. 
This summer we have several events 
planned to supplement Cub Scout pack 
programing

May 26 Come and watch the New Star 
Wars movies “Solo” at the Millennium 
Theater in Platteville. $10 gets you 
a soda and popcorn. Bring the whole 
family. 9:00 a.m. doors open and 9:30 
a.m. the movie starts.

June 18-21 Cub Scout Day Camp in 
Lancaster. 

July 13 and 28 Scout Day at the Madison 
Mallards.

August 6-8 Monroe Twilight camp.

Charters
Charters are due at the April roundtable 

on April 11 at the Darlington United Methodist 
Church at 7:00pm.  If you have any questions 
or issues with your charter, please contact Don 
Knoblich at ddknoblich@yahoo.com

Pilgrimage
The U. S. Grant Pilgrimage in Galena is 

April 27 through the 29th. This year’s theme is 
“Honoring our Veterans.” Please invite a local 
veterans organization to march with your unit 
in the parade.

The Civil War encampment is back this 
year and puting on a mock battle at 11:30. 
There will also be the old favorites – the 
bucket brigade, trail hike, and history hunt.

New this year is a Saturday night 
presentation at 7:00 p.m. called "An Evening 
With Mr. & Mrs. Lincoln.” This will be a 
reminiscing about the Lincolns’ life before and 
during his presidency. The presentation will 
begin at 7:00 p.m. at Turner Hall on Bench St. 
also known as the Trading post.  Cost is $5.  

Lifelong Benefits
of Scouting

The values and skills boys learn 
in Scouting last a lifetime. More than 
eight of 10 men (83 percent) who were 
Scouts agree that “the values I learned in 
Scouting continue to be very important 
to me.”

On Service
The key to success, in any line or 

endeavor, lies in service. Those who seek 
fame or fortune by any other route are 
always disappointed.

Waite Phillips
Donor of Philmont Scout Ranch
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“The most worthwhile thing is to 
try to put happiness into the lives of 
others. ”  ~Lord Baden-Powell

Unit Events
Your unit can be featured in the 

Courier. Send us photos and news of 
special events.

BACCourier@juno.com
Note – Please do not insert photos 

into the body of the e-mail – send as a 
.jpg attachment.

White Eagle District
Serving Whiteside, Lee, and Ogle Counties in Illinois
Web Site: www.blackhawkScouting.org/whiteeagle

White Eagle District
 Calendar

Roundtables
Come join us at the White Eagle 

Roundtable every second Thursday of the 
month starting at 7:00 p.m. We meet at St. 
Paul Lutheran Church, 421 South Peoria Ave., 
Dixon, in the lower level. 

White Eagle District
Directory

All numbers are 815 area code
unless otherwise indicated

March 

30 Good Friday, council service center 
closed

April

2 Courier deadline – Internet edition for 
May through July events

5 District Committee meetings
7 District Recognition Dinner
8 Popcorn Sale ends
12 Roundtable
14-15 Council Pinewood Derby
19 Council Annual Meeting
__ Spring Council Operations Meeting
27-29 U. S. Grant Pilgrimage, Galena

May

1 Courier deadline – Internet edition for 
June through August event

3 District Committee meeting
5 Wood Badge Reunion Dinner
10 Roundtable
13 Mother’s Day
28 Memorial Day, council service center 

closed

June

5 Courier deadline – Internet edition for 
July through September events

10-15  NYLT, Camp Lowden
22-24 Cub Scout Overnight Camp at 

Adventure Camp, Rochelle, Ill.
23 Blackhawk Regatta
29-July 1 Cub Scout/ Webelos Scout Overnight 

Camp at Camp Lowden

Chair: Dan Hawkins, 631-2907
Vice Chair – Administration (open):
  Nominating Committee Chair: Harry 
Fletcher, 742-0069
   PR Chair: Alex Segneri
Vice Chair – Membership: Bruce Colmark, 
441-1992
  Webelos-to-Scout Transition (open)
  Spring Roundup Chair: Ginger and Darrien 
Albano, 631-0457
Vice-Chair – Finance:
  FOS Community Chair: Mark Zeigler, 713-
1390
  FOS Family Chair: Chip Donahue, 626-
5905
  Spring Popcorn Kernel (Whiteside):
 Margie Baker, 718-2289, kernelbaker@
yahoo.com
  Spring Popcorn Kernel (Lee & Ogle): Pat 
O’Brien, 732-4186
Vice Chair – Program:
 Don Rastede, 625-3542
  Boy Scout Activities: 
  Cub Scout Activities:
  Special Events Chair
  Advancement Chair:
 Ray Gruber, 732-6807, rggruber@yahoo.
com
  Religious Programs: Myles Newberry, 209-
7327,
 mylesnewberry@sbcglobal.net 
  Scouting for Food: Kate Lehrke
  Camping Chair: Thomas Halla, 284-3308
  Cub Scout Day Camp – Lowden
  Brian Broers, 815-973-2551
 OA Advisor: Rick Rhoads, 562-4369,  
         rrhoads63@aol.com. 
  OA Chapter Chief:
 Alan H.
  Training Chair: Katie Pierce, 815-973-4793
Vice Chair – Venturing:
   Program:
   Advancement: Deb Slager, 946-2255
   Training:
District Commissioner:
    Myles Newberry, 815-209-7327
 mylesnewberry@sbcglobal.net 
 Boy Scout Roundtable Commissioner 
    Angie Hawkins, 815-761-1551,
       mrshawkeye95@yahoo.com
District Executive: Robert Sutton
 Robert.Sutton@Scouting.org,
 815-397-0210

Adult Recognition
Dinner

Why Bother?
Saturday, April 7, 2018

Cedar Stone in Polo
(New name – same location as last year)

Attending the Adult Recognition 
Dinner takes an evening of your time and 
costs a reasonable amount for an awesome 
dinner. You could stay home, eat whatever 
you like, and have one night to yourself. 
So, why go? One reason is that your 
participation improves our Scout program. 
It’s food, fun, and you’re helping to make 
White Eagle Scouting better. What a deal!

For groups that meet their goals, it’s 
very important to celebrate successes. 
This dinner is our annual celebration 
of everything we do for Scouts. Your 
attendance honors the work of every 
volunteer, including yourself. We need 
everyone to come help celebrate our 
successes. Just like last year: great food, a 
very reasonable price, abundant door prizes, 
and lots of fun. Uniforms are not required.

 Reservations are due to Rosemary 
Matthiessen by March 21.

New Training Chair
Hello White Eagle District!
I'd like to introduce myself as the new 

district training chair. I'm reaching out to 
all of you to shoot me a email and tell me 
what kind of training your group needs 
or would like to see held in our district. If 
you are trained and would like to present at 
upcoming training, please let me know.

BALOO Training Coming – April 7-8
Right now details are coming along 

for BALOO (Basic Adult Leader Outdoor 
Orientation)  April 7-8 – just in time for 
Grant Pilgrimage and summer campouts.

In order to camp anywhere, anytime, 
your pack needs a BALOO trained person. 
The new BALOO program is redesigned to 
better aid leaders trying to have a great time 
in outdoor activities with their packs. This 
training includes hands on training with an 
included practical camping weekend.

For more details or to sign up, email 
me at cscouts85@gmail.com or call 815-
973-4793. Details should be made available 
online soon. We hope to see your pack 
represented!

Katie Pierce

From the desk 
of Bob Sutton,
District Executive

On Saturday, February 17, Byron Station’s 
Training Building was busy with activity that 
looked like a heavy-hire date on any pre-outage 
Tuesday. But instead of workers completing 
quals and getting badged for upcoming outage 
work, the rooms were filled with hundreds of 
Boy Scouts working on merit badges. 

The Blackhawk Area Council Scouts 
— and Scouts from surrounding councils— 
numbered 350. Add in dozens of volunteers 
and a large group of Byron Station employees 
assisting, and it made for a mass group of 400-
plus at the event. 

Employee Shane Shepeck (Ops.) helped 
organize the event when the Scouts were 
without their usual facility for the event, which 
usually drew 1,200 to Sauk Valley College but 
was capped at 350 to ensure proper spacing in 
the Training Building. Environmental Science, 
Welding, Citizenship, Communications and 
Family Life were just some of the many classes 
offered at the event. Many of the classes 
offered on Saturday are required for Scouts 
working toward their Eagle Scout badges. 
Approximately 25 Scouts received a plant tour. 

Thanks to the Byron plant volunteers, 
Shane Shepeck, Nancy Johnson, and Dan 
Hawkins for leading the planning, and the 
many volunteers who led and assisted merit 
badge sessions, transported Scouts, and helped 
to make the event successful.

White Eagle District Dinner
 When –  Saturday, April 7, 2018
 Where – Cedar Stone, Polo (Ne w name, 

same place as last year)
 Cost – $20

White Eagle District Day Camp
 When – July 30-August 4
 Where –  Camp Lowden
 Please contact Josh Stone (joshstone1@

gmail.com) with any questions. The 
“Leaders Guide” is online.

Program Happenings

What Is a Scouter
A Scouter is one who knows 

it’s not about them but about the 
youth we serve, who knows it’s 
not about building campfires in the 
rain and tying square knots but it is 
about sharing leadership skills and 
opportunity with others, who knows 
that Scouting is not perfect but is a 
safe environment for youth to learn 
lifelong skills, who knows we are 
blessed by the opportunity of doing 
our small part to support the Scouting 
movement.
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District Recognition Dinner
Sunday, April 22

St. Anskar’s Episcopal Church, Rockford

The 2018 Wanchanagi District Dinner 
will be held at St. Anskar’s Episcopal Church 
in Rockford (4801 Spring Creek Road) on 
Sunday, April 22, at 4 p.m. Reservations can 
be made online or at the council service center 
up to April 18 end of the day.

The cost is $15 per person.
The highlight of the dinner program 

is  the presentation of adult and youth award 
recognitions. 

Eagle Scout Training
All Wanchanagi troops please provide the 

following to the district Eagle chair, Ida Bolen. 
Send by email to i.bolen@hotmail.com or by 
phone at 815-239-2634. Thank you.

We are planning training to assist our 
Scouts to succeed in their quest to earn the 
Eagle rank.

Troop Eagle
Advisor/Contact

Troop #_______________________
Advisor’s Name: _________________    
          ___________________________
 Email  _________     ______________ 
Phone: ___     ____________________
  
Send by email to

Wanprojreview@yahoo.com

Wanchanagi Roundtable
(Boone and Winnebago counties)

Each month we hold a roundtable for 
unit leaders. It is not just for the Cubmaster 
or Scoutmaster. It is for all leaders including 
den leaders, committee members, and all 
assistants.

The purposes of roundtable are to
• Provide the skill to do – abilities to make 

a successful unit operation.
• Provide the will to do – helps recharge 

our batteries to provide desire to help the 
youth.

Wanchanagi District (Winnebago and 
Boone counties) holds roundtable on the 
second Thursday of the month.

Roundtable will start at 6:45 p.m. We 
will continue to have breakout sessions for 
both levels, but we will also add a breakout 
focusing on a specific topic.

Wanchanagi District
Serving Winnebago & Boone Counties in Illinois

Web Site: www.blackhawkScouting.org/wanchanagi

Wanchanagi District
Directory

All numbers are 815 area code 
unless otherwise indicated

Wanchanagi District 
Calendar

March

23-24  BALOO training
30 Good Friday, council service center 

closed

April

2 Courier deadline – Internet edition for 
May through July events

5 District Committee and Commissioners 
meetings

8 Popcorn Sale ends
12 Roundtable
13-14  BALOO Outdoor Training
14-15 Council Pinewood Derby
22 District Recognition Dinner
19 Council Annual Meeting
27-29 U. S. Grant Pilgrimage, Galena

May

1 Courier deadline – Internet edition for 
June through August event

3 District Committee and Commissioners 
meetings

5 Wood Badge Reunion Dinner
10 Roundtable
18-19  Introduction to Outdoor Leader Skills
28 Memorial Day, council service center 

closed

June

5 Courier deadline – Internet edition for 
July through September events

7 District Committee and Commissoiners 
meetings

10-15  NYLT, Camp Lowden
14 Roundtable
22-24  Cub Scout Overnight Camp at 

Adventure Camp, Rochelle, Ill.
23 Blackhawk Regatta
29-July 1 Cub Scout / Webelos Scout 

Overnight Camp at Camp Lowden

Chairman: Mark Broman
  815-218-5514
 markbroman@hotmail.com
Vice-Chairman – Administration
 Belinda Zezniewski, 654-1449 
    Religious Emblems Coordinator:
 MaryAnn Bushaw, 904-4287
  Webmaster:Belinda Zezniewski, 
  654-1449 
 Webmaster@wanchanagi.org
  District Chaplain: Daniel Persinger 
 dapersinger@outlook.com
 815-226-1415
 Wanchanagi Voice Editor: Beth Costa 

Scouterbeth4@gmail.com, 815-543-
4544

  Parades: Mark Broman, 218-5514
  Flag Retirement: Paul Trent, 871-3801
Vice-Chairman – Finance
  FOS Family Campaign
  Popcorn: Cliff Chappelle,
 cliffscubs80@yahoo.com  
Vice-Chairman – Membership:
 Fran Waller, 248-2291
  Boy Scout Recruiting:
  Webelos-to-Scout Transition:
 Larry Swanson, 877-8164
Vice-Chair – Activities
 Bill Spivey, 243-0671
   Klondike Derby: Bill Spivey, 243-0671
   Continuous Fire: Bill Spivey, 243-0671
    District Dinner: Belinda Zezniewski 
   Camporee: Laurel Hemmer,
 lhemmer@  northpark.edu
   Scouting for Food:
 Don Burrow, 980-9519
 Chuck Pelman, 608-8822
    Patch Designer: Dale Broman, 218-8735
Vice-Chair – Advancement
 Connie Snyder, 234-5417
    Cub Scouting: (open)
    Boy Scouting: Melinda Johnson,
 397-0210, 
   Special Projects: Ida Bolen, 289-0661,
 i.bolen@hotmail.com
    Merit Badges: Ken Mosny, 965-4871
 wanchanagi.mb@comcast.net
    Adult Recognitions: Melinda Johnson
Vice-Chair – Camping:
    Andrew Murray, 815-871-3092
 Gruntmur@yahoo.com 
 Cub Scout Day Camp Program
 District Coordinator: 
    Belinda Zezniewski, 654-1449
 Boone County: 
    Roger Wooten, 630-272-1019
    Christine Wooten, 547-9348
 W. Winnebago: Rob Bucey, 985-3221
    Jimmy Berry, 543-1409
 Harlem: Carolyn Wolfe, 494-0508
 Program Center:
    Alice Roby, 773-368-5724
   Order of the Arrow Advisor
 Denny Johnson, 633-6335 
     Chapter Chief: Dylan B.
Vice-Chair – Training: 
 Bill Costa, 513-2455
   Cub Scouting:
 Alice Roby, 773-368-5724
 Larry Swanson, 877-8164
   Boy Scouting: Gene Barney, 262-7919
   Youth Protection: 
Vice-Chair – Venturing:
 Eric Schmidt, 505-1507
   Training: 
District Commissioner:
 Ron Scott, soccerref1@charter.net  
    815-601-7754
  Boy Scout Roundtable: Beth Costa
 Scouterbeth4@gmail.com, 543-4544
  Cub Scout Roundtable:
 Christine Kochanowski
Senior District Executive:
 Jared Carlin, 815-397-0210
 jared.carlin@Scouting.org   

2018 Wanchanagi Training Dates
Contact/Trainer:

Bill Costa - Boy Scout Training      Alice Roby - Cub Scout Training
847-454-4171           773-368-5724
bill.costa2@outlook.com          alice@oextreme.com

For information and to register for any of the training courses listed below, go to 
BlackhawkScouting.org/wanchanagi/training. Select Training Dates, then click on the selected 
course and choose “Training Details” or “online registration.”

2018 Group Training Courses
Cub Scout BALOO 
Training

Take online required training at my.Scouting.org before the 
outdoor part 2 course 

March 23 – 5:30 p.m. to March 24 2018, 6:30 p.m., Council Program 
Center, Cherry Valley, part 2

April 13 – 5:30 p.m. to April 14, 2018 – 6:30 p.m., Council Program 
Center, Cherry Valley, part 2

Intrduction to Outdoor 
Leader Skills

May 18-19 – Council Program Center

Troop Committee 
Challenge

Available as an in-house training upon request

Online Youth Protection – www.my.Scouting.org

Eagle Project Review
For an Eagle project review, please go 

to the district Web site – BlackhawkScouting.
org/wanchanagi. Click on the “Advancement” 
box.

At the Web site Scouts can request a 
time / date for a project review. Or they can 
email Wanprojreview@yahoo.com to request 
a project review date and time.

Scouting for Food
The Wanchanagi Scouting for Food event 

will be on Saturday, October 6 ( for distributing 
door hangers) and Saturday, October 13 (for 
collecting food).

We will distribute the door hangers at the 
September roundtable on September 6, 2018.

Chuck Pelman, Don Burrow
         Co-Chairmen

 Wanchanagi Scouting for Food

Does the thought of spending a night 
camping with a crew full of 5-11 year olds 
fill you with dread? Does the phrase “pitching 
a tent” make you wonder who will catch it?  
Don’t know a day pack from a packed day? Is 
nature just not your natural habitat? 

Come join us at BALOO for the 
Bewildered, where we aim to make a miserable 
night outdoors a distant thought instead of 
a constant fear. If you haven’t embraced the 
outdoor component of the Cub Scout program 
because you don’t have camping skills or 
desires, let us help you. We’ll break down the 
tips, tricks, and skills involved in camping, 
outdoor cooking, and outdoor activities in 
simple, practical ways. You’ll maximize your 
enjoyment and minimize your discomfort with 
the tools from this class. 

Not everyone needs to be a master 
woodsman to learn to enjoy a simple outdoor 
outing with your Cub Scouts. If you’re a novice 
camper, an unhappily experienced camper, or a 
solo camping pro overwhelmed at the thought 
of camping with Cub Scout age children, let us 
help you build your skills and confidence so 
you can enjoy the Cub Scout outdoor program 
with your pack.

This BALOO weekend will specifically 
assume that campers have no or little camping 
experience. All are welcome to attend.

Attention Cub Scout Leaders: Now your 
pack can plan outdoor camping activities IF 
one or more of your leaders are BALOO (Basic 
Adult Leader Outdoor Orientation) trained! 

Yes, Tigers, Wolves, Bears, and Webelos will 
be able to participate in pack outdoor camping 
activities with a BALOO trained leader!

The new BALOO program is redesigned 
to better aid leaders trying to have a great 
time in outdoor activities with their Packs. 
The first part is an online component, taken at 
my.scouting.org, which covers the classroom 
basics of planning and organizing a Pack 
Campout or outdoor outing. The second part is 
the hands-on practical camping weekend where 
participants get to learn the how-to’s start to 
finish of having fun in the outdoors with Cub 
Scouts. Outdoor elements of the Cub Scout 
program get special attention.
Who: Cub Scout pack committee members or 

pack leaders
When: Friday, April 13, 5:30 p.m. through 

Saturday, April 14, at 6:30 p.m.
Where: Council Program Center, 7194 

Vandiver Road, Cherry Valley.
Fee: $15.00 – Includes snacks Friday, breakfast, 

lunch, and snacks Saturday, and program 
materials.

Bring: Dress for the weather, paper and pencil, 
uniforms encouraged, packing list sent 
upon registration.

Registration: Online or pay at the council 
service center

Prerequisite: Must complete the online 
BALOO training component before 
attending the hands-on weekend.

Questions? Contact Alice Roby at 773-368-
5724 or email alice@oextreme.com

BALOO for the Befuddled
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Invest in Youth
“If you want to have a better world, 

we have to invest in its future -- and the 
future of the world is children.”

Pele, Brazilian soccer star

Wetassa District
Directory

All numbers are 815 area code
unless otherwise indicated

Wetassa District
Calendar

March
30 Good Friday, council service center 

closed

April
2 Courier deadline – Internet edition for 

May through July events
5 District Committee meetings
7 District Recognition Dinner
8 Popcorn Sale ends
12 Roundtable
14-15 Council Pinewood Derby
19 Council Annual Meeting
__ Spring Council Operations Meeting
27-29 U. S. Grant Pilgrimage, Galena

May
1 Courier deadline – Internet edition for 

June through August event
3 District Committee meeting
5 Wood Badge Reunion Dinner
10 Roundtable
13 Mother’s Day
28 Memorial Day, council service center 

closed

June
5 Courier deadline – Internet edition for 

July through September events
10-15  NYLT, Camp Lowden
22-24 Cub Scout Overnight Camp at 

Adventure Camp, Rochelle, Ill.
23 Blackhawk Regatta
29-July 1 Cub Scout / Webelos Scout 

Overnight Camp at Camp Lowden

Roundtables
Roundtable is held on the second 

Wednesday of the month at Bethany United 
Church of Christ, Freeport, at 7 p.m.

Wetassa District
Serving Stephenson, Jo Daviess and  Carroll in 

Illinois 
Web site -- www.BlackhawkScouting.org/Wetassa

District Chairman, Rick Cass, 815-757-
7425

 Linrik2004@gmail.com
Vice-Chair – Administration
 Lee Kraut, 815-297-8247
    LKraut@comcast.net
  District Communications/PR Chair (open)
      Newsletter, Liz Hollis, 233-4870
  District Nominating Committee:
 Lee Kraut, 815-297-8247
 Gary Erickson
 Dana Ewers, 541-5322
  District Dinner and Awards
 Laura Welti
Vice-Chair – Finance – Gene Nott, 235-4575
  FOS, Gene Nott, 235-4575
  Community Campaign (open)
Vice-Chair – Membership: (open)
Vice-Chair – Program:
 Josh Ehlers, 815-291-6748
    Joshua_ehlers@hotmail.com
   Activities: (open)
 Boy Scout:
   Klondike Derby:
   Spring Camporee
    Fall Camporee
 Cub Scout: 
   Fun Day (open)
   Day Camp:
    Advancement, Liz Hollis, 233-4870
 Life-to-Eagle Seminars:
   Liz Hollis, 233-4870
 Eagle Project/Boards of Review:
   Liz Hollis, 233-4870
   Tom Gillespie, 233-3284
 Merit Badge Counselors:
   Liz Hollis, 233-4870 
  Camping, Bob Boyer, 369-2834
   OA Advisor, David Hanson, 541-1801
  Scouting for Food (open) 
  Training : (open)
 Boy Scout – 
 Cub Scout – 
 Venturing – 
Religious Emblems – Jim Clay, 970-443-2997
Vice-Chair – Venturing and Exploring
 Joe Shippy, 266-0649
District Commissioner
 Jim Clay, 970-443-2997
  Roundtable Commissioners
 Boy Scout – Rick Cass, 757-7424
 Cub Scout  – 
District Executive: Matt Ohms
 920-723-5999 
 matt.ohms@Scouting.org
 815-397-0210

District Committee 
Meeting

First Wednesday of each month
Bethany United Church of Christ

2341 W. Stephenson Street, Freeport
Beginning at 7 p.m.

BALOO Training
(Basic Adult Leader Outdoor Orientation) 

 
Cub Scout camping isn’t just for families 

anymore!  Cub Scout dens -- Tigers, Wolves, 
Bears, and Webelos -- can participate in pack 
outdoor camping activities with a BALOO 
trained leader! 

 The new BALOO program is redesigned 
to better aid leaders trying to have a great 
time in outdoor activities with their packs.  
This training is a hands-on practical camping 
weekend where participants get to learn the 
how-to’s, start to finish, of having fun in the 
outdoors with Cub Scouts.

Outdoor elements of the Cub Scout 
program get special attention. During the 
weekend, you’ll be cooking, tying knots, 
learning about first aid, camping equipment 
and much more. By the time you get done, 
you’ll be prepared to take the Scouts out where 
they really want to be – in the great outdoors! 

A registration fee of $20.00 is due by 
March 24, 2018. (Fee includes Saturday lunch 
and dinner and Sunday breakfast, snacks, 
and all materials. Please note any dietary 
restrictions on your registration.) (We need to 
have a minimum of 15 participants to present 
the training.)

Register by using the form in the 
Arrowhead District section.

IOLS - Introduction to 
Outdoor Leadership Skills

May 18-19
Council Program Center

This hands-on program gives adult 
leaders a practical introduction to the patrol 
method of a boy-led troop by teaching many 
of the practical outdoor skills they need to lead 
Scouts in the out-of-doors.

In addition, the teaching methods, 
activities, and games model the variety of 
teaching used in effective and engaging 
Scouting programs.
Class will begin promptly at 6 p.m. sharp.
Contact mail – Wanchanagi.Training@gmail.

com
Cost: $20.00 per Participant
Cancellation policy – Non-refundable, 

payment may be transferred to another 
participant.

From the Desk of Jared 
Carlin,

District Director

I just have a quick thoughts for everyone 
this month! It is the season of gratitude as we 
get closer to the District Dinner on April 22nd. 
Not only will we be honoring adult volunteers 
for their service to our units and the district but 
this is also the second year we will be honoring 
youth through the Youth Galaxy Award!  This 
award, and the Unit Spirit Award (for adult 
volunteers) are both meant to recognize the 
Scouting sprit of as many people as possible. 
One nomination per unit is accepted. 

Also, there is the Outstanding Leader 
Award and the District Award of Merit (based 
mostly on district-level volunteer service). 

All the awards are a wonderful way to 
truly recognize the best among us for their 
Scouting spirit and all they do for the program. 
Scouting started solely through the efforts of 
volunteers so let’s use this opportunity to honor 
our volunteer-led program by celebrating the 
rock stars we all know about!

Check the main page of the council 
website, www.blackhawkscouting.org, for the 
details. The District Dinner is on Sunday, April 
22, 4 p.m., at St. Anskars Episcopal Church in 
Rockford.

Thank you to all our volunteers!

Wanchanagi District Continued

Troop 19 Scouts Attend 
Scout Sunday Services

Troop 19 in Freeport attended Scout Sunday 
services at Faith United Methodist Church. 

Left to right: Ahmed Al-Khalifawi, Christian 
Harwick, Josh Daggert, Braulio Santacruz, 

JohnWilliam Sylvester, last row Robert 
Harwick 

Unit Events
Your unit can be featured in the 

Courier. Send us photos and news of 
special events.

BACCourier@juno.com
Note – Please do not insert photos 

into the body of the e-mail – send as a 
.jpg attachment.

Upcoming Events
BALOO Training will be held on April 7-8 

at the  Monroe Youth Cabin. Open to all 
dstricts

Scoutmaster Introduction to Outdoor 
Leader Skills Training. April 7

 Monroe Youth Cabin. Open to all 
districts.

Spring recruiting is right around the corner. 
This summer we have several events 
planned to supplement Cub Scout pack 
programing

May 26 Come and watch the New Star 
Wars movies “Solo” at the Millennium 
Theater in Platteville. $10 gets you 
a soda and popcorn. Bring the whole 
family. 9:00 a.m. doors open and 9:30 
a.m. the movie starts.

June 18-21 Cub Scout Day Camp in 
Lancaster. 

July 13 and 28 Scout Day at the Madison 
Mallards.

August 6-8 Monroe Twilight camp.

Pilgrimage
The U. S. Grant Pilgrimage in Galena is 

April 27 through the 29th. This year’s theme is 
“Honoring our Veterans.” Please invite a local 
veterans organization to march with your unit 
in the parade.

The Civil War encampment is back this 
year and puting on a mock battle at 11:30. 
There will also be the old favorites – the 
bucket brigade, trail hike, and history hunt.

New this year is a Saturday night 
presentation at 7:00 p.m. called "An Evening 
With Mr. & Mrs. Lincoln.” This will be a 
reminiscing about the Lincolns’ life before and 
during his presidency. The presentation will 
begin at 7:00 p.m. at Turner Hall on Bench St. 
also known as the Trading post.  Cost is $5.  

Blair Piotrowski presents Terry Nichols with 
the 60-year Veteran Award.

Terry is Scoutmaster of Troop 181.

A boy carries out suggestions more 
wholeheartedly when he understands 
their aim.” 

Lord Baden-Powell
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